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DATES TO REMEMBER
07 DECEMBER 2015

Monthly Meeting
Redcliffe Bridge Club Irene Street next to the RSL
09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start.

03 DECEMBER 2015

PVA Meeting 10.00 at Redcliffe RSL Peacekeeper’s Room followed by lunch
at the Point Restaurant.

04 DECEMBER 2015

Xmas Party at Dolphins 6.30 for 7.00 Dinner. All to bring a Secret Santa Gift up to $15.

11 DECEMBER 2015

Xmas Do at Jamieson Park Scarborough with our Sponsors.

10.30 for 11.30.

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS

Carol

Gus

Anna

John

Beryl

George

Charmaine

Paddy

Jo-Anne

Please contact the Officer closest to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so
wish.
ALBANY CREEK

Carol Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Gus Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Paddy Neill

07 5428 7853

0488 237 799

Beryl Neill

07 5428 7853

NARANGBA

John Clarkson

07 3385 6176

KURWONGBAH

Anna Douglas

Ningi/Bribie Island

Charmaine Roberts

BURPENGARY

REDCLIFFE

0407 747 621
07 5429 5805

George Williamson
Jo-Anne Shorrock

0427 570 723

0419 779 012
0413 103 608

07 3285 5545

0407 739 557

ADVOCACY OFFICER John Smith from Caboolture Vietnam Veterans Sub Branch is a Level 3 Advocacy
Officer who has kindly offered his services to our members. He may be contacted on: 07 3888 7001
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
On 2 November we had our usual
monthly meeting as well as a very
successful AGM. Both Mick and I
appreciated everyone’s assistance in
helping us get through two meetings
and a photo shoot in good time.
Your new Committee is:
President:
Deputy President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Member:
Member:
Member:
Member:

Phil Hay
Dave Rickman
Pedro Newman
Mick Karolak
Paddy Neal
Bill Abboud
Beryl Neal
Ron Carey
Darryl Kelly

Newly elected to the committee are Ron Carey and Darryl Kelly, both of whom are
long time participants in fundraising and strong supporters of our Redcliffe TPI
family - welcome to the team. Stepping down are Nick and John who have other
things to take care of – thank you both for your time and input.
Unfortunately illness kept quite a few regulars away on the day, but as promised we
had a couple of group photos taken. These photos will appear on our 2015 Photo
CD, and I better make sure Yorkie a copy because it was his idea. And ,.,, did you
notice the three accidental photo bombers in this first picture?
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You would recall that we
amended our local By-Laws to
ensure we can recognise and
reward, not only our veterans,
but also our partners.
Well, if you weren’t at the AGM, I
can tell you it gave me great
pleasure to present Lifetime
Recognition Awards to Mick and
Faye Karolak – these awards
are well-deserved, and the least
we can do in return for
everything they do for us. Well
done you two!
You need to be aware of two matters that were mentioned at our November general
meeting. The first relates to corporate cards for certain purchases, and the second
is to do with apparent misuse of TPI Gold Cards for entry to Event Cinemas.
Corporate card - your Committee has introduced two corporate cards into our
payment system. With pre-payment required for many of our social events, our
Social Director has been using her personal credit card. This is unfair on Beryl, so
the Committee has decided to obtain two corporate cards for our account. Our
Secretary and Treasurer will hold one card each.
TPI Gold Card and Free Cinema Tickets - our State Secretary has informed me that
Event Cinemas are not happy with abuse by some TPIs of free cinema tickets. I
know that none of our group would abuse this privilege, but if you know of other
TPIs who do, please advise them to stop doing it.
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The end result of misuse of the free cinema ticket can only be that Event Cinemas
will withdraw the privilege, and all TPIs will all suffer because of a few. In the
meantime make sure you have ID as well as your TPI gold card with you when you
use the service, just in case someone wants to check your bona fides.
We had our usual BBQ and banter at Jamieson Park on Friday 6
November. It poured rain at my place on the Thursday night and
filled the tank so I was happy. I was concerned about what the
weather might throw at us on Friday, but we had great weather
once again and a fantastic day.
In our group we have some terrific people who will jump in and
do what is necessary to make our events happen. A classic example is when the
fellas line up to cook our BBQs. Our November BBQ was no exception, and here
are our chefs-de-force cooking up a fab feast for our guys and dolls.

Now remember, our Christmas BBQ meat will be ham and chicken; so there will be
no cooking on the hotplates. It is probably not a BBQ in the strict sense, but it will
still be a phenomenal festival of friends and food. So make sure you mark it in your
diary and come along to enjoy it.
On Monday 9 November we cooked another consignment of
sizzling snags at Bunnings Rothwell, and made a tidy profit to
help fund our social program. So thanks to everyone who
turned up on the day because all help is always very much
appreciated.
This next photo shows the late shift on that day and I must ask you to note that
Martin is not wearing a skirt; he has one of our aprons over his shorts (I mention this
on his behalf to prevent any confusion). And I don’t know how many Hawaiian
shirts Darryl owns, but he turns up in a different one every time I see him.
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On 11 November we commemorated Remembrance Day, and our TPI
group laid a wreath at the Redcliffe ceremony. Thanks to Ralph and
Martin for representing our group and completing this important task.
In my previous
report I mentioned
an event to be held in
Canberra on 11 November to
honour veterans who have
fallen to invisible wounds.
The event went ahead as
planned to honour those who
have succumbed to PTSD,
and to show solidarity with
those left behind (photo).

