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NOTE WELL-----Always up to date unless I forget.

DATES TO REMEMBER
02 MAY 2016

Monthly Meeting
Redcliffe Bridge Club Irene Street next to the RSL.
09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start.

05 MAY 2016

PVA Meeting 10.00 at Redcliffe RSL Peacekeeper’s Room.

06 MAY 2016

BBQ at Jamieson Park Scarborough.

14 MAY 2016

Dinner at Redcliffe RSL 5.30-6.00. Followed Slim Dusty Tribute at the Cultural Centre.

10.30 for 11.30.
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ADVOCACY OFFICER John Smith from Caboolture Vietnam Veterans Sub Branch is a Level 3 Advocacy
Officer who has kindly offered his services to our members. He may be contacted on: 07 3888 7001

RESIDENT’S REPORT
On 4 April we met once again in numbers at the Redcliffe Bridge
Club. Then, as usual, we followed that up with a great Friday
BBQ. We were treated to wonderful weather, fabulous food and
more than a couple of coldies. And, as both Mick and I have
discovered, water is the preferred drink for quite a few. So you
may have noticed that we now have a third esky just for water.
Martin and Suzie joined me early at the BBQ, and as you can see, I spied the
bearded man cooking brekkie for the lovely lady in his life.

And Martin didn’t stop there. Not satisfied with simply cooking for two, Martin joined
Bill and John later - cuisiner pour les masses.

While Ron and Bill were filling the eskies (yes, apparently that is the plural of esky),
Faye, Doreen and Annette were prepping the garden salad and buttering bread
rolls. At about that time Mick was telling me how he likes to pick up the bread rolls
because he loves the smell of fresh bread in the morning.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS - State Office recently contacted all
sub-branches and centres about concerns they have regarding
membership renewals. Apparently in Queensland there are a
number of members who were financial last year and for whom
State Office has not received capitations for 2016.
We have been asked to ensure that all our capitations payments are up-to-date,
and we are certain they are. However, a number of people have not yet renewed
for 2016. There can be a myriad of reasons for members not renewing before the
cut off date (31 March each year). Most of our members renewed in late 2015 or
early 2016, but if you somehow forgot to renew for 2016, you can help us by
contacting Paddy or Pedro and renewing through them, not direct to state.
Once again Ralph represented our
TPI family at the Redcliffe ANZAC
Day ceremony by laying a wreath
on our behalf. Thanks again mate,
we appreciate your help on these
special days of remembrance.
The photo above on the right shows a replica of the
Red Barron’s tri-plane, which flew a bit of a dogfight with a bi-plane sporting what
looked like Australian livery (I am leaving myself open to correction by our RAAFtypes). And the photo below shows Ralph with our wreath prior to the ceremony.

On 23 April a group of our TPI tourists travelled to Norfolk
Island for a week that included events marking Kapyong
Day (24 April) and Anzac Day (25 April). Garry Fowler led
the push and at the time I wrote this they were having a
good time. Actually, Ted and Corinne enjoyed their last trip
to Norfolk so much they booked for 6 weeks this time! Remember to provide digital
copies of your experience for Pedro to include on our 2016 photo CD.

More volunteers have signed on for our Wednesday night raffles; so thank you one
and all. Because I haven’t taken any happy snaps at the raffle lately, I thought I
might feature a couple of familiar faces on this month’s roster. I must add I was the
odd one out that night because I wore my blue & red TPI polo shirt.

You may have read recently how many of
our younger veterans are finding it difficult to
get a job post discharge. Well, did you know
that after WW2 the Repatriation Department
(now DVA) gave employment preference to
returning veterans?
Recently I asked a Senator if we could again
use this practise for employing today’s young
veterans, but was told “no” because it would
constitute employment discrimination - hmm.
Anyway, I have used this intro as a prelude to the following story I picked up from
Facebook, which shows why we could perhaps do it today, or at least in certain
positions within DVA. As usual I have deleted the [name] of the person mentioned.
“Normally dealing with DVA is a nightmare and as a lot of others do I get
the run around. Being just short of 60pts MRCA (more claims just
submitted) I have had [name] from the Townsville office doing my SRDP
assessment. Wow what a difference it makes dealing with someone who
is ex-defence and has a clue! He has been awesome in keeping in
touch, explaining everything and now I have my gold card on the way. I
remember dealing with him a few years ago when I put my first claim in
which I had done myself without an advocate and again he was so
helpful. If only DVA offices were filled with more people who were exdefence who understand what we are going through, things would be so
much easier for us. For once dealing with DVA didn't stuff with my
depression and anxiety :)”

