
 

 PRINTED, COPIED AND COLLATED COURTESY OF THE REDCLIFFE RSL  

 

              
 

          

                               REDCLIFFE (QLD) T.P.I. SUB BRANCH  NEWSLETTER 

NAVY – ARMY - AIRFORCE 

DIFFERENT CONFLICTS – SAME SACRIFICES 

 

 

Ralph  and Nick laying our wreath 

LEST WE FORGET. 

TOTALLY AND PERMANENTLY INCAPACITATED EX SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN 

(REDCLIFFE SUB BRANCH) INC. 



REDCLIFFE TPI SUBBRANCH COMMITTEE 
 
 
 

President Phil Hay   BA, MPubAd, MEdSt, AFAIM, JP(Qual) 07 3869 0250 

Deputy President Dave Rickman 0458 883 108 

Vice President Pedro Newman 07 3889 5704 

Treasurer Paddy Neill 07 5428 7853 

Secretary Mick Karolak 07 3283 1721 

Social Director John Dolton 07 3888 1656 

Welfare Officers Paddy Neill 07 5428 7853 

 Beryl Neill 07 5428 7853 

 Gus Fraser 07 3264 1797 

 Carol Fraser 07 3264 1797 

 John Clarkson 07 3385 6176 

 Anna Douglas 0407 747 621 

 George Williamson 0413 103 608 

 Charmaine Roberts 07 5429 5805 

Special Liaison 

  

 

Wayne Douglas 0407 627 864 

Officer   

Editor Pedro Newman 07 3889 5704 

Membership Pedro Newman 07 3889 5704 

Property Member Bill Abboud   JP(Qual) 07 3355 7329 

Committee 
 
Auditor 

Nick Brooke 
 

Dean Barr 

0427 309 099 

 

Patrons                              Luke Howarth                                       Federal Member for Petrie 
 

       Edmund Parkinson 
  
 

All correspondence should be directed to: 
The Secretary 

Redcliffe TPI Sub Branch 
PO Box 288 

Redcliffe 
Qld    4020 

 
Meetings are held at 0930 on the first Monday of each month at the Redcliffe Bridge Club Rooms 

(Old Bowls Club). 
 

BBQ on Friday following the General Meeting at Jamieson Park Scarborough. 

All TPI members, prospective members and partners welcome. 

DISCLAIMER: The contents of this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Redcliffe TPI Sub 

Branch, the Editor, or the TPI Association unless otherwise stated. 
 

Website: http://www.redcliffetpi.com NOTE WELL-----Always up to date unless I forget. 
 

Secretary: famickk@yahoo.com.au 
 

Editor: pedroandjean@optusnet.com.au 

2

http://www.redcliffetpi.com/
mailto:famickk@yahoo.com.au
mailto:pedroandjean@optusnet.com.au


 

 

The President and Committee 

of Redcliffe TPI wish everyone 

a merry Christmas 

 and 

a happy and prosperous New Year. 

 

Take care everyone and have 

an enjoyable and safe festive season. 

 

 

From this To this!!!! 

Well done to the Committee and Members for helping this Club survive and grow!!! 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Our reporting year came to a close with over 60 people attending our November 
General Meeting and AGM.  Both meetings went very smoothly - here is part of the 
group getting settled before we started. 

 

 
 

Although all Committee members were elected unopposed, in 
my report last month I foreshadowed some change.  I mentioned 
that Garry and Helen will be getting mobile next year, so we 
have welcomed John Dolton on board as our new Social Guru.  
Also, you would know we are encouraging younger veterans to 
join our organization, so I am very pleased Nick Brooke, has 

joined the Committee - he will bring a fresh and younger outlook to our deliberations. 
 
There are a couple more appointments arising from our 
AGM that I need to mention.  First, as Federal Member 
for Petrie, Luke Howarth was re-elected as a patron. 
 
