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Federal Member for Petrie

All correspondence should be directed to:
The Secretary Redcliffe TPI Sub Branch
PO Box 288
Redcliffe QLD 4020

General Meetings are held at 0930 on the first Monday of each month at the Redcliffe
Bridge Club Rooms (Old Bowls Club).
BBQ on Friday following the General Meeting at Jamieson Park Scarborough.
All TPI members, prospective members and partners welcome.
DISCLAIMER: The contents of this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Redcliffe
TPI Sub Branch, the Editor, or the TPI Association unless otherwise stated.
Website: http://www.redcliffetpi.com
Secretary: famickk@yahoo.com.au
Editor: tpiredcliffe@gmail.com
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New Vehicle Sales I Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales I Service I Parts

07 3384 5700
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TPI REDCLIFFE
Dates to Remember
First Monday of the month – General Meeting
Friday following monthly meeting, free BBQ
Note: The following are indicative events for the months shown. There may be
some changes. TBA - dates will be confirmed, as we get closer to each event.
December
3
5
8
12
14
17
19

General Meeting Redcliffe Bridge Club Rooms
Redcliffe RSL Wednesday Night Raffle
Christmas Party - Dolphins Club 1830 $10/head
Redcliffe RSL Wednesday Night Raffle
Christmas Picnic
Bunnings BBQ - Volunteers still required
Redcliffe RSL Wednesday Night Raffle

January 2019
16
Jersey Boys - Waiting list $90/head if unable to attend we have
others waiting to go 1300
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The Editors Bit
Hi All,
2018 is about to end, but more importantly I am about to start a new chapter in
with a new member to our family. By the time you are reading this our baby girl
is imminent. Tuesday 4th Dec is only next week. Suzy is fighting through a viral
illness and trying to get better before next week. So, with bubby arriving I will
not be at the December meeting.
** Carer Allowance – Important Information **
Are you a carer? Have you received a request from Centrelink asking for details of your income?
From 20 September 2018, the Government introduced an
income test for Carer Allowance, which is paid by the
Department of Human Services (DHS) through Centrelink.
As a result, recipients of this payment must now have an
income under the income test limit (currently $250,000
for individuals and couples). Recipients of DVA income
support payments, such as the Service Pension, Veteran
Payment and Age Pension, will automatically meet the
new income test requirements. However, DHS has advised
that it has already issued letters to Carer Allowance
recipients, some of whom may be DVA income support recipients, requesting they complete the Carer Allowance
adjusted taxable income details form. If you have received a letter requesting your income details and would like
more information, or an extension of time to respond, you can contact Centrelink’s
Carers Line or the new Carer Gateway.
Centrelink Carers Line: 132 717.
DVA have released a new Rehabilitation for DVA client’s booklet with focuses on all
elements of your life which could improve your wellbeing and aims to assist you to
adapt to, and recover from, an injury or illness that is related to your ADF service. An
electronic copy of the booklet can be found at:
https://www.dva.gov.au/about-dva/publications/rehabilition/rehabilitation-dvaclients-booklet
For people that use the DVA Online portal, it is being merged onto the My.Gov.au platform. In the past few weeks
and coming months you will notice a change to the look of the online services for DVA.
Talking about new websites a new website called Engage (https://engage.forcenet.gov.au) has been developed.
It claims are ‘Engage is an online portal where users can search for free services and support designed to benefit
current and former ADF members, their families, and/or those involved in their support.’ I personally have not
tried it, but looking at feedback from others in regards to its services.
Veteran card - The Australian Veteran Card will make it easier for Australians to recognise and respect the
contribution that veterans have made to Australia. Anyone who is eligible for a DVA White, Gold or Orange card
will be eligible for the Veteran Card. The card will help Australian businesses, service providers and community
organisations to identify veterans so they can offer their acknowledgement and respect. For example, the card
could provide a platform for businesses and community groups to provide tangible recognition and service to
holders of the card. This initiative will formally start in December 2018.
Finally, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to Everyone, stay safe this holiday season.
Pete
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Sore Back? Get Relief Now
Gold Card holders pay no charge for Physio appointments

Do you want a Physio who understands you?
Our Physios have 50+ years of
experience helping Veterans
just like you
One on One appointments in
private air conditioned rooms.
Full privacy with no curtains