In recent times I have been providing you with examples of how
social media can produce success when looking out for veterans.
But as you know, it’s not always good news. Sadly, sometimes we
just can’t get to a veteran in time.
You may have read about a veteran found by police in his vehicle
near Nowra on 7 April. After this person was reported missing on
5 April, an urgent call went out over several veteran’s networks and Facebook
pages to try to locate and assist him, but to no avail. The following message was
subsequently posted on Facebook:
“It is with a heavy heart that I inform you that [name] has passed away.
I'd ask that you please respect the family’s privacy at this sad time. I
would like to express its deepest condolences to [name’s] family and
friends…..I would also like to thank everyone for all your work in this
matter. On a final note I beg of you please check on your mates and
ask them if they are okay.”
I have highlighted the last sentence because it is a very important reminder that we
must look out for each other, and also for other veterans you may know, even
though they are not in our TPI family group.
And talking of looking out for each other,
this next story tells how Dave George
has helped look out for veterans living
on the street in Queensland.
Dave spent 18 months on the streets
after he was medically discharged from
the navy due to severe asthma. He also
had PTSD and became bipolar from the
medication.
Dave went to Sydney, was homeless,
and on a bench in front of the Shrine of Remembrance in Sydney’s Hyde Park when
a Vietnam veteran helped him. "I didn't know what to do," he said. "Then there was
another guy there ... he was a veteran from Vietnam and he was telling me what his
story was like. He was the one who basically looked after me because I had no
street smarts."
On 21 April this year Dave was in Queensland Premier Palaszczuk's parliamentary
office having a cup of tea with her and Housing Minister Mick de Brenni. Minister de
Brenni has announced that income for bond loan and rental grant programs will be
expanded to include a veteran’s disability payments (a no-brainer if you ask me).
The Minister said the government had to act after meeting Dave and hearing his
story. Dave hoped his actions would help other veterans who found themselves at
risk of homelessness. Dave said the changes in Queensland would provide
assistance especially for people receiving TPI and MRCA Special Payment.

And, if you will bear with me, I have another good news story before I move on.
Overwatch on Facebook has several sub-groups, and RAAF is one of them. This
very personal message was posted on Facebook:
“If some or any or you don't know of a group called RAAF Overwatch,
may I suggest you search and join, if you're on the edge and need to
reach out. I was last night, and the response and support was amazing
and so heartwarming. They even had the police hear within 2 hours to
make sure I hadn't gone through with my posted thoughts. It scared the
hell out of my wife because by that time, almost 1.00am, all the sleeping
pills and valium, anti-depressants and pain killers had kicked in and I had
passed out and it took some shaking to get me awake and coherent. I
can't speak highly enough of the police officers and the amazingly kind
messages and offers of support from the members in Overwatch. As
Molly Meldrum would say, do yourself a favour and join up. Have and
wonderful weekend and Lest We Forget.”
Our National President has advised us of major changes for the DVA
Training Information Program (TIP). From 1 Jan 2016 the program will
be known as Advocacy Training & Development Program (ATDP). This
is a result of a call by contemporary veterans who have asked that
advocates have certification in all three of the pension Acts (makes good
sense to me).
Talk about bureaucracy - there is a Strategic Management Board (SMB) and a
Strategic Governance Board (SGB). The SGB consists of the VVAA National
President, RSL Veterans’ Affairs Advisor, Richard Kelloway, ADF personnel, 2 DVA
personnel and the Chair is the VRB representative.
75% of the training will be provided by ESOs, 10% by ATDP, and 15% will be onthe-job mentoring. It is essential that stated pre-requisites be completed prior to
courses, and that prospective trainees have a computer, because the majority of
courses have on-line aspects. If a student doesn’t have a computer they will not be
offered a course.
Changes will occur during this year then, as of 31 Dec 2016, training will morph into
3 delivery regions: Qld/NT/NthWA, Vic/Tas and NSW/SA/WA. Also, names will
change: “Welfare” becomes “Wellbeing” and “Pensions” becomes “Claims”.
Co-ordinators are looking at developing a half-day course for hospital visiting and
nursing home visiting.
All practitioners must receive level 2 mentoring. A Level 1 practitioner will not be
authorised to lodge a claim under the new platform – only level 2 practitioners can
lodge a claim. If a practitioner is not aligned with a National ESO then they are not
covered by VITA insurance. (This does not apply to Legacy practitioners.)
Personally, I hope this does in fact result in better and more comprehensive claims
lodgement for our younger veterans and their advocates who have to navigate their
way through three Acts (VEA, SRCA and MRCA).

