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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The merry month of May was
another busy one. It began early
on the evening of Friday 2nd with
just over 30 of us fronting for a fine
feast at the Pineapple Patch, on
what was a wet and stormy
evening.

I have to admit that Diane and I did
not know where we were going, so
we drove right past the place, and
then had to turn back. So, if you go
there, be aware that the Patch is
rather well hidden. But when we
did arrive, the lineup for take-away
tucker was a good indication that
the food would be tasty, and it
certainly was.

We thank Lloyd and the rest of the
gang from Glasshouse for insisting
that we visit this place. It was well
worth the trip.

These photos show some of our
group prior to dinner being served,
and very happy to be nice and
warm, away from the rain that was
pouring outside.

At our May General Meeting Garry was back, and the Social Guru was in fine fettle as he
brought us up to date with our social agenda, which includes a revisit of Medieval Europe.
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The Medieval era in Europe lasted from the
5th to the 15th century. It started with the
collapse of the Western Roman Empire and
finally merged with the Renaissance and
Age of Discovery. We will relive the era with
a Medieval feast at Dolphins Leagues Club
on 20 June. It is not compulsory, but you
are invited to arrive as your favourite
medieval character. You are warned that there may be punishment for those who don’t
dress up. See you there!
The Guru also confirmed a couple of upcoming trips. In July we are off to Tranquil Park
for “Christmas in July” (2 nights), and then Norfolk Island in August.
Everyone who was at our May BBQ now knows that autumn has arrived
because the early morning sea breeze was just a bit on the cool side. I
might just add though, it has been un-seasonally warm since then. At the
BBQ we were fortunate enough to have plenty of sunshine and, like a
lounge of leisurely lizards, most of us sought out the sunshine to warm up. (yes folks,
believe it or not, despite a wide-ranging internet search, “lounge” is the only collective
noun I could find for lizard).

We continue to welcome new faces to our BBQ. Our latest new face, John Sutton, says
he is more than happy to link up with our casual and friendly outlook on life.
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At the BBQ we also celebrated Luke’s
first birthday. We are very happy that
proud parents Wayne and Anna shared
their special occasion with us, and also
that they brought along their yummy
pirate cake.

Did you notice in the photo that Nev was
lucky enough to have a front row seat right next to the cake! And also in the background were hard-working cooks carefully
creating our customary cuisine. Everyone there made our BBQ another enjoyable family
day.

And while I am on the subject of food, some of our ladies had another
morning get together at Beryl’s place on 20 May. Paddy is very happy
to report that the plates were full of goodies because he is usually
“forced” to clean up the leftovers!

On 23 May we visited Enoggera Army Base, in particular the RAR National Memorial
Walk (NMW) where our friendly hosts were the RAR Association. Please note that I
previously described the NMW building as an “Open Air Chapel”, mainly because on my
previous visits it was used for remembrance services; but if you do need to make
reference to the facility, the official name is “Contemplation Building”. The first photo
shows us in the Contemplation Building, and the second shows us starting to line up for
our BBQ lunch.
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Did you know that Enoggera Army Base has been in existence officially since 1908,
although the wider area has been used for military purposes since 1855. Upon its
establishment, the camp consisted of four paddocks that were used for training and drill;
Bell, Fraser's, Rifle and Thompson's (“Fraser’s Paddock” is a term still used by locals to
describe the locale of the southern entrance).

Since 1908 the base facilities have been expanded as the Army's presence has grown
through its involvement in two World Wars and beyond. On our visit we saw that that the
base is still undergoing a massive multi-million dollar expansion (over $700M). As I
mentioned in my previous report, things sure have changed!

There is a “Dad’s Army” of volunteers maintaining the NMW. Every
Monday from 0730 to 1000 “Dad’s Army” turn out to cut lawns, rake
leaves, spread mulch, clear drains, trim over 1,000 trees and hedges
and many other maintenance tasks. “Dad’s Army” does a fantastic
job so, on behalf of our ex-RAR members I want to thank them for
helping to “keep the spirit alive”.