Second, in a welcome departure from past practice, we 
now have two patrons because Ted Parkinson also 
was elected as a Patron.  Ted’s election is particularly 
appropriate one as he is a respected “elder” of our local 
TPI organisation, as well as an esteemed member of 
the Korean veteran community.  I hope you don’t mind 
Ted, but for those younger vets who may not know you, 
I found this picture among photos from one of our TPI 
Christmas parties.  Congratulations Ted! 
 
Third, our Welfare Team has been expanded to eight – we now have two more TIP 
qualified Welfare Officers, Charmaine Roberts and George Williamson.  We will now 
produce new business cards for you all with updated contact details.  
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When I arrived at Jamieson Park on the morning of our November 
BBQ, the place was picture perfect with the tide in and nice glassy 
water as far as the eye could see.  Friendship was in the air, and 
we had a great turnout, especially as some of our crew were in 
Caloundra with their caravans.  Again, I will plagiarize a comment 
from Facebook to describe the event: “I am so excited to see all the 

younger people joining our group and meeting up at the park with us”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

While our gourmets and gastronomes, young and old, were gathering at the grill I 
spied our quintessential Quartermaster operating out of the back of his wagon.  Bill is 
always on the job whenever and wherever you need him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As usual, there are more photos on Facebook.  But don’t worry if you don’t use 
Facebook, our photos will find heir way onto our 2014 Redcliffe TPI photo CD.  If you 
have photos from our events, please contact Pedro and arrange to have your photos 
included on the CD for us all to enjoy.  
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Assistance/Companion Dogs are a very 
important part of the recovery process for 
many vets.  I am sure you will recognise 
these three pooches from our November 
BBQ.  They are, Phoebe (top left) Jack 
(top right) and Goose (left). 
 
If you are a Special Rate veteran reading 
this, and you are not yet a member of 
Redcliffe TPI, you should know that we 
are an inclusive bunch and will welcome 
your Assistance/Companion dog. 

 
Remembrance Day was 
commemorated at the 
Memorial by the sea.  
This year, for the first 
time I am aware, TPIs 
were represented at the 

Redcliffe ceremony by two different 
generations of war veterans. 
 
I want to thank both Ralph and Nick 
(and Goose of course) who together 
laid a wreath at the memorial on our 
behalf.  Between Ralph and Nick they 
span overseas operations from Borneo 
to Vietnam and Afghanistan, on land 
and at sea. 
 
I was particularly pleased to see the 
two generations of veterans together, 
especially as Nick and Prue’s furniture 
was being delivered that day. 
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The photo on the previous page was taken outside the Redcliffe RSL before Ralph 
and Nick moved to the memorial for the ceremony, and this next photo was taken 
just as they went to lay the wreath at the memorial. 

 
There are some great comments about these two warriors on Facebook, and other 
photos that will be included in our 2014 photo collection on CD. 
 
It didn’t rain at Redcliffe on the 11th, 
but looking ahead to when rain will 
eventually come, Bill tells me he has 
just one umbrella (TPI logo) left in 
the Q Store.  So, if you need a large 
golf type umbrella, see Bill and he 
will be only too happy to sell it to 
you at a good price.  But if you want 
it, you may need to be quick, they 
are good value items! 
 

I have looked at the 2015 calendar, and there is some good news. 
Next year our Friday BBQs will coincide with two school holidays 
(April & July), and we will look at moving our December BBQ in 
2015 to Saturday, which means we will have BBQs in three school 
holidays next year.  This should make things even more family 
friendly, especially for working partners and school age kids. 

 
A safety note related to our BBQs; we already have a first aid kit handy at our BBQs, 
and now we will look at purchasing a fire blanket.  Not that we anticipate problems 
with the council’s electric BBQ or our quality meat, but it pays to be prepared.  Note 
that for a fire to burn, all three elements must be present: heat, fuel and oxygen.  If 
you do use the fire blanket, it must be sealed closely to a solid surface around the 
fire - the job of the blanket is to cut off the oxygen supply to the fire. 
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On 14 November, 27 of us went 
on an elaborate car excursion 
(rally) that included a brief break 
for morning tea and a very nice 
lunch at Kilcoy RSL.  
 
