
October 2021
REDCLIFFE T.P.I SUB-BRANCH NEWSLETTERREDCLIFFE T.P.I SUB-BRANCH NEWSLETTERREDCLIFFE T.P.I SUB-BRANCH NEWSLETTER

RAAF
ARMY

NAVY

LEST WE FORGETLEST WE FORGETLEST WE FORGET

Vol  No 23Vol  No 23Vol  No 23



3                  Committee Members & contact details
4                  Torque Honda our Motor Car sponsor with deals
5                  Editors Page -  A thankyou and acknowledgement to a member         
6 -13           Presidents Report - 
14               Members smart approaches & Mis-Fortune Tellers
15               Sponsor  -   Traditional Funerals                    
16               RAP sheet, Secretary ditto’s  and Treasurer Report 
17               Touch of humour  & true reality it happened - Ruddy Spin Doctors 
18               An Aussie Poem
19-20         Air Force Assoc- Contesting Anzac Day & Com Super/Gold Card
21               Your Comfort Shoes - your DVA feet specialist who can get shoes                      
22               CENTREFOLD  PIN UP TEAM -  6 Pac Mike & his Poster Girl Faye
23               The Comment French Submarine Contract and Frogs tantrums  
24               How do you decide who to marry - Kids replies to questions                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
25-30         The Western Front ...... Continued .... Part 2 
31               Humour clips  and Joke
32               Redcliffe TPI Lawn Bowls team aquit themselves at Narangba
33               One of our own Lady cook recipe how to cook Turkey with Wine
34               Our Feel Better Sponsor - Scarborough Physio & Health
35-36         A bit of reflection for the FROGS
37               The Oil Patch Warriors of WW11 
38               Members and their wise info skits
39-41         Get involved October is Queenslands first Seniors Month 
42               Survivor Bias - Did you RAAF guy’s hear or know of it
43               Members Questionaire - form for each member please
44               Calendar & Date claimer for upcoming events/activities  
 
     

Disclaimer: The contents of this newsletter are not necessarily the 
views of the Redcliffe TPI Sub-Branch, the Editor or the 

TPI Association unless otherwise clearly stated. 

Anyone finding the  humour or jokes within not as they’re meant “Just Jokes”  Please try Anyone finding the  humour or jokes within not as they’re meant “Just Jokes”  Please try 
reading the humor sections with your Eyes Tightly  Closed It definately helpsreading the humor sections with your Eyes Tightly  Closed It definately helps

Nothing within is intended to be racist, discriminatory or offensive to anyone they are merelyNothing within is intended to be racist, discriminatory or offensive to anyone they are merely
old fashioned humor  our apology to anyone finding the contents otherwise.old fashioned humor  our apology to anyone finding the contents otherwise.

Anyone finding the  humour or jokes within not as they’re meant “Just Jokes”  Please try 
reading the humor sections with your Eyes Tightly  Closed It definately helps

Nothing within is intended to be racist, discriminatory or offensive to anyone they are merely
old fashioned humor  our apology to anyone finding the contents otherwise. 2

Monthly Meetings are held on the first Monday of each Month
these are followed by the Monthly BBQ/Picnics held on the  
Fridays following the first Monday  Meeting of each month

 
Meetings start at: 10am at The Club, Cnr Bailey & Bayview Deception Bay

BBQ’s are from 8am at:  Jamieson Park Scarborough BYO CHAIR
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THE EDITORS PAGE

RAE
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Just recently I had the pleasure of receiving a completed member
update form by email from a members partner during a time 
where the member and partner were going through a very trying
and taxing time with medical issues en compassing real  life 
threatening  consequences.

The Partner took the time to complete the form and send it in also 
the time to offer her comments on the committees good work and
some feed back on their enjoyment reading the Commscord.

It gives us on committee a good feeling when we get these positive
feedbacks as it is not that often because we tend to get the negative
feeds and complaints quite noticeably with no constructive 
comments how they would like us to address their gripes.

To the wonderful member who sent the email and feedback I and
the committee thank you for your kind words and positive 
feedback and we all on committee wish the very best recovery 
to a healthy and fitter life after your ordeal of recent time.

Everyone Please stay positive in your approach to medical issues 
and act swiftly to any early signs of ill health no matter how small 
you think it may be, the sooner issues are addressed the faster and 
far less invasive is the treatment.

Members we only have 39% of completed update forms completed
that is well under the Qld 64% Covit Vaccination for Qld, and you 
don't have to get any needles, wait in any Que’s and I can’t think of 
any reason you would want to protest on anti-information supply,

com’on peoples don't wait!!  complete the form  before 
your left off the communication list please hand it in
From Monday 1st Nov I will only use the new updated
register

Cheers to all



President’s	Report

 
It was good to get the gang back together for our September meeting.  Almost 60 in 
attendance and enjoying the occasion. 
 
But before I move on, I want to thank Bill and Gloria who always bring our cuppa kit 
and also everyone who brings eats.  Not quite the festive occasion, but it all helps to 
make the meeting more enjoyable.  I also want to thank everyone for doing the right 
thing by signing the attendance record and using the QR check in.  These are both 
important functions, especially the record of meeting attendance. 
 
Another important function is 
selling raffle tickets, and not 
much gets past these two 
eagle-eyed empresario.  It all 
helps to subsidise our social 
activities and assist with any 
wellbeing support. 
 
We were also extremely happy 
to welcome back a couple of 
long-term absentees in Garry 
and Hellen Fowler.  Garry and 
Helen have been on the road quite a lot, and Gary promised me they would be 
coming along  when they weren’t travelling.  He just laughed when I suggested that 
they might only travel during weeks 2,3 and 4 of each month. 
 
Following each monthly meeting a few 
of us arrivée en masse at a local café 
called the Zesty Lemon.  I have 
mentioned this in a previous report 
including the fact that one of the 
owners is ex-ADF.  Something I didn't 
mention was a work of photographic 
art that hangs on an inside wall. 
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At our September meeting we heard 
from Bill about Café Two 14 and that 
he can highly recommend the coffee.  
I know the store and its story so I 
thought I would do a little research to 
ensure that I give you the correct 
information. 
 
There are so far three locations in our 
general area of which I am aware: 

 

�  Westfield Chermside - opposite JB HiFi level 2 & at the south end level 1 
�  Strathpine Shopping Centre 
�  Capalaba Shopping Centre 

 
I have only been to the 
Chermside locations, which 
is why I know where they 
are.  If you go to the one on 
level 2, check out the 
display under the counter 
on the right-hand side as 
you look at the café.  The 
other cafés probably have a 
similar display. 
 
And now for the story as 
told by the owner: 
 

Cafe Two 14's beginnings are founded in the history of the 2nd/14th Light 
Horse Regiment (Queensland Mounted Infantry).  Our director is a military 
veteran, who served as an Australian Army Officer, beginning his career as 
an Australian Armoured Corps Officer. 
 
The 2nd/14th LHR (QMI) was formed in 1952, though sentimentally traces 
its lineage to 1860.  Consequently, there was a claim that it was the oldest 
Australian Regular Army unit through the antecedent units; 2nd Moreton 
Light Horse (QMI) and the 14th West Moreton Light Horse (QMI) and 
celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2010. 
 
Cafe Two 14 continues to honour our heritage and the veterans who 
served Australia in the 2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment by adopting the 
green and white patch colours in our branding as well as their motto, 
'forward'.  We are a proud Australian small business, serving local 
communities and giving back to support Australian military veterans and 
their families. 