If you were at our May meeting, you would have heard Maureen Rays
inform us about a memorial dedication and consecration ceremony that will
be conducted at Standown Park on 7 June. We also learnt that lunch will
be available with a PVA Tribute Concert to follow.

Construction of the memorial waterfall and monument commenced in 2012, and there are
over 400 names of Veterans and friends displayed in bricks along the dam wall. We have
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included a flyer for the occasion in this Commscord; however, note that there is a
correction - Maureen advises that it is NOT free for children over 15.

Standown Park is half way between Gympie and
Tin Can Bay, just off the Tin Can Bay highway.
Originally established as a Veterans Retreat, the
park is now open to Veterans and “nomads”. It is
a bush camping experience with modern facilities
on 18 acres surrounded by pine forest and
paddocks. The trees attract many species of
birdlife and there is a resident mob of kangaroos.
I am told that the open fireplace is where many
people gather.

At one of our Bunnings sausage sizzles
in April we were happy to welcome
Martin, one of our younger veterans, to
the sizzling team – and to steal a quote
from his Facebook page, Martin “had a
ball”.
In May we welcomed Nick,
another of our younger veterans, to our
team of sausage sizzling supremos. I
know time is a precious commodity for
people these days, so I thank everyone
on the team for giving us some of your
valuable time.

On 28 May the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia had a guest speaker from the
War Widows’ Guild of Australia (QLD Division) at Remembrance House. Your Committee
decided that it would be beneficial for our ladies to attend, so they were invited and we
partly funded morning tea. We were introduced to the benefits and services available to
War Widows in Queensland. The session was quite informative, and worthwhile
attending.
Did you know the badge of the War Widows Guild features a
kookaburra? They describe it this way: an industrious and cheerful bird,
which is fearless and aggressive in the defence of its young and the area
of territory it regards as its own, with a unique call - not a song but a
laugh. Their members wear the badge proudly.

7

There is another important organization about which veterans, especially
younger veterans and their partners, need to be aware: The Australian
Defence Force Assistance Trust.

The older ones among us would remember Graham Edwards AM as the
wheelie politician from Western Australia. We would also remember
Graham as a Vietnam Veteran who lost both legs. These two pictures
show Graham, first as a private soldier, and then later after his return from
Vietnam in his role as a politician.

Graham founded The Australian Defence Force Assistance Trust to care for Defence
personnel with serious service-related injuries and the families of those killed in service.
The then Minister for Defence, Stephen Smith, launched the Trust on 23 April 2012 with
a $14 million Australian Government grant. Income from this capital investment is used
to aid beneficiaries.

The Trust provides financial help to current
and former members of the ADF and their
families who are in need and are not
covered by the existing Special Forces
trusts.

The Trust is designed to assist those who
sometimes struggle to deal with financial
burdens.
These burdens can arise if
circumstances change and affect earning
capacity, or once heir entitlements no longer provide adequate support. Examples of the
help available include financial assistance for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Essential living expenses
Education or retraining for ADF members, veterans, or their dependents
Medical treatment
Special needs support
Mental health rehabilitation, including for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
Carer's assistance
Emergency and non-emergency situations.

