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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
As spring dawned on our September General Meeting, Social Guru Garry updated 
us on coming events, including a heads up on his intention to get a bus group 
together to see “Wicked” at the Lyric Theatre (South Brisbane) next year.  
 

For those of you who are interested, Wicked is the story of the 
witches of Oz.  Long before Dorothy dropped in, two girls met 
in the Land of Oz - one of them, born with emerald-green skin, 
is smart, fiery and misunderstood.  The other is beautiful, 
ambitious and very popular.  Wicked tells the story of these 
two unlikely friends and how they became the Wicked Witch of 

the West and Glinda the Good.  Wicked has won 90 major awards including a 
Grammy, 3 Tonys, and 6 Helpmanns including Best Musical. 
 
I can tell you interest is high, things are moving quickly, and places are filling fast.  
So if you want to go, and haven’t done so, you had better contact Garry very soon. 
 

Spring also came to our September BBQ, where the weather was 
sunny, the location stunning, and the food splendid. Being an 
apolitical organization, we usually manage keep religion, politics 
and politicians away from our events; however, we did welcome a 
visit by our Patron Luke Howarth.  Here are a couple of photos from 
the BBQ including one with Luke and some of the boys. 
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This past month we had 
our usual weekly raffles at 
Redcliffe RSL.  However, 
we also had help from our 
young brigade.  This first 
night we thought perhaps 
we could have registered 
as the three amigos plus 
one – fortunately we had 
more sense than to wear 
silly sombreros. 
 
 

Then the next Wednesday 
night we again had help 
from the young brigade.  It 
began to feel like family 
support month with the 
young ones turning up to 
help.  Isn’t it good to see 
them taking an interest in 
what their pop is doing?  
To the young ones, thank 
you for helping us, and I 
am sure we learnt a new 
trick or two. 

 
Be sure you contact the Social Guru to check in for our October trip to Caloundra 
Races (Corbould Park).  Our hosts, the Sunshine Coast Turf Club (SCTC), have 
again agreed to allow us access to the member’s enclosure, where you will discover 
a definite relaxed “picnic races” atmosphere on the day.  There will be more 
information from the Guru at our October meeting. 

 

 
 

Did you know that Edward Corbould, who was a grazier, owned the property on 
which the SCTC now operates.  The Caloundra City Council purchased the land in 
1979, and the Sunshine Coast Racing Unit Trust purchased the freehold title in July 
2007.  The SCTC grass racetrack is regarded as one of the best in Australia and the 
club also has a synthetic “cushion” (inside) track as well.  The SCTC conducted its 
first race meeting in 1985, and now has a first class racing and training facility. 
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And while I have you 
in a sporting frame of 
mind, September is 
TPI golf month.  So, 
as usual, the boy’s 
went away for their 

annual pilgrimage to pay homage to 
the golf deities at Tenterfield on the 
tablelands. 
 
I am reliably informed they had yet 
another great trip.  Of course the usual 
prizes were awarded, including the TPI 
Cup and the Naga.  There may be 
some tales to tell, but I understand JD 
is providing a report for Commscord, 
so I won’t steal any of his thunder. 
 
Now, even if you don’t like golf, you 
really should take a look at this YouTube video which can only be described as a 
very extraordinary golf swing: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Md08xx3n1o4  We 
are all waiting for a Redcliffe TPI version to surface. 
 
Bob Hadlow has provided some great photos from the golf trip for you to enjoy here.  
There are many more photos, and maybe some of Bob’s handy work will accompany 
John Dalton’s report on the trip.  The photos will certainly make it onto our annual 
CD of Redcliffe TPI photos. 
 
This selection of photos provides an insight into three different phases of this ancient 
game.  The first shows some of our lads hard at work on the golf course, the second 
highlights how they steel themselves for another strenuous round, and the third 
exemplifies golf innovation - a buggy with a difference. 
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And now for some boring news before I move on.  There is a new DVA Factsheet on 
Pension Rates, Limits and Allowances (IS30) showing the changes as from 20 
September 2014.  A copy was sent to members by email, but if you didn’t get a copy, 
it can be found on the DVA website under “Factsheets”.  
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Well, the girls have certainly enjoyed themselves lately - sans les garçons (without 
the boys).  First up was lunch at the Bracken Ridge Tavern, and I understand the 
setting and the food were very much to their liking.  This photo certainly shows big 
smiles all round (winners are grinners I guess). 
 