Get relief with hands on Physio
No hotpacks or tingling machines

For an appointment please call us on 38801649
Dr’s referral required
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1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

The French word “Noel” is often used
around Christmas, but what was its
original meaning in Latin?
Name all the reindeers.
What was the poem “Twas the Night
Before Christmas” originally titled?
In what decade did Coca-Cola start using Santa Claus in advertisements?
In the song Twelve Days of Christmas, what is given on the 7th day?
Who created the first electric light Christmas display?
What north-eastern US state holds the Guinness record for largest snowman?
How many wise men does the bible say visited the baby Jesus?
What is the most popular meal for Christmas in Japan?
What cartoon character is a Christmas Eve staple in Sweden and is watched by millions
of Swedes every year.
1. It is spring in England, and a farmer walks into a field.

He finds a carrot, a scarf, and five buttons. If nobody
placed them there, how did they get there?
2. Three servicemen awake from a snooze. Each began

Laughing when he saw that someone had drawn in
crayon on the faces of two others. But one of them
quickly stopped, realizing that he too had been a victim of
the prank. How did he know?
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Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
We had a busy time this past month which included our November monthly General
Meeting and our Annual General Meeting (AGM).
Both meetings were completed within the
time frame usually allocated for our
monthly meeting so I want to thank
everyone who was there for your
cooperation in allowing that to happen. At our AGM,
the Committee was re-elected unopposed – so thank
you for once again for entrusting us with the task of
piloting events within our TPI Family.
At our General Meeting on 5 November I had great
pleasure in presenting Ron and Annette Carey with
awards for their outstanding contribution to our
organisation over a long period.
Once again, we had to keep the whole thing under
wraps so Ron and Annette did not get wind of what we
were going to do. And yes, they were surprised and
suitably embarrassed. Well done you two.
As you would be aware, Peter and
Suzie (Allan) are due to have a bub
soon, so we have been out and
have purchased a couple of every
day items for them.
Pete has
collected the goods, so we won’t do
a formal presentation.
All our best to both of you - we all
wish you happiness.
And Peter, don’t forget that all the
new bub’s TPI grandmas will be
waiting for their obligatory cuddle.
In November, Mick and I attended the TPI State AGM and
Congress in Brisbane. All except one centre was represented, and
we had some guest speakers including:
•
•
•

Anton Brown Funerals,
The CEO and local representative of Kookaburra Kids; and
A representative from DVA Queensland.