The Trustees have been working to help the families of those killed or wounded in
Afghanistan. However, applications will be considered from Australian veterans and
families affected by any service-related death or permanent disability. If you need help,
get on the internet and search for “Australian Defence Force Assistance Trust”
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As you would know, most older veterans are covered by the Veterans
Entitlement Act (VEA), but you may not know that most younger
veterans are covered by the Safety, Rehabilitation and
Compensation Act 1988 (SRCA) and/or the Military Rehabilitation
and Compensation Act 2004 (MRCA). With younger veterans now
joining our organization, your Committee thought we needed to better understand the
new system our younger mates are going through, so we arranged for a DVA briefing (26
May) on the SRCA and MRCA.
As well as Committee members, all our welfare people were invited and, because the
Redcliffe RSL was generous enough to allow us to use their Committee Room, they also
were invited to send someone. It was a very informative session, and well worthwhile.
Thanks to Marion Milne from the Veterans Affairs Network for arranging the briefing, and
special thanks to Cathy, Tanya and Matt for giving us their time and access to their
knowledge. Although we are not experts, we now have a better handle on the system
younger veterans must navigate.
And now for a change of pace - I want to ask
if you would buy raffle tickets from exservicemen like this? Well a lot of people do,
and we all benefit from their generosity. So if
you can spare two hours on a Wednesday
night, talk to Mick and join our TPI raffle team!

A quick update on our participation in the
PTSD Program at the Toowong Private
Hospital - Karen Young has arranged for us to begin with a session on two of her
programs: the first on Tuesday 3 June, and the next on Tuesday 10 June. As I have said
previously, we are keen to help the next generation of vets, and will see how this project
goes.
And finally, those Mexicans are at it again! As I mentioned last month,
Jason Ames-Smith, who was then National Vice-President, stepped up to
be National President. From what I have been told, he has a young family
and the time demands of TPI National President were interfering with his
role as a parent, so has resigned. We all know that a young family has its
demands, so I can understand his predicament. I have asked for more
information, but, not knowing any of the detail or back-story, I won’t add further comment.
I hope you are not too busy to attend our June meeting and our usual Friday BBQ. I will
look forward to seeing you there. And remember, never look down on anyone unless you
are helping them up.
Cheers, Phil
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DATES TO REMEMBER
02 JUNE 2014

Monthly Meeting

Redcliffe Bridge Club

(old bowls club)

09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start.
05 JUNE 2014

PVA Meeting 10.30 for 11.00 at Redcliffe RSL Meeting Room.

06 JUNE 2014

BBQ at Jamieson Park Scarborough

07 JUNE 2014

Standown Park Memorial Dedication. More info inside.

20 JUNE 2014

Medieval Night

10.30 for 11.30.

One Eyed Dolphin Room Dolphins Club

6.00 pm for 6.30 pm start. Costumes Yes but not compulsory.

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS

Carol

Gus

John

Beryl

Paddy

Anna

Our Welfare Officers live in the following areas for your information. Please contact the Officer
closest to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so wish.

ALBANY CREEK

Carol Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Gus Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Paddy Neill

07 5428 7853

Beryl Neill

07 5428 7853

NARANGBA

John Clarkson

07 3385 6176

KURWONGBAH

Anna Douglas

BURPENGARY

0427 570 723
0407 747 621
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Memorial Dedication by

and Consecration by Rev. Jack Hammer

2pm Saturday 7th June 2014

Followed by PVA Tribute Concert

Featuring: 1st Regiment Royal Australian Artillery Band;
Clarence Ormsby; and the amazing ‘Tour Of Duty Band’

Standown Park

5486 5144
info@standown.com.au
91 Radtke Road, GOOMBOORIAN 4570
Half way between Gympie and Tin Can Bay
BOOK NOW for your camp site—unpowered
site
site $15
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Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER
Trivia Answers (Science and Nature)

Trivia Answers (Science and Nature)
1. Bones
2. Zodiac
3. Triangular
4. Radium
5. The moon
6. The nose
7. Write Once Read Many
8. Caviar
9. Gasoline
10. Crater

Trivia Questions (Sports and Leisure) for June (Answers in July Commscord)
Trivia Questions (Sport and Leisure)
1. Which British boxer trained with celebrities like rock star Sting before being knocked out
by Mike Tyson?
2. What gymnastic event often sees men performing the Iron Cross or Crucifix?
3. What item of sport equipment can have a coquille or bell guard to protect the fingers?
4. Which 14th seed became Wimbledon’s lowest ranked female title winner in 2005?
5. What does it mean to “reef” a boat’s mainsail?
6. What North American game awards the Stanley Cup?
7. What is the women’s equivalent of the Davis Cup?
8. What reason has been given for retiring the current World Cup in 2038?
9. What items of sport equipment are made by a fletcher?
10. What game has computer programs Deep Fritz, Deep Junior and Deep Blue that play
against champions?

