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NOTE WELL-----Always up to date unless I forget.

DATES TO REMEMBER
01 AUG 2016

Monthly Meeting
Redcliffe Bridge Club Irene Street next to the RSL.
09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start.

04 AUG 2016

PVA Meeting 10.00 at Redcliffe RSL Peacekeeper’s Room.

05 AUG 2016

BBQ at Jamieson Park Scarborough.

25 AUG 2016

Car Rally. More info at GM 01 Aug.

10.30 for 11.30.

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS

Carol

Gus

Anna

John

George

Beryl

Charmaine

Paddy

Jo-Anne

Please contact the Officer closest to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so
wish.
ALBANY CREEK

Carol Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Gus Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Paddy Neill

07 5428 7853

0488 237 799

Beryl Neill

07 5428 7853

NARANGBA

John Clarkson

07 3385 6176

KURWONGBAH

Anna Douglas

Ningi/Bribie Island

Charmaine Roberts

BURPENGARY

REDCLIFFE

0407 747 621
07 5429 5805

George Williamson
Jo-Anne Shorrock

0427 570 723

0419 779 012
0413 103 608

07 3285 5545

0407 739 557

ADVOCACY OFFICER John Smith from Caboolture Vietnam Veterans Sub Branch is a Level 3 Advocacy
Officer who has kindly offered his services to our members. He may be contacted on: 07 3888 7001
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
We had another good meeting this past month with a big number turning up to hear
from Wendy Gunn. Wendy gave us a run down on the DVA situation regarding aids
that can be installed around the home (Homefront), and how they can be accessed
through the “new system”.
Unfortunately Doug Bennett was otherwise occupied and could
not attend the meeting to enlighten us on possible VCES funding
for grandchildren. However, he and I did discuss the situation
and I was able to give a short rundown at the meeting. If you
want to find out about how the scheme operates the relevant
DVA factsheet is “MRC47 – Education Schemes”.
Under “eligibility”, the factsheet shows that:
The VEA defines an eligible child of a veteran as the veteran’s natural or
adopted child, or any other child who is, or was immediately before the
death of the veteran, wholly or substantially dependent on the veteran.
The MRCA defines an eligible young person as a dependant who was
wholly, mainly or partly dependent on the member and includes any
person for whom the member stands in the position of a parent.
Note my emphasis above - DVA has advised that the requirement to prove
“stands in the position of parent” includes an appropriate court order that appoints
that person (eg. the grandparent) to have legal custody. So unless you satisfy this
criterion, you will not get past first base.
At the meeting I raised an issue related to the number of
people who can be on our Committee (our Constitution limits
the number to nine). I advised that we were considering
whether we should change the limit from nine to no limit, to give
us more flexibility in meeting the needs of our Sub-Branch.
There would be no extra cost as our positions are honorary.
For members who were not at the meeting, I asked members at
the meeting if we could go ahead and prepare a proposal for consideration, and the
meeting agreed. So now we will prepare an amendment to our Constitution, which
will go through the normal amendment processes.
If you are not on Facebook you may have missed this
news. Julia and Jason have announced they have a
2nd beautiful little girl Adayah Ruth. Apparently the new
bub is enjoying every minute and already has dad and
her big sister Ellysa wrapped around her little finger.
We wish Jason, Julia and their young family all the very
best and hopefully, when the time is right, we will get to meet their new bub.
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07 3384 5700

