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TPI REDCLIFFE
Dates to Remember
First Monday of the month – General Meeting
Friday following monthly meeting, free BBQ
Note: The following are indicative events for the months shown. There may be
some changes. TBA - dates will be confirmed, as we get closer to each event.
February
4
6
8

General Meeting Redcliffe Bridge Club Rooms
Redcliffe RSL Wednesday Night Raffle
Monthly BBQ Jamieson Park Scarborough

March
4
6
8

General Meeting Redcliffe Bridge Club Rooms
Redcliffe RSL Wednesday Night Raffle
Monthly BBQ Jamieson Park Scarborough

April
1
3
5

General Meeting Redcliffe Bridge Club Rooms
Redcliffe RSL Wednesday Night Raffle
Monthly BBQ Jamieson Park Scarborough

The Editors Bit
Hi All,
Hope everyone is running well so far this year, which is not to be said
about my car. I have been running around in Suzy’s new little car after
mine has decided to not want to play and must go in for repairs this
week.
You will start seeing a few changes happening with the CommsCord over the next few months as I will slowly be
handing off the editing duties to Bill Abboud, obviously a man with his experience will require re-training in the
use of the magical things called computers, but thanks Bill for stepping up so quickly to fill the role of editor.
The move for me is at the end of the month, our house sold extremely quickly, ie one open house with an offer
we could not refuse. You will still see me about at the meeting and BBQ’s as I will only be down the road a little
further.
Today the government announced $1M worth of funding to support young veterans, read more about it here:
http://minister.dva.gov.au/media_releases/2019/march/va016.htm.
NEW legislation introduced
into Federal Parliament will
provide better recognition
of the unique nature of
military service and further
acknowledge the service
and sacrifice of veterans
and their families. This also
includes the veteran card
which I covered last month and Phil has updated in his report, read more about it here:
http://minister.dva.gov.au/media_releases/2019/feb/va012.htm.
Faster claim submissions and processing times for veterans and their families are being delivered through a
number of recent improvements and features to MyService – the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) online
platform, apparently. I covered this a few months back with the migration to the MyService online, read more
about it here: http://minister.dva.gov.au/media_releases/2019/jan/va003.htm.
The taxation court case on DFRDB
and MSBS payments is being
finally heard and hopefully
decided on this month so with
baited breath am hoping for a fair
outcome
for
the
defence
community.
Other than that, I have nothing
else to talk about so I wish
everyone a safe March and see
you at the meeting Monday or the
BBQ Friday.
Cheers,
Pete

New Vehicle Sales I Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales I Service I Parts

07 3384 5700

1.

The 19th of February marked how
many years since the first bombing of
Darwin?
2. What year was the slouch hat
created?
3. What is the common nickname used
for New York?
4. Which countries flag is the only one that is not square or rectangular?
5. What part of the body contains 5 metacarpal bones?
6. What is the process called to make milk safe for human consumption?
7. Albert Einstein in 1952 was offered the presidency of which country?
8. The scientific unit of measurement named after Isaac Newton measures what?
9. Of the original 6 NASA space shuttles, which never flew a day in space?
10. According to Norse mythology, who is the god of thunder?

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
2019 is well under way and the social calendar is in full swing. Our first General
Meeting was held on Monday 4 February.

