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DATES TO REMEMBER
06 JULY 2015

Monthly Meeting

Redcliffe Bridge Club

(old bowls club)

09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start.
02 JULY 2015

PVA Meeting 10.00 for 10.30 at Redcliffe RSL Meeting Room.

10 JULY 2015

BBQ at Jamieson Park, Scarborough 10.30 for 11.30 lunch.

17 JULY 2015

Christmas in July at Dolphins Leagues Club 6.30 p.m.

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS

Carol

Gus

John

Beryl

Paddy

Anna

George

Charmaine

Our Welfare Officers live in the following areas for your information. Please contact the Officer closest
to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so wish.
ALBANY CREEK

Carol Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Gus Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Paddy Neill

07 5428 7853

0488 237 799

Beryl Neill

07 5428 7853

NARANGBA

John Clarkson

07 3385 6176

KURWONGBAH

Anna Douglas

Ningi/Bribie Island

Charmaine Roberts

BURPENGARY

0427 570 723
0407 747 621

07 5429 5805

0419 779 012

/Caboolture and
Morayfield
REDCLIFFE

George Williamson

0413 103 608

ADVOCACY OFFICER
John Smith from Caboolture Vietnam Veterans Sub Branch is a Level 3 Advocacy Officer who has
kindly offered his services to our members. He may be contacted on: 07 3888 7001

3

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
It was the first day of winter and we had a good general meeting in June. Members
who were not at the meeting may need to be aware of two matters that were raised.
The first arose as a result of the recent floods, when a couple of our
members could have done with some assistance. If a similar
situation arises again and you need help, or you know of someone in
our group who could do with some help, contact one of our welfare
team. Your welfare team may then be able to mobilise some of us to
assist where we can. Just bear in mind that many of us have
limitations and cannot do a lot of the stuff more suited to the SES or qualified
tradesmen; however, many hands can make for lighter work in some situations.
The second relates to immunisation for shingles. At the meeting,
Doug Bennett spoke about shingles, and advised that we could
obtain immunisation through DVA. As people who have had
shingles will tell you, it can be a very debilitating illness. Dr Graeme
Killer featured it in one of his articles in Vet Affairs (Winter 2014), and
I have provided a synopsis here of the doctor’s article.
Shingles is an outbreak of herpes zoster - the same virus that causes chicken pox
early in life. 20 to 30 per cent of Australians will have an episode of shingles in their
lifetime. That is a high statistic, and it is often more complicated if we are over the
age of 60.
After the age of 60, we are more likely to have shingles complicated by post-herpetic
neuralgia (PHN) – a potentially serious chronic pain affecting the nervous system.
Sufferers often experience this chronic pain for weeks, months or (rarely) years.
I won’t go into the epidemiology of the illness here, but the good doctor said that in
the majority of patients, shingles presents as an acute self-limiting rash, which is
often quite painful and lasts approximately 10 to 15 days. Shingles can be
associated with headaches and fever, and when the rash develops, it is usually on
one side of the body, such as the chest, lower back or face.
The aim of the treatment of shingles is to accelerate the healing of the rash, reduce
the duration of the severity of pain, and decrease the risk of complications, including
PHN. Aggressive treatment early in the acute phase of shingles using antivirals and
analgesics improves patient comfort and reduces the likelihood of PHN.
Doug mentioned at the meeting that there is a vaccine available, free if you have a
Gold Card or White Card with appropriate accepted disabilities, and that the usual
cost of immunisation is about $250.
The provision of Zostavax (shingles vaccine) is on the basis of a prior approval
application from your doctor to DVA Pharmaceutical Advisory Centre (VAPAC).
Approval is dependent on meeting specific immunisation criteria. If you feel the
need, you can discuss the possibility of having the vaccine with your doctor.
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This picture is not part of the Sidney Nolan “Ned Kelly”
series (the windcheater was on a coat hanger when I took
the photo). This photo has relevance here because at our
June meeting, Quartermaster Bill told us he is running an
EOFY stocktake sale.
So, if you are in the market for a windcheater, and don’t
have one already, you might consider getting a TPI
windcheater to help keep you comfortable and cosy this
winter. Bill will be only too happy to fit you out with one of
our windcheaters, and while you are talking to Bill don’t
forget to ask him about our polo shirts.
Now, it is winter, so the cool breeze was not unexpected at our
BBQ on 5 June. But not even a cold snap right across eastern
Australia could stop us having a good time. As you can see in this
photo sunshine was in abundance, and was complemented by the
warmth of our group. And…….……….do you notice the TPI
windcheaters in this photo?