I am not sure how many of you have
been following Trigger’s Big Trek For
PTSD, but the photo on the left of Royce
and Trigger was taken up north before
they made their way south. By the time
you read this report Royce and Trigger
will be through Sydney and well on their
way back to WA.
For those who don’t know the story,
Royce Hardman is an Afghanistan
veteran whose life was spiralling out of
control because of the effects of PTSD, until his dog came to the rescue. "At my
worst I ended up a chronic alcoholic and decided my life was no longer worth living".
During an attempt to take his own life, Royce was interrupted by his American
Staffordshire terrier, Trigger. "He gave me a look and it was sort of an epiphany for
me. I realised that I should use my experience to help others. I realised that
nobody was doing anything to help, and at that moment I decided to do something."
Initially planning to walk around Australia with Trigger, Royce set off from Perth in
September 2015. More than 1,000 kilometres into his walk across the Nullarbor, a
decision was made that the pair's time could be better spent. "We might have
walked for a week and not seen anyone and not achieved anything. I knew that the
goal wasn't to walk around Australia, the goal was to raise awareness about PTSD."
A revision of their plan saw the pair travelling around the country in an ex-army fourwheel-drive land rover, raising awareness about PTSD and encouraging people to
share their stories.
At our July meeting, Martin and Suzie told us that Royce and Trigger would be at
Jamieson Park on Sunday 10 July. Around 100 people turned out to greet Royce
and Trigger, including some of our very own TPI family. And here we are.
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On Friday 8 July we spent a few fabulous hours feasting on the
foreshore at FSB Jamieson. It was a stunning winter’s day and,
although some of us had our TPI windcheaters on early, it didn’t
take long to warm up.
Here are some of our TPI family members relaxing and relishing
the winter warmth – why on earth would you live down south?

And to top it off, our master chefs turned on a great performance once again –
thanks fellas. Wait, is that some some friendly cook counseling we detect being
provided? Actually Bruce and Elfie were discussing plans for their wedding
anniversary, we hope you two had a good one.

6

IMPORTANT - At our Committee meeting held on 25 July, we had our usual check
of the social calendar and realised that the annual golf pilgrimage to Tenterfield
ends on the day of our September BBQ. This meant that the golfers would not be
able to attend the BBQ. So, please note that we have moved the September
BBQ at Jamieson Park to Friday 16 September.
Over the weekend 16/17 July some of our TPI family
had a great “Christmas in July” at the Abbey of the
Roses in Warwick.
I noticed that quite a few people were taking photos,
so please remember to give digital copies to Pedro
for inclusion on our 2016 Photo CD.
We began the weekend by heading off from
BrisVegas on Saturday morning, and our first stop
was at a working farm; “Towri Sheep Cheeses”
where the ewes were in the midst of lambing. After
a run down on how sheep cheeses are made, we
were given a sample of their cheeses to taste.
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On the way to Warwick (and on the return journey) we stopped at Aratula for lunch
– the pie and mushy peas were a big hit.
Also, on the way back we stopped at Glengallan homestead, which is currently
being restored. Here are a couple of pictures to show the before and after –
obviously they are in the middle of a massive restoration project.

But of course the main event was our “Christmas in July” dinner on the Saturday
night at the Abbey of the Roses.
After “happy hour” we ventured outside into the cool Warwick night. Then after a
short bus ride, we very quickly installed ourselves into an enjoyable evening with
our consummate hosts. We had a memorable evening with Christmas dinner,
Christmas Trivia and, as you can see (below) our hostess made it a devil of an
evening with an entertaining Secret Santa.
I have included only one photo here, and another group photo will be used on the
cover of this Commscord. To see the rest of my photos and others that people
have given to Pedro, you will have to wait for our (free) 2016 Photo CD.
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We showed up and
sizzled snags on
Monday 18 July at
Bunnings, and had
another successful day.
Business was steady from the word go
and we thank everyone who gave up
their valuable time on the day.
There are two photos here, one is of the late shift, and the other é is of a dog for
which the owner bought a sausage – although the dog looks a little contorted, he
actually enjoyed the treat and left in an OK condition.