An important issue briefly discussed at the meeting was the draft report
from the Productivity Commission on veterans’ compensation and
rehabilitation. Our state president (Chris Richards) has written to us
outlining a disturbing situation with regard to younger veterans.
Chris reports that current TPIs will not be adversely affected, as our entitlements will
be “grandfathered” (not affected). However, some ESOs are content to let some
recommendations proceed unchallenged because the “grandfathering” of some
recommendations will not affect their member’s entitlements. However, there are
adverse consequences for currently serving and more recently discharged veterans.
Therefore, although current TPIs should not be affected, TPI National is pursuing
these issues to try and protect these younger service men and women.
Chris goes on to explain that the approach being adopted by some ESOs is
disappointing because our forebears, in the veteran community, fought tooth and nail
for decades to get us to where we are with our entitlements. But if the Productivity
Commission recommendations are accepted the whole veteran compensation
landscape will be changed forever to the detriment of future service men and
women and their loved ones. We should never lose sight of the fact we are also
custodians of veteran entitlements for those coming behind us who have suffered
whilst serving the nation.
Pat McCabe, our Federal President, is meeting with the DVA Minister soon and
hopefully with the PM to express concerns over this matter and our ongoing fair
compensation case. She will also appear at future Commission hearings. Chris has
advised that we will be informed of the results in due course, and has requested that
you might support our TPI Federation by ensuring your local federal politician is
aware of our concern, and then let State Office know of any feedback you receive
from politicians.

As well as fighting for future veterans our TPI Federation has made a
strongly worded submission to the Royal Commission on Aged Care. The
submission was circulated to members by email.
Examples cited in the submission highlighted that aged veterans are
subject to wide-ranging entitlement degradation adversely affecting their ongoing
care when entering an aged care facility.
It seems that DVA responsibility ends when a veteran enters an aged care
environment, which is contrary to an expectation of life long care. This is causing
angst with veterans and their families.
Hopefully the Federation's proactive approach may see some improvement in this
unsatisfactory situation affecting aged veterans.
OK, here is another reminder that our annual fees are due. If
you haven’t yet paid can I please request that you pay your
2019 fees as soon as you are able, and preferably direct to
Paddy.
I will again remind everyone that State Office has reduced
state membership fees; however, along with a number of other
sub-branches, we (Redcliffe Sub-Branch) have agreed to retain our existing annual
fee structure ($30 for TPIs and $20 for Associates). This enables us to provide
better welfare support and subsidise free monthly BBQs and other social events for
financial members of Redcliffe Sub-Branch.
If you pay or have paid direct to State Office, you need to pay the Redcliffe fee not
the state fee. If you pay the state fee to State Office, we will ask you for an
additional payment to make your total fee equal to our Redcliffe fee. Otherwise, you
may be a financial member of TPI Queensland, but not a financial member of our
Redcliffe Sub-Branch.
In the meantime, I will move on to some more interesting news.
TPI Ted will soon be off on an exciting trip to the US, but in the meantime Ted went
on a more mundane three day short cruise to nowhere on the Sea Princess.

Here is the crew from our Redcliffe
TPI Family having breakfast with
Ted.

Our first BBQ for the year was held on 8 February. The set up crew
were a little worried about the weather – with justification as the rain
swept across the bay. An early sitrep was broadcast stating that
there was a slight breeze and potential for rain.
As you can see we put up some side protection against the breeze,
and, notwithstanding a couple of brief showers, Huey did manage to look after us.

Here is our set up crew
relaxing after their good
work - anyone recognise
the person front left?

Some of the boys have
rediscovered the table of
knowledge.

And what would be a
Redcliffe TPI BBQ
without our steadfast
squad of smiling chefs.
Thanks fellas.

Sounding off from the left: onions, snags, eggs and steak.

We have commenced our Sausage Sizzles for the year. On
this day we had good weather, great volunteers and made a
profit. Here are our shifts on the day. Once again I managed
to get all four shifts into this selection of photos. Thanks to
everyone who helped! And, I couldn’t let the occasion pass without noticing that our
perennial photo-bomber did it again!!

Our February social event
was a welcome back lunch on
21 February at Mammas
Italian Restaurant.
Our
Redcliffe TPI Family had a
great roll up to indulge in
bellissimo cibo gustoso.
Here are some photos from
the occasion, I apologise to
those who didn’t get caught
up in one of these fine
forensic photos.