There were the usual reports from state office bearers: President (Chris Richards),
Secretary (George Robinson), Treasurer (George Mialkowski) and Welfare (Ken
Savage). I have summarised the highlights from their reports here for you.
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State President (Chris Richards)
Chris said that the TPI Association has progressed in a number of important areas.
For example, he has been especially keen to focus on improving communication as
a key element of state office performance.
Chris has attempted to make contact with new members, has represented the
Association at important forums, has attended various veteran commemorations,
and has an active (apolitical) twitter account with almost 600 followers.
Chris has also pushed the issue of hospital Veteran Liaison Officers (VLOs), and has
had some success in making the position of VLO more widely publicised in DVA
funded private hospitals.
State Secretary (George Robinson)
George provided a table of TPI members by sub-branch. The table shows that TPI
Association numbers state-wide are in decline, and that Redcliffe has the largest
number of TPI members, and the largest number of total members.
The state IT system has been upgraded from a server-based system to a cloudbased system and is working well. Centres can continue to receive a monthly
update on financial membership.
State Treasurer (George Mialkowski)
George provided an audited financial statement and gave an update on state
finances including making a surplus for the year 2017/2018. State Office still has a
very heathy balance sheet.
Due to the sound financial position of TPI State, State Management Committee
recently decided to decrease membership fees. Your Redcliffe Committee was
aware of this proposed move, and at a previous General Meeting members decided
to endorse your Committee’s decision to retain our Redcliffe annual fee structure at
$30 (members) and $20 (associates). This move will reduce our reliance on
fundraising, and will allow us to provide more benefits to members. I note that quite
a few centres have decided to do the same.
Centre/Sub-Branch Reports
The President of each Centre/Sub-Branch provided a precis of activity for the year.
All of us provided, and spoke to, a written report. The President of Gold Coast asked
if he could attend one of our meetings – of course I agreed.
There was no animus, and we all got along well. My observation is that other
centres are more active socially than they were previously.
Generally, the State AGM/Congress was a worthwhile gathering with good sharing of
information. We are all keen to learn from and assist each other.
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Anton Brown Funerals
The information form Anton Brown Funerals was interesting. I won’t go into any
detail because you will have a copy of the publication Planning Ahead: A Guide To
Putting Your Affairs In Order. Recall that we made these available for members a
couple of years ago. Some good advice - do not enter into a funeral insurance
scheme. If you want to set funds aside for a funeral, select a funeral bonds scheme
like that provided by Sureplan. I can’t give you any advice on this subject, you will
have to do your own research and determine which arrangement best suits your
circumstances.
Kookaburra Kids
This foundation supports kids living in families affected by mental illness. The
program provides free recreational educational camps and other activities, giving
kids a break in a fun positive environment. The program is now being delivered to
serving and ex-serving ADF families. For further information, get on the internet and
go to: www.kookaburrakids.org.au
DVA
Helen (Executive Assistant to the Deputy Commissioner Queensland) read a
presentation. I am not sure if this is good news or bad news, but DVA is
implementing a new program to “Reform and Redesign” their systems to become
“Veteran-Centric”. Now, I would have thought that their systems should be “VeteranCentric” any way but what’s in a name? Anyway, the budget is $166M (yep, that’s M
for million).
DVA has an on-line self-assessment tool whereby veterans can determine their
eligibility for a claim or assistance. Also, DVA will be working with Centrelink to
provide joint travelling information vehicles – a one-stop shop to visit regions.
But there is more, DVA intends to implement a call centre in early 2019 whereby
people can phone in and talk to someone (in Australia I was assured) about any
DVA issue. The system will operate like other call centres; a machine will guide you,
via your phone keypad, direct to the most appropriate person to provide advice.
There will be minimal waiting time, and if a delay is expected (“your call is important
to us, but all our operators are busy” you know how it goes) they will take your
number and call you back without you losing your place in the queue.
I will wait and see how it goes, but my immediate comment to Helen was: DVA
needs to implement some form of performance feedback loop to get information from
veterans, not bureaucrats, on how well the system is working.
November 11 is a very important date in the calendar of veteran
commemorations. During the Redcliffe commemoration ceremony,
Ned and I placed a wreath on behalf of Redcliffe TPI. Here is the
photo of our rogues, and their partners, on the day at Redcliffe.
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Members of our Redcliffe TPI Family also reported for duty at the Burpengary
Remembrance Day commemoration.

Remembrance day is all about commemorating those who gave their
all – some of whom we knew and some who went well before us. I
was reading about various things related to the 100 year anniversary
of the WW1 armistice and found a couple of photos of a moving
portrayal of veterans long past. These photos are of wire sculptures
that were placed in a UK cemetery to commemorate the anniversary.
They represent the ghosts of soldiers buried in that cemetery.

16

These ghostlike" sculptures of
soldiers who died in World War
One have been erected next to
their graves in a village cemetery.
The life-size figures of 11 men
have been placed in Slimbridge
churchyard in Gloucestershire.
Sculptor Jackie Lantelli created
them out of chicken wire to mark
the 100th anniversary of the end
of the war – very effective.
In November our ladies had a special morning tea at the Butcher,
Baker Coffee Maker Café in Woody Point. Unfortunately, I have
no forensic evidence about the event - I don’t know what was in
the jungle juice, but She who must be obeyed forgot to take a
photo for me! Also, I have been told that any information is on a
“need to know” basis, and as usual I don’t need to know. So that is all I can report
on this super secret symposium of supreme souls.
However, I do know something about our usual monthly BBQ at
Jamieson Park - and it so happens that I do have some forensic
evidence of that event (see below). There was quite a breeze (wind
actually) blowing early that day, but luckily our new side panels
provided much needed protection – and what a good buy they are –
easy to assemble, pull down and pack up.
And …………. thanks to these generous gentlemen gourmets we had a completely
competent crew on the BBQ.
We have four chef positions now, from the left:
onions, snags, eggs and steak.
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Now, you would be aware that we are in the final rundown of social events for the
year, and that we have two important events coming up. Beryl will have all the good
info for you at our December meeting, but here is a heads up.
The first event is our Christmas Party. It will be held at
the Redcliffe Dolphins Leagues Club on Saturday 8
December. Cost is $10 per person paid in advance.
There will be a buffet meal, a door prize, and a band
will provide music. Beryl will provide details for the
Secret Santa at the meeting – usual routine, male guests bring a present for a male,
and female guests bring a present for a female.
The second special event is our Christmas picnic it
won’t be a BBQ because we will not be cooking - our
meat selection will be cold Ham and chicken. The
location will be the usual BBQ place at Jamieson Park
Scarborough.
We won’t have a band, but we will have convivial
company, copous cammeraderie, fabulous fare, and
bountiful beverages to get you into a magical and mystical mood for a big bash
beside the Bay. See you there!!
OK, get your diary out!! We have our final Bunnings Sausage
Sizzle for the year on Monday 17 December 2018. It is getting
close to Christmas so this sizzle has potential to be quite
profitable.
Mick will have a volunteer list at our
December meeting, so pencil this date in
your diary and join us for your two-hour shift.
And, you have probably heard about the
commotion over where to serve the onions.
Although I will take my onions on top, we will
have to serve our customers with the onions on the bottom (above the bread but
under our superbly sizzled snag).

