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DEPUTY PRESIDENT’S REPORT
We now ask the Member for Petrie to accept the position of Patron. For the past few years
our Patron has been Yvette D’Ath, and we thank Yvette for accepting the position and for her
assistance in obtaining our bus grants. As the Member for Petrie is now Luke Howarth - I
have approached Luke to be our Patron.
It has been a busy month socially. As well as our
usual free monthly BBQ, the ladies had a leisurely
lunch at the Pier Restaurant in Redcliffe, and a
number of us enjoyed an awesome day at the races
courtesy of the Sunshine Coast Turf Club (this photo
shows some of us at our tables on the Members’
Terrace). I didn’t notice any of us breaking the
bookie’s bank, but if you did, please let us know,
because the rest of us will be looking for some handy
tips next time.

We now have dates for Bunnings sausage sizzles in 2014. These are key fundraising activities
and a social occasion that only involves a 2 hour commitment. Rosters for particular dates in
2014 are not yet being prepared, but if you are able to assist at some stage in 2014 please
contact Secretary Mick and tell him the good news.

Social
Guru
Garry has a
trip planned
for Stradbroke
Island
in
November.
The last time
we went to
Straddie we
had
a
tremendous time, a luscious lunch, saw some spectacular scenery and, as you can see from
these photos, we ran across an interesting repair job on a boat launcher (I didn’t know
RAEME had a workshop on Straddie). Should be another great day!
And finally, remember to attend our AGM and GM on 4 November 2013.

Cheers, Phil
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DATES TO REMEMBER
04 NOVEMBER 2013

MONTHLY MEETING REDCLIFFE BRIDGE CLUB
CLUB)

(OLD BOWLS

08.30 A.M. FOR 09.00 A.M. START. FOLLOWED BY OUR AGM.
08 NOVEMBER 2013

MONTHLY BBQ AT JAMIESON PARK SCARBOROUGH 10.30 FOR
11.30

11 NOVEMBER 2013

REMEMBRANCE DAY 11.00 A.M. LEST WE FORGET.

20 NOVEMBER 2013

STRADBROKE ISLAND PROPOSED TRIP.

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS

CAROL FRASER

GUS FRASER

JOHN CLARKSON

BERYL NEILL

PADDY NEILL

Our Welfare Officers live in the following areas for your information. Please contact the Officer
closest to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so wish.

ALBANY CREEK

BURPENGARY

NARANGBA

Carol Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Gus Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Paddy Neill

07 5428 7853

Beryl Neill

07 5428 7853

John Clarkson

07 3385 6176

0427 570 723

You can get further with a nice word and a gun than you can with a
kind word alone. Al Capone.
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Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.
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Prince Harry visits Special Air Service Regiment

Sunday 6 October 2013, His Royal Highness Prince Henry of Wales visited the Special Air
Service Regiment (SASR) at its home base at Campbell Barracks in Perth where he met
past and present members of the unit, toured the base and honoured fallen members at the
Garden of Reflection.
Accompanied by the Prime Minister of Australia, The Hon Tony Abbott MP, the Commanding Officer of the SASR and
the Regimental Sergeant Major of the SASR, Prince Harry joined the families of fallen SASR members killed on
operations or in training, to lay wreaths in their memory.
Prince Harry also met with members of the extended Regimental family including the SAS Resources Fund, the SAS
Association, the SAS Historical Foundation and the SAS Auxiliary, all of which provide critical support to the unit and
its members.
Commanding Officer of the SASR, Lieutenant Colonel G (identity protected) said the visit from Prince Harry was both
an honour and a privilege.
“It has been 10 years since Prince Harry last visited Australia and we are humbled and grateful that he has made the
time to join us,” Lieutenant Colonel G said.
“Prince Harry knows what it means to serve his nation on operations and most importantly what it means to the
families of those serving.
"Today's visit by His Royal Highness and the Prime Minister represents a unique opportunity to recognise the
broader SAS Regimental family that provides the back up and support at home.
“Families play a critical role for those serving in the SASR and indeed the whole of the ADF, and we are thankful that
the families of some of our serving, former and fallen members were able to be here today.”
Following the laying of wreaths, His Royal Highness went on a short tour of the Barracks where he spoke to unit
members and instructors about accelerated learning initiatives and advanced training techniques, before sharing
lunch with unit members, their families and representatives of the extended SASR family.
Prince Harry was also accompanied at lunch by the Governor of Western Australia, His Excellency Malcolm
McCusker, AC, CVO, QC.
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The Red Poppy
The Red Poppy has special significance
for Australians and is worn on
Remembrance Day each year.
Why a red poppy?
Canadian Colonel John McCrae first described the
Red Poppy, the Flanders’ poppy, as the flower of
remembrance.
Whilst serving in the First World War, one death in particular affected the then Major McCrae. A
young friend and former student, Lieutenant Alexis Helmer of Ottawa, was killed on 2 May. He was
buried in the cemetery outside McCrae's dressing station, and McCrae had performed the funeral
ceremony in the absence of the chaplain.
McCrae vented his anguish by composing a poem. At the second battle of Ypres in 1915, when in
charge of a small first-aid post, he wrote in pencil on a page from his despatch book, a poem that has
come to be known as 'Flanders' Field' which described the poppies that marked the graves of soldiers
killed fighting for their country.
What is the significance for Australians?
The Red Poppy has special significance for Australians.
Worn on Remembrance Day (11 November) each year, the red poppies were among the first to
flower in the devastated battlefields of northern France and Belgium in the First World War. In
soldiers’ folklore, the vivid red of the poppy came from the blood of their comrades soaking the
ground.
In England in 1919, the British Legion sought an emblem that would honour the dead and help the
living. The Red Poppy was adopted as that emblem and since then has been accepted as the
Emblem of Remembrance.
The League adopted the idea in 1921, announcing:
"The Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of Australia and other Returned Soldiers
Organisations throughout the British Empire and Allied Countries have passed resolutions at their
international conventions to recognise the Poppy of Flanders' Fields as the international memorial
flower to be worn on the anniversary of Armistice Day.”
Australians wear a Red Poppy on Remembrance Day for three reasons. Firstly, in memory of the
sacred dead who rest in Flanders’ Fields. Secondly, to keep alive the memories of the sacred cause
for which they laid down their lives; and thirdly, as a bond of esteem and affection between the
soldiers of all Allied nations and in respect for France, our common battleground.
Today, cloth poppies are sold on, or around, 11 November each year. They are an exact replica in
size and colour of the poppies that bloom in Flanders’ Fields. The RSL sells millions of red cloth
poppies with proceeds going towards raising funds for welfare work.
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485 Gympie Road KEDRON
QLD’S NUMBER ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP
IN 2011

