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DATES TO REMEMBER
01 FEBRUARY 2016

04 FEBRUARY 2016

Monthly Meeting
Redcliffe Bridge Club Irene Street next to the RSL
09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start.
PVA Meeting 10.00 at Redcliffe RSL Peacekeeper’s Room.

05 FEBRUARY 2016

BBQ at Jamieson Park Scarborough.

10.30 for 11.30.

09-10 FEBRUARY 2016 Off to the Turtle Watching Trip by Tilt Train.

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS

Carol

Gus

Anna

John

Beryl

George

Charmaine

Paddy

Jo-Anne

Please contact the Officer closest to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so
wish.
ALBANY CREEK

Carol Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Gus Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Paddy Neill

07 5428 7853

0488 237 799

Beryl Neill

07 5428 7853

NARANGBA

John Clarkson

07 3385 6176

KURWONGBAH

Anna Douglas

Ningi/Bribie Island

Charmaine Roberts

BURPENGARY

REDCLIFFE

0407 747 621
07 5429 5805

George Williamson
Jo-Anne Shorrock

0427 570 723

0419 779 012
0413 103 608

07 3285 5545

0407 739 557

ADVOCACY OFFICER John Smith from Caboolture Vietnam Veterans Sub Branch is a Level 3 Advocacy
Officer who has kindly offered his services to our members. He may be contacted on: 07 3888 7001
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
This report will contain some old stuff, as I catch up with some stuff that happened
during the silly season and then while we were on R&R.
On the social scene, 2015 wound up with a bit of a bang. First
we had our Christmas party, then we had our usual monthly
meeting, and finished off with our final Big Bash BBQ By the Bay.
Actually, it was a picnic rather than a BBQ, and we had a great
turnout. Thanks to everyone who helped make it so.
We were especially happy to see Jason, Julia and Ellysa, as well
as Paul and Cheryl down from Toowoomba for the BBQ. The return of Ralph and
Cathy Sadler after a short absence was also most welcome.
Of course, photos from our picnic will be on our 2015 photo CD. Just a couple here
to highlight two aspects: the first shows how fantastic the weather was; and the
second shows some of us in repose after enjoying our feast. There is no doubt our
Redcliffe TPI family is an exceptional group of friends. Not only did we finish with a
great day, we had another great year!
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There was an especially sad moment
when we were told that Max Davey
had passed away on 23 December.
Max was a previous President of
Redcliffe TPI, and always gave us his
strong support.
On 29 December, Redcliffe TPI turned up in numbers to
join Max’s family in commemorating his life and to
support Margaret. Stand down mate, we will miss you.
We also had a few applications to join our Redcliffe TPI
Family. We welcome: Allan and Marlene Johnston,
Wayne and Jan Swift, and also Adel and Rowena Amin
(Adel is Bill Abboud’s brother).
To ensure you continue to enjoy the benefits of belonging to our
Redcliffe TPI family, remember to renew your membership for
2016.
We prefer that you renew directly with Paddy - we pass capitation
fees to State, but by renewing directly with us we are able to know
who our financial members are as soon as possible. We normally retain members
on our email and postal list for some months just in case you forget to renew, but
eventually begin deleting un-financial members from that list.
I don’t know about you but I hate gobbledegook or
gibberish (when people don’t use simple English).
When I sat down to read the latest DVA newspaper,
one particular item showed that government spindoctors will never cease to amaze. Instead of using everyday English they persist
with using meaningless words that attempt to disguise true intentions.
For example, in an article on page 9 I read, "the Australian Government announced
that it would be rebalancing the assets test to improve the fairness and
affordability of the pension system". Why not just say in plain English: “to save
money, the Australian Government will change the assets test to reduce the
pension paid to some people? I have a message for politicians and DVA, give
me a break - say what you mean in plain English!
We have put together another series of trivia questions for the
Commscord in 2016 – the questions are a little more challenging
this year so I hope you enjoy thinking about them and perhaps
discover some new knowledge in the process.
Also, while I am on the subject of trivia, late last year Diane and I
went to an event called “Rock Under The Clock” at the Sandgate Town Hall. They
had a live band that first came together at Sandgate State High School in the 60s.
There was dancing, and of course the night included a trivia competition.
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The second part of the trivia competition had 14 questions where we had to guess the
name of the group. Have a look at this list of cryptic clues and see how many you
can get. Write your answers down and compare them with the answers provided at
the end of my report. I have given you a start by providing the first answer.
1. Primates = The Monkees.
2. Mexican Money
3. Rotating Rocks
4. Male Nippers
5. Windy U.S. City
6. Two Couples Spinning
7. Heavy Blimp
8. Honourable Siblings
9. Unknown People
10. Living Dead
11. Germany’s Loners
12. Quarters That Make A Year
13. Mums and Dads
14. Three Singing Saints
In case you were wondering, The Monkees were: Peter Turk, Micky Dolenz, Davy
Jones, and Michael Nesmith. Did you know that David Bowie was born David
Jones but changed his name to distinguish himself from the Monkee by a similar
name? As if he needed to worry!
On 14 December we saddled up for our last sausage sizzle
for 2015 and then resumed sizzling at Bunnings on Monday
11 January 2016. Thanks to everyone who turned up to help
on these days because they would otherwise have been
enjoying some R&R. Here is our last shift on Monday 11 January.
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We also finished our last Wednesday night raffle at the Redcliffe
RSL for 2015 just before Christmas, and then resumed on 13
January. Please take the time to contact Secretary Mick or see
him at one of our monthly meetings to get on the list of
volunteers for the sizzle and/or the raffle.