On Thursday August 25 we are off on a car
challenge (not car rally). Beryl told me that
we will take off from Maccas at Deception
Bay and hopefully we will all arrive at our
secret destination safe and sound.
There are no off-road sections, and the
use of satnavs, phone map apps etc can be used (we can’t prevent it, and anyway
who cares?). However, you do need to undertake the course as directed if you
want to complete all the allotted tasks and be eligible for one of our prizes.
We will pay for your admission at the secret destination and we will provide a light
lunch. We will also make a group booking, so make sure you tell Beryl if you are
going. Sorry I can’t provide any background info on the destination, as I don’t know
where it is, and just as well because I accidentally gave it away last time. See you
at D-Bay for the start of our adventure!
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I have been given information that may be of interest to our ex-RAR
members (and perhaps others) on Long Tan Day this year.
From BN2IC 6 RAR
We are in the process of formalising attendance at the 6 RAR 50th
Anniversary of Long Tan Commemorative Activity and the CO has asked
me to touch base with you to co-ordinate the attendance of any RAR
Association members who wish to attend the parade.
The Commemorative Activity will consist of two parts; 1. A United Drums
Head Service held on Duncan Oval at Gallipoli Barracks, 2. A cocktail
style reception immediately following the parade.
The parade will commence at 1515h and conclude at approx 1730h. The
reception will commence at approx 1730h and conclude at approx 2000h.
HQ 7 BDE is currently working through the arrangements to allow
association personnel to access Gallipoli Barracks for the Long Tan Day
activities. Access arrangements are as follows:
1. All Association pers will need to register their intent to attend
the Long Tan activities through the RAR Association Secretary.
2. The Secretary will then need to provide the Bn 2IC (myself) a list of all
pers attending, I have attached an attendance sheet that Greg can use to
record this.
3. I will then send the Secretary a copy of the Long Tan Parade Access
Pass which he will then be able to provide to all pers attending for them
to print out. A person having their name on the Attendance Register, an
Access Pass and a valid ID (drivers licence etc) will be sufficient to grant
them access to Gallipoli Barracks for the parade and reception.
4. All pers will then need to use Samford Road gate where MPs and 6
RAR personnel will check entry (Samford Gate will be the only gate
allowing this modified access).
5. Pers will then need to park in the Multi Story Car Park opposite 8/9
RAR (there will be road blocks set up to direct pers if they get lost and I
will provide a map with the Access Pass).
6. Pers will then be able to walk the short distance from the carpark to
the parade at Duncan Ovals and then again to the reception.
7. After the reception all pers will need to have vacated Gallipoli Barracks
NLT 2030h after which a security sweep of the area will be conducted.
These instructions will be included on the Access Pass when it is
provided to ensure that people are well aware of the requirements
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Did you know that in 1975 the CO of 6 RAR ordered
the battalion 2IC to obtain a “Blue Heeler” as the
unofficial battalion Mascot?
The 2IC purchased MA001 Pte Ridgeliegh (Blue) for
$30. On 28 October 1976 “Blue” was accidentally run
over and the battalion was left without their mascot.
In 1978 the next “Blue” was given to 6 RAR by 8/9
RAR during an exercise in Shoalwater Bay.
A
wretched old dog was obtained from the local pound by
the 8/9 RAR Padre at a cost of $1.50, and promptly
named "Wart" by the troops. The dog was left as a
surprise gift in the dug-in command post during a “relief
in place” activity.
The CO at the time, LtCol Mick Harris, kept the animal and on return to barracks,
ordered the dog cleaned, wormed and marched in as the Battalion's mascot. In
1981 a new dog was brought into service with the Battalion, "Pte Saltwood Sharaz
Jasmine" (alias Blue). Since then there have been a number of Australian blue
cattle dogs serving as mascot to 6 RAR.
Our State Secretary recently
sent me a letter that has
good news for any members
who plan to go to Tasmania.
If you want to go across
Bass Strait on the Spirit of
Tasmania, a letter included
in this Commscord will be of
interest to you. The letter
explains fare arrangements
for TPIs and EDAs.
In essence, each crossing has a limited number of cabins allocated to eligible
Pensioner Concession Card holders; once this allocation is filled, a pensioner must
pay the normal fare if they want to cross on that particular journey.
However, as you will see in the letter, this arrangement does not apply to TPIs or
EDAs. They will always be allocated a cabin at the pensioner rate whether the
allocated pensioner cabins are filled or not.
The last paragraph in the letter explains what to do if you are booking online and
there are no pensioner cabins available. Also please note the Customer Contact
Centre telephone number is different from the Reservations number.
And finally, as usual, when claiming concessions you will need to carry with you
suitable documentation that identifies you as eligible for this concession.
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I know most of us are aware of the situation regarding medical
expenses whilst travelling overseas. But there has been quite a
bit of chatter on some veterans Facebook pages, which shows
that many DVA clients with Gold Cards do not fully understand
the situation. So I thought I might just restate the conditions for
those of us who may be unsure about our entitlements.
War Widows and Dependent Gold Card holders have no coverage at all for medical
expenses whilst overseas - you need to have travel insurance.
Veterans with a Gold Card (including TPIs of course) are covered for accepted
conditions only whilst traveling overseas. In many situations the Gold Card will not
be accepted by service providers overseas - you will need to claim your expenses
for accepted conditions when you return. Because you are not covered for nonaccepted conditions, you need to have travel insurance.
So, the bottom line is this: Gold Card or not, you should have travel insurance to
cover you while you are overseas.
Following the recent Federal election, Dan Tehan has been
reappointed as Minister for Veterans Affairs. In this role he also
holds the additional responsibilities of Minister Assisting the Prime
Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC, and Minister for Defence
Personnel – the customary collection of portfolios these days.
Interestingly, Dan is also Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for
Cyber Security, which is an interesting additional responsibility.
Maybe some people in Canberra are getting worried about us vets
using our minimal to non-existent IT skills to hack into DSD, ASIO or DVA?
And finally, there are a couple of winners in our Wednesday
night raffle who we haven’t seen at a meeting or BBQ lately.
So, would the following people please come along and sidle
up to Mick at a meeting or BBQ to collect their prize: Brian
Greetham (Yorkie); Peter Tracey, Joy Richardson and Jeff
Ross. If you can’t get to a meeting or BBQ, give Mick a call
and we will see what we can arrange. Of course there are other winners, but we
know they will turn up at our next meeting.
Our General Meeting will be on Monday 1 August and our BBQ will be on Friday 5
August, see you there!
And remember; if you have managed to save a couple of cents recently be careful
because it is probably the result of some government oversight.
Take care,

