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DATES TO REMEMBER
02 APRIL 2015

PVA Meeting 10.00 for 10.30 at Redcliffe RSL Meeting Room.

06 APRIL 2015

Monthly Meeting

Redcliffe Bridge Club

(old bowls club)

09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start.
08 April 2015

Stage Show Wicked. All booked out.

10 APRIL 2015

BBQ at Jamieson Park, Scarborough 10.30 for 11.30 lunch.

17 APRIL 2015

Theme Dinner at the Swiss and Beyond Restaurant Burpengary.
$10 subsidy for Members.

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS

Carol

Gus

John

Beryl

Paddy

Anna

George

Charmaine

Our Welfare Officers live in the following areas for your information. Please contact the Officer closest
to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so wish.
ALBANY CREEK

Carol Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Gus Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Paddy Neill

07 5428 7853

0488 237 799

Beryl Neill

07 5428 7853

NARANGBA

John Clarkson

07 3385 6176

KURWONGBAH

Anna Douglas

Ningi/Bribie Island

Charmaine Roberts

BURPENGARY

0427 570 723
0407 747 621

07 5429 5805

0419 779 012

/Caboolture and
Morayfield
REDCLIFFE

George Williamson

0413 103 608

ADVOCACY OFFICER
John Smith from Caboolture Vietnam Veterans Sub Branch is a Level 3 Advocacy Officer who has
kindly offered his services to our members. He may be contacted on: 07 3888 7001
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
At our March meeting, one of our recent transfers-in George Robinson (who is also
our TPI State Secretary) gave an impromptu run down on what has been happening
at State level, including a reassurance that functioning at the TPI national level has
improved. And, would you believe it, Yorkie immediately recognised George as a
fellow ex-RAEME bod. It can be a small world sometimes, and it would seem that
memory doesn’t always diminish with age.
We had two new starters at the BBQ who joined our group as
Associate Members - Bill & Doreen Bailey. Bill is a Korean Veteran
(on EDA pension) and naturally enough they are friends of Ted and
Corinne. A big welcome you both.