Our first group outing for 2016 will be a trip to Bundaberg on the Tilt Train, and then
on to Mon Repos beach (Bagara) to witness part of the life cycle of turtles. Beryl
will have full details at our February meeting for people going on this trip.
What we hope to see is part of an ancient life cycle
within the animal kingdom. Sea turtles make their
journey to this shore to lay their eggs, and then months
later their young hatchings make their perilous journey
to the sea.
Mon Repos is a special place. It supports the largest
concentration of nesting marine turtles on the eastern Australian mainland, and has
the most significant loggerhead turtle nesting population in the South Pacific region.
The success of nesting and hatching turtles at Mon Repos is critical for the survival
of the endangered loggerhead turtle.
Mon Repos is also a globally significant site where people can learn about these
extraordinary animals as well as the conservation and research programs that are
protecting them at the Turtle Centre. Every year, from November to March, people
can join Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) Rangers at Mon Repos
Turtle Centre on a guided tour to watch nesting (November to January) and
hatching (January to March).
Mon Repos is French for "My Rest" and the place has an interesting history. It was
the name of the homestead established by Augustus Barton in the early 1880s. In
the 1890s, the governments of France, Queensland and New South Wales decided
to construct an undersea telegraph cable to link Australia to North America across
the Pacific Ocean via New Caledonia, Fiji, Samoa, and Hawaii. The cable came
ashore at Mon Repos, where a cable station was constructed.
The cable was used until the 1920s when it was replaced by a radio service via
Sydney and the cable station demolished. The cables remained in place under the
sea where they were used during World War 2 by the Royal Australian Navy. The
navy trained crews in midget submarines operating from HMS Bonadventure to cut
cables in preparation for cutting undersea telephone cables to Tokyo.
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Members who applied to renew their TPI/EDA Travel Card
late last year should have received their new card by now. If
you have a TPI/EDA Travel Card and did not re-apply, you
should have received a letter with the appropriate application
form enclosed.
Your new card should be current for 5 years, which is good because it will save us
the hassle of re-applying every year. Perhaps explaining to my local MP (who is
also the Transport Minister) the meaning of “Totally and Permanently” incapacitated
had some effect on averting an annual re-application regime? If you have any
questions you can contact Translink on 13 12 30 or you can out their website:
http://translink.com.au/tickets-and-fares/concessions/tpi-eda-veteran-travel-pass
Late last year, as part of the Mid-Year Economic Fiscal Outlook
(MYEFO), the federal government said it would reduce or remove
bulk-billing incentives for certain pathology and imaging services.
The changes are due to commence in July 2016, with patients
who have high out-of-pocket medical costs continuing to be
covered by the Medicare Safety Net.
The government also said that concession card holders and children under 16
will be exempt from the cuts. I have since received advice from our TPI National
President confirming that the changes will not apply to services accessed by
DVA clients with gold cards or conditions covered by DVA white cards.
Two other federal government changes effective 1 January 2016
may affect you. The first is a change to over-the-counter (OTC)
medicines - some have been delisted from the Pharmaceutical
Benefits Scheme (PBS). However, the change did make provision
for further consideration by the DVA Repatriation Pharmaceutical
Reference Committee (RPRC), and this review has happened.
There was concern among some veterans regarding the specific de-listing of
Panadol Osteo. Apparently, the manufacturer declined to make a submission to list
the product on the Repatriation Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (RPBS), so DVA
has advised that veterans will have access to an alternative brand of paracetamol
665mg modified release tablets through the RPBS.
You can check the changes made to the PBS listings on the following website:
http://www.pbs.gov.au/browse/changes#56450. The relevant DVA factsheet is
HSV92 – Repatriation Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme. If you have any doubts or
questions, you are advised to discuss it with your chemist.
The second change that started on 1 January 2016 involves an
increase in the PBS co-payment from $5.80 to $6.20, and a
change in the Safety Net from 60 prescriptions per year to a dollar
amount ($372 per year). I have been advised that there will be no
change to the annual (March) arrangement for DVA patients - the
difference between $260 (26x$10 per fortnight) and your costs
above $260 are to be reimbursed automatically.
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Here is a good news story about homeless veterans. The
Australian Lutheran College (ALC) in North Adelaide is
opening up part of its accommodation wing to homeless
veterans. The program is a joint initiative of ALC and the RSL,
which wants to provide emergency housing and support services for veterans down
on their luck.
Under the program, ALC will provide 16 beds for veterans who are homeless or
facing homelessness. Veterans will be provided with linen, and three meals a day
at the refectory. At the same time the RSL will support them as they get back on
their feet and return to permanent accommodation.
Ben Challinor who spent 11 years in the Royal Australian Artillery will manage the
shelter. While it is designed to be a short-term solution; some clients could stay for
up to a year. The aim is to get them to move on when they've achieved selfsustainability. The first step is to stop them sleeping rough or on somebody’s couch
and steer them in the right direction, including help to find employment.
And here is a not so good story about our
younger veterans. 33,000 armed services
personnel have served in Afghanistan and
within the wider Middle East area. On 30
December 2015 The Australian featured
an article that has implications for these
veterans as DVA clients. The article is
headed “Afghanistan veterans flock to
disability support”.
The article highlights that two Afghanistan war veterans are going on the disability
support pension each day as Australian veterans increasingly claim multiple health
conditions and render these hostilities potentially the worst of all recent conflicts for
life-changing impact.
New DVA figures suggest that compared with other recent conflicts, proportionally
more veterans from the Afghan theatre will be totally incapacitated and needing
maximum support. The figures highlight the rising mental toll on veterans with
PTSD being the largest condition - accepted PTSD claims are more than triple the
number of claims three years ago.
Unfortunately, some are suggesting that DVA may be hard-pressed to meet the
future needs of veterans in an atmosphere of government cost-cutting, with some
veterans now being forced to wait up to two years before having a claim accepted.
This article and the DVA figures simply show that when we send people off to a
conflict, the commitment continues long after the tumult and shouting has died
away. The sooner our politicians and the broader community realize this the better
it should become for how Australia treats our veterans.
NOTE: This is your last chance to have a go at the musical trivia before you
get the answers on the next page.
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Answers to the musical trivia quiz,
1. Primates