After attending our monthly meeting at the invite of his friend Dave Rickman, MIchael
“Ned” Needham came along to the BBQ, and now Ned and Fiona have joined our
group. Jim Shaw and Del have been on a couple of trips with us lately and they also
have joined Redcliffe TPI. A big welcome to all four new faces - I am sure you will
enjoy being part of our family.
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It was 12 June when some of our partners found themselves at
the Nerosso Café opposite the jetty in Redcliffe. I understand
they had a most enjoyable time, and once again I fell back on my
tried and trusted friend, the Mere Male Survival Guide – when I
met Diane afterwards I didn’t ask any questions.
While they were busy enjoying la dolce vita (the sweet life), some of us mere males
were forced to withdraw to the Redcliffe RSL, where we waited patiently for our
movement orders to arrive.
Pam and Jean (with Pedro) have been to Canberra with the quilt,
and here are a couple of photos to prove it (courtesy of Pedro).
On the left we have our patron Luke Howarth with Pam and Jean
along with a selection of MPs and Senators from both sides of the
political divide. And on the right – well, it was bucketing down at
the time, but did fine up later in the week.

On 23-24 June we went to the Darling Downs on an overnight bus
trip - first to Toowoomba and then on to Oakey. The trip included
a visit to the Cobb & Co Museum in Toowoomba (23 June) and
the Australian Army Flying Museum in Oakey (24 June).
At both museums we were treated to enlightening guided tours,
especially at the Army Flying Museum where we were captivated
for over two hours with a presentation that was both informative and entertaining.
Both museums are well worth a visit if you are out that way. We ate at a number of
agreeable places including the Cobb & Co Museum (lunch), the Toowoomba City
Golf Club (dinner), and the Oakey RSL Club (lunch). I think we were all nourishedout by the time we arrived home, or at least I was.
We also met up with some fine people we had not seen recently. The first three
photos over the page feature Downs locals: Allan and Ellen Coleman; Jason, Julia
and Ellyse Hamilton-Smith; and Paul and Cheryl Lazarus (feat. Paul and Charmaine
Roberts).
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Here are a few of the 150 photos from the Toowoomba/Oakey trip. The rest (mainly
of static museum displays) will appear on our Redcliffe TPI 2015 photo CD, and
some may make it on to Facebook after I get the USB stick to Pedro. If anyone has
photos from this trip, could you please give copies to Pedro for our photo CD.

At the
Cobb & Co
Museum

At the
Army
Flying
Museum
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Next month we are having our usual Christmas in July party, and
Beryl will have more on this event at our July General Meeting so be there to hear the details. Also, be prepared to tell Beryl if
you intend going (we need to firm up our numbers for catering
purposes).
Did you know that the Redcliffe
Peninsula Rugby League Football
Club was founded in 1947? In 1959 they received full
district club status and were accepted into the Brisbane
First Grade competition.
Throughout the 1960s, a
number of famous players came through the ranks of the
Dolphins Club to represent Queensland and Australia, including Trevor Harken and
Arthur Beetson.
If you are going to our Christmas in July and haven’t previously been there, the
Redcliffe Dolphins club is located at the Corner of Klingner and Ashmole Roads
Redcliffe. See you there!
Bunnings put on a family day at Rothwell on 27 June, and we were
invited to produce a cake stall. It was a big ask, especially following
so soon after our Toowoomba trip. So I want to thank everyone who
worked hard to deliver our delicacies, and also those who helped to
sell them on the day. Business was steady all day, and we were able
to keep replenishing so as to present two tables full of goodies until
they ran out. In all it was a very pleasant and profitable day.