YOUR NEW CAR TPi SALES REPRESENTATIVE

STEVE
(07) 3632 3400

HORNE
or
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0414 637 037

Australian Army
Awarded the Victoria Cross for Australia
Corporal Benjamin Roberts-Smith, VC, MG
Citation
For the most conspicuous gallantry in action in circumstances of extreme peril as
Patrol Second-in-Command, Special Operations Task Group on Operation
SLIPPER.

Corporal Benjamin Roberts-Smith enlisted in the Australian Regular Army in 1996. After completing the requisite
courses, he was posted the 3rd Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment where he saw active service in East Timor.
In January 2003, he successfully completed the Australian Special Air Service Regiment Selection Course.
During his tenure with the Regiment, he deployed on Operation VALIANT, SLATE, SLIPPER, CATALYST and SLIPPER II.
Corporal Benjamin Roberts-Smith was awarded the Medal for Gallantry for his actions in Afghanistan in 2006.
On the 11th June 2010, a troop of the Special Operations Task Group conducted a helicopter assault into Tizak,
Kandahar Province, in order to capture or kill a senior Taliban commander.
Immediately upon the helicopter insertion, the troop was engaged by machine gun and rocket propelled grenade fire
from multiple, dominating positions. Two soldiers were wounded in action and the troop was pinned down by fire
from three machine guns in an elevated fortified position to the south of the village. Under the cover of close air
support, suppressive small arms and machine gun fire, Corporal Roberts-Smith and his patrol manoeuvred to within
70 metres of the enemy position in order to neutralise the enemy machine gun positions and regain the initiative.
Upon commencement of the assault, the patrol drew very heavy, intense, effective and sustained fire from the
enemy position. Corporal Roberts-Smith and his patrol members fought towards the enemy position until, at a range
of 40 metres, the weight of fire prevented further movement forward. At this point, he identified the opportunity to
exploit some cover provided by a small structure.
As he approached the structure, Corporal Roberts-Smith identified an insurgent grenadier in the throes of engaging
his patrol. Corporal Roberts-Smith instinctively engaged the insurgent at point-blank range resulting in the death of
the insurgent. With the members of his patrol still pinned down by the three enemy machine gun positions, he
exposed his own position in order to draw fire away from his patrol, which enabled them to bring fire to bear against
the enemy. His actions enabled his Patrol Commander to throw a grenade and silence one of the machine guns.
Seizing the advantage, and demonstrating extreme devotion to duty and the most conspicuous gallantry, Corporal
Roberts-Smith, with a total disregard for his own safety, stormed the enemy position killing the two remaining
machine gunners.
His act of valour enabled his patrol to break-in to the enemy position and to lift the weight of fire from the
remainder of the troop who had been pinned down by the machine gun fire. On seizing the fortified gun position,
Corporal Roberts-Smith then took the initiative again and continued to assault enemy positions in depth during
which he and another patrol member engaged and killed further enemy. His acts of selfless valour directly enabled
his troop to go on and clear the village of Tizak of Taliban. This decisive engagement subsequently caused the
remainder of the Taliban in Shah Wali Kot District to retreat from the area.
Corporal Roberts-Smith’s most conspicuous gallantry in a circumstance of extreme peril was instrumental to the
seizure of the initiative and the success of the troop against a numerically superior enemy force. His valour was an
inspiration to the soldiers with whom he fought alongside and is in keeping with the finest traditions of the
Australian Army and the Australian Defence Force.