 
What a glorious day it turned out to be for our bash by the bay.  As 
usual, Pirate was there when Diane and I arrived, and the breeze was 
brisk.  But it didn't last more than a couple of hours.  By the time 
people were arriving the superb spring sunshine had set in.  As usual, 
a few photos from the day/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Just a general view of part 
of the crowd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
A few of the COs having 
an O-group.  No way 
was I getting involved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Roll up, roll up, and get 
your COVID-safe tucker 
here! 
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I took a break from pre-
cooking snags and onions 
with Pirate to snap him 
skilfully spinning snags. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
I know!!        But three 
people insisted that I 
become part of the day’s 
forensic evidence.  
 
 
 
 
 

The Check-In Queensland QR code is a very important tracing tool in 
the COVID kit that helps to keep us relatively open and free compared 
to, for example, Sydney or Melbourne.  I know that the QR system is 
now used Australia-wide, and I was really pleased to know that 
everyone at the BBQ had “checked-in” using our own local QR code. 

 
I need to thank Clarence for 
providing strawberry jam and 
marmalade.  Clarence often 
donates his creations, for us 
to sell at our meetings.  They 
are of the highest quality and 
were quickly snapped up by 
eager buyers at a good price.  
I know these two bottles in 
our kitchen won’t last much 
longer. 
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Our ladies had another very 
successful morning tea 
recently and looking at this first 
photo I can easily see why.  
Lots of good tucker there! 
 
I thank the people who sent 
photos of the event to me.  It 
was an event without boys so, 
as usual, what was said there 
stays there. 
 
 
And suspiciously these other photos of the ladies enjoying the occasion were taken 
without any of the mouth-watering food items on the tables?  Hmmm.  No forensic 
evidence of who had what gastronomic goodie. 
 

 
 
 
Many thanks to Faye for organising these 
events, also to all the people who 
suggest such great locations. 
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TPI Ted is still taking notice of the latest COVID restrictions (mask wearing) and 
managed to crash the ladies’ morning tea.  Just in case you didn't notice Ted in the 
photos above, I have clipped the photos for you. 

 
 

The ladies weren’t the only ones out for a good time in September.  
The boys couldn't go on their annual Golf pilgrimage to Tenterfield - 
and who would want to go into NSW at the present time anyway. 
 
In the meantime, Dave has organised a golf trip with a difference 
whereby they will stay in Narangba and go to three golf courses over 
a number of days.  The event will be on as I write this report so I will 

provide an update next month.   
 
We had a pleasant surprise at our September 
meeting.  As you know we have several golf 
trophies and always prizes to give away 
 
We now have another perpetual trophy 
courtesy of Lloyd Crossley.  The trophy is in 
memory of the late Kev Beasley, and will be 
awarded to the member who …….. well, the 
name of the trophy explains it better than I 
could. 
 
It is clear thick glass with frosted detail, and my 
photo really doesn't do the trophy justice. 
 
Thank you, Lloyd. 
 

 
And just a heads up – Beryl will explain at our meeting what 
is happening with our day at the Caloundra races in October 
and also arrangements for our Christmas party. 
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I was approached by members to see what I could find out about two 
issues.  The first is why DVA won’t pay for a visit to the physiotherapist 
and exercise physiologist on the same day, and the second is the truth 
of a rumour about reductions in funding for surgery for knee and hip 
replacement, and robotic surgery for prostate cancer. 

 
First, regarding visit to the physiotherapist and exercise physiologist.  DVA will 
continue to pay for exercise physiology services on the same day as another 
musculoskeletal service where the treatment is for different conditions. 
 
Advice by clinical experts to DVA is that receiving more than one musculoskeletal 
service for the same condition on the same day will not necessarily provide a 
greater clinical benefit.  Apparently, this advice is based on widely accepted 
evidence-based approaches in clinical practice relating to multidisciplinary care 
teams that deliver physical and exercise therapies. 
  
However, DVA advises that there may be a small number of cases where the clinical 
needs or personal circumstances of a client may benefit from accessing multiple 
musculoskeletal therapies for the same condition on the same day. DVA’s prior 
approval arrangements remain available for these circumstances, where there is a 
clinical justification to support this course of treatment. 
 
Second, I have made enquiries about knee, hip and robotic prostate surgery.  My 
source tells me that they haven’t heard anything about reductions in these areas, 
but that it could be possible.  I will await further advice. 
 

We have been advised by our TPI State Office that the Veterans’ Home 
Care Program may be discontinued due to lack of participation.  Their 
plea is to please use this program if you have a need as it will help 
to keep it continuing. 
 

The Veterans’ Home Care (VHC) Program provides a small amount of practical help 
at home so you can continue to live independently.  It is not designed to meet 
complex or high-level care needs. 
 
Depending on your assessed clinical needs, you may be able to receive a range of 
assistance including, domestic help, personal care, in-home respite care (can be 
used in combination with residential respite care), and safety-related home and 
garden maintenance. 
 
You can get more information at the following DVA website available to providers 
which provides more information: https://www.dva.gov.au/providers/health-
programs-and-services-our-clients/veterans-home-care 
 



 
 
I just had to use this photo from 
our BBQ because it is talking to 
me.  If I was to use a phrase to 
sum up our BBQs I would 
probably think this photo is saying 
“not a care in the world”.   But I 
think this photo also sums it up in 
one word “relax”. 
 

 
 

Just another reminder that we will be having our 2021 AGM on 
1 November 2021 at the Deception Bay Club commencing 
0930. 
 
On that morning the AGM will include an election for Office 

Bearers and Committee members.  Secretary Mick has arranged for the requisite 
nomination forms to be distributed by email. 
 

As you know, George Dragon is currently updating our data base 
of members.  Forms for data collection will be provided at the 
meeting.  If you 
haven’t already 
returned a form 
to George, I ask 

that you do, especially information 
on how we can contact you.   
 
 
 
And remember, don't worry about 
getting old, eventually you will reach 
a point when you stop lying about 
your age and start bragging about it. 
 
 
Take care. 
 
 

Phil 
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Pirate
Poppy The Pirate Has some

problem identifying
which of the twin
Grandkids was who
so he came up with
his own way to tell
themn apart

That afternoon she bought her
own bicycle and learned in
under 1 hour how to ride it
solo 
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RAP  REPORT

The	Treasury	Report		Paddy		Mc	Scrooge	
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Sum�ing	to	report	From	the		SECRETARY’S	DESK

 Michael K

We have a number of members receiving treatments, and management
for some major personal medical issues.
Privacy laws prohibit us from mentioning their names but our committee 
are abreast of those cases reported to them and are here always so just a 
phone/email away.  We particularly appreciate the difcult time partners 
have during such tough times so if anyone needs any support or an ear to
let some emotion out please just call we will listen to you and if asked may
offer advice ogtherfwise not and guarantee we won’t breach your trust.

Wishing all those who are undergoing medical treatments the very best 
healing with treatments that will see them up and about enjoying a far 
better quality of life we would all like to have.

Here we are ending one year and ready to start a new

year which brings with it the renewal of your fees.

I am accepting renewal fees now for the 2022 year so 

if you have your ready cash come over and see me but 

you must have completed the update information form

or hand it in with your renewal fees for acceptance of

your renewal.

Fees are $30 full member and $20 Associate

Have you completed the members update form and importantly have you 
handed it or emailed it in to a committee member. This will ensure your 
details are recorded and entered onto the new member lists so you get our
regular information updates, commscord electronically and updates on 
important DVA, TPI, news and changes that may affect you.
All current contact lists and registers will not be used.  