We are continuing with our usual Wednesday night raffle at the
Redcliffe RSL. It must be an enjoyable gig because some people
have asked to be put on the roster every month. I won’t mention
names, but you know who you are - many thanks for your generous
assistance.
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We sizzled at Bunnings on Monday 15 June. And I want to
thank all our volunteers who gave us their time on what was
eventually a reasonably warm winters day (early on it looked
menacing, but Huey did the right thing and held the rain back).
This month I thought I might outline how
one of these days comes together.
It all starts before the due date when
people volunteer and a roster is drawn up.
Also in advance, Faye and Mick buy the
sausages, onions, and soft drinks as well
as get cleaning equipment ready. Then on
the morning of the sizzle, after Mick has
bought the fresh bread and ice, we pack it
all up and go it to Bunnings.
When we arrive, the site has to be set up.
These 3 photos show: (1) the basic site;
(2) the mobile BBQ trolley with the
gazebos folded on top; and (3) when we
are set up and ready to go. (I apologise for
not providing the best of photos, but eagleeyed warriors would be able to tell by the
length of the shadows and lack of light that
it is rather early in the morning).
Unfortunately, and it is often the case, the
previous group won’t have cleaned up very
well, or even at all. So the BBQ trolley,
including the BBQ plate, may have to be
cleaned before we can begin cooking.
During the day our volunteer sizzlers and
sellers (who give up their time to work two
hour shifts) make it all happen.
Then, at the end of the day, after we shut
up shop, we clean up, pack up and put it
all away.
As you can appreciate, we have a great bunch of people who work hard in a broad
range of roles to make sizzling and selling sensational snags a solid success.
In the third photo above you will see two Gazebos side by side. I have previously
mentioned that Bunnings donated a used gazebo frame, and that we then purchased
a canvas roof for it. Well, fortune favours the brave. Bunnings recently had on their
hands a dysfunctional gazebo frame, and we have managed to acquire that one as
well. It is missing some bolts, which we will replace, and of course we will purchase
another canvas cover. Voilà – we now have two gazebos.
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Of interest to many will be the federal government’s intention
to repatriate the remains of Australian servicemen buried in
the Terendak Military Cemetery (Malaysia).
For those who haven’t been to Malaysia, Terendak Garrison
is sited near Malacca. The garrison was the location of the
28th Commonwealth Brigade, to which Australia, New
Zealand and Great Britain contributed an infantry battalion,
as well as supporting arms and services.
The history of
this repatriation issue goes back to a
change in government policy that came
into effect in 1966. It was a meanspirited policy that resulted in the
remains of 25 Australian soldiers who
died in the Vietnam War not being
returned home. 24 of them are buried
in Terendak (photo) while one is buried
in the Kranji War Cemetery Singapore.
The offer to repatriate remains and provide an Australian burial is being extended to
the families of two servicemen who died during operational accidents and the family
of one man who died during the Malayan Emergency, all of whom are also buried at
Terendak.
The Australian Government will respect the wishes of the families who choose to
leave their loved ones resting where they currently lie. We have distributed an email
to members listing people the Office of War Graves is trying to contact (ex-8 RAR
members note that I have sent a copy of the email to our Association).
The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs has announced new
appointments to the Advisory Committee of the Veterans
and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS). The
new chair is Associate Professor Jane Burns, and the
new member is Dr Andrew Khoo.
Jane Burns is the founder and CEO of the Young and
Well Cooperative Research Centre, an organisation that
unites young people with researchers, practitioners and innovators to explore the
role of technology in improving mental health and wellbeing for young people aged
12 to 25.
Andrew Khoo divides his time between private practice and working at the Toowong
Private Hospital as a Clinical Director. He completed his medical degree at the
University of Queensland in 1994, and gained his fellowship from the Royal
Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists in 2002. He received a College
medal for his final year dissertation on posttraumatic stress disorder. A number of
our members have taken part in the Toowong PTSD program and speak very highly
of Dr Khoo and staff at the centre.
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In previous reports I have chronicled the outbreak of
activity around military PTSD, homelessness and
suicide. Well, I have received a positive response
from the Senator I contacted and I have met with a
member of his staff. I will now to follow developments
with interest.
Also, in case you didn’t get to read it, The Australian
had an interesting article on 9 June titled “Costs of war soar as returned Afghanistan
vets fall to disability”. It seems there are similar trends in medical conditions postAfghanistan to the trends that were evident/hidden post-Vietnam, and I have listed
here some of the interesting information from the article:
•