Phil
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Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER

Trivia Questions (Geography) AUGUST 2016
1. What animal is the symbol of Thailand?
2. Where can you enjoy a close encounter with Barbary Apes, the only wild apes in Europe?
3. What religion do many Haitians practice besides Christianity?
4. Where is the Isthmus of Corinth?
5. Which ocean covers a greater area of the world’s surface than all the dry land?
6. Which country produces the world’s finest rubies?
7. What is the most famous product from Murano, Venice?
8. Which colony was founded first, Singapore or New Zealand?
9. What nation did Afghanistan belong to until 1919?
10. What was the theme of the dinner the TPI group went to in September 2015?

Memories for Strawb
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RIO

CERATO HATCH

KOUP

SOUL

RONDO 7seater

GRAND CARNIVAL

SPORTAGE

CERATO SEDAN

OPTIMA

SORENTO 4WD

PRO-CEED HOT HATCH

485 Gympie Road KEDRON, QLD’S NUMBER
ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP for 2013, Your New Car TPi Sales
Representative is
STEVE HORNE

Phone - (07) 3634 3371 or 0414 637 037
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Sore Back? Get Relief Now
Gold Card holders pay no charge for Physio appointments

Do you want a Physio who understands you?
Our Physios have 50+ years of
experience helping Veterans
just like you
One on One appointments in
private air conditioned rooms.
Full privacy with no curtains

Get relief with hands on Physio
No hotpacks or tingling machines

For an appointment please call us on 38801649
Dr’s referral required
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER
Trivia Answers
1. The elephant.
2. Gibraltar.
3. Voodoo.
4. Greece.
5. Pacific Ocean.
6. Myanmar (Burma).
7. Glass.
8. Singapore in 1819 (New Zealand in 1840).
9. United Kingdom.
10. Arabia.

