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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
June was both jolly and joyous for Redcliffe TPI. The jolly
came when we had our medieval night - but more on that
next. The joyous came from welcoming a newborn girl into
our TPI family. Jason and Julia have had a beautiful bundle
of joy - Ellyse Mae. Wayne and Anna visited Jason and Julia
in Toowoomba and delivered a card and present from us all. We have sent Jason
and Julia our best wishes and hope to see them as soon as they can travel.

And now for the jolly: on the evening of 20 June we merrily meandered into a
medieval meeting of minds. The setting was superb, the food was fabulous, the
company was captivating, and the attire was absolutely appropriate. Some patrons
at Redcliffe Dolphins were a little bemused by the gathering, and even more so when
our damsels left the protection of their knaves and ventured into the club to have a
dance! Here are some of us watching “Double, double, toil and trouble; Fire burn,
and cauldron bubble!” (William Shakespeare, Macbeth).
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Remembrance House ! is located
at 61-67 Progress Rd Burpengary,
and is run by the Vietnam Veterans
Association.
Quite a few of our TPI members are
also members at Remembrance
House, and one of our members
(Warren Johnson) is the current
President. Warren has extended an
invitation to our members and their
families to participate in a Hangi
(pronounced hungee) at the house
on Long Tan Day (18 August 2014).
Information on the event is included in this Commscord and, if you intend going,
Warren would like an RSVP so they can have an indication of possible numbers for
catering purposes. Sounds like it should be a fabulous family feast.
" This cartoon is obviously
an American tongue-in-cheek
shot aimed at their Veterans
system.
We certainly don’t
want to be in a similar situation
here in Australia. However, if
you were at our June meeting
you will have heard me mention
a story about a veteran who
had trouble getting treatment at
Greenslopes Private Hospital
on a weekend.
The short story is this.
A
veteran, who is a patient of
Greenslopes Keith Payne Centre, presented at Greenslopes emergency on a
weekend and was refused admission. He was subsequently sent to Royal Brisbane
and then on to the Princess Alexandra for treatment. At each hospital he spent the
night sleeping in a chair. I contacted the Minister’s office asking them to get an
explanation from DVA, and have been advised that Greenslopes had no vacant beds
on the day in question, but did admit the veteran two days later - the hospital has
apologized for the delay in admitting the veteran. We may need to keep an eye out
to ensure there is no repeat of this type of situation at Greenslopes hospital.
We are developing a good relationship with the staff on the PTSD
program at Toowong Private Hospital. On 3 and 10 June we
presented a session on two separate PTSD programs and handed
out our brochures. On the 3 June session I noted that the program
includes Vietnam veterans, so it is not just for veterans from more
recent conflicts. Feedback on our presentations has been very positive.
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We are also developing a good working relationship with the local
branch of the Partners of Veterans Association (Australia), which is
an important kindred organization. So we can keep this relationship
going, and at the same time help provide support for veterans’
partners, we have agreed to sponsor Anna Douglas and Prue
Brooke on a couple of TIP programs.
After the announcement that new Treatment Cards
will be issued in 2014, there was some concern about
whether there would be a “TPI” Gold Card. Well, DVA
have updated their website which now shows all new
treatment cards including the one shown here – so
there will be a “TPI” Gold Card after all. DVA will send
new cards to current cardholders during June. If you
have not received your new card by mid July 2014, contact DVA. In the meantime,
providers will accept old cards until the expiry date shown on the card.
At our June BBQ there was no sign of that early morning
chill we had in May - in fact it was a very pleasant day all
round. It was good to see Macca and Sienna with us again,
and we also had some younger veterans join us for the first
time. A warm welcome to Dominic “Sony” Eriksson, Andrew
Bryson, James Taylor, and of course their partners. I hope
these younger veterans and their families enjoy our
company as much as we enjoy having them with us –
remember to include them in your conversation.
We had a successful sausage sizzle at Bunnings on 16 June - thanks to everyone
who came along to help. Once again my presence seemed to be counter-productive
because business only picked up after I left – some sort of message perhaps? This
photo was taken just before the rush began, and who could say “no” to a sizzling
snag from pleasant people like this?
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It is again that time of the year when
State of Origin has us by the “you know
whats”. I was a bit saddened to lose a
series to NSW, not least because I have
to put up with my brother’s gloating. But
we can’t win all the time because the
ARL might change the rules (again),
And while I am on about gloating, I can
recall when NSW won three series in a
row. At that stage the serendipitous
Sydney scribes were saying that the
origin concept was dead and buried
because NSW were just too good. The
good thing is I haven’t heard much from
them for the last eight years.
Anyway, last year at about this time I
included a photo of the 1922 side that
was the first QLD team to defeat NSW
(the team included Diane’s grandfather
“Border” Madden). This year I have included some memorabilia from the first Origin
game at Lang Park. It was an inspirational evening for Queenslanders, winning the
main game as well as both prelims (Fire Fighters and under 18). Some of us would
recall a few of the names from the program (see below). And yes, Wally Lewis did
play lock not five-eight.