In the beginning, there was calm.  In the top photo, you can see John hiding in the 
shade, handing out instruction sheets to some of our intrepid explorers.  
 
On the road there was a little chaos and confusion; however, I understand all our 
pilot/navigator relationships finished the task intact - some only just?  I failed badly at 
trying to be both pilot and navigator - I missed a very early instruction on the sheet, 
and eventually took a phone call from our morning tea location to see if I was lost.  
Just shows you how much I rely on Diane. 
 
In the end, calm had once again descended upon us in the Kilcoy RSL.  But there 
was no doubt about the winners.  Martin and Suzie were the only ones with a perfect 
score!  Pedro and Jean came in second, with Peter and Judy picking up third prize. 

 
I could not mention the car rally 
without thanking the team at the 
Kilcoy RSL.  It was a hot day, and 
they were impeccable hosts who 
did a great job with fine food and 
cold thirst-quenching liquids. 
 

 
Also, we owe many thanks to John 
and Garry for organizing such an 
enjoyable day - well done fellas. 
 

 
 

 
Winners are grinners! 
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In November we again ran 
Wednesday night raffles at 
the Redcliffe RSL.  As the 
year draws to a close, I want 
to thank Redcliffe RSL for the 
opportunity once again to run 
weekly raffles this year. 
 
We also had another two 

Bunnings sausage sizzles in November.  The first sizzle was on Saturday 8th and the 
second on Monday 10th.  Here are a couple of photos of some of our crew members. 
The first was photo was taken on the Saturday and the second on the Monday.  It is 
getting hot standing over the BBQ plate, so it has been good to share the work load. 
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On November 18 Secretary Mick and I attended the TPI State AGM, and 
State Congress.  Also attending were members of SMC, representatives 
from other (but not all) centres, a representative from DVA, and two 
guest speakers.  As soon as Minutes are available we will distribute 
them to Members with attached reports.  Meanwhile, here is a brief 
synopsis of the key points. 

 
• The incumbent Ken Savage was re-elected as State President. 

 
• The Federal President is now Tony Mogridge (SA), and the Federal Secretary is 

Robert Johnston (Gold Coast QLD).  
 
• Logan Centre has closed (trouble filling positions on the committee) and their 

members have either gone on the un-allocated list or to Beenleigh centre, also 
Mackay centre looks like closing for similar reasons. 

 
• The President, Secretary, Vice President and Treasurer/Auditor all provided 

reports.  Hopefully their written reports will be provided with the Minutes when we 
receive them.   The key points from reports were: 

o Federal TPI situation has settled down. 
o State finances are in a good condition. 
o State Membership has increased from 1069 to 1091 (by my reckoning 

Redcliffe centre now has the largest membership apart from unallocated). 
o The new Office Manager is Melissa Hill (ex-RAN). 
o A new state database has been implemented and should now be easier to 

keep up-to-date (Pedro has been doing a good job for our centre). 
o The Concessions Book is complete, they will send one to each member. 
o State lobbied the Queensland Government for free vehicle registration (as 

in some other states) – the government response was “not enough of us”. 
 
• There were two guest speakers: 

o Ted Chitham (ADSO) provided a background on ADSO.  The key focus at 
the moment is the Workplace Agreement between the Government and 
the Armed Services.  There is a very active Facebook response to the 
Government’s offer and a highly visible campaign going on in Townsville. 
 

o Denis O’Brien (VVCS) provided a background to their services and the 
extent to which they are taking referrals of currently serving and ex-service 
personnel from a range of professions.  PTSD is a serious problem, and 
we can assist locally by providing peer support where possible. 