I am accepting nomination forms for the 2022 committee positions
so if you think you can contribute towards the running of our TPI 
Sub-Branch then please complete a nomination form and hand it to me.
All positions are up for offer for the 2022 year



 THIS is FUNNY and VERY telling! It just all depends on how you look at the same things. 
Judy Rudd, an amateur genealogy  researcher in south east Queensland, was undertaking 
personal work on her family tree. She discovered that ex-Prime Minister Kevin Rudd's great-
great uncle, Remus Rudd, was hanged in1889 for horse stealing & train robbery in Melbourne 
Both Judy and Kevin Rudd share this common ancestor. 

So Judy personally e-mailed ex-Prime Minister Rudd for information about their great-great 
uncle, Remus Rudd. Believe it, Kevin Rudd's staff sent back the following for her genealogy 
research 

"Remus Rudd was famous in Victoria during the mid to late 1800s. 
His business empire grew to include acquisition of valuable equestrian assets and intimate 
dealings with the Melbourne-Geelong Railroad... 
Beginning in 1883, he devoted several years of his life to government service, finally taking leave 
to resume his dealings with the railroad. 
In 1887, he was a key player in a vital investigation run by the Victoria Police Force. 
In 1889, Remus passed away during an important civic function held in his honour when the 
platform upon which he was standing collapsed." 
  
That's how it's done, Folks!    with real life POLITICAL SPIN we cop every day. 

The only photograph of Remus shows him 
standing on the gallows at the Melbourne Jail. 
On the back of the picture Judy obtained 
during her research is this inscription: 
'Remus Rudd horse thief, sent to Melbourne 
Jail 1885, escaped 1887, robbed the 
Melbourne-Geelong train six times. Caught by 
Victoria Police Force, convicted and hanged in 
1889.' 

17

Remus Rudd

RUDDY SPIN DOCTORS
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MEDIA RELEASE 

‘CONTESTING’ ANZAC DAY 

Many  parents  will  undoubtedly  know  at  least  something  about  the  Australian 
Curriculum  Assessment  and  Reporting  Authority.  It  is  instituted  to inspire 
improvement  in  the learning  of  all  young  Australians  through  world-class  
curriculum,  assessment  and  reporting’. 

But  what  is  ‘world  class’  about  the  Authority  looking  for  a  fight? 
Veterans  and  many  other  Australians  are  curious  about  why  there  is  now  an
impetus  by  the Authority  to  question  and  indeed  to transform  the  way  the   
nation  commemorates  such historically  defining  events  as  ANZAC  Day.   

Why  is  the  Authority  seeking  to  pressure students  and  their  teachers   
to  ‘contest’  the  notion  of  ANZAC  Day? 

Authority  Chair  Belinda  Robinson  has  spoken  of  “a  commitment  to, and   
respect  for, knowledge,  facts,  truth  and  respect”.   Yet  the  current  Draft   
Curriculum  emphasises,  indeed demands,  that  such  defining  moments  in  the   
nation’s  history  be  “contested”. 

The  words  contest,  contesting  or  contested  are  mentioned  numerous  times 
in  the  draft  report.  But  the  words  are  not  defined,  nor  is  there  guidance  to   
allow  teachers  to  structure  their lessons  accordingly. 

Is  the  Curriculum  Authority  promoting  the  notion  that  such  defining  events  
As ANZAC  Day and  facts  around  it  be  disputed?   

Is  the  Authority  having  a  bob  each  way  in  expressing  support and   
commitment  but  then  encouraging  teachers  to  dispute  the  fact and  to   
question  the significance  of  ANZAC  Day? 

The  group  of  18  ex-service  Associations  that  make  up  the  Alliance  of   
Defence  Service Organisations  (ADSO)  calls  on  the  Chair  of  the  Curriculum 
Authority  to  be  upfront  with veterans’  and  the  broad  Australian   
Community  to  explain  why  the  facts  around  ANZAC  Day and other  significant   
historical  events  are  being  disputed. 

Kel  Ryan 
National  Chairman 
Alliance  of  Defence  Service  Organisations 19



A message from our National President Carl Schiller follows: 

Dear Colleagues 

 
Members who have received recent advice from DVA concerning a 
COMSUPER pension change MAY be informed their GOLD Card 
entitlement is to be withdrawn.  This advice was provided to me earlier 
today from a member who was deeply concerned about the message he 
received on his My Gov account.  He was subsequently advised by DVA 
staff that it was a terrible mistake. 
 
My ‘My Gov’ account indicated my pension payment had altered but there 
was no advice concerning GOLD Card.  I strongly suggest you notify your 
members to contact DVA on its 1800 number if they receive advice 
indicating a change to their GOLD Card entitlements. 
 
Regards 
 

“Burnsy” staggered into a hospital 

with a concussion, multiple bruises, 

two black eyes, and a five iron 

wrapped tightly around his throat. 

Naturally, the Doctor asked him, 

'What happened to you?' 

 'Well, I was having a quiet round of golf with a lady member, when at a 

difficult hole we both sliced our golf balls into a field of cattle. 

 We went to look for them and while I was looking around I noticed one of 

the cows had something white at its rear end.' 'I walked over, lifted its tail, 

and sure enough, there was a golf ball with my partner's monogram on it -

stuck right in the middle of the cow's Ahem. Still holding the cow's tail up so 

she could see, I yelled to the lady,'Hey, this looks like yours!'' 

 'I don't remember much after that' 

20
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 The Comment 

 Witnessing the melodramatic outpouring of Gallic histrionics at Australia’s surprise but 
masterstroke decision to ditch the overblown, over-budget and already over-time French 
submarine contract, in favour of making a pact with the two great Anglosphere powers, 
Britain and the United States is, frankly, galling. 

 To hear Emmanuel Macron, his government and his ambassadors talk of being ‘stabbed in 

the back,’ ‘betrayal’ and ‘we cannot trust Australia’ would be hilarious if it weren’t so 
serious. It seems the French want to upend everything from the European Union, to Nato, to 
an anniversary dinner to commemorate the navy of Louis XVI winning a decisive battle to 
ensure American independence, all because of Macron’s offended amour propre.  On the 
ABC’s The Drum last night, a Francophile academic with a Franglais accent even went as far 
as to accuse Scott Morrison of ‘treason’ in reaffirming and throwing over the French 
submarine project for a better deal from the US and UK. 

 But before you start feeling sorry for the Frogs, and take the ABC view of AUKUS as gospel, 
remind yourself not of perfidious Albion and Australia, but of la perfide France.  

 There are any number of examples from the last century of how the French elites put their 

self-interests ahead of those of their allies and partners.  Here are salient examples of such 
conduct that directly affected Australia. 

 1940: The defeatist French cabinet capitulated to Germany after a six-week blitzkrieg, 
refusing to fight on with Britain despite Churchill’s offer of a formal union, and Britain 
sacrificing Tommies to rescue more than one hundred thousand poilus at Dunkirk. Instead of 
standing by her steadfast allies, Britain and the Old Commonwealth nations, France 
abandoned them, confident the Nazis would overwhelm Britain in a matter of months. 

World War II: Vichy France under the quisling Maréchal Pétain and his slimy prime minister, 
Pierre Laval, became active collaborators with Hitler.  Vichy French fought the Allies, 
including Australians, in North Africa, Lebanon and Syria, and Vichy’s Indo-Chinese colonies 
became jumping-off points for the Japanese invasion of Malaya and Singapore in December 

1941.  And never forget the Velo d’Hiver and the Vichy regime’s rounding up of Jews and 
opponents of the Nazis who had fled to France before the occupation. Our Nancy wake 
helped lead the resistance to the evil done in those dark Vichy days. 

