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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Having a brief R&R in January
has given me the opportunity
to again reflect on how society
treats our veterans, and within
that context how Redcliffe TPI
can add value to the lives of
our members.
So I begin my first report of
2015 with this US illustration,
which is a poignant portrayal
of how tough life can be for
some veterans. It highlights
that even within a supposed
“civilized” society there will be
people who fall on hard times,
and if recent studies are correct, this includes many Australian veterans.
Consequently, I have reinforced my resolve to ensure that we continue to look after
the welfare of our members their partners and families, and to ensure that no one in
our group becomes socially isolated. Accordingly, our welfare team and social
program will continue to be a key focus for our committee.
Just remember, young or old, veteran or partner, if you need help, or if you
think another person in our group needs help, please do not hesitate to
contact us. As a group, it is very important that we continue to look out for
each other. We will not interfere, but we are ready to provide support where
we can.
I now want to take one last look at 2014, which closed off with a
couple of great social events. Our penultimate happening was
Christmas lunch in Jamieson Park - a fitting finale for some perfect
planning and exceptional execution. We had a big crowd of
enthusiastic members and partners taking advantage of the
abundant good will and copious Christmas cheer.
There are plenty of photos on
Facebook, but for those who
don’t use Facebook, I have
included some photos taken
early in the day, before the
multitude arrived. This photo
and the first photo on the
next page highlight the fact
we are indeed a gregarious
bunch of people, spanning a
number of generations, and
sharing a common bond.
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Visitors to our lunch included
a couple of TPI veterans from
my gym group together with
their partners. They have
now transferred to Redcliffe
TPI group, so we extend to
them a very warm welcome.
Another visitor was Ricky
Dumigan from mates4mates.
He didn’t stay long but during
our chat he indicated that he
would like to come to one of our meetings and deliver a presentation on how they
can help veterans.
And before I leave this item, on behalf of the group I want to say a big thank
you to everyone who made a contribution to our fabulous lunch: nibbles, main course
and desserts.
Our final social event of 2014 was full of bonbons and bonhomie
because the Christmas spirit was in abundance at the Redcliffe
RSL on the evening of 12 December. About 100 people attended
our Christmas party and we had a terrific time.
As usual, the man in the red
ensemble paid us a visit at
the Christmas party. Darryl
told me that 2014 was his
last as year as Santa, so I
want to thank Darryl for a job
well done over many years.
Darryl is a natural Santa:
always jaunty and jolly, often
philosophic, and sometimes
mischievous, but doing it with
bags-of-style.
Did you know that Saint Nicholas (Greek
Nikilaos) was a historic 4th-century Christian
saint? He was the Greek Bishop of Myra who
had a reputation for secret gift giving, such as
putting coins in the shoes of those who left
them out for him. This person then became
the model for Santa Claus, whose modern
name comes from the Dutch Sinterklaas, itself
from a series of omissions, elisions (the
omission of one or more sounds) and
corruptions of the transliteration of "Saint
Nikolaos”. And…quite appropriately in our
case, that Saint Nicholas is the patron saint of
sailors.