Now that I have mentioned
Ted, I can say that he was
surprised, somewhat startled
but certainly satisfied at our
BBQ when he discovered that
his TPI family had planned an
86th birthday celebration for
him.
Those on our email list will
have received a copy of
Corinne’s “thank you” email
so I won’t reproduce it here. I will however apologise for not letting everyone know in
advance - it was to be a surprise, so obviously we had to keep it secret. The photo
shows Ted getting ready to cut the cake. And yes, the cake was that big!
Our social schedule kept
rolling with a visit to the
Caboolture Historical Village
on 25 March. It was hot, very
hot, but we had a lovely day
of discovery and many of us
could readily associate with
much of the memorabilia on
show.
I have included a few photos
here, and will try and put a
few more on Facebook. The
others will be included on our
2015 photo CD. Do you think
the gang in this photo look like they might have had something in common? Perhaps
they were reminiscing about the good old days.
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Besides our General Meeting and BBQ we have two other
events on our social calendar for April.
The first is a bus trip on 8 April which includes the Wicked show
in the Lyric Theatre - part of the Queensland Performing Arts
Centre (QPAC) in South Brisbane.
Did you know that QPAC was designed by local architect Robin
Gibson in the mid-1970s and was opened by HRH The Duke of
Kent in 1985. Each year the centre hosts around 1,000
performances across its four theatres and outdoor spaces. The
centre's versatile venues accommodate a wide variety of
performance including dance, musicals, theatre, opera, comedy, and music concerts.
The Lyric Theatre is the largest venue in QPAC, with a seating capacity of
approximately 2,000, and is Brisbane's main venue for musicals, operas and ballets.
The second event is our theme dinner at Swiss and Beyond on
17 April. Although it is listed as a theme dinner, JD has advised
me that this is NOT a dress up event so don’t worry, and do not
hesitate to let him know you are going.
Swiss and Beyond is BYO, and I have been reliably informed
that the food is fabulous and the servings are super-sized. John
will have details for us at our April Meeting.
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As usual we continued with our TPI
Wednesday night raffles at the
Redcliffe RSL. On March 11 we
welcomed another two fine volunteers
to the raffle team, Martin and Suzi thank you both, your support is much
appreciated.
As you can see I managed to get
Martin and Suzi to stand still for a
short while just after they were shown
the raffle routine by our reliable
raconteurs Mick and Faye.
On Monday 23 March we sizzled
some snags at Bunnings, and many
thanks to our competent crew of
cooks who did very nicely. Just after I
handed over cooking duties to Strawb
and John I captured them deliberating
on their sizzling strategy for the midmorning shift.
And, remember, we have a couple of
consecutive sizzle days coming up in
April (Sunday 19 & Monday 20). We
really do need some extra volunteers,
so if you can help on either day please contact Mick and get your name on the list.
All we need is 2 hours of your valuable time.
AS you know it always pays to cultivate and sustain good
relationships, and here is a classic case to prove the
point. Every so often, Bunnings renew their gazebo
frames along with the overhead covers for their sausage
sizzles. Obviously we can’t have one of their overhead covers; however, we have
obtained one of their frames (thanks Sandy).
Since then we have purchased
a suitable cover, so now we
are able to provide additional
protection at our BBQs. As
you can see from the photo it
is quite a good size, and
Quartermaster Bill has agreed
to store and transport it thanks mate. We have also
purchased some steel tent
pegs to make sure the thing
doesn't end up in the bay
when the wind blows.
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The wind blew when cyclone Marcia visited the sunshine state, and
caused the postponement of a charity bowls day coordinated by Garry
and Helen Fowler.
On 8 March I visited the Beachmere
Bowls Club for their charity day held
in support of the Young Diggers Dog Squad. The
event was supported by the Queensland Bowls
Association, and they featured Nick and Goose on
the cover of the Queensland Bowler Magazine.
Initially I had trouble working out what a “Bovler”
was (definitely getting older).
I have mentioned assistance/companion dogs in a
previous report, and the fact that we supported a
previous fundraising event. So, I won’t labour the
point here other than to say these dogs do great
work, especially for our younger veterans, and it is
one fantastic healing program!
The charity bowls day was a very big effort for
some of our TPI members. So, congratulations
to Garry and Helen Fowler for a fantastic job
organising the event, to Bill and Gloria Abboud
for helping out on the day, to the TPI bowlers
who rocked up and donated, and of course Nick
and Goose.
As I said, the Dog Squad is a great program,
and I will humbly defer to Helen who so
eloquently described the charity day as follows:
“Wonderful weather, great day and a fantastic
amount of money raised”. Well done that crew!

It was a very hot day and I managed
to get Garry, Heidi and Indie to pose
for a moment (above). I also met a
few of our very thirsty Redcliffe TPI
bowlers. Now, I hope I have this
right: Heidi is the National Training
Co-ordinator for the Dog Squad and
indie is a Belgian Shepherd dog - I
was told that Indie is one of only two
in Australia.
The photo on the right is straight
from Facebook taken after some of
the bowlers had finished their stint on the green. I think you will recognise most
people in the photo.
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Older and younger veterans would all understand that making
the move from the ADF to civilian life can be quite challenging,
especially when dealing with “those civvies”. And there can be
no doubt that the changes service personnel and their families
may experience during transition will have some effect on their
personal and working life.
There is a VVCS program that can help veterans and their families make that
journey. The Stepping Out Program is a VVCS effort, and provides information and
skills to manage the transition to civilian life. If you know of someone in the ADF
who is about to leave, you could mention to them that this program is one option they
might consider. The VVCS brochure can be downloaded from the following site
http://www.vvcs.gov.au/documents/stepping-out-program.pdf
Now that I have mentioned the journey from military to civilian life, I
want to also mention that the ABC recently featured the PVA quilt
story. There also has been some activity on Facebook regarding
the quilt. For those not on Facebook, here is a photo of some of
the partners with pieces of the quilt, which at the time were yet to
be sewn together.