 1958: De Gaulle spat in the faces of his Western allies and established his own nuclear Force 
de Frappe – strike force – because he wanted France to stand independently with her own 
nuclear capability.  The concerns of the US, the UK or anyone else mattered not a jot to de 
Gaulle; it was his way or the highway. 

 1966: De Gaulle took France out of Nato’s operational command, because he resented and 
distrusted the United States. The withdrawal was done at very short notice, and threw the 
North Atlantic alliance into disarray at the height of the Cold War. Had the Soviets wanted, 
they could have walked into western Europe thanks to France’s betrayal of her allies. Looks 

  suspiciously like a ‘stab in the back’, ne c’est pas? 

 1970s: France gave two fingers to Australia, New Zealand and the island nations of the 
South Pacific by conducting atmospheric nuclear tests at Mururoa Atoll; and, not least: 
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 1985: French security service agents bombing and sinking Greenpeace vessel, the Rainbow 
Warrior in Auckland Harbour,  brazenly and arrogantly violating the sovereignty of a 
notional ally, New Zealand. We may not have any respect for Greenpeace and its politics, 

but we know a cowardly sneak attack when we see it.  

 So don’t merely look at the here and now; look at who’s complaining. This mob of cheese 
eating  champagne sipping surrender monkeys have form, and they clearly don’t like it when 
the tables turn on them. 

********************************************************

Auther unknown received by email

  Comment .....  Cont .......

                 HOW DO YOU DECIDE WHO TO MARRY?   (Answers by kids)  

1.  You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff.  if you like sports, she should like it 
that you like sports, and she should keep the chips and dip coming. --  Alan, age 10 

1a  No person really decides before they grow up who they're going to marry.  God decides     
before, and you get to find out later who you're stuck with. --  Kristen, age 10 (not far off) 

 2.  WHAT IS THE RIGHT AGE TO GET MARRIED? 
 23 is the best age because you know the person FOREVER by then..  --  Camille, age 10 

 3. HOW CAN A STRANGER TELL IF TWO PEOPLE ARE MARRIED? 
 You have to guess,  whether they are yelling at the same kids.  -  Derrick, age 8 (Bright Lad) 

 4.WHAT DO YOU THINK YOUR MOM AND DAD HAVE IN COMMON? 

 Both don't want any more kids.  --  Lori, age 8 

 5.WHAT DO MOST PEOPLE DO ON A DATE? 
 Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to know each other.  Even boys 
have something to say if you listen long enough.  --  Lynnette, age 8   (isn't  she a treasure) 

 On the first date, they just tell each other lies and that usually gets them interested enough 
to go for a second date.  --  Martin, age 10  (Smart Kid)  

 6.WHEN IS IT OKAY TO KISS SOMEONE? 
 When they're rich.  --  Pam, age 7 (Love her ) 

 The rule goes like this: If you kiss someone, then you should marry them and have kids with 
them.  It's the right thing to do.  -- Howard, age 8 (Lets ask him in another 10 years) 

 7.IS IT BETTER TO BE SINGLE OR MARRIED? 
 It's better for girls to be single but not for boys.  Boys need someone to clean up after them.  
 --  Anita, age 9  (bless you child you know your duty to MANkind)  

 8.HOW WOULD THE WORLD BE DIFFERENT IF PEOPLE DIDN'T GET MARRIED? 
 There sure would be a lot of kids to explain, wouldn't there?   --  Kelvin, age 8 (So Clever) 

 And the #1 Favorite is....... 
 9.HOW WOULD YOU MAKE A MARRIAGE WORK? 

 Tell your wife that she looks pretty, even if she looks like a dump truck.  
 --  Ricky, age 10    (Priceless at age 10 a Professor in the making) 
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  Figure 9: One of the best-known 
images of Australians on the 
Western Front: artillery men walk 
along a duckboard track at Chateau 
Wood, Belgium, during the final 
stages of the Third Battle of Ypres 
(Battle of Passchendaele). Image 
courtesy of the Australian War 
Memorial. 

 The British and French high command agreed to a spring offensive. Australians 
were not allotted to the main operation, but the 4th Division was selected for a 
supporting action, to attack the fortified village of Bullecourt. The 4th Division 
lost more than 3,000 men, including more than 1,000 captured—the largest 
number of Australian POWs in a single action during this war. 

  Although the Arras offensive also had failed, the 2nd Division and British 62nd 
Division were ordered to attack Bullecourt again on 3 May. The Australians 
breached the  Hindenburg Line, but lost heavily against counter-attacks. On 8 
May, the 5th Division took over, making more ground, and on 17 May British 
troops took the objective. It was a hollow victory: 7,000 casualties for ground not 
needed. 

  The 3rd Division—the last of the five Australian divisions to arrive on the 
Western Front—entered the fray in April 1917, in the Ypres Salient, Belgium. This 
area was to dominate the Australian experience of 1917. On 7 June, the 3rd and 
4th Divisions, with New Zealand and British troops, attacked at Messines. They 
suffered nearly 7,000 casualties, many from gas and ‘friendly’ artillery fire, but it 
was a clear victory.   Unfortunately, high command hesitated in ordering a 
follow-up attack. British troops fought courageously against a now well-prepared 
enemy, but faltered. 25

The Western Front - Cont  2 



  In September, the Third Battle of Ypres started. On 20 September, the 1st and 
2nd  Divisions attacked at Menin Road; on 26 September, the 4th Division at 
Polygon  Wood; on 4 October, the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Divisions at Broodseinde; 
and on 12  October, the 3rd and New Zealand Divisions at Passchendaele. 
Ground was made in all places, but the front became bogged down after heavy 
rains. The mud was said to be ‘incomprehensible to anyone who has not 
experienced it’. In those two months, more than 8,900 Australians lost their lives, 
and nearly 24,000 were wounded or gassed. 

 Battles      Bullecourt 

  During the broader Arras Offensive (April–June 1917) Australian forces played 
a central role in the First and Second Battles of Bullecourt. Between February 
and April 1917, German forces on the Western Front withdrew to a defensive line 
known to British forces as the Hindenburg Line. 

  On 11 April 1917 the Australian 4th Division and British 62nd Division attacked 
German positions either side of the village of Bullecourt, attempting to capture 
Hindenburg Line trenches. This attack was made with the support of a small 
number of British tanks, rather than with the customary preliminary artillery 
barrage of enemy positions. All the tanks were out of action within a couple of 
hours, and while some trenches were captured, they could not be held, and 
Australian troops were driven back by midday. Casualties were very high—the 
4th Division suffered 3,300 casualties on this day alone. 
  A second attempt was made to capture Hindenburg Line trenches around 
Bullecourt between 3 and 17 May. Australian troops seized and held some parts 
of the Hindenburg Line and the British 62nd Division captured the village of 
Bullecourt on 17 May.  Three Australian Divisions (the 2nd, 1st and 5th) took part 
in the two weeks of fighting at Bullecourt, and suffered a total of 7,000 
casualties.  Bullecourt is now the home of the Australian Memorial Park. 

  In ‘The battles for Bullecourt’, Peter Burness describes the horror and 
devastation experienced in April and May 1917 by Australian soldiers who fought 
battles around the French town of Bullecourt. Heavy Australian casualties were 
incurred in an attempt to capture a strongpoint in the Hindenburg Line (Wartime, 
no. 18, 2002, pp. 24–29). 
 Passchendaele (Third Ypres) 

  The other major Western Front campaign in 1917 involving Australians was 
the Third Battle of Ypres in Belgium, and its precursor the Battle of Messines. 