From now on there will be no worrying while you wait.
We seem to be taking the trials and tribulations of the
trivia test in our stride but apparently we are anxiously
awaiting the answers. So, this month we will include
not only last month’s answers but also this month’s
answers. From now on, the quiz and corresponding
answers will be in the same edition of Commscord.
You can thank Doug Bennett for bringing it to our
attention on your behalf.
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I have been informed that the
dedication event at Standown
Park went extremely well, and
that there were plenty of
happy campers. Here is a
view of the dam where the
“bricks” have been grouped
and placed in the wall. There
are other photos from the
occasion included in this
edition of Commscord.
And finally, as is the case with all of our social events, we have a good time and we
take some great photos. This was certainly the case for our medieval night – mainly
because we had some very good subjects to photograph. There are photos from the
night on various Facebook pages, on our website, and a few have been included in
this Commscord. Some photos can even be didactic in nature. For example, this
photo shows that a bowl beats a dish every time when a knight wants his sweets!

Now is an opportune time for me to remind you that, if you have taken photos at any
of our social events, we would appreciate it very much if you provide Pedro with a
digital copy. He can then collate the photos and put them on our 2014 CD so that all
of our members can share more fully our year together.
I hope to see you at our July meeting as well as our usual Friday feast at the
Jamieson Park BBQ. And remember, apologizing does not necessarily mean you
are wrong and the other person is right, it just means you value your relationship
more than your ego.
Cheers, Phil
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DATES TO REMEMBER
07 JULY 2014

Monthly Meeting

Redcliffe Bridge Club

(old bowls club)

09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start.
10 JULY 2014

PVA Meeting 10.30 for 11.00 at Redcliffe RSL Meeting Room.

11 JULY 2014

BBQ at Jamieson Park Scarborough

10.30 for 11.30.

11-13 JULY 2014

Christmas in July at Tranquil Park

$450.00 per couple.

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS

Carol

Gus

John

Beryl

Paddy

Anna

Our Welfare Officers live in the following areas for your information. Please contact the Officer closest to your
address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so wish.
ALBANY CREEK

Carol Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Gus Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Paddy Neill