4

I want to thank everyone for a fantastic evening to culminate what was a satisfying
social year. Comments on Facebook suggest that we had a good time at the
Christmas party. For example, the following posts were noted: “once again a
wonderful night”; great night, great company”, and “an awesome evening”.
Robert Hadlow took plenty of photos (thanks mate) and they will be included on our
2014 photo CD. If you were not able to attend the party, I have included some
photos for you to enjoy while you wait for the CD (which has now been compiled and
produced - thanks Pedro).
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We begin our 2015 social calendar with dinner at Mamma’s
restaurant (Oxley Avenue Margate). JD will provide details at the
February meeting, and as always cibo molto buono (very good
food) – see you there.
I now move along to more mundane but extremely important
events – raising the funds that support our welfare work and
social calendar. In December we had two Wednesday night
raffles at the Redcliffe RSL, and two Bunnings sausage
sizzles.
Our first sausage sizzle was on Sunday
7 December, and the second was on
Monday 15 December. This photo
shows a couple of the boys having a
well-earned break from the hot plate.
Although it was accidental, I thought it
was a very interesting juxtaposition of
sign and people.
We also sizzled on 19 January and did
very well for a Monday, especially as
many people were returning to work.
We also re-commenced raffles at the
Redcliffe RSL on 14 January.
Which reminds me, I want to say a big
thank you to everyone who made
themselves available in 2014 to help
raise funds – we appreciate very much
that you gave up your valuable time to
help. As Mick keeps telling me, without
our volunteers we would not be able to
do the things we do for our members.
Our volunteers work hard to provide the funds that help us function
as a group. However, we could do with some more volunteers to
join the list and share the workload. If you can spare a couple of
hours at one of our Bunnings Sausage Sizzles, or can manage a
couple of hours on a Wednesday night raffle at the Redcliffe RSL,
contact Secretary Mick by phone or at a meeting and give him your name and
contact details.
Recently we have been thinking about other possible means of
raising funds. So, when we were given a heads up regarding the
possibility of doing a couple of Sausage Sizzles at Bunnings
Carseldine this year, Mick, Faye and I went to Carseldine to explore
some options. Although their sizzles are very profitable, Carseldine
is a bit out of the way for most of our current volunteers, so we will
have to consider whether we can actually make it work.
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On 14 January our ladies kicked off the year with lunch at the Deception Bay Tavern
where I am told they had a good time and some great tucker. While they were
devouring delicacies they finalised preparations for a homemade cakes and craft
stall at Bunnings Rothwell on 24
January.
This stall is a new fund raising
opportunity whereby Bunnings is
encouraging organisations like
ours to set up and sell a range of
items, provided we do not compete
with the Sausage Sizzle on the day
(snags and drinks).
Thanks to everyone who made a
contribution to our stall, which was
a huge success. Also, it was a
good social day out, so the ladies
may look at doing it again. And, as my Mere Male Survival Guide tells me, this is an
accidental juxtaposition of sign and people that I certainly will not question!
I know it will now seem like ancient history, but I must mention that
in December Wayne and Garry engaged with another PTSD group
at Toowong Private Hospital. As always, the presentation went
down well with participants in the program, and continues our
efforts to assist veterans, young and old whenever we can.
A former comrade-in-arms gave me several copies of Army (the
soldiers’ newspaper). However, for a while now I have been
reading that newspaper on-line, so I used the opportunity to do
some digging, and duly discovered that all three newspapers for the services
(ARMY, NAVY & RAAF) can be read on-line.
If you are interested, and have access to the Internet, the newspapers can be read
on line at the following sites - note that back issues are also available:
ARMY:

http://www.defence.gov.au/news/armynews/editions/pasteditions.htm

NAVY:

http://www.navy.gov.au/media-room/publications/navy-news

RAAF:

http://airforcenews.realviewdigital.com/#folio=1
There is good news from the Redcliffe Partners of Veterans (PVA)
group. They are currently finalising the schedule for displaying their
quilt, which will be on its journey from late April to December 2015.