 
• There was discussion around the conditions for Associate Membership of the TPI 

organisation in Queensland – introduced by the Vice-President.  It was suggested 
that Associate Membership could be extended to White Card holders.  All centres 
agreed to consult with their members regarding this issue and provide feedback.  
Our Redcliffe committee will consider this matter and how we might consult with 
members.  There is no rush, and we will take the time to get input from members. 

 
There was of course, broader and deeper discussion than I have alluded to above, 
but I will leave that for the Minutes when they are promulgated.  
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I mentioned in my previous report that our national TPI Federation had joined with 
ADSO.  Here is the new ADSO banner showing the TPI logo. 

 

 
 

Good news - I have just heard that the local PVA group have been 
successful in their application for a grant from Moreton Bay Council for 
their quilt project.  Well done! 
 

Well, 2014 is almost at an end.  We only have one more meeting (1 Dec), one more 
BBQ (5 Dec), two more Bunnings Sausage Sizzles (7 & 15 Dec), three more 
Wednesday night raffles (3, 10 & 17 Dec), and a Christmas party (12 Dec) to go.  
Then we will take some R&R in January. 
 

As one of his last social responsibilities for the year, Garry 
reminded us to not forget our Christmas party in the Kakoda 
Room at the Redcliffe RSL (arrive 1800 for 1830).  The usual 
participant rule applies, each person brings a “Secret Santa” gift 
up to a maximum value of $15 - each male brings a male gift 
and each female brings a female gift.  We are hoping that 

Santa will make an appearance, and don’t forget to let Beryl know at or before our 
December meeting if you intend coming to the Christmas party - we need to know 
numbers for catering and costing.  See you there! 
 
And now for a qualification – my use of the 
term “BBQ” in a previous paragraph on this 
page is somewhat of a misnomer.  We will 
not be cooking at our December get-together 
in Jamieson Park.  The meal will include the 
usual Christmas fare; ham and chicken 
accompanied by salads and sweets.  I am 
sure you will enjoy the experience of our 
penultimate epicurean get-together for 2014. 
 
And remember, nothing we do now will be 
wasted because, while the older generation 
of Redcliffe TPIs plants the seeds, the next 
generation of Redcliffe TPIs will inherit the 
shade. 
 
Cheers everyone, and take care. 
 

Phil 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

01 DECEMBER 2014  Monthly Meeting       Redcliffe Bridge Club     (old bowls club)               

                                                     09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start. 

04 DECEMBER 2014                PVA Meeting 10.00 for 10.30 at Redcliffe RSL Meeting Room. 

                Followed by lunch at The Point Restaurant.  

05 DECEMBER 2014               Christmas BBQ (cold) at Jamieson Park Scarborough       10.30 for 
11.30.   

12 DECEMBER 2014                Christmas Function at the Kokoda Room Redcliffe RSL 6.30 p.m. 

02 FEBRUARY 2015                 First General Meeting for 2015. 

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS 

    

Carol                        Gus       John           Beryl                 Paddy Anna                    George 

Our Welfare Officers live in the following areas for your information. Please contact the Officer 
closest to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so wish. 

ALBANY CREEK    Carol Fraser  07 3264 1797  0427 174 469 

 Gus Fraser  07 3264 1797  0427 174 469 

BURPENGARY Paddy Neill  07 5428 7853  0488 237 799 

 Beryl Neill  07 5428 7853 

NARANGBA John Clarkson               07 3385 6176  0427 570 723 

KURWONGBAH Anna Douglas  0407 747 621 

NINGI                              Charmaine Roberts           07 5429 5805  

REDCLIFFE                       George Williamson                                                       0413 103 608 

ADVOCACY OFFICER 

John Smith from Caboolture Vietnam Veterans Sub Branch is a Level 3 Advocacy Officer who 
has kindly offered his services to our members. He may be contacted on:   07 3888 7001   
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Freecall 

All Areas   1800 672 331   All Hours  
 

A Local Family Company 

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au 

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families 
Since 1994. 

 

 

 Sharing the Memories 
We’re here to help a family honour the 
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute. 

