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Meetings are held at 0930 on the first Monday of each month at the Redcliffe Bridge Club Rooms 

(Old Bowls Club). NOTE NEW START TIME IS HALF AN HOUR LATER.

BBQ on Friday following the General Meeting at Jamieson Park Scarborough. 

All TPI members, prospective members and partners welcome. 

DISCLAIMER: The contents of this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Redcliffe TPI Sub 

Branch, the Editor, or the TPI Association unless otherwise stated. 

Website:             http://www.redcliffetpi.com       NOTE WELL-----Always up to date unless I forget. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

Both our March meeting and BBQ were again well attended – many thanks for your continuing support. 

At our March meeting, Mick was able to enlist more 
volunteers for our raffles and sausage sizzles.  A big thank 
you to all our volunteers – you are very much appreciated. 

 

I was pleased to see more young faces at our BBQ.  These 
young veterans and their families are a great bunch of 
people and, as always, we extend to them a very warm 
welcome.  Let’s make sure we include them in our 
conversations.  I realise this picture is on our facebook 
page, but I want to display it here because it highlights the 
generations who now attend our BBQs. 

 

We have purchased some sporting equipment for use at our BBQs - so far the kit includes; cricket, volley 
ball, and Bocce. 

 

For those of us who are unfamiliar with Bocce, it is the 
plural of the Italian boccia “to bowl”.  Bocce is a ball sport 
belonging to the boules sport family, and closely related to 
bowls and pétanque with a common ancestry from ancient 
games played in the Roman Empire. 

 

Developed into its present form in Italy, Bocce is now 
played around all of Europe.  It is also played in overseas 
areas that have received Italian migrants, including 
Australia, North America, and South America.  The sport, initially popular among the migrants themselves, 
is slowly becoming more popular with their descendants and also the wider community.  The picture here 
shows a couple of our gentlemen brushing up on their bocce rules. 

 

Medical research is showing that increased blood flow to the brain from exercise is 
beneficial for brain health, and that there is a clear connection between exercise 
and the successful management of some common mental health issues.  As Nelson 
Mandela noted: ”… exercise is the key, not only to physical health but also to peace 
of mind”. 
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So far we haven’t had any hassles over who was closest to the jack in bocce.  But, just 
in case we do, we are going to purchase a first aid kit.  Just kidding - I don’t anticipate 
any disputes, but we will put together a first aid kit anyway, because we really should 
have one on hand at our BBQs and sausage sizzles. 

 

As you know we have been working on improving our 
communication with the veteran community.  We are 
reaching out to Special Rate (TPI) veterans, who are not yet 
members of our sub-branch, and we are especially trying to 
reach young veterans and their families. 

For example, we have requested a mention on 4KQ 
community news, and some time ago we created a facebook 
page, which many of us are now using.  This photo is from 
our most recent Bunnings sausage sizzle, and is on our 
facebook page.  Check it out! 

 

Still on communication, we have asked for the following notice to be inserted on a regular basis in the 
North Lakes Messenger.  We are also trying for the Redcliffe Herald and Bayside Star. 

 

REDCLIFFE TPI SUB BRANCH meets on the first Monday of every month, 9.30 a.m. at 
the Redcliffe Bridge Club Rooms in Irene Street Redcliffe (next to the RSL).  All TPI, 
Special Rate Pensioners, prospective members and Spouses are invited to attend.  
Further information is available from Mick Karolak on 3283 1721 or Pedro Newman on 
3889 5704. 

 

In my previous report you would have read that we had arranged 
to attend a regional forum organized by the VVCS.  Well, on 19 
March John Clarkson, Wayne Douglas and I attended the forum - 
the photo shows Wayne and John with Dennis O’Brien (VVCS 
South Queensland Director). 

  

Our presentation went very well with the main focus on helping 
young veterans and their families.  There was a high level of 
interest in what we are doing, and Dennis has asked to be placed on the distribution list for our 
Commscord.  We also connected with some key people from DVA and a couple of organizations providing 
on-base support for veterans, including veterans exiting the ADF.  We thank Dennis very much for the 
opportunity to attend the forum. 
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After being picked up by bus and then delivered to Pinkenba, 40 of us made the trip to 
Tangalooma.  The bay was calm and we had a good roll up of all ages, especially 
considering the number of people who were away interstate. 

 

Social Guru Gary and Moneyman Paddy were among those who were away, so Ron and Annette Carey 
filled in to organize us.  Thanks to Ron and Annette for a job well done - we had a great day.  It was my 
first time in Tangalooma – to me it seems to be a place where you could relax and enjoy some peace and 
quiet for a few days.  And what about that green grass! 