The number of Afghanistan veterans with an accepted disability has almost
trebled in three years to 3,444 and is up a third in just the past 12 months.

•

Instances of PTSD are up 300% since 2012 to 1,040, and have increased 45% in
the past year - growing at a rate of about 300 cases every year.

•

The number of Afghanistan veterans qualifying for Gold Cards, which for this
young cohort will be those judged to be totally and permanently impaired (ie. TPI)
now amounts to 474, up from 331 a year ago.

•

The biggest single accepted complaint among Afghanistan veterans is hearing
loss and tinnitus (1,682) followed by PTSD.

In the article, Philip Clarke, a professor of health economics at Melbourne University
made some very valid points:
•

The fast rising instances of PTSD suggested more and better treatments were
needed to help veterans recover.

•

The length of future deployments could be re-examined given that his research
on Vietnam veterans found that rates of disability were highly correlated with
length of service (I think he means time in country?).

•

The community did not appreciate that the post-war cost of caring for veterans
would exceed the cost of deployments, and if Vietnam was any guide many more
Afghanistan veterans would end up on disability support.

•

The figures show there is going to be a significant and ongoing human cost, and
also a significant and ongoing community cost, which will need to be funded.

In Redcliffe TPI we have learnt a lot from our own postVietnam experiences, and will make a contribution to the next
generation of vets and their families whenever we can. We
don’t force ourselves upon them, but we will continue to offer
them and their families a place where they can feel safe, with
a group of people who provide camaraderie and welfare support, and who also
provide opportunities to socialise with like-minded people who care.
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Retired two Star General of
the ROK army Kwon Hae
Young (currently Minister of
Defence,
Director
of
National Intelligence, and
President of the Korean
National Federation) has
presented some Korean
veterans with a special
medallion to commemorate
the 60th Anniversary of the
end of the Korean War.
The recipients included two
people you will know, Ted Parkinson and Bill Bailey. In his usual first-class style,
Ted thanked them in Korean, and I believe the Koreans were understandably
impressed. In this photo of the Korean veterans, Bill is on the far left, and Ted is on
the far right. The medallion is fitting recognition for their service. Well-done fellas!
Now, before I go, and because I had some vacant space here, I just
have to tell you this story that highlights the difference between overcomplicating a problem and simply being smart. Some years ago,
there was a dining-in night taking place. Several of the senior
members sat down together, and one of them discovered that their
saltshaker contained pepper, and their peppershaker was full of salt.
They began to discuss how they could swap the contents of the two bottles without
spilling any, and using only the implements at hand – clearly, a job for senior minds.
They debated the problem and presented ideas, and finally came up with a brilliant
solution involving a napkin, a spoon, a straw, and two empty saucers.
They called the private who was serving their table over to dazzle him with their
solution. One of them said, "We couldn't help but notice that the pepper shaker
contains salt and the salt shaker contains pepper". But before they could finish, the
private interrupted them. “Oh, sorry about that sir." He leaned over the table,
unscrewed the caps of both bottles, and switched them. There was dead silence at
the table.
Hopefully I will see you at our next monthly meeting, and then at our Jamieson Park
BBQ – so be there.
And remember; when a door closes another door should open, and if it doesn’t, go in
through the window.
Cheers everyone, and take care.