 A celebration of the loved one’s life.  
A thoughtful  service that brings family 

and friends together to share the  
memories of a lifetime of love.  

 

For funeral arrangements  
to meet every need and  
every budget we’re only  

a phone call away. 
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Poem of the year  
 
The computer swallowed Grandma, 
Yes, honestly it’s true! 
She pressed 'control and 'enter' 
And disappeared from view. 
It devoured her completely, 
The thought just makes me squirm. 
She must have caught a virus 
Or been eaten by a worm. 
I've searched through the recycle bin 
And files of every kind; 
I've even used the Internet, 
But nothing did I find. 
In  desperation, I asked Mr. Google 
My searches to refine. 
The reply from him was negative, 
Not a thing was found 'online.' 
So, if inside your 'Inbox,' 
My Grandma you should see, 
Please 'Copy, Scan' and 'Paste' her, 
And send her back to me. 
 
This is a tribute to all the Grandmas & Grandpas, Nannas & Pops, who have been fearless 
and learned to use the Computer......... 
They are the greatest!!! 
 

 
 
We do not stop playing because we grow old; 
We grow old because we stop playing .... 
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    RIO             CERATO HATCH   CERATO SEDAN 

  
      KOUP     SOUL    OPTIMA 

 
      RONDO 7seater  SPORTAGE   SORENTO 4WD 

  GRAND CARNIVAL  PRO-CEED HOT HATCH 

 

485 Gympie Road  KEDRON, QLD’S NUMBER  
ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP for 2013, Your New Car TPi Sales                    

Representative is    S T E V E    H O R N E 
Phone - (07) 3632 3371 or 0414 637 037 
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GREA
T GALLIP

OLI NATION BUILDERSGREA
T GALLIP

OLI NATION BUILDERS
The following all served in the Gallipoli Theatre of War and survived World War One.

Seared by Gallipoli and their WW 1 experiences, they went on to over achieve and contribute
much to the fabric of the nation.

In the Great Depression, Sir John Monash wrote to the New Guard, declining to lead a coup d’etat and stating:
“The only hope for Australia is the ballot box and good education”.

Monash backed democracy warts and all, so did all on this forever incomplete list.

Hubert Lawrence Anthony
Federal Minister incl Postmaster General

C. E. W. Bean
Official WWI Historian, AWM Founding Chairman

Henry Gordon Bennett
8th Division Commander WWII during fall of Singapore

Arthur Blackburn VC
Cofounder RSL SA, State MP

Sir Thomas Blamey
VIC Police Commissioner, WWII Leader

William Kinsey Bolton
RSL Leader, Victorian Senator

Albert Borella VC
Dundas Activist, Albury Community Anchor

Stanley Melbourne Bruce
PM post WW, London Agent General in WWII

Lord Richard Casey
Last Governor Bengal, Federal Minister and GG

Sir Arthur Coles
Melbourne Lord Mayor, Fed MP, Cofounder of Coles

Sir Harry Chauvel
Inspector General of the Army

Sir Albert Coates
Leading Surgeon

William Dunstan VC
General Manager H & WT

Pompey Elliott
Senator who suffered early PTSD and suicided

Chaplain Father John Fahey
Cofounder WA RSL

Harry Foll
Long serving Senator for QLD, Federal Minister

Sir Hudson Fysh
Cofounder of QANTAS

Sir John Gellibrand
Victorian Police Commissioner, Federal MP

Cardinal Norman Gilroy
Bishop Port Pirie, later Archbishop of Sydney

Sir Thomas Glasgow
Defence Minister, later High Commissioner to Canada

John Hamilton VC
Captain WWII in PNG

Neville Howse VC
First Australian Boer War VC winner, Federal Minister

Ion Idriess
Leading Book Author including ‘Flynn of the Inland’

