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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
We had a big roll up to our April meeting, especially considering it was on the end of
the Easter long weekend. In relation to the resolution on Associate Membership,
there was one “no” proxy vote and two “yes” proxy votes, and I am pleased to report
that members present at the meeting voted unanimously in favour of the resolution.
This will now make it easier for us to provide social and welfare support for veterans
returning from recent conflicts.
At the April meeting John Clarkson mentioned that
there had been no definitive answer from enquiries he
had made to the state bureaucracy as to “how and
when we should renew our TPI Travel Pass”.
I have been in touch with my local state MP outlining
our concern. I have been advised that the department
of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) will write to pass holders before the expiry date
on their pass advising them of the renewal process, and will provide the appropriate
renewal form. TMR is still working through the detail of the process and my local MP
is liaising with TMR regarding our concerns. When I have been informed of the
outcome, I will pass that information on to members.
By now you would know that JD has decided to take his leave from the Committee.
We thank John for his efforts in setting up our social calendar for the year and for
arranging our events to date. We hope he recovers to better health as soon as
possible. Beryl Neill will take over the role of Social Director.
On 8 April we boarded a bus and went to see Wicked at the Lyric Theatre
South Brisbane. My granddaughter had seen it a just few weeks previous
and did not stop talking about it for several days so I was looking forward to
a good show, and I was not disappointed. I didn’t manage to catch
everyone together, but here are some of the ladies relaxing while a couple
of the boys (Pedro and Paddy) furiously foraged for some fast food.
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On the evening of 17 April our group had dinner at Swiss and Beyond
(Burpengary). Diane and I had family visiting from Canberra, so I don’t
have any photos to share, but I am reliably informed that the company
was good and the food was as predicted (fabulous and super-sized).
On Friday 10 April we had a good turnout for our BBQ - fantastic
weather and great company.
Peter Jones (TPI) was visiting from the Gold Coast, and it didn’t
take long for Peter and Martin Foster to hit it off (both are ex
army aviation). You are welcome to visit anytime Peter.

I especially want to thank our chefs who stepped up to the plate to do some sizzling
on the day - their cooking was first class.
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We had two sausage sizzles on consecutive days at Bunnings
(19 and 20 April). Last month we asked for some additional
volunteers so the usual crew didn’t have to work both days,
and we had a good response. Thanks to all our volunteer
sizzlers (some new to the game and some old hands) who gave up their precious
time on a steamy Sunday and a wet Monday to help out.

We continued with our Wednesday night raffles at the Redcliffe
RSL, and one night we had a visit from Ted and Corinne. It
turns out Ted spent some time in Bronte just one street behind
where I grew up (a few years apart of course). Both of us swam
at Bronte beach and went to Clovelly Primary School. Also, as it
turns out, Secretary Mick lived in Bronte at one time when he
was in the Army. It is amazing what you can discover when you are chatting away
on the raffle team – why not volunteer for the roster? Come along and see what you
can learn in two hours on a Wednesday night.
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We have a lunch at the Woodford Village Hotel Motel on
Saturday 9 May. The event is a joint lunch with Caboolture
VVAA to celebrate “Mother’s Day” (and Grandmother’s
Day?) It is a self-drive event (no bus provided), which will
give members an opportunity to arrive early, stay late, or
even stay overnight to explore the place.
You would know of course that Woodford's main claim to fame is the Woodford Folk
Festival, which is held in the town each December, but did you know that Woodford
was one of the principal locations for the low-budget horror film, Undead?
And now for a little bit of history - in 1841 Durundur station was established along the
Stanley River, near where Woodford now stands. After the lease of Durundur
expired in 1878, some of the land was thrown open for selection, and a fellow by the
name of Yates took possession of his selected portion and built a hotel near a ford
across the river. The hotel, and the town which developed around it, became known
unofficially as Yatesville.
With the introduction of a regular mail service, the town had to have an official name,
so a meeting was called and “McConnel” was decided in honour of the senior partner
of Durundur Station. But the Postmaster General would not accept that name, so
another meeting was held and the town was called “Woodford” in honour of the
junior partner Mr H.C. Wood, and in recognition of the importance to the community
of the ford across the river (politics at work?).
Also, did you know that on 6 Nov
1931 in a match against NSW at the
recently opened Brisbane Cricket
Ground, an aboriginal bowler (Eddie
Gilbert) dismissed opener Wendell
Bill for a duck with his first ball?
The next batsman was Don
Bradman (at the time, the best
batsman in the world) and the next
delivery was so quick that it literally
knocked the bat from his hands. Bradman was caught behind by wicket-keeper Len
Waterman for a third ball duck (photo). I mention this story because Eddie Gilbert
was born on Durundur station 1 Aug 1905.
As you would know we have provided a local card with the contact
phone numbers of our Welfare Team. The cards are updated
annually and are for you, your partner and/or your family to keep
handy (wallet, purse, whatever) in case you need welfare assistance or advice.
Don’t hesitate to ask for some – we have a good supply.
We have recently produced another more general card
that you may carry and give to others who ask where
they can join a TPI group. I have been using these cards
lately, and you may have as many as you like.
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In my previous report I gave a short run down on the aftermath of
the 4 Corners program on military PTSD. Well, it may be
coincidence, and then again it may not, but since then there has
been an outbreak of activity. For example, I mentioned in my
previous report that the 5 senior ADF Chiefs had issued a joint
statement on PTSD, and that a Senate Inquiry has been initiated into military
suicides. Since then I have become aware of the following:
•