  The purpose of the Battle of Messines was to capture a German-held ridge that 
bulged into the Allied lines. If the ridge was not captured prior to the main battle 
(Third Ypres), German forces would have been able to rain artillery fire down on 
the British flank as it moved forward. For more than a year prior to this attack, 
British, Canadian,  New Zealand and Australian engineering units had been 
tunnelling under the German trench system at Messines. The mines laid in these 
tunnels were detonated on the morning of the battle, resulting in one of the most 
powerful (and certainly most deadly) non-nuclear explosions ever created. It is 
estimated that 10,000 German troops were killed when the mines were 
detonated.  More information on the Australian role in the tunnelling and mine 
detonation is available in a chapter from the Official History. 26
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  The preliminary artillery barrage at Messines was also significant: in the week 
prior to the attack British artillery fired more than 3.5 million shells of various 
sizes onto the ridge at Messines. 

  Following the mine detonation, and advancing behind a creeping artillery 
barrage, nine divisions attacked the ridge from three sides.  By mid-morning on 
7 June all objectives had been taken in the limited offensive, although 
Australian, New Zealand and British troops fought off German counter-attacks 
for about a week. Australian participation in  Messines consisted of the 3rd and 
4th Divisions; the New Zealand Division also played a key role in the battle, 
being the Division that actually took the village of Messines.  The two Australian 
divisions suffered 6,800 casualties in the two-week battle. 
  Messines was a startling success compared to the Third Battle of Ypres (July–
November 1917). One of those huge, costly and largely unsuccessful battles of 
the Western Front, Third Ypres cost hundreds of thousands of British, Australian 
and Canadian casualties (and hundreds of thousands of German casualties), 
with little change in the strategic situation. At the end of the battle, and after 
three months, the Allies had gained just a few miles of ground; German forces 
would subsequently re-take this ground over a couple of weeks in April 1918. Of 
the eight or so sub-battles that made up Third Ypres, Australian forces were 
most heavily involved in the following: 

�    Menin Road, 20/25 September 
�    Polygon Wood, 26 September /3 October (The Fifth Division Memorial is 

located at Polygon Wood) 
�    Broodseinde, 4 October and 

�    The first attack on Passchendaele, 9/12 October. 

  Betwe7en the start of August and the end of November 1917 the Australian 
forces suffered about 38,000 casualties, of which 11,200 were killed in action or 
died of wounds. In October alone the Australian divisions lost 6,405 men—with a 
total casualty figure of 26,000  making it the bloodiest  month in Australian 
military history. More Australians were killed during Third Ypres, not including 
Messines, than were killed in the entire Gallipoli Campaign. 

  In ‘Byways to hell: Australian soldiers in the Battle of Passchendaele’ Ashley 
Ekins describes the Third Battle of Ypres in 1917 which cost 38,000 Australian 
casualties over three and a half months (Wartime, no. 1, 1997, pp. 7/13). 

  1918 
  In 1918, the First World War entered its fifth calendar year. The strength of 
national pride and of the fighting capacity of Australia’s forces had been 
acknowledged in late 1917 with the formation of the Australian Corps, 
comprising the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th Divisions. However, casualties made it 
difficult to keep the Australian divisions at strength. In May 1918 Lieutenant 
General John Monash was made the first Australian commander of the 
Australian Corps. 



  On 21 March 1918, Germany, freed in the East by the defeat of Russia, 
launched Operation Michael, an initially successful final offensive on the 
Western Front in France aimed at splitting the Allied forces in the Amiens area 
and driving towards the English Channel. After the German offensive stalled, the 
stalemate on the Western  Front began to turn in favour of the Allies with their 
more effective use of combined infantry, artillery, tanks and aircraft. During the 
final months of the war, the AIF was involved in a number of significant battles 
leading up to the Armistice on 11 November 1918. 

  Figure 10: Members of the 54th Infantry 
Battalion in Peronne, the day after the 
battle, 2 October 1918. Image courtesy of 
the Australian War Memorial. 

  Battles 

  This year, 2016, is the 98th anniversary of 
five major battles in which Australian 
forces participated in 1918—the battles of 
Villers-Bretonneux, Hamel, Amiens, Mont 
St Quentin and the Hindenburg Line. 

  Villers-Bretonneux 

  The First (4 April) and Second Battles of Villers-Bretonneux were fought in 
1918, the second battle taking place on 24 and 25 April and involving a night-
time counter-attack by the 15th Brigade of the AIF under Harold ‘Pompey’ Elliott 
in a desperate attempt to recapture the town of Villers-Bretonneux. The 
successful counter-attack by the Australians during the second Battle of Villers-
Bretonneux was described by Brigadier General Grogan VC as ‘perhaps the 
greatest individual feat of the war’. The words ‘Do not forget Australia’ are on a 
sign in the playground of the Victoria school in Villers-B                        retonneux 
that was rebuilt after the war with money raised by donations from Victoria, 
Australia. 

 In ‘Perhaps the greatest individual feat of the war’: the battle of Villers-
Bretonneux, 1918’, Ross McMullin describes the AIF’s ‘daring night assault 
[which] saved the city of Amiens and decisively checked the German advance’ 
(Wartime, no. 2, April 1998). 
 ‘ANZAC Day at Villers-Bretonneux’, by Brad Manera, also describes the fighting, 
featuring the actions of two Western Australian soldiers (Wartime, no. 22, 2003). 

 Peter Burness describes the hard fighting in ‘Anzac Day at Villers-Bretonneux‘, 
quoting a sergeant’s description: ‘The moon sunk behind clouds. There were 
houses burning in the town throwing a sinister light on the scene. It was past 
midnight. Men muttered, ‘it’s ANZAC Day’. It seemed there was nothing to do but 
go straight forward and die hard’ (Wartime, no. 42, 2008). 

 In 2008, to commemorate the 90th anniversary of the battle on Anzac Day 1918, 
an Australian-led Dawn Service was held on Anzac Day at the Australian National 
Memorial near Villers-Bretonneux. This was the first official Australian Dawn 
Service to be held at the Memorial in Villers-Bretonneux. 
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 Figure 11: The ruined Church in 
Villers-Bretonneux after the 
second Battle. Image courtesy of 
the Australian War Memorial. 

 The Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs has a website 
with information and advice for 
those planning to attend 2016 
Anzac Day commemorative 
services on the Western Front. 

 Hamel 

  The Allied operation to capture the town of Hamel and the surrounding area on 
4 July 1918 was under the command of Lieutenant General John Monash whose 
planning and careful arrangements led to what Monash himself described as a 
‘brilliant success’. 
  The Australian War Memorial summarises the battle on its ‘1918 Australians in 
France’ website: ‘Hamel the textbook victory—4 July 1918’. Another summary of 
the battle of Hamel, by Chris Coulthard-Clark, argues that this ‘model of [a] 
completely successful all-arms battle … set new standards of generalship which 
were emulated subsequently by other commanders on the Western Front’ (C 
Coulthard-Clark, Where Australians fought: the encyclopaedia of Australia’s 
battles, Allen and Unwin, St Leonards, 1998, pp. 148   149). 

  In ‘Hamel: winning a battle’, the authors argue that Monash applied the 
principles of war, including ‘sound administration, meticulous planning, 
maintenance of morale, [and] concentration of force … with flexibility … Monash 
was an outstanding corps commander, with the ability to coordinate a wide 
range of available technology to form a coherent plan … Hamel reveals his 
complete mastery of the set-piece battle’ (Journal of the Australian War 
Memorial, no. 18, April 1991). 

  The Battle of Hamel, fought on American Independence Day, was the first 
significant instance of Australian ‘Diggers’ fighting alongside their newly-arrived 
American ‘Doughboy’ allies. The relationship between Australian and US 
troops on the Western Front is described in an article by Dale Blair (Journal of 
the Australian War Memorial, no. 35, December 2001). 