On Wednesday 13 April the Minister for Veteran’s Affairs (Dan
Tehan) came to Redcliffe RSL with Luke Howarth (member for
Petrie and our joint patron). They met with a group of veteran’s
representatives, which worked nicely for us because it dovetailed
with our RSL raffle that evening - so I joined in.
It was a rather quiet and uneventful meeting. There were a few
statements made and questions asked by some participants. And with the budget
looming, nothing was given away by the Minister, although he did provide some
general information on what the government might do in the future with the ADF.
My only contribution was to mention the plight of homeless veterans and the rate of
veteran suicides, and to suggest that the Minister might get a brief from DVA on
some of the success being had in the US in getting veterans off the street (recall my
mentioning these in previous reports).
Now that I have mentioned the Minister, I recently received a
copy of a press release from the Minister’s office and arranged
for it to be circulated to members. I mention it here for
members who do not have an email address.
I mentioned some time ago the federal government would
repatriate some Vietnam veterans that were buried in Malaya
and Singapore. More than 30 families have accepted the offer
of repatriation, and the Office of Australian War Graves has
been working with family representatives, the RAAF, and a range of other
government agencies, to manage the dignified return to and reinterment in
Australia.
RAAF aircraft will bear the returning Australians home to RAAF Base Richmond,
where they will be received in a formal military ceremony on 2 June. This will be
immediately followed by a private memorial service for families.
At the conclusion of the memorial service, the hearses bearing the returning
Australians will depart via motorcade from RAAF Base Richmond. For those who
wish the opportunity to pay their respects at this time, details of the route will be
made publicly available closer to the date of the repatriation ceremony.
Where families have elected not to take up the offer of repatriation, the graves will
remain where they are and will be maintained in perpetuity (as is the standard for all
Australian war dead in military and war cemeteries around the world).
This repatriation of remains is something that should have happened a long time
ago, and is only happening after many years of work. So let’s hope the pollies stay
out of it because this occasion has only occurred after a long fight with politicians
and bureaucrats.
If you want the background on thee fight for repatriation of the remains, get on the
web and search for “Vietnam Veterans of Australia, Operation Bring them Home”.
Otherwise I have a copy on file and can email a copy if you want.

On 14 May we are off to a double feature event,
beginning with Dinner at the Redcliffe RSL, followed
by the Dustier Than Ever show across the road at the
Redcliffe Cultural Centre. Unfortunately Diane and I
will be on grandparent duty in Canberra,
Dustier Than Ever is a 90-minute show performed by
Chris Cook, with the approval of Joy McKean (Slim’s
wife).
Chris attended many of Slim Dusty’s concerts from
childhood onwards and is inspired by Slim’s integrity,
his reputation, his music and his love of Australia. He also wrote three songs, which
were recorded by Slim, and feels privileged to be able to carry on the tradition
of entertainment, which Slim and Joy perfected in their tours around Australia.
In the show, Chris includes snippets from his meetings with Slim and some
historical details of Slim’s life and recordings.
Did you know that Slim Dusty was born David
Gordon Kirkpatrick on 13 June 1927 in Nulla
Nulla Creek near Kempsey, New South Wales?
He was the son of a cattle farmer, and wrote his
first song "The Way the Cowboy Dies" in 1937,
Then in 1938 at the age of 11 he adopted the
stage name “Slim Dusty”.
His earliest musical influences included Jimmie
Rodgers, Tex Morton and Buddy Williams. In
1945, Slim wrote "When the Rain Tumbles
Down in July" and released his first record that
year at the age of 19. In 1946 he signed his first
recording contract.
Slim was an Australian cultural icon and one of
the country's most awarded stars, with a career
spanning nearly seventy years, the archetypical
"Father of Country Music". He was known for
recording songs in the legacy of Australian bush poets Henry Lawson and Banjo
Paterson that represented the Australian bush lifestyle, and was also known for his
many trucking songs. He was the first Australian to have a No.1 international hit
song, with a version of Gordon Parsons' "A Pub with No Beer".
Slim Duaty received an unequalled 37 Golden Guitar awards, two Australian
Recording Industry Association (ARIA) awards, and was inducted into the ARIA Hall
of Fame and the Country Music Roll of Renown. In 2007 his domestic record sales
in Australia surpassed seven million, and at the time of his death (at the age of 76)
he had been working on his 106th album.

We sizzled superbly on 11 April at Bunnings and had another
successful day.
Business was steady, and we thank
everyone who worked on the day, your help is very much
appreciated. By the way, we did sell a couple of snags while I
was on duty, so things might be looking up on the early shift?
Here is our dashing and debonair duo holding the fort on the late shift – I am still
trying to work out how Bernadette managed to evade my camera.