Albert Jacka VC
Mayor of St Kilda

Sir George Jones
Head of the RAAF in WWII

Sir Charles Kingsford Smith
Air Commodore RAAF post WWI

Sir Ray Leane
SA Chief Police Commissioner, Police Academy 

founder

W. K. S. Mackenzie
Lawyer and leading Sydney based legal writer

Sir Ross MacPherson Smith
Pioneer Aviator, first flight UK Darwin

Sir John Monash
SEC Victoria founder, Shrine Melbourne creator

Leslie Morshead
Led first Nazi defeat at Tobruk in WWII

Sir Keith Murdoch
Gallipoli letter carrier, HWT Media giant

Henry Murray VC
Most decorated WWI soldier, CO in WWII

Sir Thomas Playford
SA State MP and long serving SA Premier 1938-1965

Sir Charles Rosenthal
NSW State MP and head of Architects Institute

Sir Granville Ryrie
State & Federal MP, later High Commissioner London

Sir Stanley Savige
Cofounder of Legacy

Geoffrey Street MC
Fed MP, Defence Minister, Army Repatriation Minister

Hugo Throssell VC
Northam leader, Anti War trail blazer who suicided

Charles Ulm
Pioneer Aviator with Kingsford Smith

Sir Cyril Brudenell White
CGS, later Chair Federal Public Service Board

Matron Grace Margaret Wilson
Served on nearby Lemnos, Matron in Chief WWII

MAESTRO JOHN MONASH: Australia’s Greatest Citizen General - book by Tim Fischer now available.
Poster prepared by 2Lt Tim Fischer AC RL, net proceeds to the Australian Army Museum, Wodonga Victoria, Melbourne Shrine and also the 

General Sir John Monash Foundation for provision of scholarships. © Tim Fischer 2012

 Sir John Monash

Jerilderie and Melbourne

Hamel France

The Sphinx 

above Anzac Cove

Gallipoli, Turkey 

Matron Grace Margaret Wilson

Brisbane and Melbourne

Abbeville France
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER 

Trivia Questions (Sport and Leisure-2) 
 
1. Where is the stop positioned on traditional roller skates? 
 
2. What sport first played in Santa Monica (USA) made its Olympic debut in 1996? 
 
3. What conveyance did the Northwest Mounted police use to reach remote outposts in Winter? 
 
4. Which famous Scottish golf club boasts the Ladies Putting Club, the world’s oldest miniature golf 

course? 
 
5. Who declared he would “float like a butterfly, sting like a bee” before taking his first world boxing title 

and who was his opponent? 
 
6. What event in a decathlon takes the competitor to the greatest height? 
 
7. What modeling material is most commonly used to show a mark if a long jumper takes off in front of 

the board? 
 
8. What is the highest possible snooker break in normal play without the advantage of a foul?  
 
9. What sport is featured in the classic cult movie Endless Summer? 
 
10. What are Canada’s two national sports? 

 
 
 
 
 

Darren Fitzgerald (Thailand) and Gary Sutcliffe 
(Wallangarra) at the Annual Golf Trip to Tenterfield. 
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER 

Trivia Answers (Sports and Leisure-2) 
 
1. At the toe 
2. Beach volleyball 
3. Dog sleds 
4. St Andrews 
5. Cassius Clay and his opponent was Sonny Liston 
6. Pole Vault 
7. Plasticine 
8. 147 
9. Surfing 
10. Ice hockey and lacrosse 
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Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist 

Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing? 

Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and 

Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through 

good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each 

individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.  

Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian 

and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form. 

Locations:  

328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)  11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine 

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au 
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Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Subscription List 
 
Wednesday, 29 October 
2014                                                                                                          VA082 

 
GOVERNMENT CUTS RED TAPE FACING VETERANS AND THEIR 

FAMILIES 
 

The Government is slashing red tape for veterans and their families, making it easier 
for them to access services from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA). 
 
The Government promised to cut $1 billion of red tape each year and we have now 
more than doubled this effort, announcing over $2.1 billion in red tape reductions 
ahead of today’s Spring Repeal Day. We are committed to reducing regulatory 
burdens imposed on the Australian community, and to ensuring interactions with 
government are as simple and commonsense as possible.  
 