I have been advised that the Partners of Veterans Uncovered Quilt Exhibit will be
touring from April to December 2015. The official unveiling will be at the st + baker +
studio and gallery Mon Komo complex Redcliffe on April 25 (Anzac Day). If you are
in the area, you are encouraged to support our partners by attending the ceremony.
And don’t forget to be at our May meeting where the quilt will be on display with one
of the partners providing commentary.
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The journey of service families transitioning to civilian life is
often tied to the journey of veterans with PTSD, so I hope you
will bear with me while I bring you up to date on what I think is
an matter of importance for the Australian veteran community.
In my first report this year I mentioned that Australian veterans
were living on the street. On 6 March a Radio National (RN) program mentioned that
“thousands of Australian diggers are sleeping on the streets”. Yes, thousands!
On 9 March I posted on Facebook that if you were strong you might watch 4 Corners
that night. The program explored the effects PTSD was having on some of today’s
younger veterans and their families. Those of us who are Vietnam veterans have
seen it all before, and we understand why many younger veterans are angry at “the
system” – because we were and some still are.
Now you would think senior ADF medicos would have learnt from the Vietnam
experience. However, this does not appear to be the case because there is a
person in a key position who just doesn’t seem get it - we had the Commander Joint
Health Command (a Rear Admiral and doctor who has never deployed) on 4 Corners
(and on Q&A some time previously) essentially “blaming the victim”.
There was a massive acerbic reaction on Facebook by veterans and partners to the
Rear Admiral. And I must confess that I let go a couple of audible expletives during
4 Corners. Since the 4 Corners and RN programs went to air, you may have noticed
some further community discussion about PTSD, suicide and homelessness among
our veterans and the effect on their families. At the time of my writing this report, an
on-line petition calling for the removal of the Rear Admiral had over 6,600 signatures.
In fairness, I must say that the five senior ADF officers (CDF, VCDF, CN, CA, CAF)
have issued a statement on what is being done within the ADF to address PTSD,
and also defending the Rear Admiral http://news.defence.gov.au/2015/03/13/amessage-from-the-australian-defence-force-senior-leadership/.
I don’t know where this issue will end up, but at the time of writing some Senators
were calling for a Senate inquiry into mental health issues in the ADF and among
veterans. There is one thing I do know – in Redcliffe TPI, we will continue to work
hard and get on with what we do. We will support organisations like ADSO who are
fighting to maintain veterans’ entitlements, and we will, within our means, continue to
provide social opportunities and welfare support for our members and their families.
Now, while I am on the subject of younger veterans, for those
members who could not attend our February General Meeting, you
need to know that, at both our December and February meetings,
members agreed to make DVA White Card holders with qualifying
service and their partner eligible for Associate Membership of Redcliffe TPI.
This move is specifically aimed at younger veterans with overseas service and their
partners, and I have proposed a Special Resolution, seconded by Secretary Mick, to
alter our Rules and By-Laws to that effect. The resolution will be put at a Special
Meeting, to be held with our General Meeting, on 6 April.
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On 21 March, there was a Welcome Home Parade in
Brisbane (and all other capital cities) for veterans of
Operation Slipper. The parade marched down Adelaide St,
with eyes right at the Shrine of Remembrance then at the
saluting dais in front of King George Square. The parade
then continued down town, across the Brisbane River
finishing up on the grassed area of the Southbank forecourt.
The following is an extract from a
recent 8 RAR Association notice to its
members regarding the Operation
Slipper Parade: “Remembering the
issues that many Vietnam veterans
had with community acceptance …
never again will one generation of
veterans desert another.”
The 8 RAR Association comprises
mainly Vietnam Veterans, and as you
can see, we (8 RAR Assn) have a
good attitude to more recent veterans. I am proud to say that this sentiment is also
present in the attitude our Redcliffe TPI group has towards younger veterans.
And talking about attitudes to younger veterans, here is a quote from a Facebook
conversation I engaged in recently with several veterans (I have left out the bits that
might identify the particular organization/centre):
“When I joined …. I found out it was some sort of splinter group.
Nothing to do with TPI Qld. Younger were expected to be seen and
not heard. It cured me of TPI stuff. I … am very gun shy of getting
involved ever again.”
I mention this quote, not only because it is a reminder of how easy it is to alienate
younger veterans, but also because in my previous report I mentioned that we would
respond to an invitation to provide information for a research paper on ESOs. We
have forwarded a response in the hope that it will inform a constructive debate on
how an ESO can work to bridge the gap between generations of veterans. I have
requested a copy of the final paper, and will share it when (if) it arrives.
On another matter entirely, State office has produced the Queensland
TPI Handbook, and it has been distributed to financial TPI members
(they have assumed that Associates are partners) but if you are an
Associate and not a partner, and want a copy let me know.
Our State President tells me they have had very good feedback from
members, and I congratulate State Office, especially George Mialkowski,
for producing the handbook. I have been told there is some good information in the
handbook, but I don’t really know because I can’t read it, so I am off to the
optometrist for some new glasses!
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I mentioned earlier that Cyclone Marcia had caused postponement of a
fund raising event at Beachmere Bowls Club. Well the cyclonic rain
was such a “bloody nuisance” (quote from George Dragon) that the
Caboolture branch of VVAA called off its AGM at Remembrance
House, and postponed it to 27 February at the Caboolture Memorial
Bowls Club.
I was asked to conduct the election of office bearers for Caboolture VVAA, and as it
turns out some of our TPI group were elected unopposed to the committee including;
John Dolton (President), George Dragon (Deputy President), Paddy Neill
(Treasurer), Charmaine Roberts (Secretary), and Bill Abboud (Property Officer).
Congratulations to you all.
Before I go, here is something for the Vietnam veterans. Do you recognise this photo
from Vungers? I found it on the internet, and it is of course “the flags”.