The VCDF has issued a memo on a Military and Veteran Research Study Roll,
inviting current and former ADF members to participate in a “Transition and
Wellbeing Research Program”. The Research Roll (of potential participants) will
contain up-to-date contact details of serving and former members of the ADF.
Note: Although the VCDF says he “would like to invite” participation, the default
option is that contact details will be placed on the roll unless the person opts out.

•

The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs has launched the Phoenix Australia Centre For
Posttraumatic Mental Health. This is a new name for a current program that will,
among other things, continue providing advice to the ADF and DVA on the
treatment of PTSD and related issues. The program is based in Adelaide
University and has the support of MAJGEN Mark Kelly, former Commander
MEAO (see page 4 of the latest Vet Affairs for the full story).
Note: I expect there will be increased research into transition to civilian life and
the treatment of PTSD. It looks like the Research Study Roll will be used to
select participants for longitudinal studies (a longitudinal research study involves
repeated observations of the same variables over a long period of time – for
example ADF members before, during and after transition to civie street).

•

DVA has produced a new mobile phone app to help current and former ADF
members “manage stress and build their psychological resilience”. It is available
for free download from both IOS and Android app stores.

• The ADF is preparing for a surge in members seeking help with stress and
anxiety, with its research showing one in five have suffered a mental health issue
in the previous 12 months (The Australian 24 April).
•

DVA has stated that it has no idea how many of our veterans are homeless and
living on the streets (Sydney Morning Herald 25 April).

•

In December this year Air Commodore Tracy Smart will be
promoted to Air Vice Marshall and will then become the new
Commander Joint Health Command and Surgeon-General
ADF, replacing Rear Admiral Robyn Walker.
Note: I will be interested to see what Tracy Smart’s attitude will
be to PTSD, suicide and homelessness among current and
former members of the ADF and the effect on families.

Perhaps things are moving for the better now? We shall see.
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Along with the rest of Australia, we commemorated the
100th anniversary of Anzac Day
Here are a couple of photos from the Redcliffe RSL
Dawn Service on Anzac Day. Yes, there was a big
crowd (about 20,000).