Yorkie’s Question: Where is the longest Golf Course in the World? The Nullarbor Links.
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485 Gympie Road KEDRON
QLD’S NUMBER ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP
IN 2011

YOUR NEW CAR TPi SALES REPRESENTATIVE

STEVE
(07) 3632 3400

HORNE
or
15

0414 637 037

MEMORIAL DAY USA WAS HELD ON 26 MAY THIS YEAR

Memorial Day, is an American
holiday observed on the last
Monday of May, honours men and
women who died while serving in
the U.S. military. Originally known
as Decoration Day, it originated in
the years following the Civil War
and became an official federal
holiday in 1971. Many Americans
observe Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries or memorials, holding family
gatherings and participating in parades. Unofficially, at least, it marks the
beginning of summer.
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We received the voucher above during our visit to Hawaii. A nice way for Stores to say
thank you to Service Men and Women. Three dollars from each sale goes to the Veterans.
Imagine if we got something like this here there would be no problems funding PTSD
Treatment or other worthy causes.
Even Patriotic clothing is on sale. Next year is the 100th ANZAC Year and would be nice if
this idea was taken up by our Community.
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Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au
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It takes glass one million years to decompose, which means it never wears out and can be recycled an
infinite amount of times!
Gold is the only metal that doesn't rust, even if it's buried in the ground for thousands of years.
Your tongue is the only muscle in your body that is attached at only one end.
If you stop getting thirsty, you need to drink more water. When a human Body is dehydrated, its thirst
mechanism shuts off.
Each year 2,000,000 smokers either quit smoking or die of tobacco-related diseases.
Zero is the only number that cannot be represented by Roman numerals.
Kites were used in the American Civil War to deliver letters and Newspapers.
The song, Auld Lang Syne, is sung at the stroke of midnight in almost every English-speaking country in the
world to bring in the new year.
Drinking water after eating reduces the acid in your mouth by 61 Percent.
Peanut oil is used for cooking in submarines because it doesn't smoke unless it's heated above 450F.
The roar that we hear when we place a seashell next to our ear is not the ocean, but rather the sound of
blood surging through the veins in the ear.
Nine out of every 10 living things live in the ocean.
The banana cannot reproduce itself. It can be propagated only by the hand of man.
Airports at higher altitudes require a longer airstrip due to lower air density.
The University of Alaska spans four time zones.
The tooth is the only part of the human body that cannot heal itself.
In ancient Greece, tossing an apple to a girl was a traditional Proposal of marriage. Catching it meant she
accepted
Warner Communications paid $28 million for the copyright to the song Happy Birthday
Intelligent people have more zinc and copper in their hair.
A comet's tail always points away from the sun.
The Swine Flu vaccine in 1976 caused more death and illness than the Disease it was intended to prevent.
Caffeine increases the power of aspirin and other painkillers, that is why it is found in some medicines.
The military salute is a motion that evolved from medieval times, when Knights in armour raised their
visors to reveal their identity.
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If you get into the bottom of a well or a tall chimney and look up, you can see stars, even in the middle of
the day.
When a person dies, hearing is the last sense to go. The first sense Lost is sight.
In ancient times strangers shook hands to show that they were unarmed.
Strawberries are the only fruits whose seeds grow on the outside.
Avocados have the highest calories of any fruit at 167 calories per hundred grams.
The moon moves about two inches away from the Earth each year.
The Earth gets 100 tons heavier every day due to falling space dust.
Due to earth's gravity it is impossible for mountains to be higher than 15,000 meters.
Mickey Mouse is known as "Topolino" in Italy
Soldiers do not march in step when going across bridges because they could set up a vibration which could
be sufficient to knock the bridge Down.
Everything weighs one percent less at the equator.
For every extra kilogram carried on a space flight, 530 kg of excess fuel are needed at lift-off.
The letter J does not appear anywhere on the periodic table of the Elements.
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Service Tales – RAF photographs the USA!!
In the early to mid 1960s, the Bomber squadrons at Amberley, (Nos 1 and 6 Squadrons) were both
operating the Canberra aircraft. As such, our crews had a good rapport with many of the RAF
bomber command aircrews. Some were in Australia flying out of Woomera in South Australia, and
there was an operational squadron of delta wing Vulcan aircraft at Tengah in Singapore. So, in
those days, it was not unusual for us to receive visits from one or two ‘V’ bomber aircraft.
Sometimes their visits were operational, joining us in a bombing mission or two, and sometimes
their visits were social, ie, to join their aircrew mates in the mess!
These visits could be from either a squadron of Victor aircraft or the better known Vulcan aircraft.
Each was a magnificent aircraft in its own right. The Victor had the highest bomb load capacity of
any British bomber in history. It could take 35 x 1,000 pound bombs loaded internally into the
bomb bay. These were loaded on to bomb racks of seven bombs each, then the racks were loaded
into the bomb bay by hydraulic winches. The Victor aircraft is still in service today, as an air to air
refuelling tanker.