The quilt is approximately 60''x80” and will hang from a rod. I have
agreed with Anna (Douglas) that Redcliffe TPI will host a “members
only” showing of the quilt at our May monthly meeting. Also, one of the partners on
the project will provide a presentation.
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An official press release and other information on the quilt will be published shortly. I
have agreed that Redcliffe TPI will be listed on the official flyer as a supporter
organisation, and also that we will be included on the Schedule of the Journey. I will
arrange for this material to be made available to members when it is received. I
hope you will support the PVA group by coming to our May General Meeting to view
the quilt and listen to the presentation. See you there!
I cannot allow this opportunity to pass without reminding everyone
that it is membership renewal time once again. I know that many of
you will have renewed already, but if you haven’t renewed and intend
to renew, we would prefer you to pay direct to Paddy. However, you
can pay direct to State HQ if you want – either way the disbursement
of funds between state and Redcliffe TPI is the same. The difference is that we
know more quickly and accurately the status of our membership list.
If you had 2014 as a trial membership, and have enjoyed being part of our group,
now is the time for you to renew your membership - contact Paddy at our next
meeting or BBQ and make the necessary arrangements.
At our State TPI AGM, our State Vice-President flagged the
possibility of admitting White Card holders as Associate Members
of the Association (see his report in the TPI Journal). At our
December General Meeting, I informed members that we could
consider admitting DVA White Card holders and their
spouse/partner as Associate Members to Redcliffe TPI Sub-Branch. During the
period December – January members who were at the December meeting will have
had a chance to think about this possibility. I will provide a copy of a draft
Constitution amendment at our February meeting for discussion. Only if members
agree to proceed, will I then initiate the process to put a special resolution to a future
General Meeting.
Some members have wanted to contact me by email but did not
know my email address. Another member needed to contact me
while I was on R&R in Coolangatta, and left a message on my
home line, but unfortunately I was not able to get the message in
time. I welcome input and requests, including how we can improve
service to members, so please do not hesitate to contact me by: mobile or SMS
(0400 871 707), or by email (dha09232br@bigpond.com), whatever suits you.
Finally, welcome to another year with Redcliffe TPI. I am looking forward to seeing
you at our first two regular events for the year: the General Meeting (2 February) and
the Jamieson Park BBQ (6 February).
And remember, the less you respond to negative people, the more peaceful your life
will become.
Cheers everyone, and take care.

Phil
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DATES TO REMEMBER
02 FEBRUARY 2015

Monthly Meeting

Redcliffe Bridge Club

(old bowls club)

09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start.
05 FEBRUARY 2015

PVA Meeting 10.00 for 10.30 at Redcliffe RSL Meeting Room.

06 FEBRUARY 2015

BBQ at Jamieson Park, Scarborough 10.30 (or when you
wish to get there.) for 11.30 lunch.

A Welcome Back Get Together for this Month will be at Mamma’s Italian Restaurant in Margate and
the date will be decided at the February Meeting.

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS

Carol

Gus

John

Beryl

Paddy

Anna

George

Charmaine

Our Welfare Officers live in the following areas for your information. Please contact the Officer closest
to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so wish.
ALBANY CREEK

Carol Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Gus Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Paddy Neill

07 5428 7853

0488 237 799

Beryl Neill

07 5428 7853

NARANGBA

John Clarkson

07 3385 6176

KURWONGBAH

Anna Douglas

BURPENGARY

NINGI

Charmaine Roberts

REDCLIFFE

George Williamson

0427 570 723
0407 747 621

07 5429 5805
0413 103 608

ADVOCACY OFFICER
John Smith from Caboolture Vietnam Veterans Sub Branch is a Level 3 Advocacy Officer who has
kindly offered his services to our members. He may be contacted on: 07 3888 7001
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FOR SALE

3 mtr Savage Tinny on Brooker trailer (reg til 3/15)
3.3 hp Marina outboard motor

serviced regularly

Includes
Qty 2 Life jackets
Swivel plastic seat
Motor stand and wash tub
Asking $1,400
Contact John Ayrton at Evans Head on ph 0427531876
OR
Contact John Dolton on 0408075229 and I will get it brought up here
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Great condition

Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.
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THE DUNNY OR THUNDERBOX