I have another good story from VOTSA (Veterans
Off the Streets - Australia) about homeless
veterans, which also shows that DVA can do good
things. This story is taken directly from their
Facebook page:
“A shout out to DVA Queensland Office and Logan Hospital. We were
contacted by both agencies yesterday with regards to an elderly at risk
veteran. VOTSA provided crisis accommodation for last night and tonight.
DVA Queensland have located permanent accommodation and have
paid for the bond and two weeks rent in advance. Logan Hospital Social
Workers have taken care of him after he wandered in off the street. A big
thanks to all concerned for caring for this veteran.”
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Most of you would know by now that Secretary Mick suffered a massive heart attack
on 11 November at the Redcliffe RSL while we were finalizing the TPI raffle. There
is a back-story to this event, but I will not elaborate at this point in time.
Mick was admitted to Prince Charles Hospital that night and then after a few days
transferred to St Andrews Hospital in Spring Hill where he had a triple bypass. He
is now recuperating and we have made arrangements to cover his commitments
until he is fit to resume work.
RSL staff did a fantastic job and saved Mick’s life. Faye has thanked Helen (the
RSL staff member who performed CPR). We have sent flowers to Helen, and
through the RSL President we have officially thanked Helen and others on behalf of
our group.

From this photo you probably guessed that Mick had a birthday while he was in
Prince Charles. Faye made sure he enjoyed the occasion with family, and when we
arrived later in the day Mick was up for a bit more fun.
On 22 November we congregated at the Sandstone Point
Hotel for a superb lunch event. The view was good, the
food was tasty, and the company even better. There was
a massive crowd of people and our lot (30 odd) was
insignificant in the overall scheme of things.
However, because there were so many of us in the one party, we had to pre-order
our food which actually worked out pretty well with all food arriving at the same time.
Not all of us arrived on time - some got themselves lost and this time it wasn’t me!
Of course all photos will be on our 2015 Photo CD, so if you took photos, please
give digital copies to Pedro. You will have to get the CD to see the photos I took,
but here is one to highlight what happy little vegemites we were on the day.
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On 17 November I attended the TPI State AGM and Congress. It was a
rather low-key event, which saw George Mialkowski re-elected as TPI
State Treasurer (SMC positions have a 3 year rolling tenure to ensure
continuity within the committee). Next year it will be TPI State Secretary
up for election. The key issues were:
1. State President (Ken Savage) reported, and this is my synopsis:
•

George Mialkowski (State Treasurer) and George Robinson (State
Secretary) have kept State Office functioning effectively;

•

there is a new State Office Manager (Beryl), and we have a new State
Welfare Officer (Steven Heinrich);

•

no one is coming forward to nominate and therefore take over from current
State Management Committee office bearers;

•

our federal President has written to Tony Abbott and later Malcolm Turnbull
regarding the indexation of the TPI, with negative responses (I have provided
members with information in a previous President’s Report);

•

we have lost two Social Centres – Logan and Mackay (I have provided
information on this previously);

•

Social Centres are advised to incorporate (Redcliffe already has); and

•

the TPI Association has a finite life span as VEA TPI numbers reduce, so the
question is: “What will become of the association over the longer term?”

2. Life Memberships were awarded to George Mialkowski (State Treasurer) and
Mick Lourigan (Toowoomba Social Centre).
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3. Other items of interest we discussed included the following:
•

The number of organisations applying for an Anzac Day Trust Fund grant
has grown, so the grant to each organisation may well be reduced. This will
have an effect on what we will receive from the fund.

•

Gold Coast Centre reported that the hospitals down there will not allow
Welfare Officers special access unless the veteran ticks the relevant box on
admission (not sure if any of our local hospitals will follow this lead).

•

State Secretary gave us the numbers of financial members for each centre.
We are second in relation to the number of financial TPI veterans in a centre
(Gold Coast is first), but we are easily first in total numbers (veterans +
associates).

•

The number of TPIs is decreasing and not being replaced as was mentioned
in Ken Savage’s report - TPI numbers will eventually diminish to zero over a
relatively short period of time (not too soon I hope).

•

We had a presentation by an occupational therapist focussing on the fact that
the Home Front Program (HFP) has been discontinued and absorbed into
the Rehabilitation Appliances Program (RAP).
The RAP helps eligible members of the veteran community to be
independent and self-reliant in their own homes. RAP includes the provision
of aids and appliances help to minimise the impact of disabilities, enhance
quality of life and maximise independence. RAP provides equipment
according to a person’s assessed clinical need as part of the overall
management of their health care.
Apparently no change for Gold Card, but the key difference between the HFP
and RAP schemes is that White Card holders can now only get assistance
under RAP if it is specifically for an accepted disability related to service.
A tip - make sure your GP uses form D904 and states “clinical need”. (If you
want to know more about the RAP, go to the DVA website and search for
RAP for a full run down. The relevant Fact Sheet is HSV 107).

