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DATES TO REMEMBER
03 MARCH 2016

PVA Meeting 10.00 at Redcliffe RSL Peacekeeper’s Room.

07 MARCH 2016

Monthly Meeting
Redcliffe Bridge Club Irene Street next to the RSL.
09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start.

11 MARCH 2016

BBQ at Jamieson Park Scarborough.

18 MARCH 2016

Dinner at the Steak and Crab House Woody Point.

10.30 for 11.30.

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS

Carol

Gus

Anna

John

Beryl

George

Charmaine

Paddy

Jo-Anne

Please contact the Officer closest to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so
wish.
ALBANY CREEK

Carol Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Gus Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Paddy Neill

07 5428 7853

0488 237 799

Beryl Neill

07 5428 7853

NARANGBA

John Clarkson

07 3385 6176

KURWONGBAH

Anna Douglas

Ningi/Bribie Island

Charmaine Roberts

BURPENGARY

REDCLIFFE

0407 747 621
07 5429 5805

George Williamson
Jo-Anne Shorrock

0427 570 723

0419 779 012
0413 103 608

07 3285 5545

0407 739 557

ADVOCACY OFFICER John Smith from Caboolture Vietnam Veterans Sub Branch is a Level 3 Advocacy
Officer who has kindly offered his services to our members. He may be contacted on: 07 3888 7001
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
First up for this month’s report we have some very good news.
Your committee has approved our social agenda for 2016, and
we thank Beryl who has done a great job getting it together.
As in previous years, we have produced an outline of our proposed social events,
and copies were provided at our February meeting. Pedro will include a copy in this
edition of the Commscord for those who were unable to get to the meeting.
As usual at this early stage, not all dates have been finalised; however, the list will
give you an idea of what we intend doing each month. Once again we should have
a good year socially, and if you have any suggestions for this year or future years,
please let Beryl know.
One important change to note in your social diary for this year is that our Friday
BBQ in November falls on November 11 (Remembrance Day), so our Big Bash by
the Bay that month will be held on November 18.
Now I will leave the future behind for the present (does that make sense?) and
return to some more immediate stuff.
On 1 February we started the year with our first monthly meeting. We had almost
90 in attendance and also met with a few new members. We welcome Graham and
Diana Drews, Allan and Marlene Johnston, and Robert Young into our Redcliffe TPI
family. We are a close and supportive group looking forward to another good year
together. We are growing – steady and strong.
Quite a few members have renewed, either late last year or at the
February meeting. We want you to continue enjoying the benefits of
belonging to our TPI family, so if you haven’t done so already, please
renew your membership for 2016 as soon as you can.
Of course you may renew through state office,
but we prefer that you renew directly with
Paddy. If you can’t get to one of our meetings
or BBQs just contact Paddy and he will let you
know how you can renew.
And now for a photo with a difference - after
our meetings have concluded, a few of us
usually head over to the Redcliffe RSL for a
further caffeine infusion, or in Diane’s case a
hot chocolate.
In this photo I have captured some of the
caffeine crowd from February’s meeting who
have taken some small tables and made one
very long one (budding IKEA fanatics?).
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At the meeting two stories concerning taxis emerged. The first was a story
about how John Lunn had organised for a DVA car to take him to an
appointment. After the event, John called DVA to complain that the driver,
as soon as the taxi stopped, cleared the meter so John could not see the
amount of the fare before he signed the form.
DVA said that they are aware of this practise and are monitoring it very closely. I know this
has been sent around by email, but members not on our email list need be mindful of this
try-on by some drivers.