They were funny looking buildings, that were once a way of life,
If you couldn't sprint the distance, then you really were in strife.
They were nailed, they were wired, but were mostly falling down,
There was one in every yard, in every house, in every town.
They were given many names, some were even funny,
But to most of us, we knew them as the outhouse or the dunny.
I've seen some of them all gussied up, with painted doors and all,
But it really made no difference, they were just a port of call.
Now my old man would take a bet, he'd lay an even pound,
That you wouldn't make the dunny with them turkeys hangin' round.
They had so many uses, these buildings out the back,"
You could even hide from mother, so you wouldn't get the strap.
That's why we had good cricketers, never mind the bumps,
We used the pathway for the wicket and the dunny door for stumps.
Now my old man would sit for hours, the smell would rot your socks,
He read the daily back to front in that good old thunderbox.
And if by chance that nature called sometime through the night,
You always sent the dog in first, for there was no flamin' light.
And the dunny seemed to be the place where crawlies liked to hide,
But never ever showed themselves until you sat inside.
There was no such thing as Sorbent, no tissues there at all,
Just squares of well read newspaper, a hangin' on the wall.
If you had some friendly neighbours, as neighbours sometimes are,
You could sit and chat to them, if you left the door ajar..
When suddenly you got the urge, and down the track you fled,
Then of course the magpies were there to peck you on your head.
Then the time there was a wet, the rain it never stopped,
If you had an urgent call, you ran between the drops.
The dunny man came once a week, to these buildings out the back,
And he would leave an extra can, if you left for him a zac.
For those of you who've no idea what I mean by a zac,
Then you're too young to have ever had, a dunny out the back.
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RIO

CERATO HATCH

KOUP

SOUL

RONDO 7seater

GRAND CARNIVAL

SPORTAGE

CERATO SEDAN

OPTIMA

SORENTO 4WD

PRO-CEED HOT HATCH

485 Gympie Road KEDRON, QLD’S NUMBER
ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP for 2013, Your New Car TPi Sales
Representative is
STEVE HORNE

Phone - (07) 3634 3371 or 0414 637 037
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Trivia Questions (Geography)
1.

What colour is the cross on the Swedish flag?

2.

What nickname was the Channel Tunnel known by before it opened?

3.

What is the world’s largest volcano, and where is it?

4.

Which middle-eastern country has the highest proportion of Christians?

5.

Which two countries share the island of Hispaniola?

6.

What precious stone is Columbia the world’s leading producer of?

7.

What dam regulates the flow of the river Nile?

8.

What was Iran known as until 1935?

9.

Which European capital, known as the Venice of the north, is built on 14 islands?

10.

What town is the “capital” of Australia’s pearling industry?
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Dear Client Contact Officer
I write to introduce the ADF Assistance Trust to you in your role caring for Defence members, veterans and
their families in need.
The ADF Assistance Trust is a charity which may be able to assist your clients by providing emergency and
non-emergency funding when financial hardship is exacerbating an already difficult time of life.
We provide financial assistance to current and former members of the ADF and their dependants following
service-related death or severe wounding (mental or physical) particularly in recent conflicts.
We can provide assistance for:









Essential living costs
Tuition and school fees, retraining expenses, educational resources
Health and medical expenses, mental health injury services, specialist equipment not covered by
Defence or DVA
Vehicle expenses (not covered by DVA), car payments, car insurance, registration
Funds to facilitate a family member travelling to assist a Defence member in an emergency
Childcare during illness or surgery
Emergency dental expenses
Carer’s relief and assistance not covered by DVA

We cannot provide assistance for:



Holidays, adventure tours, other forms of recreational travel
Needs which can be met by Government agencies or other similar military trusts

We hope you will assist us by putting potential beneficiaries in contact with us. On your request we can
work directly with your clients to ascertain eligibility and complete applications. We aim to work with you
and/or your clients to ensure that the application process does not place additional stress on applicants.
Our eligibility requirements are summarised on the next page. For those eligible the ADF Assistance Trust
has the flexibility to provide individualised support. The current turnaround time for applications is one
month, though can be shorter in emergency situations.
For further information please visit our website at www.adfassistancetrust.org.au or contact us on
ask@adfassistancetrust.org.au or by phone on 1300 652 103.
Yours faithfully