 

 

This is but a small collection of photos taken on the day.  I thought a special mention should be made of 
the two bearded dragons waiting to get on the bus, and also John English for turning up despite being 
injured.  You can see more photos in this Commscord and also on Facebook. 

I am advised that the figure on the right represents the traditional Chinese symbol for 
food.  Why do I use it here you ask?  Well, for quite some time now our Glass House 
galloping gourmets have been urging us to visit their local Chinese restaurant.  So fellas, 
we have perceived your plaintive pleas.  On 2 May we head to the Glass House for some 
mouthwatering munchies (note the change in date from that first advised).  If you are going, this popular 
place is called Pineapple Patch, and can be found at 1099 Steve Irwin Way.  Looks good to me - check the 
website:  

http://www.glasshousemountains.net.au/pineapplepatch/  

5

http://www.glasshousemountains.net.au/pineapplepatch/


 

 

I am sure you know that the Glass House Mountains are a group of eleven craggy volcanic peaks 
that tower above the surrounding landscape.  But did you know they are listed on the Queensland 
National Heritage Register as a landscape of national significance?  The highest mountain is 
Mount Beerwah at 556 m above sea level, but the most identifiable of all the mountains is Mount 
Tibrogargan. 

 

 

 

Captain Cook named the mountains on 17 May 1770.  The peaks reminded him of the glass 
furnaces in his home county of Yorkshire.   

 

After we had trouble getting a useful contact for a tour of Gallipoli Barracks 
(Enoggera), Jo Anne Shorrock came to our rescue with an excellent contact.  The tour 
should now go ahead.  Many thanks Jo.  

In case you haven’t heard, the ladies have decided to get together once a month for morning tea 
(without the men of course).  Their first meeting was on 13 March, and I have been informed that 
it was a success.  The rest of the story is on a “need to know” basis, and according to Diane I don’t 
need to know.  What I do know is that my Mere Male Survival Guide includes when to stop asking 
questions - so I stopped! 

Although the ladies will usually “take a plate” to their meetings, the Committee has decided to 
allocate up to $50 a month if they need it for supplementary sustenance. They do a fantastic job 
and we thank them for their support - it is a pleasure to support them in return. 

I am sure our ladies would empathize with this particular lady whose very 
caring veteran sees that she is busy in the kitchen and offers to help.  He: “My 
dear, what can I do to help you?”  She: “Take this bag of potatoes, peel half of 
them, and put them in the big pot ready to cook.”  How does that saying go: a 
picture is worth a thousand words. 

I hope I will see you at our April Meeting and of course at our usual Friday BBQ.  
And remember, if we are not meant to have midnight snacks, why is there a 
light in the fridge? 

Cheers, Phil 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

07 APRIL 2014  Monthly Meeting Redcliffe Bridge Club         (old bowls club)               

                                                    09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start. 

11 APRIL 2014                         BBQ AT JAMIESON PARK SCARBOROUGH       10.30 FOR  11.30. 

25 APRIL 2014 ANZAC DAY. Service details Brisbane in this issue; Redcliffe in          
RSL advert back page. 

                        

   INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS 

    

 Carol Gus John                Beryl Paddy Anna 

Our Welfare Officers live in the following areas for your information. Please contact the Officer 
closest to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so wish. 

 

ALBANY CREEK Carol Fraser  07 3264 1797  0427 174 469 

 Gus Fraser  07 3264 1797  0427 174 469 

BURPENGARY Paddy Neill  07 5428 7853   

 Beryl Neill  07 5428 7853 

NARANGBA John Clarkson              07 3385 6176  0427 570 723 

KURWONGBAH Anna Douglas  0407 747 621 

 

Thought for the Day 
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BRISBANE CITY PRE - DAWN SERVICE 

ANZAC SQUARE BRISBANE 

COMMENCING AT 04.28AM ANZAC DAY, 25TH APRIL 2014 

The ANZAC Day Dawn Service Combined Committee (ADDSCC) is conducting the pre - dawn service again this year. 

The Service is timed to commence at exactly 04.28 AM the time that the first ANZAC set foot ashore at ANZAC Cove 

on 25th April 1915. Over the last few years the crowds attending this service have  grown significantly to the point 

where  it is now quite  congested in ANZAC Square, however we  vigorously encourage you all to attend. With this in 

mind we have arranged to stream the Service from ANZAC Square to King George Square plus we also intend using 

Post Office Square as we have done in previous years.   