The Monkees

2. Mexican Money

Tijuana Brass

3. Rotating Rocks

Rolling Stones

4. Male Nippers

Beach Boys

5. Windy U.S. City

Chicago

6. Two Couples Spinning

Four Tops

7. Heavy Blimp

Led Zeppelin

8. Honourable Siblings

Righteous Brothers

9. Unknown People

The Who

10. Living Dead

Zombies

11. Germany’s Loners

Herman’s Hermits

12. Quarters That Make A Year

Four Seasons

13. Mums and Dads

Mamas and Papas

14. Three Singing Saints

Peter Paul and Mary

Our Redcliffe TPI family officially kicks
off another year when we resume
monthly meetings at the Redcliffe
Bridge Club on Monday 1 February and follow that up with our first BBQ by
the Bay on 5 February. I am hoping to
see you at both events!
Our 2015 Photo CD is ready and
copies will be available for you to pick
up at our meeting on 1 February. Our
thanks must go to Pedro (Newman)
and George (Robinson) for producing
the CD.
And remember, you are allowed to talk
to yourself, because sometimes you
are going to need expert advice.
Take care,

Phil
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Sadly we lost Max in December and he will be missed by all who knew him. Ralph obtained his
Service Postings Record and here are the places he served. R.I.P Max.
Tasmanian Squadron Air
Training Corp
Hobart
RAAF School of Technical Training
Wagga
Air Trials Unit
Woomera
Tasmanian Squadron Air
Training Corp
Hobart
1 Recruit Training Unit (on re-entry)
Wagga
5 Airfield Construction Squadron
Darwin
Base Squadron
Point Cook
Base Squadron
Laverton
Base Squadron
Darwin
Base Squadron
Amberley
Base Squadron
Butterworth
1 Central Ammunition Depot
Penrith
Base Squadron
Richmond
22 Squadron (on re-entry)
Richmond

18-01-1955
02-05-1955
28-07-1955
11-07-1961
12-07-1961
09-10-1961
12-02-1962
08-05-1962
17-09-1969
10-07-1972
21-08-1973
25-08-1976
14-08-1980
15-08-1980