The second taxi story is little more complex but very important to us
as individual DVA clients. I was informed privately at the meeting
that one of our members had viewed the taxi driver’s computer
screen and was concerned to see the screen showing the type of
appointment. I wrote to DVA (QLD) informing them that this is not
acceptable and that I consider it to be a serious breach of privacy.
The senior manager who has transport within his responsibilities phoned me. After
a discussion, he assured me that this should not occur within DVA, but said that he
would speak with his staff to make sure they are aware of our concern. I now have
this manager’s direct phone number in case we have any further transport issues.
He did, however, highlight a problem. DVA has no control over bookings made by a
medical practitioner’s staff. These bookings are made by direct access to the DVA
transport booking system. So if your medical practitioner arranges your transport,
make sure (nicely) they are aware that they should not input the type of
appointment, not even if it is in their address (for example, “Psychiatric Clinic”).
Also at our February meeting, Dave Rickman introduced us to the
Car Genie, which he had obtained through Readers Digest. This is
a mobility tool that would be beneficial for a number of us as we age,
or even now if we have mobility issues getting in and out of vehicles.
As Dave described, it's easy to use as a support: just open your door
and place the Car Genie into the existing pillar door latch. The device locks in place
and does not budge, so you feel safe using it as a support to get in and out of your
vehicle. It has a nonslip rubber grip and gives you the leverage to go up or down,
and can hold up to 150kgs. The device stows away easily in your door pocket or
glove box. It can also be used for emergencies with a built-in LED flashlight, seat
belt cutter and window breaker for faster escape – but only if needed!
Dave has received a supply of these devices, so if you would like one, give Dave a
call.
Our 2015 Photo CD is available for collection, and was available at
our February meeting. If you haven’t received a copy and would like
one, contact Pedro who can make arrangements for you to get one.
And remember, if you take photos at our events this year, we would
appreciate you giving digital copies to Pedro soon after the event so he can include
them on our 2016 Photo CD.
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We followed our successful February meeting with our first BBQ for
2016. Weather was good, people were great, and once again Huey
held the rain back. At the BBQ we had a couple of new starters, so
we welcome John and Judy Lyons into our Redcliffe TPI family.
If we don’t have hard
working volunteer chefs
at our BBQs we don’t
eat; so we thank these
three gentlemen who
cooked a fabulous feast
for us.
They were obviously
enjoying it, especially
Bill who told me he is
relishing in his upgrade
from the “green light
checker” to steak chef.
A note to Quartermaster
Bill; check to see if
young Pedro needs a
new TPI polo shirt.
I didn’t get to take many
photos, but this one
shows some of the
fellas feeling relaxed
and having a chinwag.
If you haven’t been to one of our BBQs for a while (free to members), make sure
you put our March BBQ in your diary.
And now that our partners have their diaries out, I have another
reminder. The Redcliffe support group of Partners of Veterans
Australia (PVA) meets at the Redcliffe RSL in the ground floor
Peacekeepers Room on the first Thursday of each month
commencing 10am.
I now have some sad news. We lost
another of our warriors in February. After
a long illness, Ron Forbes passed away.
Redcliffe TPI turned up on 15 February to
join with Ron’s family and friends to
commemorate his life and support Lydia.
Stand down mate; we will miss you.
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On Tuesday 9 February this
colourful crowd travelled to
Bundaberg by Tilt Train to
enjoy our “turtle trip”.
After a little nanna nap we all
headed to the RSL where we
enjoyed a sumptuous supper.
Although some of us headed
back to our digs early, others
stayed to make a donation to
the local economy.
Wednesday was a free day, and small groups of us went in all directions including
the Rum Distillery and Bert Hinkler Museum. But by evening we were all on task off to Mon Repos beach. It wasn’t long
before we were called to the beach to
witness 102 turtle hatchlings making their
way to the sea. Our guide was very good
and we learnt a great deal about these
amazing creatures.
On the left is the only photo we were
allowed to take of a turtle hatchling that
swarmed out of the nest. There can be no doubt our Redcliffe TPI family was
privileged to have experienced one of the true wonders of the natural world.
There was no need to ask anyone on the way
home did they have a good time. I think this
picture taken on the Tilt Train en route to
BrisVegas, and sent to me by (anonymous), just
about sums it up. And I might add, these three
kids weren’t the only ones getting some wellearned shut-eye. Mon Repos indeed!
We certainly had a busy month because on 24 February about 30 of our
TPI Family met up at Mamma’s on the Redcliffe peninsula for a little
taste of Italy.
I don’t have much room left for photos of this event, so here is a general
photo of our group getting stuck into it - la buona cucina! Individual table photos will
be on our 2016 photo CD.
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In March we are feasting at the Steak & Crabhouse in the Belvedere
Hotel (Woody Point). The Belvedere Hotel is steeped in tradition,
and is famous for its relaxed atmosphere and position overlooking
Bramble Bay.
Within the mouth-watering Steak and Crabhouse restaurant there’s
always superb, fresh, local cuisine on hand. It has one of the top ten sunsets in the
world, as voted by National Geographic and its charisma and picturesque appeal
have given the hotel a long-standing reputation for being one of THE places to
meet, eat and drink on the Redcliffe Peninsula.
Woody Point was first put on the European map in 1799 when Mathew Flinders
landed and became the first European to step foot on Redcliffe soil. The area is
also the final resting place for the shipwreck of the heavily armed war ship
‘Gayundah’ that first sailed in 1885 before being decommissioned in 1958.
Before this time, the area known as Redcliffe was inhabited by native Australians
who lived off the land, making full use of the plentiful foods in and around its waters.
Carrying on this tradition, European settlers realised the natural abundance of the
area and over the decades a popular seaside resort developed in Redcliffe.
A lady by the name of Mrs
Jamieson (Jamieson Park?)
had a boarding place built in
the 1890s. She later sold the
premises to Thomas Snook
(Snook St?) who converted it
into a hotel and pub in 1907.
Retaining its landmark status
within Woody Point Village,
even today there remains a
mysterious local legend that
Mr Snook still haunts the
upstairs rooms of the hotel
These two pictures show
the Belvedere at different
stages of development.
The one on the left is the
hotel as it looks today
So, as they say on the
Redcliffe peninsula; “See
you at the Bel”.
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I said earlier yhat we had a busy month, including two days of
snag sizzling in February - Monday 8th and Saturday 27th.
Many thanks go to everyone who gave up their valuable time
to assist. Bunnings have now secured the gazebos to the
slab with dynabolts, which saves us a bit of time setting up and closing down. In
this photo we see half the early shift on the 8th cooking up a storm.