As you can see below, the midday shift had to suspend ops while one of our Master
Chefs had a little running repair attended to.

Just a reminder – if you are rostered on to work on our Bunnings Sausage Sizzle or
our Wednesday night RSL raffle and you can’t make it, we would appreciate you
letting us know in plenty of time so we can make alternative arrangements.

And now a quick note to say the Redcliffe RSL will be holding a
special luncheon on 4 June to commemorate the 100th anniversary
of the founding of the RSL. Mick and I, with our partners, have been
invited by the Redcliffe RSL to represent you at the event, and we
have accepted their invitation. I am sure the RSL will have more to
say about this anniversary in the next couple of months.
And finally, I must tell you about a conversation between a vet who was walking
down the street and a particularly shabby-looking man who asked him for a couple
of dollars for dinner.
The vet took out his wallet, extracted ten dollars and asked: "If I give you this
money, will you buy some beer with it instead of dinner?" "No, I had to stop drinking
years ago," the man replied.
"Will you use it to go fishing instead of buying food?" "No, I don't waste time
fishing,” the man replied: “I need to spend all my time trying to stay alive."
"Will you spend this on green fees at a golf course instead of food?" "Are you
NUTS!" replied the man. "I haven't played golf in 20 years!"
"Well," said the vet, "I'm not going to give you money. Instead, I'm going to take you
home for a shower and a terrific dinner cooked by my wife."
The man was astounded. "Won't your wife be furious with you for doing that? The
vet replied, "Don't you worry about that. It's important for her to see what a man
looks like after he has given up drinking, fishing and golf."
And here is an interesting
captioned photo from the US.
I posted this on Facebook,
but I think it is hunerous and
subtle enough to be put in
here for those who don’t use
Facebook.
Finally, make sure you turn
up at our general meeting
and BBQ in May. As usual,
we will be very happy to see
you there.
And remember; you are not old you have just been young for a very long time.
Take care,

Phil

PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER

Trivia Questions (Arts and Literature) MAY 2016
1. The Disney animated movie Frozen was inspired by which Hans Christian Anderson tale?
2. Which novel introduced the concept of “Big Brother”?
3. How many "original trilogy" (1977-1983) actors returned in Star Wars Episode VII: The Force
Awakens?
4. What song in the Sound of Music do Juie Andrews and the von Trapps reprise at the folk festival?
5. What Australian sketch comedy show introduced the characters of Kath and Kim?
6. What is Mozart’s full name?
7. Which monarch is said to have given Sherlock Holmes his emerald tie pin?
8. What type of creature is the ballet dancing Hyacinth in Fantasia?
9. What musical is set in the fictional English town of Everington?
10. Which two museums did Redcliffe TPI group visit in June 2015?

Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au

Once upon a time “SGT” meant someone not to mess with.
Now the troops go straight to the CO to voice their concerns about how mean the SGT
was for making him/her do his/her job! Then the SGT is made to do a 2 week course
called “identifying ways to connect with the troops”.
The SGT comes back, buys flowers and now cooks for the troops whilst doing their job
at the same time.
SGT is now called into the WOFF office and disciplined for allowing the troops to take
advantage of him and cited for bribery allegations for buying flowers.
SGT is convicted and discharged.
CO promotes the CPL into acting SGT’s role and recommends the “identifying ways to
connect with the troops” course. CPL completes the course, buys flowers and now
cooks for the troops whilst doing their job at the same time.
CPL/Acting SGT is now called into the WOFF office and disciplined for allowing the
troops to take advantage of him and cited for bribery allegations for buying flowers.
CPL/Acting SGT is convicted and discharged.
WOFF is called to appear before the CO and asked to retire as he has failed the SGT
and the CPL.
WOFF says “Stuff you”, retires and takes 35 years of experience with him.
CO summons officer execs into a conference and demands to know why the junior
officers haven’t looked forward and planned for these early retirements. A most
intelligent junior officer speaks up and suggests that the CO is to blame for this very
predicament and is then made the scapegoat, he resigns his commission and goes on to
run the next Fortune 500 company.
Meanwhile, all the troops now expect their SGTs to cook dinner and give them
flowers. They send a representative to the CO once again to voice their rights. CO
looks blankly at the troop and has no idea what he is talking about, then tells him to go
through his chain of command and to stop wasting his time.
CO tells the new WOFF that his first duty is to discipline the troop for not using his
chain of command. The Troops are now “confused” and tell the WOFF that they need
their SGTs to be tough and if they had tough but fair SGTs, he wouldn’t have bothered
the CO; although they are still confused whether the CO still has an “open door policy”.
New WOFF recommends to the CO that all SGTs under his command need to toughen
up. CO agrees and sends all SGTs to do the “identifying ways to connect with the
troops” course. The CO gets promoted to a staff position and self nominates to be
recognized for an “Order of Australia” for having the foresight and changing the
Defence culture within his old unit. Having being duly recognized for his services, he is
promoted again and put in charge of changing the Defence culture. He orders all ADF
SGTs to complete the “identifying ways to connect with the troops” course.
Politicians are now wondering which idiot stuffed the Defence Force”, and now
recognize that they have a major cultural issue and summon the old CO to fix it. He
orders that all junior officers, WOFFs and FSGTs are to do the “identifying ways to
connect with the troops” course.
Meanwhile, the troops are now getting frustrated with the system that is supposed to
give them discipline, the smart ones discharge, leaving massive holes in the rank
structure which become filled by the remaining troops that are left. These troops
complain to each other that they long for the old SGT that told them off because at least
they knew were they stood.
Thanks John
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36 KIAs coming home after 50 years
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Dan Tehan has announced that 36 Australian servicemen killed
in Vietnam will be coming home to Australian in June after 50 years interred in cemeteries in
Malaysia and Singapore.
In May 2015, former Prime Minister Tony Abbott announced an offer of repatriation to the
families of 35 Australian service personnel and dependants in the Terendak Military
Cemetery in Malaysia, and to the one other Australian serviceman who died in the Vietnam
War and who is interred in the Kranji War Cemetery in Singapore.
“A priority for the Department of Veterans’ Affairs has been to respect the wishes of the
families of the Australian service personnel and civilian dependants returning to Australia,”
Mr Tehan said.
“The homecoming of their family member will be a very moving and emotional time, and their
right to privacy, grief and reflection has been central in the government’s planning.
“However, it is also important to recognise the significance of this repatriation to the exservice community, particularly those veterans and their families, who may have known or
served with those coming home, and the families who lost love ones during the period of the
Vietnam war.
“We have sought the assistance of the battalion, squadron, and unit associations to identify
those who knew or served with those coming home, and the veteran community
representatives who attend will do so on behalf of the more than two million Australians who
have served their nation with distinction in uniform.
“More than 30 families have accepted the offer of repatriation and the Office of Australian
War Graves within the Department of Veterans’ Affairs has been working with family
representatives, the Australian Defence Force, and a range of other Australian Government
agencies, to manage the dignified and appropriate return to and reinterment of their loved
ones in Australia.
“Where families have elected not to take up the offer of repatriation, their relatives’ graves
will be maintained in perpetuity as is the standard for all Australian war dead in military and
war cemeteries around the World. In this case the Australians will rest with other
Commonwealth servicemen and their dependants.
“Aircraft of the Royal Australian Air Force will bear the returning Australians home to RAAF
Base Richmond, where they will be received in a formal military ceremony on 2 June. This
will be immediately followed by a private memorial service for the families of those being
reunited with their loved one,” Mr Tehan said.
“At the conclusion of the memorial service, the hearses bearing the returning Australians will
depart via motorcade from RAAF Base Richmond. For those who wish the opportunity to
pay their respects at this time, details of the route will be made publicly available closer to
the date of the repatriation ceremony.
“I would like to stress that each of those who have been repatriated will be reinterred during
ceremonies at different locations around Australia. These arrangements are according to the
wishes of the families and must be respected,” Mr Tehan said.
“While some families have requested a private ceremony, other families have advised of
their agreement to members of the community being able to attend to pay their respects. To
ensure the privacy of the families at this time, details of these services will only be made
available by the families closer to the time of the reinterment service.
“I would also like to acknowledge the support and cooperation being provided by the
Malaysian and Singaporean Governments who have cared for the Australians buried in their
countries for some fifty years.”

Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.

PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER
Trivia Answers
1. The Snow Queen.
2. Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell.
3. 6: Mark Hamill (Luke Skywalker), Carrie Fisher (Princess Leia), Harrison Ford (Han Solo), Peter Mayhew
(Chewbacca), Anthony Daniels (C-3PO) and Kenny Baker (R2-D2).
4. Do-re-mi.
5. Big Girl’s Blouse (1994).
6. Johann Chrysostomus Wolfganus Theophilus Mozart – he often called himself Wolfgand Armade (not
Armadeus).
7. Queen Victoria.
8. Hippopotamus.
9. Billy Elliot
10. Cobb & Co. (Toowoomba), and Army Aviation (Oakey).
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