Although the Service is streamed from ANZAC Square we have the Sword of Sacrifice installed in King George Square 

as a Memorial and we will have a Defence Catafalque Party mount here at the same time as in ANZAC Square 

together with a flag party to lower and raise the flags as required. We will have a Bugler and Piper at King George 

Square mounted above the square on the parapet of  City Hall.  Those attending King George Square will also have 

the opportunity to pay their respects and lay a wreath on the Sword of Sacrifice during the Service. 

Due to  anticipated large numbers attending  we have arranged with Queensland Rail to have their trains arrive at 

Central prior to 4.00AM so as to give the crowds time to get in and get settled in which ever location they wish. King 

George Square would be an ideal location for family groups and people with disabilities There will be SES and St John 

Ambulance people in attendance to care for any medical emergencies. A common problem in this respect is  

dehydration so we strongly encourage  all those attending to have some food and liquid nourishment  prior to arrival 

(Not Alcohol). We also encourage you to bring along  bottled water and a snack in the event that feel unwell during 

the proceedings. 

Please make an effort to attend, you are all very welcome and please share this notice with family, 

friends and colleagues via email, word of mouth and all forms of social media.. 

Let’s get the word out and let’s show the world how Queenslanders can commemorate such an important historical 

event in our military history    

LEST WE FORGET 
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OUR DAY TRIP TO TANGALOOMA 21 MARCH 2014 
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Freecall 

All Areas   1800 672 331   All Hours  
 

A Local Family Company 

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au 

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families 
Since 1994. 

 

 

 Sharing the Memories 
We’re here to help a family honour the 
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute. 

 A celebration of the loved one’s life.  
A thoughtful  service that brings family 

and friends together to share the  
memories of a lifetime of love.  

 

For funeral arrangements  
to meet every need and  
every budget we’re only  

a phone call away. 
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                                   CLOSURE OF RAAF BASE BUTTERWORTH 
 
The Butterworth AFB will be transformed into a leisure-oriented development under a proposed joint 
venture (JV). Leading the project would be TSR Capital Bhd, Lembaga Tabung Angkatan Tentera and 
Pembinaan Bukit Timah Sdn Bhd to transform the 1,007-acre site via a land swap deal.  
 
It said the JV company will be the master developer of the leisure-oriented project. “The proposal 
which is presently being negotiated between the parties was mooted by the JV company to the 
Government along the lines of the Public Private Partnership concept,” it said.  
 
The 407 hectares land occupied by the base in Teluk Air Tawar – which is about 8km from 
Butterworth directly opposite Penang Island – would be transformed into “a city of arts and leisure,” it 
said in a filing to Bursa Malaysia.  
 
The air base will be relocated and reconstructed at a site soon to be identified. “The Government shall 
pay the JVC for the new air force base through a land swap at the current market value of the 
Government land, which included but was not limited to the 407ha land where the existing Butterworth 
AFB is situated,” the statement said.  
The statement added that the land swap meant that the Government need not fund the cost of 
relocating and reconstructing the air force base, and also secured it the opportunity to participate in 
the redevelopment of the land via LTAT’s 30% interest in the JVC.  
 
The proposal, which is currently being negotiated between the parties, was mooted by the JVC to the 
Government along the lines of the public-private partnership concept, it said.  
 
TSR Capital’s statement added that details of the agreement would be released after definitive and 
conclusive terms had been agreed upon, and a formal agreement entered into by the parties 
concerned.  
 
Butterworth AFB has been the main military installation in this country ever since the earlier years of 
World War 2. Initially known as the RAF Butterworth, it was a part of the British defence plan for 
defending the Malayan Peninsula against an imminent threat of invasion by the Imperial Japanese 
forces during World War II.  During the Battle of Malaya, the airfield suffered some damage as a direct 
result of aerial bombing from Mitsubishi G3M and Mitsubishi G4M bombers of the Imperial Japanese 
Navy Air Service based in Saigon, South Vietnam. Brewster Buffalos from the airbase rose to 
challenge the escorting Mitsubishi A6M Zero fighters but were mauled during several of these 
engagements by the highly trained and experienced Japanese fighter pilots.  
 
The RAF airfield was subsequently captured by units of the advancing 25th Army (Imperial Japanese 
Army) on 20 December 1941 and the control of the airbase was to remain in the hands of IJA until the 
end of hostilities in September 1945. Whereupon the RAF resumed control of the station and 
Japanese prisoners of war were made to repair the airfield as well as to improve the runways before 
resuming air operations in May 1946.  
 
In 1957, the RAF closed the station and it was transferred to the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) 
and it was promptly renamed as RAAF Butterworth, becoming the home to numerous Australian 
fighter and bomber squadrons stationed in Malaya during the Cold War era.  
 