07 5428 7853

Beryl Neill

07 5428 7853

NARANGBA

John Clarkson

07 3385 6176

KURWONGBAH

Anna Douglas

BURPENGARY

0427 570 723
0407 747 621
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Service Tales – Darkie McCloud on Parade!!
Following my arrival at RAAF Base Butterworth in Malaysia in September 1965, I spent the first several
weeks simply servicing Aden Guns in the Maintenance Squadron Gun Bay – as most Armourers did. Then it
came time for me to gain some squadron experience prior to my first deployment to 79 SQN at RAAF Base
Ubon in Thailand.
So, during the next few months, I had quite a few shifts between squadrons, in order to gain flight line
experience prior to going to Ubon. I think it’s where I became addicted to front line or squadron activities.
When 77SQN went to Labuan in Borneo to replace the grounded RAF Javelin aircraft, I worked in 3SQN,
and then when 3SQN went to Labuan, I worked in 77 SQN. Whilst I was working in 77 Squadron, there was
an “Air Officer Commanding” (AOC) inspection and parade. I had hoped that here supposedly at the front
line, they would not go through the rigmarole of painting everything prior to the inspection. Well, my hopes
were well founded. On the day of inspection, we were asked to simply parade in our working dress, in a long
line in front of our aircraft.
There we were, dressed in our stubby shorts and work boots, looking like bronze Anzacs, standing ready to
greet the AOC. In those days, the Malaysian bases were under the control of the Far East Air Force, and the
AOC appointment was granted to either an RAF, or an RAAF, or an RNZAF Air Vice Marshall (AVM) on a
rotation basis.
Well, AVM Sir Foxley Norris, a very British RAF gentleman, (and also a decorated ‘Battle of Britain’ pilot)
inspected us. Of course, he was accompanied by our squadron Commanding Officer, (a Wing Commander)
and Flight Commander (a Squadron Leader) during his inspection. I think he thought it quite unusual, yet
original that all these airmen were standing in line, dressed only in stubby shorts and ‘T’ boots – waiting for
him to inspect.
One of our armourers, Darkie Macleod, although a white caucasian male, tanned extremely well in the
tropics. Darkie was a tall well built man and usually kept himself in good condition. So to see Darkie so well
tanned and fit was quite a sight. When the Air Vice Marshall came to Darkie he commented to our
Commanding Officer, “Isn’t it wonderful that you’ve got your indigenous labourers on parade with you”.
Well, Darkie exploded, and responded immediately and firmly, “Corporal Macleod, Armament Fitter, Royal
Australian Air Force, Sir!” Not to be outdone, the AVM responded, “Young man, you’ll have a lot of trouble
getting back into Australia won’t you, with the White Australia Policy”. Darkie began to respond, but we all
hissed, “Shut up Darkie”.
=======================
Whilst on the subject of AOC’s inspections, about a year later, when I was once again working in the
Maintenance Squadron Gun Bay, we were informed of another ‘AOC’s Inspection. The AOC on this
occasion was Air Vice Marshall Eton from the RAAF. Sad to say, the 478 Squadron Gun Bay establishment
gave in to tradition and we were instructed to totally clean and repaint the entire section. On inspection day
the AOC, accompanied by the Commanding Officer, the Base Armament Officer, and the Line Armament
Officer and the section Warrant Officer, all walked into the Gun Bay and met Sergeant Tom Bourbon, who
was the Senior NCO supervising in the Gun Bay at the time. The AVM, who unbeknown to the remainder of
the inspection party, had known Tom from years ago on previous squadrons units, said, “Well Tom, what a
magnificently clean gun bay! How long did it take you to accomplish this?”
Before the Line Armament Officer (a FLTLT) could reply, Tom said, “Three weeks, Sir, and we haven’t
cleaned a gun in the last two weeks. We now have 15 serviceable guns and 65 unserviceable guns”. The
FLTLT gave Tom the infamous glare!

Thanks John
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Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER
Trivia Answers (Sports and Leisure)

Trivia Answers (Sports and Leisure)
1. Frank Bruno
2. Rings
3. Sword
4. Venus Williams
5. Reduce its size
6. Ice Hockey
7. The Federation Cup
8. The name plaque will be full
9. Arrows
10. Chess

Trivia Questions (Geography -2) Answers in this Commscord.(Somewhere)

Trivia Questions (Geography-2)
1. What river is Nigeria named after?
2. Which is the largest of the Balearic Islands?
3. Which are the three largest Mediterranean islands?
4. Which popular cocktail was created at the Raffles Hotel Singapore around 1915?
5. Which of the Seven Wonders of the World was situated about 50 miles south of modern
Baghdad?
6. What are stolen in Amsterdam at the rate of 80,000 a year with about 25,000 ending up
in canals?
7. What country is known as The Cradle of Civilization?
8. What was once mined in Salzburg?
9. What word describes Danish coastal valleys shaped by glaciers and partially filled by the
sea?
10. What strait links the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean
11. What New York location is often called the Crossroads of the World?
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A FEW PHOTOS FROM THE MEDIEVAL NIGHT
(MORE ON THE WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGES)
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Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au
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PHOTOS FROM STANDOWN PARK COMMEMORATION DAY 7TH JUNE 2014
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AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE ASSISTANCE TRUST PLEASE HELP US TO HELP THE FAMILIES OF
THOSE WHO HAVE MADE THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE – Lieutenant Colonel Bruce Willis
Links and Resources