Ralph Stewart and his great granddaughter Taaliyah
placed a wreath on our behalf at the Redcliffe
ceremony - we continue to bridge the generation
gap. Thank you both for a great family effort on a
very special day.
Anzac Day was also a special day for the Redcliffe
PVA group with the official unveiling of the PVA quilt
at the st + baker + studio and gallery Mon Komo
complex Redcliffe.
A good crowd of visitors was in attendance including
a fair sprinkling of TPIs and their partners in support.
Special guests included Yvette D’Ath (State MP),
Luke Howarth (Federal MP) and Jim Houghton
(Morteon Bay Regional Council).
There were two guest speakers at the
quilt event: Karen Young from the
Military Service PTSD Program at the
Toowong Hospital; and Anne Kerr, coauthor of Operation Green Heart, an
illustrated children’s book on PTSD.
Both guest speakers had wise words of
explanation about PTSD as well as some
encouragement for the families of
veterans.
The quilt will be on display along with
some commentary at our May meeting.
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Our TPI Federation has been meeting with DFWA and ADSO to increase
the pressure for fairer pension indexation not only for veterans but also for
ordinary pensioners. They have issued a joint press release, and recent
newspaper articles, including in The Age and Canberra Times, highlight
their latest effort. Now the RSL has come on board to assist. If you have
access to the Internet, you can see the article from The Age posted on
Facebook, or on line at: http://www.theage.com.au/federal-politics/-1mpzj4.html
In a previous report I mentioned that one of our younger veterans (Macca) was going
on a kayak paddle across Bass Straight (Tasmania to Victoria) with Mates4Mates.
Well, I am very pleased to let you know that they all made it across safe and sound.
This particular crossing is called the “Everest of the Sea”, and here is a photo of the
boys out on the ocean - well done Macca, and also your mates.

And finally, before we move on from Anzac Day and what it
signifies, I have a message for our younger veterans. We
older vets are proud of what you have achieved. You have
fulfilled your obligation to our nation. We embrace you and
your families, and you are now an integral part of our
Redcllffe TPI family.
I hope I will see as many members as possible at our next General Meeting and then
of course at our Jamieson Park BBQ.
And remember, be selective in your inter-personal battles, sometimes peace is better
than right.
Cheers everyone, and take care.

Phil
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DATES TO REMEMBER
04 MAY 2015

Monthly Meeting

Redcliffe Bridge Club

(old bowls club)

09.00 a.m. for 09.30 a.m. Start.
07 MAY 2015

PVA Meeting 10.00 for 10.30 at Redcliffe RSL Meeting Room.

08 MAY 2015

BBQ at Jamieson Park, Scarborough 10.30 for 11.30 lunch.

09 MAY2015

Lunch at Woodford Hotel.

INTRODUCING OUR WELFARE OFFICERS

Carol

Gus

John

Beryl

Paddy

Anna

George

Charmaine

Our Welfare Officers live in the following areas for your information. Please contact the Officer closest
to your address if help needed or contact the Officer of your choice if you so wish.
ALBANY CREEK

Carol Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Gus Fraser

07 3264 1797

0427 174 469

Paddy Neill

07 5428 7853

0488 237 799

Beryl Neill

07 5428 7853

NARANGBA

John Clarkson

07 3385 6176

KURWONGBAH

Anna Douglas

Ningi/Bribie Island

Charmaine Roberts

BURPENGARY

0427 570 723
0407 747 621

07 5429 5805

0419 779 012

/Caboolture and
Morayfield
REDCLIFFE

George Williamson

0413 103 608

ADVOCACY OFFICER
John Smith from Caboolture Vietnam Veterans Sub Branch is a Level 3 Advocacy Officer who has
kindly offered his services to our members. He may be contacted on: 07 3888 7001
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Keith Payne VC, OAM

As each of us shares our #DiggersTribute to those past we mustn't forget the suffering of
our current veterans. Keith Payne VC, OAM throws down the gauntlet as he calls for
Australians to do more for the current generation of veterans struggling with the after
effects of service:
The Centenary of Anzac has created a growing awareness of the issues facing
today's diggers and what can be done to ease the plight of young men and women
who are impacted by service to our country.
Australia's oldest living Victoria Cross recipient and outspoken advocate for veterans
across all services, Keith Payne, believes he has an initiative that will help reduce
the risks many who have been impacted by PTSD face in the first 18 months as they
transition from service to civilian life.
Mr Payne, who turned 81 years of age last year, wants service men and women
being discharged with post-traumatic stress to stay in-service till 2400 hours on the
day that their claims for support with the Department of Veterans Affairs are finalised
to avoid people falling into hard times and potential suicide.
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He says the uncertainty between discharge and finalisation of claims for medical
support, pensions or other assistance can add untold pressures to ex-servicemen
and women and their families, and was a time when people find themselves in
financial and emotional difficulties.
"Basically this is Defence and DVA working closely together so that all people who
have a claim going (with DVA) remain in the military; are paid by the military; and
their claims are completely processed before they leave the military, so that they
don't go onto DVA's books and wait for 18 months fighting for their claims," Mr Payne
said. "They remain in the military and at 2400hours they take off the uniform because
all the claims are completed - everything is completed. Then they go onto DVA's
books."
Click below to read more and add your Diggers Tribute to the growing chorus of
support:

Read More & Add Your #DiggersTribute

Support Soldier On:
We are supporting the Centenary of Anzac and
helping raise funds to support today’s
veterans. Through the Australia in the Great
War collections we’ve helped raise $250,000
for Soldier On and its work with modern-day
diggers who have been wounded – physically
and emotionally – serving our country. This is
a great result that we can all be proud of and
we hope to help double this donation by the
centenary of Armistice in 2018.
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Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au
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ANZAC DAY AT KEPEZ
We were up before 5.00 a.m. to see the broadcast from Canberra in the theatre aboard the Celebrity
Constellation. On deck by 7.30 a.m. in view of Anzac Cove. A very moving Ceremony, seemed all
people on board were there.
Nothing was forgotten, Hymns, The Last Post and a Haka followed by a Gunfire Breakfast. It was a
freezing cold dawn. A lot if the passengers were wrapped in blankets.
At 9.30 a.m. we were cruising down the Dardanelles past Cape Hellis and memorials to the Turkish,
British and Australians.
We were escorted by 2 Turkish Naval Vessels. We docked in Kepez (Cannacalle) Turkey after what
seemed a very long day we took to our beds. However, the young Aussies on the ship docked next to
us must have belonged to the Choirs from the Anzac Ceremony. They broke into joyous singing well
into the night; Waltzing Matilda, Advance Australia Fair and anything Australian.
Their voices could be heard clearly across the water as their ship pulled away from the dock late at
night. I swear that those splendid Aussie songs were heard by the Spirits of our ancestors in their
lonely graves nearby. Lest We Forget.
Jean Newman
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER
Trivia Questions (Arts and Literature) May 2015
1.

Which character is “a mischievous boy who can fly and never grows up, who created him, and
when?

2.

Who painted the Mona Lisa?

3.

What book about little creatures was Roald Dahl’s first work for children?

4.

What did J.R.R Tolkien start to write as a sequel to The Hobbit?

5.

What orchestral instrument consists of skin stretched over a large bowl commonly made of copper?

6.

What musical features the song Edelweiss, the last song written by Oscar Hammerstein before his
death?

7.

Which nursery rhyme character was warned that the cow was in the corn?

8.

What is the name of the bushranger in the novel Robbery Under Arms?

9.

Who made the “One Ring” in the Lord of the Rings?

10.

What nationality is the girl rescued by Phineas Fogg in Around the World in Eighty Days?
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Media Release

Partners of Veterans, Uncovered
Art Project Shares the Journey of Partners of Veterans.

Redcliffe is home to a local branch of the Partners of Veterans Association of Australia Qld. Branch Inc. (P.V.A. QLD
Inc.) Redcliffe Support Group, who have embarked on a bold art project aimed at uncovering an untold story. This
initiative aims to share a spectrum of experiences and stories in a collaborative quilt project. Intimate and personal
journeys are uncovered through this shared project.