Australian Active Service Medal 1945-75 with Clasp ‘THAILAND’
Vietnam Logistic and Support Medal
Australian Service Medal 1945-75 with Clasps ‘THAILAND’ ‘SE ASIA’
Defence Force Service Medal with 1st Clasp
National Medal
Australian Defence Medal
Returned from Active Service Badge
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Sore Back? Get Relief Now
Gold Card holders pay no charge for Physio appointments

Do you want a Physio who understands you?
Our Physios have 50+ years of
experience helping Veterans
just like you
One on One appointments in
private air conditioned rooms.
Full privacy with no curtains

Get relief with hands on Physio
No hotpacks or tingling machines

For an appointment please call us on 38801649
Dr’s referral required
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CHRISTMAS BBQ/LUNCHEON 2015 HAPPY SNAPS AT JAMIESON PARK
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Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER

Trivia Questions (Geography)FEBRUARY 2016
1. What flightless bird is the national symbol of New Zealand?
2. Which city hosted the 2015 Climate Change Conference?
3. Which city’s annual Fringe is the world’s largest arts festival?
4. Which territory’s people voted to remain British Citizens in 1967 and again in 2002?
5. What country did the Maoris name Aetearoa (Long White Cloud)?
6. What remains the poorest country in South America despite its huge oil reserves?
7. Which is the world’s largest container port?
8. Which South Australian volcano contains the Blue Lake?
9. By what name was Argentina’s Eva Peron Known?
10. Where did the Redcliffe TPI group go for lunch in November 2015?

Beryl with Santa
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Windows 10??
Windows 10 has arrived, it’s better than all previous versions and it’s a freeby but – is it for you???
What Microsoft, or anyone else, hasn’t told you is it just mightn’t be – unless your computer is a real young pup,
it might not have the relevant drivers to run Windows 10 and if you do take advantage of the free offer, your
computer might slow down considerably and occasionally lock up.
Before you download Windows 10 and end up screaming at your computer when it starts to play up, you should
log onto the manufacturer’s web site and check to see if your particular model is compatible with Win 10 (ie: if
the drivers are available). If you have a Toshiba machine, one of the most popular on the market, log onto this
site (http://www.mytoshiba.com.au/support) fill in the form below and it will tell you if a driver is available.

If there isn’t – DON’T INSTALL WINDOWS 10 unless you do some Googling that indicates it should work. For
most activities Windows 10 is more efficient than Windows 7 and on a par with Windows 8.1 and it will be
supported for longer into the future than either of those, so there are benefits in upgrading if you can do it safely.
Other manufacturers also run compatibility notifications, see below.
For:
ACER Computers
ASUS Computers
Dell Computers
HP Computers
Lenovo Computers

Go here:
http://www.acer.com.au/ac/en/AU/content/windows10-eligiblemodels#_ga=1.172110563.137751394.1446080455
http://www.asus.com/event/2015/osupgrade/upgrade.html
https://www.dell.com/support/article/us/en/19/SLN297954/en
http://www8.hp.com/us/en/drivers.html
https://support.lenovo.com/us/en/documents/ht103535

If you have a computer not listed above, Google “Is my XXXX laptop compatible with windows 10” inserting your
brand instead of the XXXX.
If it is not compatible – don’t install Windows 10 yet. Perhaps one day your computer manufacturer might release
a driver/s for your machine, but if it is an elderly machine, don’t bank on it!!!
If you have installed the upgrade and your computer is as slow as a wet week (after allowing time for it to settle
in and catch up on updates) and it is less than 30 days since you did so, click on Settings, then Update and
Security then Recovery and roll back to the version you had previously. If it’s more than 30 days I’m afraid the
only option available to you is to do a clean restore of your original system – big job!!!
Thanks to RADSCL Magazine for this information.
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RIO

CERATO HATCH

KOUP

SOUL

RONDO 7seater

GRAND CARNIVAL

SPORTAGE

CERATO SEDAN

OPTIMA

SORENTO 4WD

PRO-CEED HOT HATCH

485 Gympie Road KEDRON, QLD’S NUMBER
ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP for 2013, Your New Car TPi Sales
Representative is
STEVE HORNE

Phone - (07) 3634 3371 or 0414 637 037
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HAPPY SNAPS AT OUR CHRISTMAS DINNER AT DOLPHINS LEAGUES CLUB 2015
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Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER
Trivia Answers
1. The kiwi.
2. Paris.
3. Edinburgh.
4. Gibraltar.
5. New Zealand.
6. Bolivia.
7. Singapore.
8. Mt Gambia.
9. Evita.
10. Sandstone Point QLD.

21

22

