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DATES TO REMEMBER
03 SEPTEMBER2015

Mediterranean Night at Dolphins Doors open 6.45

03 SEPTEMBER 2015

PVA Meeting 10.00 at Redcliffe RSL Meeting Room.

07 SEPTEMBER 2015

Monthly Meeting

Redcliffe Bridge Club

(old bowls club)

09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start.
11 SEPTEMBER 2015

BBQ at Jamieson Park, Scarborough 10.30 for 11.30 lunch.

15-18 SEPTEMBER 2015

ANNUAL GOLF TRIP TO TENTERFIELD.

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS

Carol

Gus

John

Beryl

Paddy

Anna

George

Charmaine

Our Welfare Officers live in the following areas for your information. Please contact the Officer closest
to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so wish.
ALBANY CREEK

Carol Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Gus Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Paddy Neill

07 5428 7853

0488 237 799

Beryl Neill

07 5428 7853

NARANGBA

John Clarkson

07 3385 6176

KURWONGBAH

Anna Douglas

Ningi/Bribie Island

Charmaine Roberts

BURPENGARY

0427 570 723
0407 747 621

07 5429 5805

0419 779 012

/Caboolture and
Morayfield
REDCLIFFE

George Williamson

0413 103 608

ADVOCACY OFFICER
John Smith from Caboolture Vietnam Veterans Sub Branch is a Level 3 Advocacy Officer who has
kindly offered his services to our members. He may be contacted on: 07 3888 7001

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
At our August meeting we had a good roll up including new members joining our
Redcliffe TPI family. Welcome to Rod and Coral McClennan – I am sure you will
both enjoy being part of our group.
At our BBQ (7 August) windcheaters were in order and for the
second BBQ in a row we installed some tarps around the shed
for protection. Actually, there weren’t too many of us there until
the sun made its presence felt and warmed things up. Then we
had a big group revelling in the sunshine.
And you can leave your reality TV shows at home when you
come on down to Jamieson Park - our TPI kitchen rules around the hotplates when
we get sizzling in Scarborough. In August we again had our own garrulous
gastronomes preparing nourishing nosh for our TPI family. As you can see from the
photo, Bruce, Bill and Ron were clearly enjoying their time at the hotplates, and
Bruce is obviously adept with a knife – surgical precision required by the look of it.

BBQs give us an opportunity to catch up with our extended TPI family, especially
those who travel a little further than most. Wayne and Anna brought Luke and baby
Hugh along, and Paul and Cheryl as well as Jason, Julia and Ellysa were visiting
from the Downs where it had been frosty, and then to round it all off Peter Allen
rolled up. We are always delighted to see our younger veterns and their families
enjoying the superb sunshine, fantastic food and our convivial company.
On 21 August we sailed on the Kookaburra Queen river cruise,
savouring a delightful and relaxing lunch amid excellent company.
Rain threatened, but nothing could dampen our enthusiasm for
enjoying ourselves that day. Despite the threat of rain, I suggested
that morning I might not need a jacket, but Diane said I will, so my
Mere Male Survival Guide kicked in – a jacket became de rigueur.
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Here are a few photos from the trip, and as usual would anyone else with photos
please give a digital copy to Pedro for our 2015 photo CD.