Armed Forces Foundation
http:www.armedforcesfoundation.org
Armed Services Assistance Centre
http:www.asacaustralia.com
Army
http:www.army.gov.au
http:www.armyholidays.com.au
Army Amenities Fund
Army Relief Trust Fund
http:www.armyrtf.com.au
Australian Centre for Post Traumatic Mental Health
http:www.acpmh.unimelb.edu.au
Australian Federation of Totally and Permanently
Incapacitated Ex Servicemen and Women
http:www.tpifed.org.au
Australian Peacekeeper & Peacemaker Veterans'
Association
http:www.peacekeepers.asn.au
Australian Veterans' Children Assistance Trust
http:www.avcat.org.au
Beyondblue
http:www.beyondblue.org.au
Black Dog Institute
http:www.blackdoginstitute.org.au
Commando Welfare Trust
http:www.commandotrust.com
Defence Community Organisation
www.defence.gov.au/dco
Defence Families of Australia
http:www.dfa.org.au
Defence Family Helpline - 1800 624 608
The Defence Family Helpline operates 24-7 and is staffed by qualified human-services professionals
including social workers and psychologists.
ADF members, their partners, children and relatives for whom the member has primary
responsibility can call the helpline.
Defence Force Welfare Association
http:www.dfwa.org.au
Defence Health
http:www.defencehealth.com.au
Defence Special Needs Support Group
http:www.dsnsg.org.au
Defence Veterans Association
www.facebook.com/pages/Defence-VeteransAssociation-Australia/123933724339309
Dents in the Soul
www.defence.gov.au/health/DMH/PTSD_DVD.htm
Singer-songwriter John Schumann, who wrote “I Was Only 19”, is the narrator of this documentary and
helps walk viewers through diagnosis, treatment and effects of PTSD on individuals and their families.
John Schumann also shares his personal experience with PTSD in the film.
Department of Defence
http:www.defence.gov.au
Department of Veterans’ Affairs
http:www.dva.gov.au
Legacy
http:www.legacy.com.au
Minister for Defence
http:www.minister.defence.gov.au
Minister for Veterans' Affairs
minister.dva.gov.au
National Welfare Coordination Centre – 1800 801 026
The National Welfare Coordination Centre (NWCC) provides a 24-hour point of contact and
information service for members and for families of personnel deployed on or in support of operations
and on designated exercises.
Naval Association of Australia
http:www.navalassoc.org.au
Navy
http:www.navy.gov.au
Navy Clearance Diver Trust
http:www.ncdt.org.au
Partners of Veterans Association of Australia
http:www.pva.org.au
RAAF Association
http:www.raafa.org.au
Returned and Services League of Australia
http:www.rsl.org.au
Royal Australian Air Force
http:www.airforce.gov.au
Royal Australian Regiment Association
http:www.rar.org.au
Royal Australian Regiment Foundation
http:www.rarfoundation.org.au
SAS Resources Trust
http:www.sartrust.org.au
Soldier On
http:www.soldieron.org.au
Veterans Support and Advocacy Service Australia
http:www.ausvets.com.au
Vietnam Veterans' Association of Australia
http:www.vvaa.org.au
Vietnam Veterans Federation of Australia
http:www.vvfagranville.org
War Widows' Guild of Australia
http:www.warwidows.org.au
White Cloud Foundation
http:www.whitecloudfoundation.org
Young Diggers
http:www.youngdiggers.com.au
Your Defence
http:www.yourdefence.com.au