  In ‘Independence Day at Hamel’, Mitchell Yockelson describes how the 
successful first Australian-American battle alliance happened despite the 
objections of the American Expeditionary Force’s commander, General John 
Pershing (Wartime, no. 28, October 2004). 

  Amiens   the Third Battle of the Somme 

  The quote in the title of Ross McMullin’s article, ‘The black day of the German 

army: 8 August 1918’, was the German strategist General Ludendorff’s 

description of the Allied offensive aimed at ending the enemy threat to the 

French town of Amiens and its vital railway network.  29
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 The battle involved meticulous planning by the Australian commander, General 
Monash, and for the first time all five Australian divisions fought together 
(Wartime, no. 3, Spring, 1998). 

  In ‘8 August 1918: the battle won’, Peter Burness quotes from General 
Monash’s message to his troops: 

  Because of the completeness of our plans and dispositions, of the magnitude 
of the operations, of the number of troops employed, and the depth to which we 
intend to over-run the enemy’s positions, this battle will be one of the most 
memorable of the whole war. 

  Burness also quotes an Australian captain who expressed what would have 
been in the minds of many Australian soldiers at this stage of the war: ‘Wouldn’t 
it be delightful if one could get home and start the new year as a civilian’, a hope 
which Burness says, would have been unthinkable six months previously 
(Wartime, no. 33, January 2006). 

  A summary by Chris Coulthard-Clark of the fighting around Amiens, Lihons, 
Etinehem and Proyart between 8 and 12 August 1918, demonstrates that 
progress on subsequent days was not as spectacular as that of 8 August, 
although the action fought around Chuignes on 23 August 1918 ‘was a stunning 
success’ (C Coulthard-Clark, Where Australians fought: the encyclopaedia of 
Australia’s battles, Allen and Unwin, St Leonards, 1998, pp. 151–155). 

  In ‘The capture of the Amiens gun’, Robert Nichols outlines the story of the 
capture of the large ex-naval gun which the Germans had been firing at Amiens, 
and the subsequent controversy over competing claims to its ownership based 
on involvement in its capture by the 31st Australian Infantry Battalion, British 
and Canadian Cavalry, a British Sopwith Camel aircraft and the French nation 
(Wartime, no. 23, July 2003). 

  Mont St Quentin 

 
 The summary by Chris Coulthard Clark of the Australian fighting on the heights 
  overlooking Peronne between 31 August and 2 September 1918 describes the 
Mont St Quentin action as a ‘brilliant operation which  to many minds  was the 
crowning achievement of the AIF, if not of the entire war’  C Coulthard   
Clark, Where Australians fought: the encyclopaedia of Australia’s battles, Allen 
and Unwin, St Leonards, 1998, pp. 157..158). 

 HOME SECURITY FOR SENIORS 

 Now I'm older, slow and on a fixed income, I've disconnected my home alarm system.  
 I also turned off my external lights and have resigned from Neighbourhood Watch.   
 To save money I've raised 2 Pakistani flags in my front garden, one at each corner 
and have the black flag of ISIS in the centre.   
 It's so good now, my neighbours, the Local Police, the Federal Police and the Armed 
Forces are all keeping watch on my house 24/7.  
 In addition, I am followed & watched everywhere I go.  I've never felt safer, and I'm 
saving $149.50 a month!  
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 The local parish pastor entered his donkey in a 
race and it won.  

 He was pleased with his donkey that he entered it 
a 2nd time and it won again.  

 The local paper read: "PASTOR'S ASS OUT 
FRONT." The Bishop was so upset with this kind 
of publicity that he ordered the Pastor not to 
enter the donkey in another race.  

  The next day, local headline read: "BISHOP SCRATCHES PASTORS ASS."  

  It was too much for the Bishop, he ordered the pastor to get rid of the donkey.  

  The pastor decided to give it to a nun in a nearby convent.  

  The local paper, upon hearing of the news, posted the following headline the 
next day: "NUN HAS BEST ASS IN TOWN."  

  The Bishop fainted.  

  He informed the nun that she would have to get rid of the donkey, so she sold 
it to a farmer for $10. The next day the paper read: "NUN SELLS ASS FOR $10."  

 This was too much for the bishop so he ordered the nun to buy back her donkey 
and lead it to the plains where it could run wild.  

 The next day the headlines read: 

"NUN ANNOUNCES HER ASS IS WILD AND FREE." 

 The bishop was buried the next day..........  
 

Our man Johnny has sold
the Pushbike and taken up

cross country four wheeling
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TPI NORFOLK ISLAND EX TRIPSTERS ENTER 
LAWN BOWLS TEAM IN THE NARANGBA 

TWO DAY BOWLS COMPETITION

Left to right George Dragon (Lead) Paddy Neil, (Third), Beryl Neal (second) Bill Abboud 
(TeamMotivator) then Gary the Chook Fowler (Skipper) far right

The weekend of September 25/26th. Paddy had 
selected a few Redcliffe TPI members to enter a 
bowls team into the Narangba two day fours 
tournament.

The team did admirably coming in as the second 
Runner up winning four out of five games and a 
healthy margin as well taking home their winfall
cash prize money for a quality effort considering 
the foursome hadn’t played as a team before.

George was having his first competition game after 
a 17 year absence from lawn bowls due to medical 
restrictions he has had. He had played one social 
game on Norfolk Island some 6 years ago when on
a TPI trip over there but otherwise no bowls in the 
17 years.

Day one in the first game the team went down by 3 shots after having their opportunities to win and 
they had a local Narangba bowler fill in as lead.

From there after they played well as a team not as individuals where Bowlers will tell you that a team 
of average players will mostly win games playing as a team compared to a team of champions playing 
as ego hugging individuals.

On the Sunday (day 2) Dianne Dragon, Bill and Gloria Abboud came along as the teams Cheer Squad
come Motivational consultants and that worked a treat as we all lifted seeing them there.

Poor Beryl had a bout of Vertigo during the last game we played but as she does so well she put the
bout to the back of her mind and soldiered on very nicely thank you putting in some very handy bowls
on a quite tricky green in windy gusty conditions that both teams struggled trying to get consistancy
but thats enough self accolade spruiking now have to go spend the winnings from today and I have 
joined Narangba Bowls looking forward to resurrecting the bowls prowess of past.

THE CHEER SQUAD

Motivational Speaker Talk 



FROM ONE OF
OUR OWN 
COOKING
MEMBERS 

FROM ONE OF
OUR OWN 
COOKING
MEMBERS 
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 Adieu ! Dieu salt quand nous nous reverrons" 

 Fromelles, Boulecourt, Poziers, Albert, Villers-Bretonneux, Monquet Farm, Sailly-le-Sec, 

Bellenglise, Mont St Quentin, Le Hamel, Bellenglise are all war cemeteries where Australians 

soldiers have been laid to rest in France. 

 During the First World War 46,000 Australian soldiers died in France and Belgium.About 

18,000 have no known grave. There were also 152,171 Australians wounded, many soldiers 

being wounded more than once. 

 9572 Australians died and 15,000 were wounded on German, Italian and French battle 

fields during the Second World War. 

 There would have been many more bar for the fact we were defending our own country 

against Japanese imperialist forces. 

 Since the Second World War, France and Australia have shared a strong political and 

economic relationship.  We share both common beliefs and ideals. 

 Australians are welcomed to France like the French are welcomed to Australia as good 

friends given our long history and shared sacrifice. 