Our March event is a bus trip and overnight stay at Twin
Towns where we will see the Sounds of The Supremes
show. We also have some interesting stops on the way
home. Beryl will have more details at our meeting
including pick up locations and times.
It should be a good show highlighting one of the greatest
female vocal groups in history, with hits that personified
the Motown Sound.
The line up is led led by an 70’s/80’s original Supreme member, and I believe they
have an outstanding energy packed show that features more than 20 Motown songs,
including “You Keep Me Hanging On”, “Stop In The Name of Love”, “Where Did Our
Love Go”, “Love Child,” Nothing But Heartaches”, “Reflections”, “You Can’t Hurry
Up,” “Back In My Arms Again” and “Baby Love”.
Did you know that The Supremes were the most
commercially successful of Motown's acts and are,
to date, America's most successful vocal group with
12 number one singles on the Billboard Hot 100.
Founded in 1959 in Detroit Michigan, Florence
Ballard, Mary Wilson, Diana Ross, and Betty
McGlown (the original group) formed the Primettes
as the sister act to the Primes (with Paul
Williams and Eddie Kendricks, who went on to form
The Temptations).
Barbara Martin replaced McGlown in 1960, and the
group signed with Motown the following year as the
Supremes. Martin left the act in early 1962, and
Ross, Ballard, and Wilson carried on as a trio.
During the mid-1960s, The Supremes achieved mainstream success with Ross as
lead singer. In 1967, Motown president Berry Gordy renamed the group Diana Ross
& the Supremes, and replaced Ballard with Cindy Birdsong. Ross left to pursue a
solo career in 1970 and was replaced by Jean Terrell, so the group's name reverted
to The Supremes.
During the mid-1970s, the lineup changed once again with Lynda Lawrence,
Scherrie Payne, and Susaye Greene. The Supremes disbanded in 1977, and now
we have the Sounds of the Supremes show touring the world.
At their peak in the mid-1960s, The Supremes rivalled the Beatles in worldwide
popularity. It is said that their success made it possible for future African American
R&B and soul musicians to find mainstream success.
I must admit to being a Motown fan with The Temptations, The Four Tops, The Box
Tops and The Miracles to name just a few groups coming out of the Vietnam era. I
am very much looking forward to this show.

Recall that the federal government proposed a suite of initiatives
that included an Australian Veterans’ Defence Covenant, a Veteran
Lapel Pin, and new DVA cards that are intended to be used as a
veteran discount card.

As you can see, the original intention was that the cards would be a totally new
design and the following statement was issued:
“The new-look cards will be issued to you automatically over the coming
months, along with a Veteran Lapel Pin and Oath as part of a phased rollout. Orange Card holders will also receive their new-look card in due
course”.
However, when DVA fronted the Senate Estimates hearing recently they shone
some light on where they are at with the proposed new cards – very interesting:
•

While 39 businesses had expressed interest in joining the discount scheme,
none had yet signed up; however, DVA are still exploring options.

•

After receiving feedback, DVA confirmed it has decided not to produce
the new cards as originally planned. They will rebadge existing
healthcare cards.

So, the way I understand it, the cost to DVA will be $11M; but business and not
government will fund any discounts. Our existing TPI gold card should continue as is
with some redesign, and if anyone gets wind of the new design I would be interested
in having a look at it.
And remember: often we are very lucky if we can walk from one room into another
room and know why.
Take care,

Phil

Sore Back? Get Relief Now
Gold Card holders pay no charge for Physio appointments

Do you want a Physio who understands you?
Our Physios have 50+ years of
experience helping Veterans
just like you
One on One appointments in
private air conditioned rooms.
Full privacy with no curtains

Get relief with hands on Physio
No hotpacks or tingling machines

For an appointment please call us on 38801649
Dr’s referral required

Trivia Answers
1. 77 years, 19 February 1942.
2. 1885.
3. The Big Apple.
4. Nepal.
5. The Hand.
6. Pasteurization.
7. Israel.
8. Force.
9. Enterprise.
10. Thor.

Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au
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