Phil
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Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au
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PTSD and Broken Straws

What now of those who returned from war and marched yesterday
They too have said hooray to army days and gone their way
No more the accolades, ticker tape and silent are the drums
Their war already forgotten by more than some
These warriors from yesterday eagerly donned mufti at long last
Yet soon to be struggling with tomorrow and lingering with the past
Smothering jungle and deadly bunker systems just feet away
Desert sands and shimmering heat with mines and bloody frays
Exhausted and freezing in icy trenches waiting for an attack at dawn
Urgent pleas, mutilated flesh, spurting blood and mates to mourn
Urban streets where friendly waves mask grenade and gun
No matter where they served, these nightmares and more are as one
A car backfires, a helicopter whirs or other threatening noises near
Such sounds often trigger memories and sudden fear
A face in the crowd or a voice so familiar, he thinks of him
Soldiering so long together, they were closer than Kin
So many comrades lost forever in that terrible din
Suddenly he wants to be alone as if such thoughts are a mortal sin
Trying to obey old rules and routine in what was his beloved home
Ignored by old civilian friends who think it best to leave him alone
Sleepless tortured nights complete with images, shouts and screams
Ghosts pleading but he can’t go back to where he once had been
Frustration, pain, anger and questioning past duty with “What For?”
Reaching out for help but too often snatching at broken straws
As youth they answered the call and stepped forward to dare
Now their camps are homes, shelters, parks and god knows where
Lost now in a space age society that simply does not understand
Some say “enough” and depart Planet Earth for a better land
When the next column marches home and crowds do cheer
There will be more with troubled minds and sleepless nights I fear
George Mansford © May 2015
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Trivia Questions (Sport and Leisure) July 2015
1.

Where was Donald Bradman born?

2.

What is numismatics?

3.

What name is given to an Olympic event in which a ball on a wire is thrown?

4.

What domestic art has “prairie points”, “wave panels”, and “cathedral windows”?

5.

How many balls are normally racked in a triangle in pocket billiards?

6.

Who lost to Muhammad Ali in 1975 despite connecting with 440 punches?

7.

What French word for “sled” is given to a Winter Olympics sport?

8.

Which travellers relied years ago on octants to find their way?

9.

What modern event is equivalent to a sport in the ancient Olympics requiring participants to carry
hand weights that are swung to increase momentum?

1.

Who had a women’s tennis record-breaking winning streak of 74 games in 1974?

Good to see Allan and Ellen recently.
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RIO

CERATO HATCH

KOUP

SOUL

RONDO 7seater

GRAND CARNIVAL

SPORTAGE

CERATO SEDAN

OPTIMA

SORENTO 4WD

PRO-CEED HOT HATCH

485 Gympie Road KEDRON, QLD’S NUMBER
ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP for 2013, Your New Car TPi Sales
Representative is
STEVE HORNE

Phone - (07) 3634 3371 or 0414 637 037
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Royal Australian Air Force