17

485 Gympie Road KEDRON
QLD’S NUMBER ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP
IN 2011

YOUR NEW CAR TPi SALES REPRESENTATIVE

STEVE
(07) 3632 3400

HORNE
or
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0414 637 037

MEDICAL TREATMENT IF OVERSEAS
At the last General Meeting Monty told us about Medical Treatment overseas or on holidays.
As we all know Travel Insurance is fairly expensive for pre existing conditions and other treatment
which may be required while travelling.
Monty was advised that Treatment for TPI Gold Card holders is covered by DVA while overseas. The
treatment is to be paid by the member and reimbursed on return to Australia.
Other Card Holders for the Conditions covered by that card.
The relevant Fact Sheet is:
HSV65: Medical Treatment While Overseas.
And can be viewed at
http://www.dva.gov.au/DVASearchResults.aspx?k=HSV65
So, save some money and thanks to Monty for bringing it to our attention.

FOR SALE
PRESTIGE CARAVAN COVER FOR a 18 TO 20 FT VAN.
MULTI LAYER FABRIC used once
SPECIAL PRICE FOR MEMBERS $180.00
Max & Margaret Davey

38861009
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Trivia Answers (Geography-2)
1. Niger
2. Majorca
3. Sicily, Sardinia and Cyprus
4. Singapore Sling
5. Hanging Gardens of Babylon
6. Bicycles
7. Iraq
8. Salt
9. Fjords
10. The Strait of Gibraltar
11. Times Square
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CANNON BALLS!!!

It was necessary to keep a good supply of cannon balls near the cannon on old war ships.
But how to prevent them from rolling about the deck was the problem. The storage
method devised was to stack them as a square based pyramid, with one ball on top, resting
on four, resting on nine, which rested on sixteen.
Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be stacked in a small area right next to the
cannon. There was only one problem – how to prevent the bottom layer from sliding or
rolling from under the others.
The solution was a metal plate with 16 round indentations, called, for reasons unknown,
a Monkey. But if this plate were made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it. The
solution to the rusting problem was to make them of brass – hence, Brass Monkeys.
Few landlubbers realize that brass contracts much more and much faster than iron when
chilled. Consequently, when the temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations
would shrink so much that the iron cannon balls would come right off the monkey.
Thus, it was quite literally, cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey. And all
this time, most folks thought that was just a vulgar expression?

Editor’s Favourite.
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TENTERFIELD GOLF TRIP INFO FROM GARRY
The annual Tenterfield Golf trip is on again. Leaving on Tuesday the 16th and returning on Friday the 19th
of September.
For your chance to win the Geoffrey Dart Memorial Cup please get your name in ASAP.
I have just rang the Golf club and they are looking forward to hosting us again.
There may be a slight increase in the cost of the trip Mitch will let me know as soon as he has been
informed. He expects the increase to be between $5 and $10.
So please e-mail me on chook58@hotmail.com or on Mobile 0439757113 or at the next meeting
Garry
Social Guru.

VIETNAM VETERAN’S DAY BURPENGARY
Have attached the programme for Vietnam Veterans day at Remembrance House Burpengary—61
Progress Rd. Burpengary. 18th August 2014.
After the service we plan to have a few drinks and a chat while the Hungi is cooking. Our Mauri friend Neil
is doing the Hungi, will include Beef, Pork Chicken and Lamb a mixture of baked vegetables and a sweet
after that. Usually there is plenty left for back ups.
The cost is $10.00 P/P and $5.00 for children. All are invited, bring your family along, BYO or buy ours at a
good price.
We hope to have the school choir and music.
Would appreciate it if you could let us know if you are coming for catering purposes. Burpengary House38886004 Warren Johnson 34108606 or George Dragon 34101701 .
Our main aim is to put on a great day for the Veterans, both young and old , all veterans and families are
invited. (Caravan parking is available for overnighters.)
Regards.
Warren Johnson. Pres. Caboolture Vietnam Veterans Sub. Branch.
(For more inf.please call Warren Johnson on 34108606 or George Dragon or Remembrance House at
Burpengary also Paddy Neil)
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