On Saturday 5 March Secretary Mick and I will attend a Freedom of Entry
Ceremony for 6th Engineer Support Regiment RAE, and after that we will
attend a congratulatory function to be held at the Redcliffe RSL.
Freedom of Entry is an ancient honour granted to military organisations,
allowing them the privilege to march into the city "with drums beating, colours flying,
and bayonets fixed".
This honour dates back to ancient Rome, which regarded the pomerium (the
religious boundary of the city of Rome) as sacred. Promagistrates and generals
were forbidden from entering it, and resigned their imperium immediately upon
crossing it. An exception was made for victory celebrations (called triumphs),
during which the victorious general would be permitted to enter for one day only.
Under the Republic, soldiers also lost their status when entering, becoming citizens:
thus soldiers at their general's triumph wore civilian dress. Weapons were also
banned inside the pomerium for religious and traditional reasons.
Similar laws were passed by other European cities throughout the medieval era, to
protect public security and civic rights, even against their own king's troops. As a
result, soldiers would be forced to camp outside the walls of the city during the
winter months. The Freedom of Entry was an honour granted only to troops, which
had earned the trust of the local populace, either through some valiant action or
simply by being a familiar presence.
Today, military Freedom of Entry is an entirely ceremonial honour, as a token of
appreciation for long and dedicated service. The awarding of the Freedom is often
accompanied by a celebratory parade, hence the Redcliffe event.
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ADSO is a growing alliance of some of the most respected defence and ex-service
organisations in Australia. They recently issued advice that has been sent to
members via email. I refer to it here to bring it to the attention of members who are
not on our email list. In part, the advice is reproduced here:
The Australian Peacekeeper and Peacemaker Veterans Association (APPVA) is
running a petition for a royal commission into DVA, especially DVA’s response to
younger veterans. ADSO declined to support this move for a number of reasons:
•

Requests to APPVA and its Royal Commission Working Group for specific
details substantiating their allegations have been rejected supposedly on advice
from their legal representatives and on grounds of confidentiality requiring
commitment of an ESO before disclosure of any details;

•

APPVA has failed to raise its concerns that would warrant such a serious step
through its participation in the well established DVA/ESO consultative process,
specifically the ESO Round Table (ESORT) and The Younger Veterans Contemporary Needs Forum (YVF); and

•

APPVA has shown no evidence that it has analysed the issues in depth,
articulated an objective, developed a structured strategy and analysed the
implications of embarking on this pathway to itself and other associations joining
the venture but more importantly to the veteran community at large.