TPI Ted has been very quiet lately,
hanging around bright and beautiful
BrisVegas, shunning all publicity.
Never mind, I have managed to
obtain a before and after photo
from Ted’s family tree.
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Pete has begun his campaign to
save a small part of our planet whilst
earning a few quid for our TPI
Family.
Pete will bring special collection
bags to our BBQs from now on so, if
you use a can or a bottle at our BBQ,
put it in one of Pete’s bags.
The collection centres are very
particular as to what they will accept,
so please look at this notice to
ensure you only contribute the
correct material.
There are some surprising inclusions
and exclusions, but I don’t think our
BBQ will present any problems for
the recycling police. By the way, I
have been saving my soft drink cans
at home to make a contribution to
Pete’s effort.

In an idle moment, I thought I might ask our very own
pirate to enlighten me on some navigation history, and
this is what I learnt.
In naval vernacular, Port and starboard are common
nautical (and aeronautical) terms of orientation that deal
unambiguously with the structure of vessels (and aircraft).
Their structures are largely bilaterally symmetrical,
meaning they have mirror-image left and right halves if
divided long-ways down the middle.
There is a long history of how the terminology developed
and how it changed over the centuries. In short, the term
starboard derives from the Old English steorbord, meaning
the side on which the boat was steered.
Before boats had rudders on their centreline, they were
steered with a steering oar at the stern of the boat on the
right hand side of the boat, mainly because more people
are right-handed.
Since the steering oar was on the right side of the boat, when in port, the vessel
would tie up at the wharf on the other side (not to hinder steering). Hence the left
side was called port. So, there you have it landlubbers.
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With the “silly season” about to kick off, I want to conclude my final report for the
year with a couple of thoughts.
First, Australia has troops overseas who cannot be with their loved ones this
Christmas. Please take a moment and spare a thought for them and their families.
Second, I want to thank everyone in our Redcliffe TPI Family for your participation
and support throughout this year. We are a happy TPI family, we have had a good
year, and we are looking forward to another good year.

Have a Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous
New Year. Take care, look after yourselves and your
loved ones, and have an enjoyable and safe
festive season.
And remember: any ship can be a minesweeper, once.
Take care,

Phil
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Trivia Answers
1. Birth.
2. Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet,
Cupid, Donner, Blitzen and Rudolph.
3. A visit from St. Nicholas.
4. 1920’s.
5. Swan’s a-swimming.
6. Thomas Edison.
7. Maine.
8. It doesn’t mention a number. Okay so this
was a bit of a trick question. But it really
surprised me. The book of Matthew, the only
gospel to mention the wise men, doesn’t say
how many there were. It just says that they visited
the baby Jesus and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. People just
assume that there were three wise men because there were three gifts. But really
the author could have been talking about two or seven or fifty wise men.
9. KFC, Kentucky Fried Chicken.
10. Donald Duck.

1.
They are the remains of a snowman after the snow has
melted.
2.
He could see that the others were both marked, and that
they were laughing at him.
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