12 years and counting
It’s a little known fact that one of the longest serving elements in the Middle East Region (MER) is an Air
Force element that does not operate any aircraft.
However, without it the degree of mission success and significant achievements that our flying elements
have enjoyed in the MER would not have been possible.
Combat Support Unit (CSU) has provided tireless combat support to the projection of air power in the MER
for 12 years.
This is longer than many personnel have served in the RAAF and longer than most other ADF elements
deployed in the region.
This presence was continued with the recent deployment of almost 200 personnel with CSU rotation 13 –
the largest rotation to deploy to the MER and more than double the number of personnel in the original
2003 deployment.
CO CSU 13 WGCDR Robert Graham said the unit remained a critical enabler for the projection of air power
in the Middle East.
“I am proud to be part of what has become a long-standing task for Air Force with men and women who
have proven themselves to be a group of motivated, professional and capable individuals,” he said.
Rotation 13 has adopted the unit slogan “Can’t Stop Us” – a play on words of unit acronym CSU – which
reflects the pride the unit has in its legacy and heritage.
“I am enjoying continuing and building upon the work that our predecessors have done,” WGCDR Graham
said.
In late 2002, an advance team from Combat Support Group was deployed to Australia’s main logistics base
in the Middle East.
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They were there to liaise with the host nation, begin the establishment of ‘ support contracts and
undertake site preparation to receive RAAF aircraft as part of the new ADF commitment to operations in
the Middle East.
In January 2003, GPCAPT Mark Kelton deployed as Commander Task Element 633.2.2 (then a Combat
Support Element) to support P3 operations as part of Operation Catalyst.
“At the time of the deployment we were advised to significantly downsize the task unit within three
months of the commencement of the conflict,” GPCAPT Kelton said.
“It was a good time to be in command with impossible working hours and an incredible group of officers,
warrant officers, SNCOs and troops to work alongside.” The world has changed significantly since 2002,
which has also seen the posture of the ADF in the MER evolve considerably.
As a result, CSU has experienced many changes over this time.
The P3 detachment has long since redeployed, and in 2009 a major theatre rebasing occurred, which
involved the relocation of ADF elements in the Middle East.
This increased the CSU support requirement to include C-130 and C-17 aircraft and a name change from
Combat Support Element to CSU.
More recently, the MER theatre has been redrawn with the creation of several new operations including
Operation Accordion, of which CSU is part. Despite these changes, the functions CSU provides have
remained largely unchanged.
These range from the provision of airbase command and control, airbase security, logistics and
administration, airfield engineering, health support, emergency response, explosive ordnance disposal and
aviation safety to non-airbase tasks including the set-up and operation of evacuation handling centres in
support of non-combatant evacuation operations and aeromedical evacuation.
CSU has supported almost every RAAF aircraft type and a significant number of coalition and contracted
aircraft while deployed.
The unit has been part of a long unbroken string of operations in the region, which include Operations
Falconer, Catalyst, Slipper and Accordion, and supports other operations in the region such as Okra.
CSU used to draw personnel predominantly from Combat Support Group, but now about 40 per cent of
personnel come from other FEGs.
This presents challenges in building the team and creating a cohesive unit before deployment.
However, with the recent formation of No. 295 Squadron, the ability to do this has improved significantly
and CSU personnel now attend three weeks of force preparation training before deployment.
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Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.
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Trivia Answers
1. Cootamundra NSW.
2. The study/collection of currency.
3. Hammer throw.
4. Quilting.
5. Fifteen.
6. Joe Frazier.
7. Luge.
8. Sailors.
9. Long jump.
10. Martina Navratilova.

PVA ladies and the Redcliffe PVA Quilt at Luke Howarth’s Office with Senator Ronaldson Minister for
Veterans Affairs.
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New Zealand starting the move back to 7.62 NATO
24/06/15 4:31 PM
Article: LIVELEAK: http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=67f_1295957010

New Zealand is starting the slow move back to 7.62 NATO rifles due to
the battlefield deficiency of 5.56 NATO on Afghanistan.
Back when I were a lad, a section had 7 x 7.62 FN-FAL, 1 x M60, and maybe 2 x 5.56 M16
(scouts) otherwise 2 x 7.62. It's now started moving back from 9 x 5.56 Steyr and
whatever gun they now use at section level (Minimi? of FN MAG?)
The benefit of high power, accurate aimed fire is starting to dawn on all players. At last
none of this spray and pray crap.
In Vietnam; 7.62 rifles ruled. They shot through jungle foliage and didn't get deflected.
Now they are in Afghanistan and they shoot very long distances effectively. I simply
don't know why 5.56 rifles became predominant.