Our TPI Christmas Party will be held on the evening of 4 December,
and please remember to arrive at 6:30pm for a 7:00pm start. As
usual, there will be a Secret Santa whereby ladies bring a present for
a lady, and men bring a present for a man, each to the value of
approximately $15.00. Note that there should be no “rude” or
similarly offensive gifts. Everyone who brings a gift will receive a gift in return.
We will also have a rolling raffle whereby numbers will be drawn out of a hat (you
don't need to buy tickets for this raffle). Some people may like to donate a gift for
the raffle; however, with this raffle you may not receive a gift, even if you donated
one - it is simply the luck of the draw. And remember to have your name placed
with Beryl so we can finalise our catering numbers – see you there!!
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I will finish for this month by drawing on comments from my battalion Association’s
latest newsletter to give you a perspective on the recent change in DVA Ministers.
The RAR Corporation (RARC) is now recognised as an ESO, and
has a seat on: the Prime Minister’s Advisory Council on Veterans’
Mental Health; the ESO Round Table; and the Young Veterans’
Contemporary Needs Forum. Members comprise all State RAR
Association Presidents and all Battalion Association Presidents.
They recently held their AGM at Enoggera Barracks Brisbane.
The RARC is not a lightweight group of people, and while at Enoggera for their
AGM they had a two-hour Q&A session with the then Minister Michael Ronaldson.
From what I can gather the group was impressed with the Minister. He fronted
without referring to prepared notes and “without a bevy of aides to ‘assist’ or take
questions on notice” (from my experience, a sign of a Minister across his brief).
Michael Ronaldson was, among other things, noted for trying to understand the
needs of younger (post Vietnam) veterans. However, there could be a problem: it
seems that just when we had a Minister who was “in harmony on trying to meet the
needs of the veteran community”, there was a Cabinet reshuffle.
As you know, Malcolm Turnbull has since appointed Stuart
Robert to the roles of Minister for Veterans' Affairs, Minister for
Human Services and Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for
the Centenary of ANZAC. Minister Robert has outlined his
military background in the latest edition of DVA News (12 years
service – including study at ADFA and RMC, and a deployment
to Timor).
Given his military background, I would imagine our new minister
should be able to connect with the ex-service community. I hope he does and then
quickly develops the political skills to fight successfully on our behalf within Cabinet
(including the Budget Review Committee). Time will tell.
And remember, love and camaraderie are always
welcome within our Redcliffe TPI family, especially
at this time of the year.
We will not have a General Meeting in January, so
until we do meet again, cheers everyone, take
care, and may The Force be with you (I am booked
in to see the movie on 27 December with Diane
and family).

Phil
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Sore Back? Get Relief Now
Gold Card holders pay no charge for Physio appointments

Do you want a Physio who understands you?
Our Physios have 50+ years of
experience helping Veterans
just like you
One on One appointments in
private air conditioned rooms.
Full privacy with no curtains

Get relief with hands on Physio
No hotpacks or tingling machines

For an appointment please call us on 38801649
Dr’s referral required
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER

Trivia Questions (Science and Nature) DEC 2015
1.

What metal is the essential ingredient in a dental amalgam filling?

2.

What is “gymnophobia” the fear of?

3.

What sign of the Zodiac is represented by a bull?

4.

What name is given to the process of creating fabric from a woollen yarn using a single hook?

5.

What four-letter name is given to the killer whale?

6.

Which co-founder of Apple designed the first Apple computer?

7.

What is Canis lupus familiaris?

8.

What is crossed with a blackberry and loganberry to produce a boysenberry?

9.

What does MRI stand for?

10.

Which planet in our solar system was once thought to have canals?
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Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au
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2016 is almost upon us,
so as this year comes to a close,
we can look back and rejoice in the fact that
we have enjoyed another
successful year as the Redcliffe TPI family.
Your President and Committee
thank you for your participation and
wish everyone a merry Christmas
and
a happy and prosperous New Year.
Take care, and have an enjoyable and safe
festive season.

We have a lot to crow about this year thanks to a
wonderful membership

16

RIO

CERATO HATCH

KOUP

SOUL

RONDO 7seater

GRAND CARNIVAL

SPORTAGE

CERATO SEDAN

OPTIMA

SORENTO 4WD

PRO-CEED HOT HATCH

485 Gympie Road KEDRON, QLD’S NUMBER
ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP for 2013, Your New Car TPi Sales
Representative is
STEVE HORNE

Phone - (07) 3634 3371 or 0414 637 037
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER
Trivia Answers
1. Mercury.
2. Nudity.
3. Taurus.
4. Crochet.
5. Orca.
6. Steve Wozniac.
7. Pet dog.
8. Raspberry.
9. Magnetic Resonance Imaging.
10. Mars.
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Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.
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