 Australia needed to replace an ageing fleet of Collins class submarines, so in 2016, two 

bright spark politicians; Christopher Pyne & Malcolm Turnbull  who signed a $50 billion dollar 

deal with a French company called DCNS (now known as Naval Group) to build 12 

 Barracuda Class Nuclear submarines ...... 'cleverly' castrated by politicians to be diesel 

powered just like the ones they would replace. 

 Within months the anticipated cost rose to $65 billion.  In September 2021 was more than 

$90 billion dollars and in still no ceiling.  And to rub salt into the wounds - with huge penalties 

should the contract be severed.  But severed it eventually was and there went $9 billion of 

taxpayers money - simply flushed down the dunny due to endemic collective incompetence 

that taxpayers continue to fund.  

 Not long after the deal was announced, DCNS admitted it had been hacked after 22,000 

documents relating to the combat capacity of its Scorpene submarines being built in India 

were leaked.  

 Despite Australia having to replace its Collins class subs by 2026, the French deal had a 

delivery date of 2035 or potentially 2050. 

 By 2018, the Australian Government tried to save face of the budget over runs and delays by 

announcing that the subs would be built in Adelaide, generating 2600 jobs. 

 By 2020, it was announced that the 90 percent local input figure would be reduced down to 

60 percent. 

 

 By 2021, DCNS announced that the Australian industry wasn't up to scratch, mostly due to 

unreliable renewable energy, and thus Australia could not deliver in the timeframes required.  

A bit of reflection for the FROGS
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 Recently the historic AUKUS alliance between Australia, the UK and the US has been 

announced. The deal allows Australia to not only access US built nuclear-powered submarines 

but that they will actually be able to be built here in Australia. 

 The AUKUS deal also allows Australia to have access to information and technology from the 

US that was previously only made available to the UK. 

 No doubt the French are upset about losing a $90 billion dollar deal and are throwing all of 

their baguettes out of the basket in protest. They have recalled the French ambassador to 

Australia home for coffee and macrons(sic!) to see what they can throw out next. 

 While it is never nice to upset a friend and trading partner, surely even the French can 

understand Australia's concern in relation to its exposure to the growing economic and geo-

political threat of an increasingly unbridled China.  But the time they could deliver our 

subs by 2035 or even 2050 - the profiteroles might be too late! 

 Australia is the most georaphically and geopolitically isolated country in the world.  The only 

thing protecting us is the fact we are girt by sea and we have strong allies. The only thing 

protecting thegirt is our ability to have a genuine naval presence in an ever 

increasingly hostile and uncertain south East asia region. 

 A hand full of submarines won't protect us if China – with an army of 2.8 million soldiers, 

sailors and airmen and a $200 billion dollar budget - decide to flex their muscle against 

Australia. But they might think twice engaging with two of the other worlds super powers. 

 And while it doesn't fill me with confidence to hear Joe Biden forgetting our Prime Ministers 

name and referring to him as "that guy from down under" - Australia's interests are far better 

protected by aligning ourselves with the US and the UK than by trying to save face with the 

French. 

 Jacinda the Great in New Zealand has declared they won't allow nuclear subs into their 

waters.  I doubt the Chinese are interested in a flock of sheep and bad accents any way.  But 

Australia - with our rich deposits of iron ore, natural resources and farm land is certainly 

within Chinas scope. 

 While they might own 90% of our coal mines, own an increasingly large interest in our farms 

and real estate and hold us over a barrel on exports and imports - let's keep them at arms 

length for a little while longer from our little island on the furthermost tip of south 

east Asia. 

 And if we do come to full blows I doubt their will be many French soldiers buried in Australian 

cemeteries. 
 

Gid MoaningGid MoaningGid Moaning

Aussies has
I hear zee 

cancelled Zee 
submarines

SEENER OR LOOTERSEENER OR LOOTERSEENER OR LOOTER
EVERY DIGEVERY DIGEVERY DIG
HAS ITS DOHAS ITS DOHAS ITS DO
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 THE OIL PATCH WARRIORS OF WWII 

 This is one of the best WWII stories.  Why are these not better 
known.  Makes it clear why the British and Americans 
share such a bond.  Enjoy and share with the younger people in 
your life.   Here’s a great history lesson that's not taught in our 
schools today. 

  Seventy-five years ago this month, a Band of Roughnecks 
went abroad on a top secret mission into Robin Hood's 
stomping grounds to punch oil wells to help fuel England's war 
machines.   It's a story that should make any oilman or woman 
proud. 
 The year was 1943 and England was mired in World War II. U-

boats attacked supply vessels, choking off badly needed 

supplies to the island nation. But oil was the commodity they 

needed the most as they warred with Germany. 

 A book "The Secret of Sherwood Forest: Oil Production in 

England During World War II" written by Guy Woodward and 

Grace Steele Woodward was published in 1973, and tells the 

obscure story of the American oil men who went to England to 

bore wells in a top secret mission in March 1943. 

 England had but one oil field, in Sherwood Forest of all places. Its meager output of 300 barrels 

a day was literally a drop in the bucket of their requirement of 150,000 barrels a day to fuel 

their war machines. 

 Then a top secret plan was devised: to send some Americans and their expertise to assist in 

developing the field. Oklahoma based Noble Drilling Company, along with Fain-Porter signed a 

one year contract to drill 100 wells for England, merely for costs and expenses. 

 Forty Two drillers and roughnecks from Texas and Oklahoma, most in their teens and early 

twenties volunteered for the mission to go abroad. The hands embarked for England in March 

1943 aboard the HMS Queen Elizabeth. Four National 50 drilling rigs were loaded onto ships but 

only three of them made landfall; the Nazi U-boats sank one of the rigs en route to the UK. 

 The Brits' jaws dropped as the Yanks began punching the wells in a week, compared to five to 

eight weeks for their British counterparts. They worked 12 hour tours, 7 days a week and within 

a year, the Americans had drilled 106 wells and England oil production shot up from 300 barrels 

a day to over 300,000. 

 The contract fulfilled, the American oil men departed England in late March 1944. But only 41 

hands were on board the return voyage. Herman Douthit, a Texan derrick-hand was killed 

during the operation. He was laid to rest with full military honors, and remains the only civilian 

to be buried at The American Military Cemetery in Cambridge. 

 "The Oil Patch Warrior," a seven foot bronze statue of a roughneck holding a four foot pipe 

wrench stands near Nottingham England to honor the American oil men's assistance and 

sacrifice in the war. A replica was placed in Ardmore Oklahoma in 2001. 

 It is by no means a stretch to state that without the American mission, we might all be speaking 

German today. 

 "There are no noble wars, just noble warriors!"   
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 Get involved in Queensland’s first Seniors 

Month this October! 

 This year, Seniors Month celebrates the theme of social connections. 

If the COVID-19 pandemic has taught us anything, it is the importance of connecting with 

others. That social connection is integral to our sense of belonging and our sense of 

community. 

 Supporting a month-long program of events is part of the Queensland Government’s 

commitment to build an age-friendly community, where older people are valued, respected 

and actively engaged in their community. 

 Age-friendly communities are more livable for everyone. That is why the Queensland 

Government is proud to support Seniors Month events across the state in partnership with 

Council on the Ageing Queensland (COTA).  

 Throughout the month the events and activities will connect Queenslanders and bring 

seniors together in their community. 

  From Lego Masters for seniors in the south-east, cooking for one on a budget workshops 

in Picabeen, singing workshops in Logan, seniors swimming events in Mossman, a ukulele 

extravaganza in Cairns and a host of activities in between, there really is something for 

everyone. 

 We encourage all Queenslanders, regardless of their age, to take part in this year’s 

Queensland Seniors Month and enjoy the wonderful program of events and activities on 

offer. 
 

