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REDCLIFFE T.P.I. CENTRE 
COMMITTEE 

 
 
 

President                 Max Davey      07 3285 4017 
Deputy President   Phil Hay BA, MPubAd, MEdSt,    07 3869 0250 
    AFAIM, JP(Qual) 
Vice President   John Clarkson     07 3385 6176  
  
Treasurer    Paddy Neill     07 5428 7853 
Secretary   Mick Karolak      07 3283 1721 
 
 
Social Director    Garry Fowler      07 5428 6831 
Welfare Officers  Paddy Neill     07 5428 7853 

Beryl Neill     07 5428 7853 
Gus Fraser     07 3264 1797 
Carol Fraser     07 3264 1797 
John Clarkson     07 3385 6176 

Editor     Pedro Newman     07 3889 5704 
Property Member  Bill Abboud JP(Qual)     07 3355 7329 
 
Auditor    Dean Barr 
 
Patron     Lillian van Litsenburg MP                 State Member for Redcliffe 

 
 

All correspondence should be directed to: 
The Secretary 

Redcliffe T.P.I. Centre 
PO Box 288 

Redcliffe 
Qld 4020 

 
Meetings are held at 10.30am on the first Monday of each month at the Redcliffe RSL. 
 
All T.P.I. members, prospective members and partners are welcome to attend. 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: The contents of this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Redcliffe T.P.I. Social 

Centre, the Editor, or the T.P.I. Association unless otherwise stated. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Hi To All  

   

Firstly I would like to thank the Members who called into the Bunnings 

Sausage Sizzle on February 26 after their trip to Yepoon was cancelled. The 

trip is now scheduled for 15-21 April.  

Since the  SMC  meeting things have settled down and a better understanding 

has evolved. I would also like to extend our congratulations to John Clarkson on his appointment 

as State Welfare Officer and Committee member.  

Garry has a number of wonderful trips organised this year. Hope the weather for these will be a 

lot better than it is at present. Keep the brollies handy.   

Regards Max 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

02 April 2012   Monthly Meeting Redcliffe RSL        Kokoda    Room 

10.30 a.m.      

06 April 2012               NO BBQ AS IS GOOD FRIDAY. BACK TO NORMAL NEXT MONTH. 

15-21 April 2012           IWASAKI RESORT RERUN $610 PER DOUBLE. 

18 April 2012                 Ladies Night Raffle. Meals subsidised $20. 

 

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS 

 

   

 

CAROL FRASER  GUS FRASER          JOHN CLARKSON    BERYL NEILL  PADDY NEILL 

 

Our Welfare Officers live in the following areas for your information. Please contact the Officer 

closest to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so wish. 
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ALBANY CREEK Carol Fraser  07 3264 1797  0427 174 469 

 Gus Fraser  07 3264 1797  0427 174 469 

BURPENGARY Paddy Neill  07 5428 7853  0488 237 799 

 Beryl Neill  07 5428 7853 

NARANGBA John Clarkson 07 3385 6176  0427 570 723 

 

THE MISSING DOLLAR 

The answer is there is no missing dollar. 
If they paid a total $30 and got back $3, that means they paid $28,  and the bell 
hop kept $2 that adds up to $30. 
 

FRONT PAGE PHOTO.Warrant Officer Andrew Newman, an Air Refuelling Operator from 
No. 33 Squadron shows 8 year old Eli Aldridge from Wakerley around his work area inside the 
KC-30A refuelling aircraft. No. 36 Squadron (36 SQN) maintains a close affiliation with the 
Starlight Foundation. The foundation exists to help seriously ill children and their families cope 
with their pain, fear and isolation through entertainment, education and family activities. To 
this end 36 SQN, together with Fun Flight, offered a family day for interested children and their 
guardians with support requested from several RAAF Amberley units. Static displays on the day 
included C-17 and KC-30 aircraft, Bushmaster and Panther vehicle displays, fire fighting 
techniques, Military Working Dog display including puppies from the breeding program. A 
barbeque lunch was also provided for the guests. Other invited charities included Heart Kids, 
Camp Quality and Ronald McDonald House. The day was a huge success, with a total of 
approximately four hundred attendees.  