 
And then, while the boys were away on their golf pilgrimage, a few of the girls set off 
on a trip of their own - to the Customs House in downtown BrisVegas for High Tea.  I 
understand many of the girls don’t go to Brisbane too often these days, so it was 
very pleasing to know they were down by the river enjoying the good life.  Once 
again the photo provides us with irrefutable evidence of that! 
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I can now tell you that the past month has been full on for our 
sausage sizzling team.  I will begin with a sizzle we did on 30 
August, and will go into a bit of detail because it highlights 
how we work together as an organization to get things done. 

 
You may not realize it, but Bunnings allocates sizzle days to a range of organizations 
each year, including us, and we appreciate their support.  There are, however, 
occasions when another organization is scheduled to work the sizzle, but fails to turn 
up.  We have previously informed Bunnings that we are prepared to step in and help 
on these occasions, and have done so a number of times.  Our willingness to assist 
them in this way has resulted in us having a good relationship with Bunnings, and 
the quid pro quo has been a generous allocation of sizzle days for us. 
 
A planned sizzle takes quite a bit 
of organizing, but when another 
group fails to turn up, and we step 
in to take their place, the day can 
start off a little hectic.  30 August 
was one of those days.  
 
That morning, after Mick and Faye 
Karolak took the phone call from 
Bunnings, they did a fantastic job 
arranging supplies and contacting 
potential volunteers.  This photo shows one of our willing workers that day, Sandy 
the super sausage sizzler. 
 
As it turned out, 30 August was an exceptionally busy day, and at one stage there 
were over 20 people in the line seeking some of our sizzling snags.  We certainly 
had our finger out, as families were ordering 4 or 5 at a time, and there were even 
two orders of 7.  Understandably additional resupply runs were necessary. 
 
I didn’t get much of an opportunity 
to take a photo of the lengthy line 
up of customers.  But after the 
tumult and the shouting had died 
and the sun began to set in the 
western sky, I did get this photo of 
some of the eager eaters. 
 
Days like this confirm for me time 
and time again how we are very 
fortunate within our TPI group to 
have a fantastic bunch of people – including people who, at short notice, are ready to 
interrupt what they have planned for the day to give a couple of hours and help out. 

 
So, to all our volunteers, particularly on impromptu sizzling days like 
30 August, I want to say a very big: THANK YOU. 
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As a postscript to the story, for their dedication and willingness to organize sausage 
sizzles, and specifically on those days when we have very short notice, members 
decided at our September meeting to allocate funds for Mick and Faye to go to a 
place of their choosing and enjoy a meal.  To Mick and Faye from the rest of us, take 
a well-earned break, relax, and enjoy your feast – you deserve it! 
 
On Saturday 6 September we had another very good sizzling day.  This was the day 
before Fathers’ Day, with plenty of mums and kids passing through buying presents 
for dad - in other words, buying things to help dad do stuff mum wants done around 
the place.  We were quite busy again, with many large food orders including one 
family order of 8 snags! 
 
And guess which father put in an appearance to excite the girls?   Did you notice that 
Paddy photo-bombed them? 

 
On Monday 15 September 
we had yet another sizzling 
day.  The late morning shift 
(on the right) found some 
time to stand surprisingly 
still for me.  
 
However, the next shift on 
the 15th had a forgettable 
encounter.  For the first 
time since we started this 
sizzling caper, we had an 
incident with a passer-by 
who taunted and then tried to bully some of our workers.  As would be expected, our 
very professional crew did the right thing; they ignored the person, turned the other 
cheek, and got on with the sizzle.  Well done once again our team! 
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And you wouldn’t read about it (except here of course) 
but on 21 September we rocked up for yet another 
sausage sizzle, and had another very busy day.  Then, 
just when we thought we might have been all sizzled 
out, we concluded a marathon month by sizzling for 
Bunnings staff on their stocktake night (Tuesday 23 
September). 
 