When you were on R&C in Vungers, did you have a few “Wicky Cokes”; did you buy
any “Saigon Teas”; did you notice that block of yellow ice floating in your Ba Moui Ba
(33 Beer); and did you climb onto the leave truck at “the flags” with a half-eaten
“bacteria bun” in your hand? If you went on R&C and experienced none of these
things, in the words of Lara Bingle, where the bloody hell (were) you?
Finally, I hope to see everyone at our next General Meeting (6 April) and then at our
Jamieson Park BBQ (10 April).
And remember, quite often your time is the greatest gift you can give to someone.
Cheers everyone, and take care.

Phil
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Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au
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MIKE AND NOLA’S INDIAN ADVENTURE
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PLEASE CHECK YOUR NEWLY ISSUED DVA GOLD CARD TO
INSURE THAT YOU HAVE BEEN ISSUED THE CORRECT DVA
GOLD CARD.
DVA’S PHONE NUMBER IS 133 254

DVA Gold Card

Have you got the correct card??
Last year the Department of Veterans
Affairs re-issued updated Veterans' Health
Cards to everyone.
It has come to our attention that some
guys, who are in receipt of
the TPI payment, have been issued with
the incorrect card.
If you are a TPI please check your Gold
Card to make sure you received the
correct one.
The correct card is the bottom card which
indicates "Totally & Permanently
Incapacitated" . TPI .
If your Gold Card is like the top card, and
you are in receipt of the TPI, then you have been issued with an 'ordinary' Gold
Card. You will need to contact the DVA to get them to re-issue the correct card.
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THE FINAL TOAST !
They once were among the most universally admired and revered men in the United States .. There were 80 of the
Raiders in April 1942, when they carried out one of the most courageous and heart-stirring military operations in this
nation's history. The mere mention of their unit's name, in those years, would bring tears to the eyes of grateful
Americans.
Now only four survive.
After Japan's sneak attack on Pearl Harbor, with the United States reeling and wounded, something dramatic was
needed to turn the war effort around.
Even though there were no friendly airfields close enough to Japan for the United States to launch a retaliation, a
daring plan was devised. Sixteen B-25s were modified so that they could take off from the deck of an aircraft carrier.
This had never before been tried -- sending such bi g, heavy bombers from a carrier.
The 16 five-man crews, under the command of Lt. Col. James Doolittle, who himself flew the lead plane off the USS
Hornet, knew that they would not be able to return to the carrier. They would have to hit Japan and then hope to
make it to China for a safe landing.
But on the day of the raid, the Japanese military caught wind of the plan. The Raiders were told that they would
have to take off from much farther out in the Pacific Ocean than they had counted on. They were told that because
of this they would not have enough fuel to make it to safety.
And those men went anyway.
They bombed Tokyo and then flew as far as they could. Four planes crash-landed; 11 more crews bailed out, and
three of the Raiders died. Eight more were captured; three were executed.
Another died of starvation in a Japanese prison camp. One crew made it to Russia.
The Doolittle Raiders sent a message from the United States to its enemies, and to the rest of the world: We will
fight. And, no matter what it takes, we will win.
Of the 80 Raiders, 62 survived the war. They were celebrated as national heroes, models of bravery. MetroGoldwyn-Mayer produced a motion picture based on the raid; "Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo," starring Spencer Tracy
and Van Johnson, was a patriotic and emotional box-office hit, and the phrase became part of the national lexicon. In
the movie-theater previews for the film, MGM proclaimed that it was presenting the story "with supreme pride."
Beginning in 1946, the surviving Raiders have held a reunion each April, to commemorate the mission. The reunion is