12

Victoria Cross recipient, Corporal Ben Roberts-Smith, VC, MG has today announced that after 17 years of service
with the Australian Regular Army, he is transferring to the Army Reserve.
Corporal Roberts-Smith, of the Special Air Service Regiment (SASR), made the decision to transfer to the Army Reserve to focus
on further education, and will commence a Master of Business Administration part-time at the University of Queensland in
2014.
“It has been a great honour to serve my country for the last 17 years,” Corporal Roberts-Smith said.
“I have been extremely privileged to serve alongside some of the best men and woman in Australia.
“My time within the Special Air Service Regiment has been the highlight of my military career and I will always look back on my
service without regret, and proud to be able to count myself among their number.”
“Having been fortunate enough to achieve my goals within Defence, I have decided that now is the right time to pursue other
opportunities including further education, which is something I have always been keen to do.
“I look forward to continuing to serve in the Army Reserve and to supporting our servicemen and women, their families and the
wider Defence community.
“I would like to thank the Army and the Australian Defence Force for the opportunities this career has given me; and the
Australian public for their support over the past few years.
“Most of all I would like to thank my wife Emma and our daughters Eve and Elizabeth; none of the experiences I have had would
have been possible without their support.”
Corporal Roberts-Smith, the 98th Australian recipient of the Victoria Cross, will continue to undertake representational duties at
official events, however will scale back these commitments to concentrate on his degree and to establish a civilian career.
The Chief of Army, Lieutenant General David Morrison, AO, today thanked Corporal Roberts-Smith for his 17 years service in the
Regular Army.
“Ben represents the best of the Australian soldier and has been a wonderful ambassador for the Australian Army,” Lieutenant
General Morrison said.
“He has been a significant part of Army’s contemporary history and since being awarded the Victoria Cross in 2011, is the ADF’s
most highly decorated serving member.
“Although he is leaving the Regular Army, Ben will always be part of the Army family and we look forward to his continued
service in representational duties as a Victoria Cross recipient.
“The skills Ben will gain through civilian education and work interests will ultimately benefit himself, his family, the Army and the
Australian community.
“On behalf of the Army, I thank Ben for his service, and his wife Emma and daughters Eve and Elizabeth for their support.”
Commanding Officer of the SASR, Lieutenant Colonel G (identity protected), said Corporal Roberts-Smith’s service reflected his
commitment to the SASR.
"Corporal Ben Roberts-Smith has made a significant contribution to SASR capability since his selection in 2003,” Lieutenant
Colonel G said.
“For almost a decade he has faithfully served his country and the SASR in a period of continuous and unprecedented operational
tempo.
"His awards for valour in Afghanistan are testament to his fierce determination and his absolute commitment to the profession
of arms, in keeping with the SASR Ethos that all Regimental members uphold.
“On behalf of the unit, the Regimental Sergeant Major and I wish Ben, Emma and the girls all the best, as the family embarks on
the next stage of life."
Corporal Roberts-Smith will continue to support the Defence community through a range of charitable roles including as
Ambassador for the Special Air Service Resources Fund, Patron of the Australian Defence Force Theatre Project and Ambassador
for the White Cloud Foundation.
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OLD FART PRIDE
I never really liked the terminology "Old Farts" but this makes me feel better about
it. And if you ain't one, I bet ya you know one !
I got this from an "Old Fart" friend of mine !
I'm passing this on as I did not want to be the only old fart receiving it. Actually, it's
not a bad thing to be called, as you will see.








 Old Farts are easy to spot at sporting events; during the playing of the National
Anthem. Old Farts remove their caps and stand at attention and sing without
embarrassment. They know the words and believe in them.
Old Farts remember World War II, Pearl Harbour, Guadalcanal, Normandy and Hitler. They
remember the Atomic Age, the Korean War, The Cold War, the Jet Age and the Moon Landing.
They remember the 50 plus Peacekeeping Missions from 1945 to 2005, not to mention Vietnam.
If you bump into an Old Fart on the sidewalk he will apologize. If you pass an Old Fart on the
street, he will nod or tip his cap to a lady. Old Farts trust strangers and are courtly to women.
Old Farts hold the door for the next person and always, when walking, make certain the lady is on
the inside for protection.
Old Farts get embarrassed if someone curses in front of women and children and they don't like
any filth or dirty language on TV or in movies.
Old Farts have moral courage and personal integrity. They seldom brag unless it's about their
children or grandchildren.

It's the Old Farts who know our great country is protected, not by politicians, but by the young men and
women in the military serving their country.
This country needs Old Farts with their work ethic, sense of responsibility, pride in their country and
decent values.
We need them now more than ever.
Thank God for Old Farts !
I was taught to respect my elders. It's just getting harder to find them.

15

16