One for the Artillery Boys
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The War We Nearly Had

By John Clarkson – RAAF Armourer – Retired.

Introduction

There have been many articles and essays which have described the Australian involvement in the Indonesian
Confrontation of Malaysia during the 1960s. Some have called it “The Forgotten War”, a title normally given to
the Korean War, and rightly so.
However, this essay is primarily concerned with the involvement by the RAF and the RAAF fighter squadrons
during the peak period of September 1964. It has been well recorded that Indonesia began its confrontation with
Malaysia during the year of 1962. Several Australian Army units were deployed to the southern areas of
Malaysia, to serve alongside many of their British Army colleagues. At this time the RAF had squadrons in
Tengah, (one of the three operational bases in Singapore), as well as squadrons on RAAF Base Butterworth, an
old wartime base on the mainland adjacent to the island of Penang, which was refurbished and extended by the
RAAF in the late 1950s.
This essay has been written partly from the statements given to me by other airman who were on the scene at the
time, as well as my own memories of actions witnessed at my own squadron. When I arrived at No 78 Fighter
Wing in Butterworth from Amberley in September 1965, many of the tradesmen and other airmen were still
talking about the events a year earlier. They were that profound. As a new arrival at the squadron, an intensive
training programme ensured that I was brought up to speed with all things Sabre within a short time. This allowed
the Senior NCOs to place me on the ORP roster in order to spread the turnaround time making it fair for all
concerned.
At the time, the RAF had two bomber squadrons in Tengah, one operating Canberra aircraft, and one operating
the Vulcan ‘V’ Bomber. The RAF also had two fighter squadrons in Tengah, one operating the Hunter aircraft
and one operating the Javelin aircraft. The RAF also had a fighter squadron in Butterworth operating the night
fighter Javelin aircraft. The RAF also had a deployment of two or three Vulcan Bomber aircraft sitting on the
tarmac fully bombed up with some 21 x 1,000 pound bombs. These aircraft would be regularly rotated with their
squadron at Tengah, always leaving a minimum of two fully bombed and prepared aircraft at Butterworth. The
RAAF had two fighter squadrons operating the Sabre aircraft, (Nos 3 and 77 Squadrons) one bomber squadron
operating the Canberra aircraft, (No 2 Squadron) and one helicopter squadron (No 5 Squadron) operating the UH1B Iroquois) stationed in Butterworth. During the period from 1962 to late 1964, all of these squadrons were
performing their appropriate roles to monitor the Indonesian activities. The fighter squadrons were supplying an
alert capacity, the Sabres during the day and the Javelins during the night.

When the Balloon Went Up!

The following events took place in September 1964. I can’t remember the dates, but it was around the middle of
the month. Although the primary event occurred in RAF Base Tengah, I shall describe the events by individual
bases from a RAAF airman’s point of view. As one can imagine, news of some of these events travelled by the
well oiled grape vine and the reliability or the accuracy was – shall we say – reasonable!

RAF Base Tengah:

Part way through September 1964, a small detachment of Sabre aircraft from 77 SQN had flown to RAF Base
Tengah for a combined RAF / RAAF exercise. The squadron operating the Javelin aircraft at Tengah were tasked
with providing two aircraft on a five minute alert, similar to the requirement at the RAAF Base in Butterworth.
Then quite late one evening, probably around 22.00 or so, the RAF Javelin crews were alerted to intercept an
unidentified aircraft crossing the south east coast of Malaysia. So far, their evening was not all that unusual, as
these types of alerts did happen from time to time, but mostly the ‘unidentified’ aircraft turned out to be a friendly
who forgot to identify themselves!
However, when the RAF crew drew closer to the location, they saw an Indonesian C130 Hercules aircraft flying
over Malacca, toward the southern part of Malaysia. This C130 had its rear side cargo doors open and the RAF
pilots could see images of paratroops ready to exit the aircraft. The RAF pilots radioed the Indonesian aircraft
urging its crew to turn away from Malaysia, but to no avail. The RAF pilots continued to try a number of
different methods over the next few minutes to deter the Indonesian crew to abort its mission – but in vain.
By this time the situation became quite urgent and very serious. It was obvious to the RAF pilots that Indonesian
Paratroops were about to be deployed into the Malaccan jungle. Radio transmissions were made with their
commanders, and a decision was made. One of the RAF pilots fired a Fire Streak missile from his Javelin aircraft
and the missile hit the C130 right in the inboard engine on the starboard wing, destroying the engine and severing
Page 1 of 3
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Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au
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the starboard wing. The aircraft was destroyed mid air and it fell into the Malaccan jungle. I am led to believe
that the wreckage – or some of it – can still be seen in the Malaccan jungle. The RAF pilots then returned to RAF
Base Tengah and immediately began to report all of their activities to their Commander. The RAF at Tengah
increased their alert status from that evening onwards.
The RAAF crews from 77SQN, who were deployed at Tengah tell of the sight of the operational Javelin aircraft
returning from their flight with the fire streak missile launchers empty, and concluding they must have had some
action!

RAAF Base Butterworth:

It was a routine Thursday evening at Butterworth. The workers from the squadrons and other parts of the base not
required for after hours or night duties had all gone to their homes, either on the mainland near the base or to
married quarters on Penang Island.
Upon hearing the news late in the evening from the RAF at Tengah, the OC of the RAAF Fighter Wing
immediately authorised a recall of the fighter squadrons bringing them to an alert status. This action took a few
hours and many of the airmen tell of anecdotes between Australian Airmen and the crew of a Penang Ferry when
they were trying to get the ferry operator to take them to the mainland, even though it was after normal operating
hours. I am led to believe some of the airmen’s enthusiasm became rather agitated toward the ferry crew!
During the remainder of the evening, and into the next day, Friday, saw an enormous amount of diplomatic
activities in Malaysia. Many senior officers could see some very nasty and potentially dangerous outcomes from
the previous evening’s operation. After considerable discussion between diplomats, senior officers etc, an
agreement was reached. The Indonesian Air Force released a statement saying that an Indonesian Air Force C130
aircraft had crashed due to an engine failure. At the same time, the RAF authorities at RAF Base Tengah issued a
statement that its Javelin aircraft had lost a Fire Streak missile in flight and was investigating the incident.
To say that these diplomats and senior officers prevented an all out confrontational battle between Australia and
its allies with Indonesia is a huge understatement! It was that close!

RAAF Base Williamtown – NSW.

On the Friday – the day after the Malaysian incident, news of the previous evening’s operation had reached the
Operation Command Headquarters at Glenbrook, NSW. It would be fair to say that the grape vine system had not
yet succeeded in getting the news to their Australian based colleagues in a mere 12 or so hours. By mid day on
the Friday, the senior officers at Operational Command had made a very serious decision – they would deploy a
reasonably sizable fighter force to RAAF Base Darwin. A telex was sent high priority to the OC of the Fighter
Wing at Williamtown, arriving at his desk just after lunch on the Friday. Basically, it gave a command saying:
“The Wing shall deploy 8 Sabre aircraft to Darwin and begin operational patrols of the northern coastline of
Australia. The first patrol of two aircraft will depart RAAF Darwin at 1300 hours (Saturday) and will be loaded
with two HE Sidewinder Missiles and a full complement of HE ammunition”. The telex ended with the words –
“This is not a practice”.
To the credit of all the crews of the fighter wing at Williamtown, yes, aircrew and ground crews, they rallied
together and achieved the task allocated to them. Also, considering that it was on a normal Friday afternoon, the
Commanders still managed to round up a sufficient force to support 8 aircraft on a fully operational deployment
with such a short warning, they did an amazing job. The aircraft were prepared on the Friday afternoon, and the
maintenance ‘Fly Away Kits’ were checked and packed on to pallets ready for loading on to a Hercules and the
squadron was deployed.
We are told that the first patrol of two aircraft fully loaded with HE ordnance took off from Darwin on time at
1300 hours local time.