in a different city each year. In 1959, the city of Tucson, Arizona, as a gesture of respect and gratitude, presented the
Doolittle Raiders with a set of 80 silver goblets. Each goblet was engraved with the name of a Raider.
Every year, a wooden display case bearing all 80 goblets is transported to the reunion city. Each time a Raider passes
away, his goblet is turned upside down in the case at the next reunion, as his old friends bear solemn witness.
Also in the wooden case is a bottle of 1896 Hennessy Very Special cognac. The year is not happenstance: 1896 was
when Jimmy Doolittle was born.
There has always been a plan: When there are only two surviving Raiders, they would open the bottle, at last drink
from it, and toast their comrades who preceded them in death.
As 2013 began, there were five living Raiders; then, in February, Tom Griffin passed away at age 96.
What a man he was. After bailing out of his plane over a mountainous Chinese forest after the Tokyo raid, he
became ill with malaria, and almost died. When he recovered, he was sent to Europe to fly more combat missions.
He was shot down, captured, and spent 22 months in a German prisoner of war camp.
The selflessness of these men, the sheer guts ... there was a passage in the Cincinnati Enquirer obituary for Mr.
Griffin that, on the surface, had nothing to do with the war, but that was emblematic of the depth of his sense of
duty and devotion:
"When his wife became ill and needed to go into a nursing home, he visited her every day. He walked from his house
to the nursing home, fed his wife and at the end of the day brought home her clothes. At night, he washed and
ironed her clothes. Then he walked them up to her room the next morning. He did that for three years until her
death in 2005."
So now, out of the original 80, only four Raiders remain: Dick Cole (Doolittle's co-pilot on the Tokyo raid), Robert
Hite, Edward Saylor and David Thatcher. All are in their 90s. They have decided that there are too few of them for
the public reunions to continue.
The events in Fort Walton Beach marked the end. It has come full circle; Florida's nearby Eglin Field was where the
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Raiders trained in secrecy for the Tokyo mission. The town planned to do all it can to honor the men: a six-day
celebration of their valor, including luncheons, a dinner and a parade.
Do the men ever wonder if those of us for whom they helped save the country have tended to it in a way that is
worthy of their sacrifice? They don't talk about that, at least not around other people. But if you find yourself near
Fort Walton Beach this week, and if you should encounter any of the Raiders, you might want to offer them a word
of thanks. I can tell you from first hand observation that they appreciate hearing that they are remembered.
The men have decided that after this final public reunion they will wait until a later date -- sometime this year -- to
get together once more, informally and in absolute privacy. That is when they will open the bottle of brandy. The
years are flowing by too swiftly now; they are not going to wait until there are only two of them.
They will fill the four remaining upturned goblets. And raise them in a toast to those who are gone.

WWII Doolittle Raiders make final toast: Thousands
flock to pay their respects to daring soldiers
Doolittle The surviving Doolittle Raiders, now all in
their 90s, recognized their place in history for their
daring World War II attack on Japan amid thousands
of cheering fans, during a final ceremonial toast on
Saturday to their fallen comrades.

Celebration: Richard Cole, one of four surviving
members of the 1942 raid on Tokyo led by Lt. Col.
Jimmy Doolittle, opens an 1896 bottle of cognac the
raiders had been saving for their final toast. The
spirit was made the same year Doolittle was born

Thanks to
Graham
Dolton
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RIO

CERATO HATCH

KOUP

SOUL

RONDO 7seater

GRAND CARNIVAL

SPORTAGE

CERATO SEDAN

OPTIMA

SORENTO 4WD

PRO-CEED HOT HATCH

485 Gympie Road KEDRON, QLD’S NUMBER
ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP for 2013, Your New Car TPi Sales
Representative is
STEVE HORNE