On Monday 10 August we sizzled sensationally at Bunnings.
It was a public holiday, and although Bunnings didn’t open
until 9am we had a very profitable day. Bunnings provided a
gala atmosphere for the day with fairy floss, ice cream, and a
variety of personalities, including a bearded lady and ninja turtles. As you can see,
the mid-morning crew were excited to be visited by one of Bunnings the Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles.
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At our August BBQ there was discussion
among some of us that we might take a trip
on The Ghan. So now for a heads up.
Great Southern Rail (GSR) was formed in
1997 when the federal government
privatised Australia National, a government
owned railway. A government subsidy of
up to 55 per cent for pensioners and up to
88 per cent for war veterans was put into
the privatisation arrangement.
However, that key condition of sale now appears to be WPB-bound. The federal
government has cut $9 million in funding that was used to subsidise the travel costs
of veterans, pensioners and seniors. The loss of subsidies will take effect from July
next year. From what I can determine, GSR intend that the number of services will
be halved for these trains. I also understand that fares will possibly rise, although
GSR is saying that it will offer a 20 per cent discount to concession passengers.
If you intend travelling on the Indian Pacific, The Ghan, or The Overland – think
about making plans soon. Begin planning to go before next July, and book your
place early as demand for places by seniors, pensioners and veterans might
increase when the community realises government subsidies will be discontinued.
As you know, 18 August was Vietnam Veterans Day, and as
usual we provided a wreath to be placed at the Redcliffe
Memorial during their commemoration ceremony.

Thanks to Ralph and Martin
for doing this important job
on our behalf. Once again, it
is always good to see two
generations of our veterans
working together. We were
pleased to see quite a large
contingent of contemporary
veterans joining with Vietnam
veterans at the Redcliffe
ceremony.
If you are on Facebook, you
may have seen Martin’s post,
and will have noticed that
Martin’s clan was at the
ceremony to support him.
Well done, you two fellas!
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I have been keeping an eye on the Senate Inquiry into Mental
Health in the ADF. Last time I looked there were 68 submissions
from a wide range of sources. The list of submissions can be seen
at the following website (you can’t view the submissions on-line but
you can download them - note that most are too long to print).
	
  	
  

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs
_Defence_and_Trade/ADF_Mental_Health
I thought the Defence/ADF submission (18 pages) and the DVA submission (54
pages) were verbose and defensive, outlining their research and what they (the
government) are doing. But to my way of thinking they fell somewhat short on how
to practically address homelessness and suicide in the veteran community and the
implications for families. By contrast, the ADSO submission (17 pages) is succinct,
empathetic to the problem of veteran homelessness and suicide, and addresses the
implications for families. It is a good read and proposes some practical solutions.
Whatever you might think about social media, and it certainly does
have some problems, the use of social media is increasing, and is
being used to good effect by Redcliffe TPI members to communicate
within our Redcliffe TPI family. For example we use Facebook to
share information and follow various members in their travels.
Social media is also being used to support veterans in trouble. For example, there
are many Australian Facebook pages, including “Overwatch” pages where veterans
look out for each other and then marshal resources to assist where necessary. Yet
another use of social media is to redress an injustice that might be perpetrated upon
people including veterans. This month I want to highlight a few examples of how
social media is being used to help veterans.
The first example is a Facebook page I follow titled
“Veterans Off The Streets – Australia (VOTSA)”.
VOTSA is a registered charity dedicated to finding a
permanent home for homeless veterans.
They
achieve great results and I want to share one with
you. The following post is from the VOTSA Facebook site:
Just received a call from a Veteran we assisted in Adelaide who was
expressing his heartfelt gratitude for the assistance VOTSA provided him
during our recent mission there.
This Veteran reports he was alone and living in very rough conditions for
about 18 months before we travelled to SA to find and assist him. With the
combined support of DVA, SA Health and now the Repatriation Hospital at
Daw Park, our guy is healing, feeling supported, full of praise for our team
and on the path to reclaiming his life.
I want to thank all our supporters, our committee and those who advise us of
Veterans in distress. Seeing someone reclaim their dignity is the best feeling
anyone can experience.