I leave it up to you to decide if you want to sign the petition.
DVA has a new Minister (Dan Tehan) who is also the Minister
for Defence Materiel as well as Minister Assisting the Prime
Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC. He has a background
in politics: his mother was a Victorian MP, his father was
actively involved in the Victorian Farmers Federation, and his
grandfather helped form the National Farmers’ Federation.
Dan has been a diplomat, Senior Adviser to a Deputy Prime
Minister, and Chief of Staff to a federal Minister (not DVA).
His main focus to date has been on issues that affect rural communities.
New Machinery of Government arrangements mean that DVA is no longer lumped
in with the larger Human Services portfolio. Once again we need to give a new
Minister time and space to see how he connects with veterans, their families, and
their issues. Let’s hope he goes in to bat for veterans generally and homeless
veterans in particular (see the story on the next page about how some US states
are addressing the issue of homeless veterans).
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As you would know by now, I am a member of an Overwatch page
on Facebook, and thought I might put another good news post in
here from someone who has been helped through some troubled
times (I have deleted names).
“Just a quick one, thank you to everyone who has supported me
during my darkest days, may I give an extra special BIG HUGS
AND THANKS to [name] and his awesome other half for putting up
with me, [name] for putting up with me and all my late night calls
when I lost it, [name] for getting me through ANZAC Day and a friend who is no
longer on face book for making me believe in myself when I felt I had nothing
left. I also would like to thank you all (so many unnamed for your continued
support it has not gone unnoticed). If you weren't named I have a long memory
and now maybe able to help others in the future. And now for my gloat.... I
found out yesterday that I have passed all subjects etc, etc, and am now a
Physician Associate. I wouldn't be saying this without all your support. I'll be
approaching VVCS to see if I can lend a hand as army doesn't want to know
about my 'Guinea Pig' trade. This is just a HUGE THANK YOU for the
Overwatch Family support during my darkest hours, I wouldn't be here without
you all.”

Did you know that on a single night in
January 2016 there were over 49,000
homeless veterans in the US.
Last August the state of Connecticut
became the first US state to end “chronic”
veteran homelessness, and in January
this year Virginia became the first state to
officially end all veteran homelessness.
This means that every veteran in Virginia
has housing, except for those who were
offered shelter, but declined.
They did this by streamlining resources and having the Department of Veterans
Affairs, public housing groups, local utility companies and other key partners
collaborate; Virginia has housed 1,432 veterans since October 2014. In other
words, Virginia has put systems into place that ensure homelessness is prevented
whenever possible, or is otherwise a “rare, brief, and non-recurring experience.”
To maintain its status, Virginia has to secure a home for a veteran within 90 days,
and have more homes readily available than the number of veterans without shelter.
Part of Virginia’s success hinged on its implementation of the “housing first” model
that encourages housing people in need first, and then addressing their
employment and health issues afterwards.
While Virginia is the first state to eradicate veteran homelessness in the U.S., a
number of major U.S. cities have succeeded. For example, New Orleans has
declared that it has ended chronic veteran homelessness and Houston announced
that it too had put an end to the issue. I hope the new DVA Minister and his staff
have a good long think about this exemplar.
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I have seen this poster on a number of
Facebook sites, and have also seen it
appearing in shopping centres and on
billboards. We obviously have a very
public awareness campaign to get our
federal government off its butt to address
this issue.
If you are interested in reading the wife’s
perspective, you can go to the News.com
website and search for “Suicide has
claimed more Australian soldiers’ lives
than any war since 1999” - the story is dated 23 February 2016.
Unfortunately, the number of veteran suicides has increased since these posters
were produced, and it is our federal government’s responsibility to do something
about it. So if you get an opportunity to spread the word, especially to your local
federal politician, please do so.
And finally, a few of us have been in hospital lately, so I thought this story might
gain an appropriate response from you.
Hospital regulations often require a wheel
chair for patients being discharged. So when
a student nurse found a veteran dressed and
sitting on the bed with a suitcase at his feet
the wheel chair was brought in.
The veteran insisted he didn't need any help
to leave the hospital. But after a chat about
rules being rules, the vet reluctantly let the
nurse wheel him to the elevator. On the way
down the nurse asked the vet if his wife was
meeting him. “I don't know,” he said, “she's
still upstairs in the bathroom changing out of
her hospital gown.”
Don’t forget our general meeting on Monday
7 March and our BBQ on Friday 11 March - I
hope I will see you at both get togethers.
And remember, your people skills are just fine; it's probably your tolerance of idiots
that needs work.
Take care,

Phil

See

more

http://tributes.couriermail.com.au/notice/253282072#sthash.ibQLcDjN.dpuf
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at:

Sore Back? Get Relief Now
Gold Card holders pay no charge for Physio appointments

Do you want a Physio who understands you?
Our Physios have 50+ years of
experience helping Veterans
just like you
One on One appointments in
private air conditioned rooms.
Full privacy with no curtains

Get relief with hands on Physio
No hotpacks or tingling machines

For an appointment please call us on 38801649
Dr’s referral required
13

Lydia and Ron Forbes
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VALE RONALD JOHN FORBES PASSED 8th FEBRUARY 2016