RAAF Base Amberley – QLD:

At the time, I was an LAC Armourer at No 1 Squadron, Amberley, which operated the Canberra aircraft. Our
crews became aware of the urgency of the exercise when our squadron was tasked with providing a ‘Sabre Escort’
from Williamtown to Townsville and to Darwin. (This was common practice then so the crew in the Canberra
flew up to an hour ahead of the Sabres and would relay weather and wind conditions to the Sabre pilots. This
enabled the Sabre pilots to make the best of their short range for the trans continent flight).
As the Canberra aircraft was capable of flying from Amberley to Darwin at a moment’s notice, it was deemed
unnecessary to deploy a flight of Canberra aircraft as they did for the Sabres. At No 1 squadron, an administrative
Page 2 of 3
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command was issued which cancelled all Recreation Leave for all squadron members for the next three months.
Our squadron remained on an alert basis for some time.

RAAF Base Darwin – NT:

There is little doubt that the Base Commanders at Darwin would have been notified of the deployment of the
Sabres at around the same time as was Williamtown. By the time the Sabre deployment of aircraft and men
arrived, Darwin was ready. All the logistics including normal base facilities, ordnance requirements, fuel and
other aircraft needs were all ready. The Sabre pilots continued to fly their patrols over the northern coastline.

Conclusion:

Firstly for Butterworth, the two Sabre squadrons and the RAF Javelin squadron shared the ORP roster,
(Operational Readiness Pad), ensuring there two fully armed aircraft sitting at the end of the runway with air and
ground crews on a five minute alert – day and night – seven days per week. The Sabres manned the ORP from
0630 until 1830 every day, and the Javelins manned the ORP from 1830 until 0630 every night. This continued
right through until about mid 1968. Each of the fighter squadrons would still operate their normal flying
programmes, particularly their ordnance programmes of gunnery, (air to air as well as air to ground), rocketry,
practice bombing and air to air missile tactics on a very regular basis. The RAAF Sabre squadrons maintained a
very high flying rate with a high ordnance usage during this entire period. Many of these flying days were high
pressure for the flight line maintenance crews as they often literally ran between aircraft. Then at least twice per
year, the squadron would take part in a high pressure defence exercise, including high ordnance expenditure.
For Darwin, the first crews to deploy from Williamtown were told to take enough personal belongings for about
12 to 14 days. The first crew were replaced with another similar crew some eight weeks later! This was to
become for many of the Williamtown people the ‘Darwin Roster’. Entire crews were rotated from Williamtown
to Darwin each eight weeks through until around early 1968.
For the Canberra squadrons at Amberley, their flying programme increased to the point where we did
considerably more ‘rapid’ bombing deployments to Darwin and more Air Defence Exercises (ADEX) out of
Amberley. (These exercises involved a mock bombing mission of another base requiring that base to defend itself
given an incredibly short warning.
For the RAAF Fighter Squadron involvement, when one considers the logistics of supporting an Operational
Readiness Pad of two aircraft armed with two live HE Sidewinder missiles, and a full load (300 rounds) of HE
30mm ammunition every day for nearly four years, this was an outstanding achievement indeed!
For the maintenance planners, they had to choose two aircraft which had more flying hours than others to place on
the ORP for a few days, in order for the other ‘low flyers’ to catch up on the squadron stagger board.
For the Armament fraternity, they were required to maintain an appropriate number of serviceable sidewinder
missiles, ensuring they were serviced at regular intervals. They were also required to ensure an appropriate
quantity of HE 30mm ammunition was always available, should any of the ORP aircraft begin to fire some of its
HE ordnance.
The RAAF proved beyond all doubt that a fully operational fully armed Operational Readiness Pad could be
raised at short notice and maintained for several years whilst still operating and flying their normal squadron
requirements. Many of these airmen, aircrew and ground crew alike had the view that there was absolutely no
reason that such an operational readiness system could not have been maintained in the north of Australia for
many years after the Indonesian Confrontation was called off.
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