6

The second example is a Facebook page for
Exercise Stone Pillow.
Corporal Elena
Rowland is a key player in this program, so I
want to give you some of her background,
and how Exercise Stone Pillow came about.
In 2004 Corporal Rowland enlisted into the
Australian Army (RAAMC) and deployed to
Banda Aceh in response to the Indonesian
tsunami, and to Fitzroy Crossing (WA) as
part of the Army Aboriginal Community
Assistance Program.
In 2007 Corporal Rowland represented the
Australian Army in Exercise Long Look (UK)
and went on a two-week international peacekeeping exercise to Lithuania. In 2009
she transferred to RAADC and deployed to Indonesia on Operation Padang Assist.
In 2013 Corporal Rowland wanted to address veteran homelessness, and realised
the best way to raise awareness would be to walk in the veterans’ shoes. So she
rallied others to join her sleeping rough in Queensland. This annual campout event
is now known as “Exercise Stone Pillow” and will go national from next year. This
year it will be held at Dorrington Park Ashgrove on 17 October starting 3pm.
The third example is a Facebook page that is part of
an RSL response to veteran homelessness in NSW.
Through its LifeCare program, RSL NSW started
Homes for Heroes at Narrabeen. This program is
mainly for veterans of contemporary conflicts, ex-servicemen and women post-1991
and their families who are homeless. In addition to permanent residents, they
periodically provide accommodation for families and veterans on a short stay basis.
Homes for Heroes is a comprehensive rehabilitation service, overseen by an
Afghanistan Veteran, where residents are required to give back by doing volunteer
work, mentoring others, or engaging in education, training, and rehabilitation.
So there you have it - the problem of veteran homelessness is very real, and there
are Facebook pages actively supporting and looking out for veterans. The ones I
have mentioned here are but three of many.
I now want to continue on this theme for a little longer, so bear
with me as I inform you of a great result for a Vietnam veteran
suffering from PTSD and other complications who was about to
be deported. He was saved by the RSL, legal intervention, and massive media
exposure including an on-line petition on Change.org spread through Facebook.
The on-line petition was spotted and then put on a couple of Facebook pages by
Peter Allen. You may have seen it when I signed the petition and then shared it. In
a single day, the petition went from 300 supporters to over 16,500 supporters. The
next page will tell the story and the result that was achieved.
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This is a story about Michael McFadden. I have used and summarized two
sources; the on-line petition I mentioned previously, and a media story published
after Michael’s McFadden’s deportation order was revoked.
Michael’s background – he migrated to Australia when he was 10 and was in the
Australian Army when he went to Vietnam in the late 1960s (the DVA Nominal Roll
shows that he was posted to 103 Sig Sqn).
The problem - he is an Irish citizen whose permanent residency in Australia was
automatically revoked because of a recent prison term. He is a father of 3 and
grandfather of 6, and faced deportation to the UK. If deported, Michael would have
had no support network in the UK, no access to housing, and no ongoing medical
care because his injuries are from service to Australia, not the UK. As the on-line
petition stated, it’s just crazy - if you've served Australia in war, then surely you've
earned the right to live here.
Michael’s injuries – he suffers PTSD, brain damage and alcohol issues as a
consequence of his service. These conditions went untreated due to a lack of
proper support, and his mental health deteriorated. Apparently, Michael's family
noticed severe changes in his personality, later revealed to be the result of brain
damage from his alcohol dependency. His lawyer said it marked the start of
Michael’s trouble with the law, which ultimately landed him in prison last year.
The federal government - they cancelled his permanent visa, as they are entitled to
do under legislation. Although Michael had served with the ADF in Vietnam and
had lived in Sydney for over 60 years, this disabled veteran was placed in Villawood
Detention Centre and was about to be kicked out of the country.
The petition – The petition was raised on the Change.org site. Peter Allen (TPI
Redcliffe) saw it and put the petition on a couple of veteran Facebook pages. The
petition went from 300 supporters early in the morning to over 16,500 in a day overwhelming support from the veteran and wider community.
Corrective action - on 13 August Immigration Minister Peter Dutton intervened. As
Michael’s lawyer said, it was the sudden burst of media attention that seemed to
have made the difference. "We made our submissions to the Immigration Minister
over two months ago … it's fantastic that … we're able to achieve this outcome and
secure Mr McFadden's release". "We're certainly going to be looking to secure
Michael's citizenship. As far as we're concerned, he served in the Australian Army
and ... he certainly deserves Australian citizenship".
Outcome - Michael McFadden was moved out of detention. The last I heard was
that, after a family reunion, Michael was to be moved into a residential care facility
for veterans called Homes for Heroes.
So, a bit long winded, but I hope I have provided some insight into some of the good
stuff that happens on social media, and what can be achieved through social media
to help homeless veterans, veterans suffering from PTSD, and therefore veterans
who are also vulnerable to suicide.
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On 20 April 2015 the TPI Federation wrote to the Prime Minister about
two issues; the maintenance of current indexation for veterans disability
compensation (not CPI only), and the inadequacy of compensation paid
to Special Rate disability pensioners (economic loss component of
Special Rate Pension - above 100% of the General Rate). The letter is
co-signed by the Naval Association, the RAR Association, the Partners
of Veterans Association, and The Peacekeepers & Peacemakers Association.
I don't recall being advised of this activity, and only came across it on Facebook
through a petition being circulated on Change.org, which has now been shared to
members via email. I have downloaded a copy of the letter, and have obtained a
copy of the Prime Minister’s response, as well as a copy of the TPI Federation
press release. I have provided copies to Secretary Mick for inclusion in our
correspondence.
I am not aware of the overall strategy or of the specific tactics, so all I will not say
anything at this stage – let’s see where it goes from here.
Finally, because September is the month for our gallant golfers to go
on their annual pilgrimage to Tenterfield, I thought I might share this
story I stole from Peter FitzSimons.
A golfer is walking down his golf course carrying his clubs, when he
sees an Arab being held up at gunpoint. He pulls out a wedge, creeps up behind
the gunman and smashes it over the back of his head, knocking him unconscious.
"You probably saved my life," says the grateful Arab. "I am a member of the Saudi
royal family and I have the power and money to give you anything you desire as a
reward." The golfer glances at his golf bag: "Well, some golf clubs would be nice.
Two weeks later, the Sheikh's secretary calls up. "We've got your golf clubs," she
says, "but the Sheikh would like to apologise to you in advance: two of them don't
have swimming pools."
Here in Redcliffe TPI we can’t offer you one of these golf clubs, but we can offer you
empathy and friendship. So come and join us at our September monthly meeting
and then at our renowned Jamieson Park BBQ – see you there!
And remember; don’t talk unless you can improve the silence.
Cheers everyone, and take care.