Phone - (07) 3634 3371 or 0414 637 037
18

THE BARBER
One day a florist went to a barber for a haircut. After the cut, he asked about his bill, and the barber
replied, 'I cannot accept money from you; I'm doing community service this week.' The florist was
really pleased.
When the barber went to open his shop the next morning, there was a 'thank you' card and a dozen
roses waiting for him at his door.
Later, a policeman went for a haircut, and when he tried to pay his bill, the barber again replied, 'I
cannot accept money from you; I'm doing community service this week.'
The policeman was also very pleased. The next morning when the barber went to open up, there
was a 'thank you' card and a dozen doughnuts waiting for him at his door.
Then an MP went for a haircut, and when he went to pay his bill, the same thing, the barber again
replied, 'I cannot accept money from you. I'm doing community service this week.'
The MP was really very happy about that too. The next morning, when the barber went to open up,
there were a dozen MPs lined up waiting for a free haircut!!

And that, my friends, illustrates the fundamental difference between the citizens of our country and
the politicians who run it..........
BOTH POLITICIANS AND NAPPIES NEED TO BE CHANGED OFTEN AND FOR THE SAME REASON!!!
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Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER

Trivia Questions (History) April 2015
1.

Which Indian Prime Minister was assassinated by two of her Sikh bodyguards?

2.

Which three Australian Prime Ministers died in office?

3.

Which country gave the Statue of Liberty to the US?

4.

Which structure in Rome is the best preserved Roman building and the oldest important building in
the world with its roof intact?

5.

What was the practical purpose of the Pharos of Alexandria, one of the seven wonders of the
ancient world?

6.

Which city did Yasir Arafat die in?

7.

What country did the Romans call Hibernia?

8.

What heavenly body did the Inca god Inti represent?

9.

Who was the first known European to land in Australia?

10

When did the ancestors of Australia’s Aborigines first come to Australia?
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Steven Schonrock – Maryborough
For Petty Officer Steven Schonrock of Maryborough,
swapping travelling around Australia and working as a
deckhand, to travelling around the world working as a Combat
Systems Operator in Royal Australian Navy (RAN) ships was
a challenging but rewarding step.

Currently deployed on Operation MANITOU, 35-year old
Steven is working ashore as a Battlewatch Assistant as part of
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) Combined Task Force 150
(CTF 150) headquarters staff, based in Bahrain in the Middle
East Region.

Steven has come a long way since graduating from Saint
Mary’s High School, with a RAN career spanning 16 years
across both coasts of Australia, South-East Asia, Hawaii and the Middle East, presenting many
opportunities and challenges.
“Being able to learn my category through training ashore and at sea, and then being able to put it into
practice during simulated combat exercises such as RIMPAC in Hawaii has been an incredible experience”
Steven said.
“As a Combat Systems Operator working in the operations room (or nerve centre) of our front line
warships, constantly adapting to new and different weapons systems and how threats can be tracked and
identified in an unfamiliar environment can present challenges. However, I have found that it enables me to
continuously learn and improve my skills, as well as teaching me to think quickly on my feet.”

While Steven misses playing weekend soccer at Granville Soccer Club and spending time fishing and
camping at Fraser Island, he makes the most of every opportunity to visit his parents in his home town with
his wife and two daughters.
“While I can only get home once or twice a year, it’s always great to come home for large family gatherings
such as Christmas, where I get to see all my relatives and friends, going camping, playing backyard cricket
and watching the footy as we always have over the years.”

Having being involved in Operations WARDEN, RELEX, ANODE and SLIPPER, in places such as East
Timor, Solomon Islands and the Middle East, Steven is no stranger to being away from home in an
operational environment. However, his current role is slightly different, in that he is operating from the
headquarters ashore as opposed to being part of the Task Force at sea.
“Having been deployed under CTF 150 at sea in HMAS Anzac and now being part of the Battlewatch
directing ships assigned to us as CTF 150, I’ve now experienced both sides of operations and have a
greater appreciation for how and why specific tasks are undertaken, which is a great learning experience,”
he said.
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Trivia Answers
1. Indira Ghandi.
2. Joseph Lyons, John Curtin, Harold Holt.
3. France.
4. The Pantheon.
5. Lighthouse.
6. Paris.
7. Ireland.
8. The sun.
9. Dutch navigator Willem Janszoon in 1606.
10. Believed to be between 30,000 and 50,000 years ago, and possibly as long
as 70,000 years ago.
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