We collected a tidy sum from our September sizzles, 
and for the Tuesday night effort we earned a $100 
Bunnings voucher, which we will raffle (probably at 
Christmas). 

Earlier in my report I thanked Bob 
Hadlow for providing me with some of 
his photos from the golf trip.  Well, 
Bob has now taken on the role of our 
TPI photographer, and we thank him 

for that.  I managed to spring him hard at work taking 
photos at one of our September sausage sizzles. 

 
It seems that I am destined to 
discuss food events this month, 
because this next item is about 
a High Tea held in aid of the 
Dog Squad.  A group of our 
TPIs attended the event, where 
some younger veterans gave 
expositions, including our own 
Nick Brooke, along with Goose 
of course.  Well-done mate! 
 
These days we don’t usually 
donate to organizations, and 
haven’t done so since the RSL 
Christmas Packages Program 
for our troops in Afghanistan 
closed.  However, members at 
our September meet decided 
that we would donate $250 to 
the Dog Squad in appreciation 
of the work they do to assist 
veterans. John Clarkson did 
the honours and presented a 
cheque on our behalf at the 
event, which raised $3,020 in 
total.  He also has penned an 
account of the event for 
inclusion in this Commscord. 
  

10



Just a brief heads up for everyone - our 2014 AGM is scheduled to 
coincide with our monthly meeting on 3 Nov 2014.  A notice of AGM 
and the appropriate Nomination Forms have been either emailed or 
posted to all financial members.  If you are financial and haven’t 

received these documents please contact Secretary Mick for copies. 
 

Veterans’ Health Week is an annual event, and this year it will be 
held from 13-19 October.  During Veteran’s Health Week 
veterans’ organizations are encouraged to invite friends, family 
and acquaintances to come along to their events.  I am looking for 
suggestions and a volunteer to co-ordinate an event for us in 
2015 – perhaps in co-operation with our local PVA group, and 

probably on the same day as our October BBQ.  Don’t be shy; let me know if you 
want to coordinate this event for us in 2015. 
 

A quick update on the PVA quilt project.  Recall that the quilt will 
highlight the transition of families from service life, including 
resettlement within local communities.  We provided another letter 
of support for their application in round two of the grant process, 
and Moreton Bay Regional Council also provided support in 
preparing the application.  I understand the application was of the 

“highest standard”.  Well done! 
 
One last thing before I sign off.  As we 
move about, we often come across an 
appropriate additional instruction, which 
makes the original seem rather inane.  
So I thought I would pass on this piece 
of advice I found lurking in the (very 
expensive) public car park at the Prince 
Charles Hospital Chermside. 
 
After meetings, sausage sizzles, BBQs, 
Wednesday night raffles, and a host of 
other events, we finally bring to an end 
a somewhat busy but hugely rewarding 
month.  So now for October - just make 
sure you don’t miss our next General 
Meeting or our Jamieson Park BBQ, 
not to mention our day at the races. 
 
And remember, no act of kindness, no 
matter how small, is ever wasted. 
 
Cheers everyone and take care, 
 
Phil 
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Dogs for Diggers – A New Experience. 

During the middle of August this year, the Association received an invitation to attend a ‘High Tea’ 

function as a fund raiser for the “Dogs for Diggers” programme, which was to be held at Milton on 

Saturday 13th September.  A few of the committee members investigated the idea and agreed it was 

worth supporting.  The entrance fee was reasonable as after all it was a fund raiser.   

We soon discovered that the ‘Dogs for Diggers’ programme is one of the many arms of the ‘Young 

Diggers Association’ and is intended to give our young diggers who have returned from active service 

some initiative to come out of their hiding and become active in the community once again.  So, 

contact was made with the organisers of the event, tickets were purchased and we looked forward to 

seeing for ourselves some of their activities. 