 

AIR TRAVEL CAN BE TIME CONSUMING 
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WE FOUGHT FOR YOU - 

WILL YOU NOW FIGHT FOR US? 
On ANZAC Day, as well as              

remembering those who didn’t      

return home, please spare a thought 

for those who did. 

Call or write to your Federal MP and Senators and have 

your say about this disgraceful treatment. 

 Find out more at www.standto.org  and please spread 

the word to your family and friends. 

We served Australia with pride.  

Asking for help doesn’t come easily for us.  

But we need your support NOW to STOP the erosion of 

our disability and retirement pensions. 

Along with the physical 

and mental scars, many 

of us also suffer the       

indignity of struggling  

financially on disability 

or retirement pensions 

that have lost real        

purchasing power. 
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485 Gympie Road  KEDRON 

QLD’S NUMBER ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP 

IN 2011 
YOUR NEW CAR TPi SALES REPRESENTATIVE  

S T E V E    H O R N E 
(07) 3632 3400  or  0414 637 037 
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50th ANNIVERSARY OF AUSTRALIA’S INVOLVMENT IN VIETNAM WAR 
1962 - 2012 
HONOUR THE DEAD BUT FIGHT LIKE HELL FOR THE LIVING 

AUSTRALIA REMEMBERS VIETNAM, 50 YEARS ON 
 
2012 marks the 50TH Anniversary of the announcement of Australia’s involvement in the 
Vietnam War. The Vietnam War was fought from July 1962 to April 1975 and cost the lives of 
521 brave Australian heroes in conflict and many thousands after as a result of wounds, injury 
and health problems with many more veterans and their families still suffering today. 
The Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia Qld Branch (VVAA QLD) in conjunction with the 
AATTV, VVFAQ, Qld RSL and the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces Association, Qld Branch 
intends conducting two activities to commemorate this very important event. These two events 
are a: 
50TH ANNIVESARY COMMEMORATIVE LUNCHEON 
 
This activity is to be conducted on Thursday 16th August 2012 at the North’s Leagues Club 1347 
ANZAC Avenue Kallangur commencing at 1130 hr. for 1200 hr. and concluding at approx. 1500 
hr. The registration form for this event is attached. 
MENU AND ENTERTAINMENT 
The menu is to consist of a two course alternate drop main course and dessert and 
entertainment is to be provided by a group called Radio Saigon. One of the members of this 
group is a Vietnam Vet. 
FUNCTION ROOM SET UP 
The function room is to set up with tables of ten, so why not get a group together and book a 
table. If you do not have a group of ten then you will be seated accordingly. The VVAA Qld 
executive has decided that to add a bit of interest to the event, we will be naming each table 
with names such as Long Tan, Carol, Balmoral, Bien Hoa, DMZ, Iron Triangle, War Zone D, Vung 
Tau, Danang etc. A full list is included on the registration form, so when making your booking 
please indicate what table name you would like. Obviously some names will be more popular 
than others so the earlier you book the more chance there is of getting the name you want. Even 
though we have listed some name you may have one of your own but please no names of units, 
personnel etc. 
RAFFLE 
The VVAA Qld Exec will also be running a monster raffle with single tickets being $2.00 each or a 
book of five tickets for $10.00. If you require any tickets please indicate on your registration 
form the number required and enclose your money.  We have not finalised the number of prizes 
at this time. Once finalised there should be in excess of $2000.00 worth of prizes. This raffle is to 
drawn on the afternoon of this function. If any group or individual would like to donate a prize it 
would be greatly appreciated and publicised. 
PAYMENT 
You are responsible for the payment for yourself and your guests for attendance at each event. 
You will be required to make two payments, one being a deposit and the second the balance.  
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A deposit of $20.00 per head is required no later than the 31st April with the balance being paid 
no later than 31st July 2012. The balance payable will be advised to you prior to this date. It is 
envisaged at this stage that the final cost should not be more than $35.00 per person attending 
dependent on acceptance of grant applications. 
REFUNDS 
The fees paid by members will only be refunded if they cancel prior to Friday 3rd August 2012. 
Cancellations after this date will only be refunded in the case of an emergency which will be 
determined by the VVAA Qld State Executive. Raffle purchases will not be refunded. 
50th Anniversary Commemorative March and Memorial Service 
This activity is to be conducted again as usual on Saturday 18th August, Vietnam Veterans Day. 
The Treasury Casino has allowed us to congregate in the Premier’s Bar over the last few years 
plus they have provided us with reduced price drinks and finger food. The veterans normally 
meet at the Casino from 0930 hr. onward. We believe that this will happen again. 
This year we have invited the AATTV to join with us and lead the march as it is the 50th 
Anniversary of the first group or AATTV members under Colonel Ted Serong to arrive in Vietnam 
thus commencing our involvement. Mr Keith Payne VC OAM has been approached to be our 
guest speaker at the Service. 
Veterans are to form up in Redacliff Place from 1145 hr. ready to step off at Midday to march to 
ANZAC Square for the service. The march will be led by the National Servicemen’s pipes and 
drums followed by the AATV, then Australian veterans. We believe at this time that there will be 
a contingent of Kiwis attending so they will form up behind the Australian vets. The Kiwis will be 
followed by the Vietnamese. 
On arrival at ANZAC Square, we will then conduct the Memorial Service at approx.. 1230 hr and 
should conclude no later than 1330 hr. Once the service has concluded the veterans and friends 
are invited to attend the hotel on Ann Street opposite ANZAC Square for refreshments or they 
may wish to return to the Casino. 
All Assn, units and personnel including the Sons and Daughters are cordially invited to attend 
both of these activities. 
Yours Sincerely 