The Australian fighters and bombers played a significant role in providing air support during Operation 
Firedog during the Emergency and later was part of Commonwealth air defence contribution against 
the might of the then Angkatan Udara Republik Indonesia (AURI now TNI-AU) during the Konfrontasi.  
 
From 1970′s onwards, the airbase plays an important part to support Malaysia’s fight against the 
communist threats. Being the northernmost and nearest base to communists hotspots especially 
those near the Thai-Malaysian border, a dark episode looms over the airbase when a Sikorsky S-61A-
4 Nuri helicopter operated by No 3 Skn was shot down by the communist terrorists over Gubir with the 
loss of all hands on-board.  
 
The RMAF Butterworth, as the airbase is known back then, is also the birthplace of Malaysia’s jet 
fighter units namely No 11 Skn with CAC CA-27 Sabres in 1967. During Ops Gubir, F-5 fighters from 
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the airbase were launched to pound communist hideouts in Gubir, Kedah.  
 
This feat was later repeated again decades later, when two Hawk and five Hornet jets from No 15 
SKn and No 18 Skn were deployed to Labuan AFB from the airbase and took part during the opening 
hour of Ops Daulat in March 2013.  
 
Having had relinquished its control over the airbase in June 30, 1988 to the RMAF, the RAAF still 
maintained an infantry company (known as Butterworth Rifle Company) as well as a detachment of 
AP-3C Orion from No 92 Wing. The Five Power Defence Arrangement (FPDA) also has an Integrated 
Air Defence System HQ (IADS HQ) located at the airbase.  
 
It is unknown whether this factors have been considered in the proposed development plan as 
Butterworth AFB has a long and rich history and heritage that is significant to this country. For the 
record, the Butterworth AFB is the second RMAF airbase which will be closed down after decision 
being made to close and redeveloped the historically important and significant Sg Besi AFB in Kuala 
Lumpur. 

  

  

 

 

 

Finding a woman sobbing that she had locked her keys in her car,  

a passing soldier assures her that he can help.  

She looks on amazed as he removes his trousers, rolls them into a  

tight ball and rubs them against the car door.  

Magically it opens.  

"That's so clever," the woman gasps. "How did you do it?"   

 "Easy," replies the man. "These are my khakis".  
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER 

Trivia Answers (History) 
 

 
1. Fidel Castro 
2. Scotland 
3. Hawaii 
4. U-Boats 
5. Two 
6. Samurai 
7. Saint Patrick 
8. 1965 
9. The Red Cross 
10. Greenland 

 
 
 
 
Trivia Questions (Arts and Literature) for April (Answers in May Commscord) 
 
 

1. What H-word means designing, displaying and describing coats of arms and badges? 
 
2. What Agatha Christie novel was made up of two parts, England and Egypt? 
 
3. Which famous Disney cartoon character made his debut in the 1928 movie Steamboat 

Harry? 
 
4. In the Harry Potter books, what is the first name of Professor Dumbledore? 
 
5. To complete the full original title of a Shakespeare play, what three words follow “The 

Most Excellent and Lamentable Tragedy of “? 
 
6. What is Tchaikovsky’s ballet Le Lac des Cygnes commonly called? 
 
7. What Andrew Lloyd Webber musical sees naïve singer Christine  Daae seduced by a 

disfigured genius? 
 
8. When does Mary Poppins say she will leave? 
 
9. What nationality was the painter Rembrandt? 
 
10. Who was famous for saying “All you need to fly are lovely things and fairy dust”? 

 

14



 
485 Gympie Road  KEDRON 

QLD’S NUMBER ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP 

IN 2011 
YOUR NEW CAR TPi SALES REPRESENTATIVE  

S T E V E    H O R N E 
(07) 3632 3400  or  0414 637 037 
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AS WE WERE COLLECTION 2014 
(VERY LEAN PICKINGS SUBMITTED----NEED MORE PLEASE!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Clarkson & Gunship Sep1971 

John Clarkson 1960 

John ‘Dozer’ Dolton 2AOD 1968 Terry ‘Ginger’ Richards 2AOD 
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What is Celibacy? 
Celibacy can be a choice in life, or a condition imposed by 
circumstances.  
While attending a Marriage Weekend, my wife and I, listened 
to the instructor declare,  
'It is essential that husbands and wives know the things that 
are important to each other. ‘  
He then addressed the men, 'Can you name and describe your 
wife's favorite flower?'  
 I leaned over, touched my wife's hand gently, and whispered, 
'Self-raising, isn't it?'  
  

                            And thus began my life of celibacy..........  

 

 

 

 

 

    

Thanks John 
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Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist 

Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing? 

Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and 

Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through 

good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each 

individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.  

Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian 

and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form. 

Locations:  

328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)  11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine 

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au 
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