Phil
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Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.
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The Australian Federation of Totally and Permanently Incapacitated
Ex-Servicemen & Women Ltd (Incorporated in the ACT) | ACN 008 591 704 ABN 61 008 591 704
Patron-In-Chief: His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd)

TPI FEDERATION AUSTRALIA
“Different Conflicts – Same Sacrifice”
T 07 5570 3428 M 0400 738 139 | E secretary@tpifed.org.au | PO Box 455, BROADBEACH, QLD 4218

MEDIA RELEASE
DISABLED VETERANS STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE
ON MEAGRE GOVERNMENT COMPENSATION
In April of this year the Australian Federation of Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Ex-Servicemen &
Women wrote to the Prime Minister and asked that the Special Rate/Totally & Permanently Incapacitated
(SR/TPI) Compensation be adjusted to reflect today’s standard of living.
The Federation is asking that the most disabled Veterans in the community be allowed to live in dignity and
with some self-esteem by having the SR/TPI Compensation increased to 100% of the average weekly wage. It
is currently at 43%. This has diminished over the past 65 years from 80% to 43%.
This is a deplorable situation for our most affected Veterans. This explains a number of things –
• the number of Veterans who are homeless,
• the number of Veterans’ whose spouses/partners must work in order to bring in a worthwhile income for
them and their children,
• the number of Veterans who cannot afford the ever increasing cost of living – especially electricity
costs,
• the number of Veteran and Civilian organisations who are relied on to provide the very services that the
Government should be providing,
• and the number of Veterans who cannot hold their heads high with the proud knowledge that they have
done their country proud and that the Government will look after them. .
It is most disappointing that at this time of immense fiscal wastage that the Government cannot find less than
half of 1% of GDP to look after those who have already looked after them.