 
John P Smith OAM, JP (Qual) 
President/Secretary 
VVAA Qld Branch Inc. 
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Dolton’s travels continues 

We had a great weekend in Melbourne for the reunion and it was a pleasure to catch up so 

many old mates. 

Our memories were refreshed with a display of photos via OHP, then trying to link the young 

faces with the decrepit face we now wear. 

After the reunion we continued onto Phillip Island and visited the Vietnam Vets Museum 

which I commend to everyone to visit if you are down that way. 

I may have scared the gremlin away as, touch wood we haven’t had any major disasters since 

the reunion. 

We have been travelling with Bill & Gloria Abboud and Ken & Maureen Rays since Phillip 

Island and have done over the great Ocean Road which was magnificent.  

However the Victorian foul weather has been following us all the way. 

By the time we got to Portland we were experiencing gale force winds, 5 mins of sun then 30 

mins of rain followed by another short sunny break but all the time accompanied by 

SERIOUS WINDS. 

Anne managed to get a Cray at Portland and I must admit it was worth the price. 

Anne managed to do her SALT trick again, when she went to put some on the Cray only to 

have the lid come off and end up with a ton of salt on it (was not impressed). 

At Mt Gambier at present then onto Ballarat and Bendigo for Easter. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

     JOHN AND ANN                                                                                BILL AND GLORIA 
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Vietnam Veterans’ Education Centre (VVEC) 

The Prime Minister Julia Gillard and the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Warren Snowdon, 

launched the Australian Government’s commitment of $3.3 million towards a world-first 

education centre honouring Vietnam veterans on 8 March 2011. Click here for the Minister's 

media release.  

The VVEC will be a centre for both education and commemoration. It is not a traditional 

museum but will use multimedia technology to tell the story of the Vietnam War. The VVEC 

will also be accessible via the internet. The purpose of Australia’s funding contribution is to 

ensure that when Americans remember and learn of the Vietnam War, they will also 

remember and learn of the significant contribution that Australian servicemen and women 

made there.  

Established in 1979, the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial Fund (VVMF) is dedicated to 

preserving the legacy of the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial in Washington, DC, promoting 

healing and educating about the impact of the Vietnam War. Authorised by Congress, its 

most recent initiative is building The Education Centre. The two story underground building 

will be adjacent to the Vietnam Memorial ‘The Wall.’ 