(RAF Victor Bomber taxiing in at Amberley – 1964).
The Vulcan may not have had as large a bomb load, (21 x 1,000 pound bombs loaded internally),
but was far more sophisticated in its navigation, flight envelope, ceiling height and many other
attributes. The RAF “V” bomber aircraft in those days were all painted with a special clear lacquer
which actually absorbed radar. We found this out accidentally when we, as a night duty crew,
painted the traditional red kangaroo high up on the fin of one of the visiting Vulcan Bombers. The
crew were very upset as apparently this application of a different paint created a hole in the seal of
the special lacquer. The crew’s choice was to fly back to the U.K via an unclassified route and have
the aircraft repainted on arrival; or ground the aircraft at Amberley and send out a paint crew to
repaint it at Amberley. The crew chose the former of the two and flew home via an unclassified
route.
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(RAF Vulcan {Delta Wing} Bomber at Amberley – 1964).
This radar protection also created a famous precedent on one occasion. One of their crew picked
up the story and related his experiences to us at Amberley. In late 1964, the USA loudly boasted
that they had just completed a programme installing early warning radar systems around the
complete circumference of the USA. No aircraft from this point on could ever cross the American
coastline without the USAF authorities’ knowledge.
Well, all this was just too much temptation for the RAF Vulcan Bomber crews. The Squadron
Commander of a Vulcan Bomber Squadron drew up a plan by which some 15 aircraft could
photograph the entire United States of America! Flight plans were written, studied and briefed,
special high altitude cameras were fitted. Then on a selected day, some 15 Vulcan Bomber aircraft
left their RAF airfield in England and headed for their respective targets within the USA. One of the
crews had instructions to photograph the actual Pentagon building – just on its own. As the Vulcan
aircraft could cruise undetected at an amazing altitude, never disclosed, but over 80,000 feet, the
squadron managed to achieve its goal of photographing the entire USA without ever being
detected.
What happened then? We were informed by a very proud crew that all the photographs, complete
with an imprint of the latitude/longitude and Zulu time printed in the lower frame of each print,
were all sent by surface mail to the Secretary for Defence in the then US Government, with a hand
written message, “We were there!”
The US Government hushed the whole thing, but the RAF crews were quite proud of their
achievements. We were told that US/UK relations were a little strained for a while!

Thanks John Clarkson for this contribution.
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