DVA has implemented a range of initiatives that will reduce red tape and streamline 
interactions between the Department, veterans and providers. These initiatives 
include –  
 

 DVA Webclaim: An on-line system enabling dental, optical and allied health 
providers to submit claims for payment for services provided to veterans. This 
is improving the efficiency of the claims lodgement process;  

 
 Changes to the Better Discharge Planning Programme (BDP): To reduce the 

administrative burden associated with reporting requirements – increasing 
from six months to annually; and 

 
 Proof of Identify Changes: Current serving Australian Defence Force (ADF) 

members including Reservists who hold a purple ADF ID card will no longer 
have to prove their identity with DVA by completing a 100-point identification 
check for the purposes of making a claim.  

 
In addition to these initiatives, DVA has a number of other strategies underway to 
streamline and improve processes. These include improving our case management 
practices, reviewing and improving business processes, redeveloping IT systems 
and improving communication with our clients.  
 
Providing quality support and services to the defence and veteran communities and 
their families is a priority for DVA and it will continue to identify opportunities to better 
and more easily support our clients now and into the future. 
 
Media inquiries:      Minister Ronaldson: Jordi Procel 6277 7820 or 0448 232 
908                                                              Department of Veterans’ Affairs Media: 02 
6289 6203 
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Wattle On Green Attacks: 

(7th November.) 

(From the Independent Australia website, Tim McCombe, National President of the Vietnam Veterans, 
Peacekeepers and Peacemakers Federation of Australia had this sent to all NSW sub-branches stating 

that it was a “thought provoking article”.) 

Australian governments are deliberately contributing to the deaths, suicide, homelessness, domestic 

violence and mental illness of Australian Defence Veterans — both young and old. 

These sustained and bureaucratically controlled 'Wattle on Green' attacks are as treacherous to Diggers on 

home turf, as the infamous 'Green on Blue' attacks on Coalition forces in the Middle and Wider East. 

Time and again, in rapid fire betrayal, pensioner veterans have been promised paltry pension increases 

and time and again in our name, they have been publicly humiliated and their begging bowls filled with 

soiled matter and rotting promissory notes. 

Worthless IOUs for risking stepping on IEDs 

We might as well bury alive our returned service personnel. 

Wednesday morning's gut-wrenching report by Ashley Hall on the ABC's AM program is a shameful 

indictment on how Australia treats its returned soldiers with blatant contempt. 

It makes a mockery of the political expediency and duplicitous hollow words of successive political 

leaders who deliver sonorous and patriotic eulogies on the likes of ANZAC Day, during Turkish dawns 

and over the flag-draped coffins of those killed in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere, whilst basking in the 

stolen heroic glories of those who lay down their lives for this country in squalid wars mounted upon 

squalid lies. 

Afghanistan War veteran Geoff Evans, now working with the Returned and Services League, RSL's 

LifeCare told Hall that Australian diggers were suffering from epidemic rates of homelessness, with some 

of them sleeping with their families in cars. 

What's wrong with this picture?     Everything. 

What are we doing to our veteran brothers and sisters?     Killing them.     With gross and criminal 

negligence; cruel and unnatural punishment, a lack of duty of care and most certainly, no sense of 

responsibility. 

The RSL's LifeCare was started in 1911, three years before The Great War that was supposed to be the 

war to end all wars - such are promises. 

Evans, who has been working with younger returning servicemen and women, said that although he had 

placed 21 returnees at LifeCare's Narrabeen accommodation site, the need was much greater. 

In 2008, when the last report into veterans who were potentially homeless was published, there was 
over 3,000 veterans living on the street on any given night. 

So since then if you look at the tempo of operations of the ADF you could reasonably expect that to be 
much higher.     We've put 40,000 or 50,000 troops through Iraq, Afghanistan and other conflict zones. 

We're not just talking about veterans; we're talking about families of veterans, so we've got women and 
children sleeping in cars. 