Now that US funding plans and building plans are well advanced, detailed Australian 

planning for the VVEC was commenced in 2012. DVA will consult widely with the Vietnam 

veterans’ community, principally through Ex-Service Organisations, the Prime Minister’s 

Advisory Council, the Ex-Service Round Table and the VetAffairs newspaper. Ex-Service 

Organisations wishing to stay abreast of developments are invited to register their interest at 

VVEC@dva.gov.au providing name and contact details, including email address of a point of 
contact.  

Further information is available at http://buildthecenter.org/ 

Australia’s Vietnam veterans are encouraged to contribute their stories through the following 

link: http://www.buildthecenter.org/component/content/article/166.html  
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INCREASE TO VETERAN PENSION RATES ON 20 MARCH 
 

The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Warren Snowdon, has today announced that from 
20 March 2012, around 312,000 veterans, partners, war widows and widowers will 
receive an increase in their pensions and income support payments. 
 
Mr Snowdon said improvements to the bi-annual pension indexation process are part 
of the reforms introduced by the Australian Government in order to deliver a fairer 
pension system. 
 
“The increase I have announced today as part of this indexation process will assist 
the veteran community by providing the extra support needed to help cope with 
increased living costs,” he said.  
 
The first full pension payment at the new rates will be on the pension payday 5 April 
2012.  
 
The table below highlights the key changes to fortnightly rates. 
 

Pension Old Rate  
(per fortnight) 

New Rate  
(per fortnight) 

20 March 

Increase 

Service Pension—single $748.80 $755.50 $6.70 

Service Pension—couples $1,129.00 
couple 

$564.50 each 

$1,139.00 
couple 

$569.50 each  

$10.00 
$5.00 

War Widow Pension $758.70 $765.60  $6.90 

Income Support Supplement $226.80 $228.90  $2.10 

Special Rate (TPI) Pension $1,143.80 $1,154.20  $10.40 

Intermediate Rate Disability 
Pension 

$776.30 $783.40  $7.10 

Extreme Disablement Adjustment $631.50 $637.30  $5.80 

100 per cent General Rate of 
Disability 

$406.40 $410.10  
 

$3.70 
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Freecall 

All Areas   1800 672 331   All Hours  
 

A Local Family Company 

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au 

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families 
Since 1994. 

 

 

 Sharing the Memories 
We’re here to help a family honour the 
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute. 

 A celebration of the loved one’s life.  
A thoughtful  service that brings family 

and friends together to share the  
memories of a lifetime of love.  

 

For funeral arrangements  
to meet every need and  
every budget we’re only  

a phone call away. 
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70 YEARS SINCE PERTH SUNK IN SUNDA STRAIT 

The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Warren Snowdon, today encouraged Australians to remember 

those who fought and died during the Battle of the Sunda Strait during the Second World War. 

Mr Snowdon said today marked 70 years since HMAS Perth was sunk during that battle, with the loss 

of 357 Australians, including three civilians. 

“Perth had been providing support to Allied forces in the Java Sea, as part of a larger operation to 

interrupt a planned seaborne invasion of Java by the Japanese,” Mr Snowdon said. 

“The Allies had faced superior Japanese naval forces, outnumbered by warships and lacking air 

support. In spite of the odds, those on board HMAS Perth, along with the crews of Dutch, British and 

United States warships fought courageously. Several Allied ships were lost, but Perth survived with  

only minor damage.” 

“On 28 February 1942, Perth attempted to sail through the Sunda Strait alongside the United States 

cruiser, USS Houston, both ships were sunk by a vastly superior force of Japanese destroyers and 

cruisers, in what was the Battle of the Sunda Strait,” he said.  

“Out of the 680 sailors and 6 members of the RAAF on board Perth, more than 350 were killed, 

including the commanding officer, Captain Hector Waller. Those who survived the sinking were 

captured by the Japanese and were held as prisoners of war. One in three did not survive the war”. 

“Those sailors and airmen onboard Perth made a terrible sacrifice and Australia owes them all a debt 

of gratitude which can never be fully repaid.” 

“It is important to remember the sacrifice of those sailors on board HMAS Perth and all men and 

women in uniform who risked, and often gave, their lives for Australia,” Mr Snowdon said. 

 

And finally the joke picture of the week. (only in the N.T.) 
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