The display quilt highlights the stories and experiences of partners of veterans and the families of all current and
former Australian Defence Force (ADF) members and their Allies. In Queensland alone there are 33 P.V.A. QLD Inc.
Partners of Veterans support groups – all part of the national network of the Partners of Veterans Association of
Australia Inc.
"With a Moreton Bay Regional Council and QLD Government ‘Regional Arts Development Fund’ grant, we have been
able to embark on this project within our support group." says Anna Douglas - Project coordinator.
Anna Douglas says the journey of the partners of veterans can be difficult.
“The partners of veterans are a remarkable group of people, who for the most part, go quietly about the business of
supporting their families and partners - often in the face of profound adversity. The support group enjoys doing things
together and the art quilt project creates something, visual and tangible which tells this important story”
Creation of the display quilt by the Partners of Veterans Association of Australia QLD Branch Inc. Redcliffe Support
Group will be completed for the 100th anniversary of the landing at Gallipoli in April 2015.
The partners of veterans are often the glue holding the family together, and P.V.A. QLD Inc. exists to support the
people who support families sometimes in the face of great loss, PTSD, disability and isolation. The story is one of
great hope - a volunteer organisation that exists to support each other. The P.V.A. QLD Inc. is open to all persons
who are partners, ex-partners or widow/ers of all current and former Australian Defence Force (ADF) members and
their Allies.
The Partners of Veterans Uncovered quilt exhibit will be touring April – December 2015, with st + baker + studio and
gallery at Mon Komo Hotel Redcliffe hosting the unveiling on April 25. A full schedule is available from the P.V.A.
Australia Inc. website www.pva.org.au. Ring the PVA Helpline 1300 553 835 to connect to a local support group near
you to donate, or find out more about the project.
For access to a digital version of this media release and other related materials, please visit
http://tinyurl.com/UncoveredMediaRelease.

ENDS ___
MEDIA ENQUIRIES:
Contact Anna Douglas M: 0407 747 621
Email redcliffepva@gmail.com

The Regional Arts Development Fund is a Queensland Government and Moreton Bay Regional Council partnership to support local arts and culture.
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RIO

CERATO HATCH

KOUP

SOUL

RONDO 7seater

GRAND CARNIVAL

SPORTAGE

CERATO SEDAN

OPTIMA

SORENTO 4WD

PRO-CEED HOT HATCH

485 Gympie Road KEDRON, QLD’S NUMBER
ONE SELLING KIA DEALERSHIP for 2013, Your New Car TPi Sales
Representative is
STEVE HORNE

Phone - (07) 3634 3371 or 0414 637 037
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PHIL HAY’S TRIVIA CORNER

Trivia Answers
1. Peter Pan, J.M Barrie, (a Scottish novelist), 1902.
2. Leonardo da Vinci.
3. The Gremlins.
4. The Lord of the Rings.
5. Timpani.
6. The Sound of Music.
7. Little Boy Blue.
8. Captain Starlight.
9. Dark Lord Sauron.
10. Indian.
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Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.
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Military recruits lured from overseas


ALEX WHITE HERALD SUN DECEMBER 28, 2014

Commonwealth countries are a valuable source for well-trained soldiers.

AUSTRALIA is beefing up its defence force by luring top soldier recruits from overseas.
Snipers, intelligence officers and high-ranking pilots are among the international military personnel whose citizenship has been
fast-tracked to get them into Australian ranks.
More than 135 members have been hired from overseas since June 2012 with a further 36 currently transitioning. In previous
years, the ADF has spent up to $200,000 in cash bonuses and relocation fees to attract the cream of the military crop
But Australia Defence Association executive director Neil James defended the cost.
“It actually saves money because we don’t have to train people up, but most of all, it saves time,’’ he said. “Snipers are as rare as
hen’s teeth and it takes 15 years to train a major. The idea that we can walk out and grab one off the street is a bit naive. We
don’t have the expertise so we import it and there is an attraction for recruiting among the Commonwealth armies because we
have similar tactics.’’
Recruits have been snapped up from countries including England, Germany, Canada, America, Poland and New Zealand.
Hundreds of internationals are serving in Australia, lured by the promise of better pay, entitlements and the Australian lifestyle.
Positions filled include an underwater combat officer, a lieutenant caterer, a captain chaplain, military police and investigators
A Defence Department spokesman said: “The Australian army laterally recruits personnel from overseas who have strong
military experience in trades where the Australian army has vacancies. Applicants must satisfy normal Australian permanent
citizenship conditions and must complete a series of selection requirements,” the spokesman said.
alex.white@news.com.au
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