<< Find an event near you >>  
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B.OLD films  

A brand new series of the B.OLD short 

films will be released on 1 October 2021 

as part of Seniors Month celebrations. 

The ten short documentaries showcase 

real seniors living their lives to the full - 

and we’d love you to share them with 

your community this October. 

Register today to host a B.OLD short 

film screening at your home, your 

workplace or at a sporting club, your 

local library, community centre - or 

anywhere people in your community get 

together to celebrate. Promotional 

materials are also available on our 

website to help you invite people to 

attend your screening. 

Find out more at 

www.qld.gov.au/BOLDfilms 
 

    

  

 

 

 

 

Ballet for seniors 

We are excited to announce the popular 

Ballet for Seniors workshops are back for 

Seniors Month 2021. 

Hosted in partnership with Queensland 

Ballet, a series of classes at Flowstate, 

South Bank on Sunday 3 October will 

soon be open for registrations. For those 

who can’t attend the Brisbane event, the 

class will be available online. 

More details about registering to attend in 

person or stream the classes will be 

available soon, so get ready to dance to 

your heart’s content as Queensland 

celebrates our first Seniors Month. 

Save the date of Sunday 3 October 

and follow us on Facebook  for all 

the event details. 
 

    

  

 

 

 
 There was a conference in France where a number of international engineers were taking 

 part, including French and Americans, shortly after a coffee  break, one of the French 
engineers came back into the room saying  sarcastically  'Have you heard the latest dumb 
thing Bush has done '    He has sent an aircraft carrier to Indonesia to help the tsunami 

victims.    The Frenchy engineer asked  What does he intended to do, bomb them  ? 

  A Boeing engineer standing nearby replied in a measured tone:  
 'Our carriers have three hospitals on board that can treat several hundred people; they are  
nuclear powered and can supply emergency electrical power to shore facilities; they have three  
cafeterias with the capacity to feed 3,000 people three meals a day,   they  can produce several  
thousand gallons of fresh water from sea water each day,  and they carry a number of  
helicopters which can be used in transporting victims and injured to and from their flight  
deck.      
 We have eleven such ships; how many does France have?' 

 You could have heard a pin drop. 
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 Seniors Enquiry Line 

The Seniors Enquiry Line provides 

Queensland seniors and their 

family, friends and carers access 

to information on topics of interest 

to seniors. Phone 1300 135 500 

for more information. 

Visit  
www.seniorsenquiryline.com.au 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 Savings for seniors 

The Queensland Government 

is committed to helping 

seniors with cost-of-living 

pressures. 

A range of concessions are 

available for Queensland 

seniors and eligible 

concession card holders. 

These concessions help you 

to save on your household 

costs for energy, medical, 

travel and leisure. 

Find out more at 
www.qld.gov.au/ 

concessions 
    

  

 

 

 

 

 Elder Abuse  

If you think someone you know 

is being subjected to elder 

abuse, call the Elder Abuse 

Helpline on 1300 651 192 for 

free, confidential advice 

(Monday to Friday, 9.00 am to 

5.00 pm). 
Visit www.qld.gov.au/ 

stopelderabuse 
    

  

 

 

 

 

/ ◘■ĊĂľ Ċ ĵ ℓ  

Department of Seniors, Disability Services and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Partnerships  

Tel: 13 QGOV (13 74 68) 

   

 

 

   Robert Whiting, an elderly British gentleman of 83, arrived in Paris by plane 
  At French Customs, he took some time to locate his passport in his carry on. 
  "You have been to France before, monsieur?"  The customs officer asked sarcastically.  
  Mr. Whiting admitted that he had been to France previously.  
  "Then you should know enough to have your passport ready."  
  The Englishman replied, 'The last time I was here, I didn't have to show it."  
  "Impossible    You English always have to show your passports on arrival in France !"  

  The English senior gave the Frenchman a long hard look   then he quietly explained,  
  ''Well, when I came ashore at Gold Beach on D Day in 1944,  to help liberate this country, I   
couldn't find a single Frenchmen to show a passport to." 
  You could have heard a pin drop. 

Depth Charge for the Frog’s Sub’s

JFK'S Secretary of State, Dean Rusk, was in France in the early 60's when DeGaulle 
decided to pull out of NATO. 

De Gaulle said he wanted all US military out of France as soon as possible  

Rusk responded "Does that include those who are buried here?"  
You could have heard a pin drop 
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OK you RAAF lads
how many of you

knew of this
Survivorship Bias
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Members Questionaire
 Have you filled out your update form if not please tear 

this page out, fill it out and hand to a committee member
With Covit - 19 requiring we follow a duty of care to members & comply to the 
government expectations we at all times have a safe workplace at our meetings 

BBQ’s & gatherings  tey are workplaces. To comply we must keep an acurate 
register of members details so if our records are accessed for any emergency or 
a covit exposure happens on any of our events or sites it is vital we can contact 

everyone without delay.
Please complete this form for every member & hand to George, Paddy or Bill  so 

your information can be updated with current correct information.

 Members Current Details:
 

Name:   ........................................     Surname:   .........................................

Address:    .....................................................................................................

Town ......................................................................   Post Code:  ...............

Phone Home:  07) ................................    Mobile:   ....................................

Email:   ................................................................  TPI Badge No:  ................

Where did you serve in the ADF:      ARMY / & Corps .........................

  NAVY Ship Or base ...................... /  RAAF  & Base  .............................

Next of Kin:

Vacinations:  Have you had Vaccination for: (Circle Yes / No & type)

Covit 19:   Yes / No      AstraZeneca / Pfizer     Appx Date: .....................

Please complete one form for each person that is a member

Signed:  ................................................            Date:  ......../......../ 2021

NOK  Name:  ................................      Surname:  ....................................

Relationship:  ................................    Phone No:  ................................ 

Email Address: .......................................................................................

Month Year
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CALENDAR OF 2021 ACTIVITIES 

Our Monthly Meetings are held commencing at 9:30am on the first 
Monday of each Month at the Deception Bay Club located at the

Cnr Bailey Rd and Bayview Rd, Deception Bay,
You are invited to join us so come along have a cuppa & mingle with

our ex service members/Partners who are  laid back enjoying a yarn, 
the company & mateship with any & all like minded Ex Services types
we are Non Political, enjoying each others company and a few laughs.

We hold a free BBQ for members and guests on the FRIDAY FOLLOWING 
OUR MONTHLY MONDAY MEETINGS

Start around 8am for Early Birds & later for those nocturnal Night Owls.
you will find us at the BBQ Sizzle at:

   Jamieson Park Scarborough around the corner from Morgans seafood 
and the Boating precinct at Scarborough

so come on down for a totally free snag sizzle, drinks, coffee/tea, cake 
and biscuits BUT MOST OF ALL a laid back relaxed social BBQ, & Chin Wag

by ex service men and women and their partners.
Come and meet with like minded people enjoying the value of  friendly 

like minded company.

Come and join us at our Meetings or BBQ

										
Oct				4th				General	Meeting	TODAY	
											8th				BBQ	Sizzle	at		FSB	-	Jammiesen	Park,	Scarborough
										24th		Day	at	the	Races	“GG’s”	Corbauld	Park	Caloundra

Nov			1st					General	Meeting		
											5th					BBQ	Sizzle	at		FSB	-	Jammiesen	Park,	Scarborough			

Dec				4th				Xmas	Party	Dinner		at	Dolphins	Leagues	Club
											10th		Xmas	Picnic	at		FSB	-	Jammieson	Park,	Scarborough

GENERAL MEETINGS COMMENCE AT 0930 HRS

TBA				Ladies	Morning	Tea	get	together
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