On our arrival we were greeted with a glass of Champaign (or a glass of juice for those who were 

driving) and ushered to the event area.  We found that a special table of twelve had been reserved for 

the members of Redcliffe TPI Association (six members plus their wives).  As the function began, the 

MC ran through the programme for the day.  She mentioned that a silent auction of donated items 

would be held and invited guests to indicate their bids on the attached sheets. 

During the afternoon’s events, tea or coffee was served and the tables were filled with sandwiches, 

cakes, and numerous other sweets etc.  We were amazed with the amount of food which had been 

prepared and as soon as we ate some of these delightful items, more were delivered to the table!  The 

quality and quantity of the food supplied for the afternoon tea was outstanding.  

The MC then introduced Mr Peter Walters, Vice President 

and Welfare Officer of the Young Diggers Association, to 

speak and tell us a little about the ‘Dogs for Diggers’ 

programme.  Peter described the training programme for the 

dogs and explained that most of the dogs are donated from 

homes or shelters, etc.  A qualified dog trainer inspects the 

young dogs for their potential and in most cases they are 

accepted for training.  After several months of training, the 

dog is assigned to a digger who is known to be having 

difficulty adjusting to life after active service. 

Peter then answered a few questions, ranging from costs, fund raising, subsidies (NIL), and the 

number of dogs now in service (upwards of 400).  At the end of Peter’s address, the MC held him 

there while she called upon a spokesman from the Redcliffe TPI Association to say a few words.  

John rose to express the association’s desire to attract the 

younger veteran and coax them out of their loneliness and 

enjoy some fellowship with other diggers and their families.  

John then explained that the association wished to encourage 

the work of the Young Diggers Association and then presented 

Peter with a cheque from our association to theirs.  Peter was 

most surprised and appreciative of this gift and thanked us 

accordingly. 

The MC then invited two of the young diggers with their dogs 

to explain how their dog has improved their lives.  Each emphasised that their dog had given them a 
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purpose and a reason to 

leave the house and 

become involved in 

something.  One of 

them also said that 

simply by being 

involved and caring for 

his dog, his medications 

had been halved. 

Following these displays, the ladies who had hosted the afternoon’s events then explained their 

hobbies and pastimes.  These ladies were from a group who create some very elaborate quilts.  Some 

of these quilts have been made for particular family members and therefore it came with a special 

story.  Several ladies rose to display their latest or favourite quilt and explained the detail and work 

behind them.  All of our people were very impressed with the exquisite detail of many of these fine 

quilts. 

Toward the end of the afternoon, the MC called the silent 

auction to a close and announced the winning bid for each of 

the items.  Many of the items were quite attractive and all 

were donated.  Some of the bidding was very healthy indeed!  

Of the 50 or 60 people present, several of the items went to 

members of the Redcliffe TPI Association.  A couple of the 

attractive items were actually purchased by the association 

and will be raffled at a later meeting or B-B-Q.  It was good to 

hear that all the money raised from the silent auction, as well 

as the ticket money would be donated to the Young Diggers Association. 

This drew the afternoon to a close.  All who attended were very pleased with the afternoon, and 

pleased that the event raised a considerable sum of just over $3,000 for the Young Diggers 

Association.   

 

 

Thanks John Clarkson 
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Freecall 

All Areas   1800 672 331   All Hours  
 

A Local Family Company 

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au 

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families 
Since 1994. 

 

 

 Sharing the Memories 
We’re here to help a family honour the 
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute. 

 A celebration of the loved one’s life.  
A thoughtful  service that brings family 

and friends together to share the  
memories of a lifetime of love.  

 

For funeral arrangements  
to meet every need and  
every budget we’re only  

a phone call away. 
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A Jewish businessman in Brooklyn decided to send his son to Israel to absorb some of the culture of 
the homeland. When the son returned, the father asked him to tell him about his trip. The son said, 
"Pop, I had a great time in Israel. By the way, I converted to Christianity." "Oh, my," said the father, 
"What have I done?" He decided to go ask his friend Jacob what to do. 
  