The country's soldiers are about to get more killing power with a new weapon which
will better the range and accuracy of the rifles used by the enemies they are likely to be
fighting.
A 7.62mm marksman's rifle will be issued to each section of eight to 10 soldiers after
the New Zealand Defence Force completed a study of 10 of its weapons systems, mostly
small arms issued to soldiers.
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Three sections make up a platoon and the army said today one soldier in each section
would get the new weapon when the army decided what rifle to buy. The rest of the
soldiers in the section would continue to be issued with Steyr rifles which fire a 5.56mm
standard issue Nato cartridge which was limited in range, said Deputy Chief of Army,
Brigadier Dave Gawn.
The new rifle would fire a more powerful cartridge with greater range and accuracy.
Brig Gawn said most hostile forces used the Russian-designed AK47, which fired a
similar 7.62mm round.
"In terms of range and hitting power there is a mismatch between the 5.56mm (bullet)
which has a maximum range of around 300m versus the 7.62mm which is closer to
600m."
He said giving the soldiers more powerful 5.56mm cartridges would overcome some of
that difference but the new weapon would have a range of up to 1000m.
The army would also replace its specialist 7.62mm sniper rifles.
About 3000 of the 13,000 Steyr rifles in the Defence Force armory would be fitted with
a new sighting system, which would increase magnification from 1.5 times to four times
magnification. They would also be modified to allow thermal sighting systems to be
fitted.
The Steyr rifles were likely to last another 10 years before they were replaced, but Brig
Gawn said it was too soon to say what calibre rifle would be adopted.

Think of Rosemary leaves
Strong and Green
With little white flowers in between
Sweet and fragrant
Always there
Behind the leaves
Strong and fair.
Then think of the Mothers
The partners, the wives
Who were there for the Veterans
All of their lives
Behind the scenes
Strong and fair
Remember the women
Who were always there.

Thanks Gloria
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65 YEARS SINCE THE START OF THE KOREAN WAR
On the 65th anniversary of the beginning of the Korean War, the Minister for Veterans’
Affairs, Senator the Hon. Michael Ronaldson, encouraged Australians to remember those
who served in what is often called the ‘forgotten war’.
“Today marks 65 years since the start of the Korean War, a war in which some 18,000
Australians served, including during the post-armistice period, with more than 350
Australians losing their lives and some 1,500 wounded.”
“In addition to fighting a determined enemy, our soldiers, sailors and airmen endured the
hardships of extreme weather conditions, fighting in freezing temperatures during winter and
in scorching heat in summer,” Senator Ronaldson said.
Our nation fought as part of the United Nations (UN) force defending South Korea against
North Korean and later also Chinese forces. It was on this day in 1950 that North Korean
forces launched their invasion of the south, crossing the border and advancing toward the
South Korean capital of Seoul, which they captured within days.
“Three years of fighting followed as the UN came to the aid of South Korea. Australia’s
presence in South Korea carried on into the post-armistice period (1953–57), providing
support to a country ravaged by war. With no official peace treaty signed at the conclusion of
the fighting on 27 July 1953, the state of war between North and South Korea persists to the
present day.”
“Today, we acknowledge the start of the Korean War, including the impact it had on the lives
of many Australians, and we pay our respects to those who served and those who lost loved
ones,” Senator Ronaldson said.
Media enquiries:
Minister Ronaldson: Mark Lee 02 6277 7820 or 0408 547 381
Department of Veterans’ Affairs Media: 02 6289 6203

Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) and Veterans Line
can be reached 24 hours a day across Australia for crisis support and free and confidential counselling.
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Phone 1800 011 046 (international:
+61 8 8241 4546)

A SHORT COLLECTION FROM THE CANBERRA VISIT BY PAM, JEAN AND PEDRO.
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