TPI Federation Campaign Contacts
Tony Mogridge (0429) 939 314
Pat McCabe
(0417) 291 546

PRESIDENT
Tony Mogridge
0429 939 314

VICE PRESIDENT
Pat McCabe
0417 291 546

http://www.tpifed.org.au

SECRETARY
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Robert Johnston
0400 738 139

Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER

Trivia Questions (Entertainment) Sep 2015
1.

In the History of the Logie Awards, which TV show has won the most Logies?

2.

Which 1997 movie finally sank Star Wars from its position as all-time box office champ?

3.

Which rock star was Johnny Depp’s inspiration for Jack Sparrow (Pirates of the Caribbean).

4.

Which TV tough guys drink scotch at the Bada Bing?

5.

Which duo included George Michael before he went solo?

6.

What actually is “An American Beauty” in the movie of the same name?

7.

What movie brought Nicole Kidman an Oscar nomination for her performance as the courtesan
Satine?

8.

Which singer fronted the Australian band The Angels and died in 2014 of brain cancer.

9.

What kind of animals starred in the movie Happy Feet?

10.

What Indiana Jones trademark came from Herbert Johnson of Saville Row?

Remember seeing this bloke?
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RIO

CERATO HATCH

KOUP

SOUL

RONDO 7seater

GRAND CARNIVAL

SPORTAGE

CERATO SEDAN

OPTIMA

SORENTO 4WD

PRO-CEED HOT HATCH

485 Gympie Road KEDRON, QLD’S NUMBER
ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP for 2013, Your New Car TPi Sales
Representative is
STEVE HORNE

Phone - (07) 3634 3371 or 0414 637 037
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VIETNAM HISTORY
Story told to Bob Meehan by Noel Hains
Way back in 1968-69, Victor Company, New Zealand infantry were attached to 4 RAR. While on operations
near the Courtney Rubber Plantation in the north of Phuoc Tuy Province, South Vietnam, a Forward scout
saw something that didn’t look right in the thick scrub in front of him……. A section of their fineness moved
forward to discover an old French Citroën car. As the photos show they dragged it clear of the
undergrowth ….Please NOTE!!! The number plate……and bullet holes. repaired and painted it…………they
were instructed to get rid of it as it was not military issued………not to be out-done by the authorities, some
red and white paint mixed together, they painted it PINK and then donated it to Sister Pam Terry (Nurse) of
the RNZNC to be used by them to drive around Vung Tau……This was then passed on to each of the Aussie
and Kiwi nurses over that following years…

After taking it back to Nui Dat…..a little mechanical work and a new paint job…they had it up and
running……… but alas, it was not of military issue…They were told to get rid of it…not to be out-done by the
authorities they came up with a plan..(Don’t we all ???) .
So with a tin of red paint and a tin of white paint……..they re-painted it PINK.

With bullet holes still visible, they donated the vehicle to Sister Pam Terry of the RNZNC for her Kiwi nurses
and the Aussie nurses down at Vung Tau to get around in……
Thanks John C.
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UPDATE FROM THE FREE RANGE CHOOKS

Hi Pedro,
Thought it was about time I checked in and let all know that we are alive and well. We are currently
on Exmouth WA. We safely made the journey across the Gibb river road the sights were fantastic,
however will never do again crossed of the bucket list.
There are so many places and things that we have been to and seen it's hard to pick a favourite.
I think that we both loved the horizontal falls. I'm attaching a couple of photos from here at
Exmouth.
Please give our regards to all of our TPI community.
Garry and Helen Fowler.
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER
Trivia Answers
1. Home and Away.
2. Titanic.
3. Keith Richards (Rolling Stones guitarist).
4. The Sopranos.
5. Wham.
6. A rose.
7. Moulin Rouge.
8. Doc Neeson.
9. Penguins.
10. His hat.

Anybody remember what aircraft this is?
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