Jacob said, "Funny you should ask. I too sent my son to Israel, and he also came back a Christian. 
Perhaps we should go see the rabbi and ask him what we should do." So they went to see the rabbi. 
  
The rabbi said, "Funny you should ask. I too sent my son to Israel. He also came back a Christian. 
What is happening to our young people?" 
  
"Perhaps we should go talk to God and ask him what to do." 
  
The three of them prayed and explained what had happened to their sons and asked God what to 
do. Suddenly a voice came loud and clear from Heaven. 
  
The Voice said, "Funny you should ask. I, too, sent my Son to Israel." 

A Jewish businessman in Brooklyn decided to send his son to Israel to absorb some of the culture of 
the homeland. When the son returned, the father asked him to tell him about his trip. The son said, 
"Pop, I had a great time in Israel. By the way, I converted to Christianity." "Oh, my," said the father, 
"What have I done?" He decided to go ask his friend Jacob what to do. 
  
Jacob said, "Funny you should ask. I too sent my son to Israel, and he also came back a Christian. 
Perhaps we should go see the rabbi and ask him what we should do." So they went to see the rabbi. 
  
The rabbi said, "Funny you should ask. I too sent my son to Israel. He also came back a Christian. 
What is happening to our young people?" 
  
"Perhaps we should go talk to God and ask him what to do." 
  
The three of them prayed and explained what had happened to their sons and asked God what to 
do. Suddenly a voice came loud and clear from Heaven. 
  
The Voice said, "Funny you should ask. I, too, sent my Son to Israel." 

 

Thanks John. 
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THE DOG SQUAD 

 
If a young veteran suffers from an unmet combat 
stress issue and truly loves dogs, the Dog 
Squad may be able to help. 
 

 
About the program 
 
It is expected that the veteran is already receiving appropriate therapy and 
medication.  By training an Assistance/Companion Dog, the veteran enters a 
new stage in their healing journey, and their ability to cope will improve. 
 
Participants in the program network with each other, exchange training tips, 
share resources, and support one another through tough times.  They learn 
how to care for their dog properly, train their dog to a high standard, and 
operate within the laws that govern the use of an Assistance/Companion Dog. 
 
Dog Selection 
 
The veteran must be clear about the reason for the dog - to assist the veteran 
control, overcome and cope with combat stress.  This is a huge task for a 
four-pawed colleague.  The veteran should not expect more from the dog by 
thinking it will be good for breeding, showing, hunting, fighting, or macho 
image-maker.  It is a dog not a wonder drug; but it will try and do everything 
the veteran asks of it. 
 
Should a dog not be accepted into this training program or applicants do not 
have access to a dog, contact should be made with The Dog Squad as they 
will assist with sourcing a suitable breed of the right age, and give advice prior 
to making a decision on a dog.  Dog Squad operators retain the right to reject 
any dog that is not deemed suitable. 
 
The Program 
 
Training a dog to become a companion or assistance dog is a two-year 
commitment at least, and advancement is sustained by having the appropriate 
age and breed of dog.  Dogs of 8 months old to a maximum of 2 years are the 
best age for training; young enough to learn new things, old enough for the 
Dog Squad to gauge the dog’s personality. 
 
For the program to succeed, there must be a ‘super-glue’ like bond between 
the veteran and their Four Paws Trainee, so the first few months of the 
program involve weekly lessons and tasks through to completion of initial 
training.  The dog doesn’t care about disabilities or challenges, it is non-
biased and non-discriminatory, but it will only excel in it’s role if it has respect 
for its handler.  So this first level of the program aims to seal that respect 
between the handler and their dog. 
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER 

 

 
Trivia Questions (Art and Literature-2) 