He said a lot of parallels could be drawn with Vietnam: 

There's a lot of parallels we can draw here with the Vietnam generation because everyone in Australia 
knows what happened to Vietnam veterans. 

If you look at mental health, suicide and alcoholism - including in their families - well we're seeing 
that play out again in my generation. 
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We must not capitulate to the will of successive governments and ignore our older veterans in favour of 

younger veterans. 

Both groups must be treated as the first among equals. 

Just as there is no space for a generation gap amongst the dead, none must be allowed amongst the living. 

I urge everyone to stand shoulder to shoulder on this. 

Post-traumatic stress is an insidious and parasitic worm that can, if left unchecked, entirely consume the 

body, mind and soul of its host. 

Because some of our diggers are older, does not mean that their illnesses and horrible predicaments are 

less real or less worthy than those of younger diggers. 

It is clear that successive governments are holding off on compensating older diggers in the hope they 

will die off and thus avoid any payouts of illnesses contracted through exposure to Agent Orange and 

other poisonous toxins — as well as giving them fair and honourable increases in their pensions. 

We should note that Agent Orange affected military personnel as well as civilians. 

On next week's second Tuesday in the month, long after the hooves of The Melbourne Cup are stilled, 

some permanently, millions around the nation will again hold their breath on Remembrance Day and 

observe a minute's silence on the 11th day of the 11th month to acknowledge the 96th Anniversary of the 

Armistice of the First World War as well as the sacrifice made by the dead, the living and the living dead 

who walk amongst us, in all wars and conflicts. 

For several years, Independent Australia has campaigned and written about the shameful plight of our 

veterans. 

On Monday, the Defence Force Welfare Association (DFWA) in conjunction with the Alliance of 

Defence Service Organisations (ADSO) issued a media release condemning the outrageous and pompous 

decision of the Defence Remuneration Tribunal (DFRT) to endorse the Abbott Coalition Government's 

crude and unforgivable decision to limit veteran pension increases to an insulting 1.5% per annum – wait 

for it – thinly spread over three years — barely half the expected annual inflation rate. 

National President, David Jamison said: 

“It is a strange way to reward ADF members for their dedication and hard work especially as the 
Government has just dispatched a new contingent to the ongoing Middle East conflicts.” 

It is time that DFWA Patron, His Excellency General, the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd), 

now Governor General, did what he should have done when he was chief of the Army and when he was 

chief of the Defence Force - publicly recommend that Australia's returning defence personnel be accorded 

pensions worthy of their sacrifice and commitment. 

There is fresh blood on the yellow wattle, spilling onto the green of our national colours and national 

returned veterans. 

From wounds and heartbreak caused by successive and callous home-grown Australian governments, 

whose continuing war against our veterans is such that they are taking no prisoners; dead or alive. 

If you are in distress and having difficulty coping – or know someone who is – please reach out for 
help.  

(This article was written by Tess Lawrence, a reporter for Defence Politics.) 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Posttraumatic_stress_disorder
http://veteransinfo.org/aoinfo.html
http://lee-rhiannon.greensmps.org.au/content/speeches/speech-agent-orange
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-11-05/admire-rakti-died-of-heart-attack-initial-autopsy-finds/5867022
http://www.independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-display/independent-australia-campaigns-for-diggersand-gets-bigger,3521
http://www.dfwa.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ADSOAustralia
https://www.facebook.com/ADSOAustralia
http://www.dfwa.org.au/press-room/media-releases-archive/DFWAMediaStatement3Nov14.pdf
http://www.dfrt.gov.au/
http://www.smh.com.au/national/public-service/slime-minister-abbott-diggers-families-and-supporters-vent-outrage-at-adf-pay-deal-20141104-11gnvx.html
http://standto.org/members/blogs/david-jamison
http://www.awm.gov.au/exhibitions/fiftyaustralians/11.asp


THE YEAR THAT WAS 
Something to crow about 
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