Allison Stephens
Executive Officer

www.adfassistancetrust.org.au
Tel: 1300 652 103 | ask@adfassistancetrust.org.au
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ELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE
The ADF Assistance Trust provides relief of financial hardship for current or former members of
the ADF (and their families) who are struggling to meet financial commitments as a result of
service-related incapacity, death or injury.
Specifically, the ADF Assistance Trust provides financial assistance to fill gaps in services available
to:


Current or former ADF members with a service-related permanent incapacity or who are
otherwise permanently injured, and their dependents



Current or former ADF members with a service-related mental health condition, and their
dependants



The dependants of those ADF members who have suffered a service-related death.

The ADF Assistance Trust can step in to help if financial assistance from the Commonwealth is not
meeting an individual’s needs.
In emergency situations financial assistance can be offered quite quickly.
Assistance cannot be provided to those already in receipt of similar support from a government
agency or a similar trust which has been established for the purpose of providing similar relief of
financial hardship to members from any particular section of the ADF and their dependants.
CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE
Current members of the ADF with a service-related mental health condition, permanent physical
incapacity or who are otherwise permanently injured may be eligible for assistance.
FORMER MEMBERS OF THE AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE
ADF veterans with a service-related mental health condition, permanent physical incapacity or who
are otherwise permanently injured may be eligible for assistance.
FAMILY MEMBERS
A partner (spouse or de facto spouse), child or dependant (under 25yrs old) of a member of the ADF who is
killed during service or has a service-related mental health condition, permanent physical incapacity or who
is otherwise permanently injured, may be eligible for assistance.
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Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au
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A Royal Australian Air Force E-7A Wedgetail Airborne Early Warning and Control aircraft recently made history for
the longest Australian command and control mission in a war zone during a combat mission over Iraq.At 16 hours
and 18 minutes, the E-7A Wedgetail’s mission entailed the command and control of large numbers of Coalition
aircraft operating in Iraqi airspace as part of the multi-national air campaign confronting ISIL.
Commander of Australia’s Air Task Group, Air Commodore Steve Roberton commented on what the endurance
mission meant for Australia’s air power capability .“After already being ‘on station’ for a number of hours, the
Australian Wedgetail crew was advised the Coalition aircraft due to relieve them was delayed,” Air Commodore
Roberton said.
In response, the Wedgetail crew quickly assessed their ability to coordinate additional air-to-air refuelling and
agreed to substantially extend their mission. “Try to imagine coordinating a short-notice, mid-air refuel for a Boeing
737 in the middle of a combat zone. It is no small task,” he said.
Air Commodore Roberton noted Australia’s ability to ‘go above and beyond’ is a clear demonstration of the nation’s
important contribution to the Coalition air campaign.
The E-7A Wedgetail crew completed two air-to-air refuels during this mission, allowing it to stay airborne and make
the historic time.
The crew first deployed to the Middle East in September 2014 and were regularly undertaking lengthy missions of
approximately 13 hours. Including planning and debriefing, the extension to over 16 hours airborne resulted in the
aircrew working toward their duty limits.
“The Australian crew’s responsiveness and flexibility made up for a shortfall that night,” AirCommodore Roberton
said.
Commander of the E-7A Wedgetail Task Element Wing Commander Christian Martin echoed this praise but
acknowledged there were also many in Australia who shared in this achievement.
“The performance and reliability of the aircraft are a direct result of the dedication of a joint ‘Wedgetail team’
comprising our Wing Headquarters back home, the Airborne Early Warning and Control Special Projects Office and
Boeing Defence Australia,” Wing Commander Martin said.
Wing Commander Martin believes the E-7A Wedgetail has developed into a world class command and control
platform and is the envy of many nations.
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Trivia Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Yellow.
The Chunnel.
Mauna Loa, Island of Hawaii.
Lebanon.
Haiti and Dominican Republic.
Emerald.
Aswan.
Persia.
Stockholm.
Broome (WA).
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