 
1. Which Wind In The Willows character “simply hates society”? 

 
2. What war is The Tribe fighting against in the musical Hair? 

 
3. Whose treasure is said to be the subject of the Treasure Island map? 
 

4. What media format was first used for  The Hitchhikers Guide To The Galaxy? 
 

5. Which musical’s title character is adopted by billionaire Oliver (Daddy) Warbucks? 
 

6. Who created Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple? 
 
7. Which Anglo-Irish writer had the middle names Fingal O’Flahertie Wills? 

 
8. What is the title of Constance, the DH Lawrence character, who has an affair with Oliver Mellors? 

 
9. Which fictional Harvard professor appears in Dan Brown novels including The Da Vinci Code? 
 
10. Which Shakespeare play tells the story of a Miss Capulet who loves Mr Montague? 
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485 Gympie Road  KEDRON 

QLD’S NUMBER ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP 

IN 2011 
YOUR NEW CAR TPi SALES REPRESENTATIVE  

S T E V E    H O R N E 
(07) 3632 3400  or  0414 637 037 

20



 

PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER 

 
Trivia Answers (Arts and Lierature-2) 

 
1. Badger 
2. Vietnam War 
3. Captain Flint 
4. Radio 
5. Annie 
6. Agatha Chritie 
7. Oscar Wilde 
8. Lady Chatterley 
9. Robert Langdon 
10. Romeo and Juliet 
 

 
 
 
A FEW IRISH ONES AND A FEW OTHERS 
 
Murphy says to Paddy, "What ya talkin into an envelope for?" 
"I'm sending a voicemail ya fool!" 
 
Paddy says "Mick, I'm thinking of buying a Labrador. 
"Blow that" says Mick, have you seen how many of their owners go blind?" 
 
19 paddies go to the cinema, the ticket lady asks "Why so many of you?" 
 Mick replies, "The film said 18 or over." 
 
The Grim Reaper came for me last night, and I beat him off with a Vacuum cleaner. 
Talk about Dyson with death. 
 
I went to the cemetery yesterday to lay some flowers on a grave. 
As I was standing there I noticed 4 grave diggers walking about with a Coffin, 3 hours later and they're still 
walking about with it. 
I thought to myself, they've lost the plot!! 
 
My daughter asked me for a pet spider for her birthday, so I went to our local pet shop and they were 
$70!!! 
Blow this, I thought, I can get one cheaper off the web. 
 
I was at an ATM yesterday when a little old lady asked if I could check her balance, so I pushed her over. 
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Australian War Graves – in Belgium. 

Recently, my wife and I were fortunate to have been on a European River Cruise, which travelled from 

Amsterdam to Budapest along the Rhine, Main and Danube rivers.  During this cruise, our on board 

tour director would give a small talk each evening before dinner.  Most of these talks were about some 

interesting feature we were about to see in the next day or two. 

 As our tour director was a Belgian by birth and her knowledge that most of the passengers were 

Australian, she dedicated one of her talks about her experiences as a school student and the way she 

and many others cared for Australian War graves. 

 She outlined a programme which all Belgian school children are given regarding the 

maintenance of the Australian graves at various places throughout Belgium.  She said that as there were 

Australian war graves in several different towns in Belgium, various schools are given the responsibility 

of caring for war graves near their school.  Then she said that every Belgian school student, from middle 

primary right through to the end of high school is allocated an Australian soldier to care for!   

Although this lady would have been in her late forties, she said she could still remember the 

name of the soldier which had been allocated to her.  Initially, her task was to find out if possible how 

her soldier had died, the unit to which her soldier belonged, and more importantly, if her soldier had 

any family or descendants still living in Australia.  

In her case, she was able to discover all the information about her soldier, including his home 

town, and yes, he did have an extended family living in Australia.  Therefore, she began to write to his 

family outlining the fact that she had the task of caring for their soldier.  She described how she had the 

task of keeping the grave clean and tidy and maintaining any history appropriate to her soldier.  She 

said that over the years she cared for her soldier, she would have written to the family a number of 

times, and received a warm reply from them.  

At the end of her high school days, she remembered that she officially handed “her soldier” 

over to another school student who would continue the task.  She said that of all the events of her senior 

year, the one where each student handed over their soldier to a junior student was quite an emotional 

event.   

Whilst I was aware that Australians have been held in high regard in Belgium, I certainly did 

not know about the programme carried out by their school students. 

 

            Kind Regards, 

 John Clarkson 
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