STATEMENT OF SERVICE
Full Name:

Ronald James FORBES

Service Number:

1713594, 15053

Category of Service:

National Service
Citizen Military Forces
Australian Regular Army
Australian Regular Army Emergency Reserve

18 August 1954 to 23 November 1954
24 November 1954 to 18 February 1959
19 February 1959 to 18 February 1971
19 February 1971 to 18 February 1977

Postings/Attachments:
11 National Service Training Battalion
9 Australian Infantry Battalion
Northern Command Personnel Depot
1 Recruit Training Battalion
5 Central Ordnance Depot / 1 Central Ammunition Depot
1 Base Ordnance Depot
1 Australian Logistics Support Company
2 Composite Ordnance Depot
1 Base Ordnance Depot
Northern Command Personnel Depot
Operational Service:

Vietnam

18 August 1954
24 November 1954
19 February 1959
26 February 1959
5 June 1959
9 July 1959
14 September 1965
3 May 1966
19 September 1966
19 February 1971

14 September 1965 to 20 September 1966

Honours and Awards: Australian Active Service Medal 1945-75 with Clasp Vietnam
Vietnam Medal
Defence Force Service Medal
Australian Defence Medal
Anniversary of National Service 1951-1972 Medal
Vietnamese Campaign Medal
United States of America Meritorious Unit Commendation
Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm Unit Citation
Returned From Active Service Badge
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RIO

CERATO HATCH

KOUP

SOUL

RONDO 7seater

GRAND CARNIVAL

SPORTAGE

CERATO SEDAN

OPTIMA

SORENTO 4WD

PRO-CEED HOT HATCH

485 Gympie Road KEDRON, QLD’S NUMBER
ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP for 2013, Your New Car TPi Sales
Representative is
STEVE HORNE

Phone - (07) 3634 3371 or 0414 637 037
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TPI REDCLIFFE
2016
Social Calendar
Friday following monthly meeting, free BBQ
(Jamieson Park Scarborough)
Note: The following are indicative events for the months shown. There may be
some changes. TBA dates will be confirmed as we get closer to each event.
February
9-11
19
25

Trip - Bundaberg and Bagara (Mon Repos Turtles Tour)
Ladies Morning Tea
Lunch – Mamma’s Italian Margate

March
18

Dinner – Steak & Crabhouse Woody Point

April
23-30
TBA

Trip - Norfolk Island
Ladies Morning Tea

May
14
20
June
TBA

Dinner - Redcliffe RSL then
Show - “Dustier Than Ever” Cultural Centre
Dinner – Glasshouse Mountains RSL
Visit - Queensland Maritime Museum then
Lunch – Ship Inn South Brisbane

July
TBA
TBA

Trip - Christmas in July Happy Valley
Ladies Morning Tea

August
TBA

Car Rally

September
TBA
TBA

Trip - Tenterfield Golf Trip
Lunch - Somewhere

October
TBA

Trip - Caloundra Races

November
TBA

Show – Outback Spectacular Gold Coast

December
9

Christmas Dinner Party
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Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER

Trivia Questions (Entertainment)MARCH 2016
1.

What is the name of the TV program in which Squidward the octopus lives in an Easter Island
head?

2.

Which blockbuster movie was set on Isla Nublar near Costa Rica?

3.

How many movies are there in the Peter Jackson’s Lord of the Rings?

4.

Which member of the Rolling Stones was expelled from Dartford College for truancy?

5.

How many times does the postman always ring according to the title of a 1981 Jack Nicholson
movie?

6.

Which rock group set a precent by releasing two albums on the same day in 1991?

7.

Which singing, dancing scientologist played Vincent Vega in Pulp Fiction?

8.

Which Quentin Tarantino movie sees something go very wrong when five total strangers team
up for the perfect crime?

9.

What three words appear on the helmet pictured in the poster for Full Metal jacket?.

10.

Which stage musical did the Redcliffe TPI group see in April 2015?
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER
Trivia Answers
1. Spongebob Squarepants.
2. Jurassic Park.
3. Three.
4. Keith Richards.
5. Twice.
6. Guns ‘n’ Roses.
7. John Travolta.
8. Reservoir Dogs.
9. Born To Kill.
10. Wicked.
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Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au
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A FEW PICTURES FROM OUR BUNDABERG TRIP TO SEE THE TURTLES
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