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THE EDITORS PAGE

RAE
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Today 25 August we had the news that there was insufficient or credible
evidence to continue legal proceedings against the SAS 13 mentioned and
ostracised soldiers and the prime Minister apologised in a fashion to the
soldiers noting that the withdrawal was a very quiet process part of 
ongoing activities on these difficult issues, what a load of FROGSH!t. 

I refer you back to my editors page in the June edition where I openly stated
that this would be the case and I also said these villified soldiers would wear 
the scars from the innuendoes for the rest of their lives. No sincere apology if
one is given will diminish the pain suffering and hurt that the hastily put 
together report based on the fairy tale fictional stories offered by persons of 
very questionable jubious credibility.Even a child could tell that the storey
tellers were obviously after cash handouts from the Australian Government.

It’s the way investigators went about their so called investigation and Tactics
used that one must continue to ask the question as to what if any experience
these appointed persons had to undertake such War Zone investigations also 
people may and should ask  if there was any predetermined vendetta aimed at
or against the SAS unit or the individuals named in that now fabled report.

As an ex serviceman albiet a National Serviceman I pride myself on the actual 
service I did with the Engineers, time in Vietnam and the lifelong mateships
I made, now over 50 years later I still have the ethos values and repect that was
instilled into me duringf my time in the Army, this goes for all servicemen, 
women and  other ex services persons once seeved we become Family for life. 

To the SAS unit and to the soldiers who have had to endure this plight on 
them stay true to your regiment, Unit and fellow servicemen we are one and 
all behind you.

To the poliuticians and senior officers involved a lesson you have learnt is that
our servicemen are of impecable character and if ever you again appoint any
investigations then appoint people qualified in a war zone and then when 
you receive a report read it and look at what evidence is substantiated not 
the summary of the report.

Please read the news article on page 36 relating to this issue. 

Another good read is on page 21 The French presidents speech on Vaccinations
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 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Here we are, September already, and we are still on a roller coaster in the COVID 
space-time continuum.  We may not have been able to do everything we would have 
liked all of the time, nor have some of us been able to keep interstate family 
obligations, but at least we have been safe in Queensland.  To illustrate my point, I 
would simply say that we have so far avoided what NSW has succeeded in doing. 
 
All that is well and good.  But where does that leave our Redcliffe TPI Family?  At 
the time of writing this report, we are planning for a meeting on Monday 6 
September and a BBQ on Friday 10 September.  I hope I will see you there. 
 
COVID PASSPORT 
 

Please bear with me as you read this item because there is a 
light at the end of the tunnel (actually at the bottom of the next 
page). 
 
By way of background, I refer to the much-publicised easing of 

COVID restrictions through a “National Plan”.  I won’t discuss the plan’s good points 
or its failings, suffice to say that there is a plan, that the plan is likely to be varied as 
we go forward, and the use of a “COVID passport” looks to be almost certain. 
 
I say this because interstate and international travel may involve you providing proof 
of COVID vaccination.  For example, I refer to recent comments by QANTAS and 
Virgin Australia as well as recent news from some overseas countries.  Also, in 
some states and certain venue types within Australia you eventually may need a 
combination of a QR code (as we do now when we enter a venue in Queensland) 
and proof of being fully or at least partially COVID vaccinated. 
 
So how do you prove you are COVID vaccinated?  One way is to have a 
Vaccination Certificate (sometimes referred to as a “COVID Passport”).  I can see 
that there will two formats for proving COVID vaccination status – paper and digital. 
 
But first let us look at what happens when you get your first and second jabs.  Your 
vaccine provider must report your jabs to the Australian Immunisation Register.  
Vaccine providers have 10 business days to make a report but often it happens 
much more quickly.  Medicare manages the register and is encouraging vaccine 
providers to update within 24 hours. 
 
You can get all the information and instructions you need online.  Just begin by 
going to the following page on the internet and then follow the relevant links:  
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/subjects/getting-help-during-
coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-vaccinations/what-proof-you-can-get 

President’s	Report



Paper copy.  You can obtain what is called your Immunisation History Statement 
which is a list of all your recent vaccinations including COVID.  If you don't want to 
or can’t get one online from the previously mentioned website, Medicare advises 
that you can phone the Australian Immunisation Register (1800 653 809) and ask 
them to send your statement to you.  It can take up to 14 days to arrive in the post 
(just make sure it contains a record of both COVID jabs). 
 
Digital copy.  The best way to go is to get a digital certificate and the best way to get 
one is through the Express Plus Medicare mobile app.  You can download it to your 
smart phone and then follow the instructions.  Note that you will be able to print this 
certificate.  The link to get the app and information is: 
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/medicare/express-plus-
medicare-mobile-app 
 
You can also obtain a digital certificate through your MyGov account.  I have a 
MyGov account that is linked to ATO and DVA.  I now have it linked to Medicare.  
On MyGov you should find a link to get the digital certificate downloaded to your 
smart phone.  Just be aware if you are asked to link Medicare, it can be a mentally 
“painful” process as you may need to provide ID documents (again). 
 
Having used either of the above methods via the 
internet, you can download a digital COVID 
Vaccination Certificate to your smart phone.  Mine 
is downloaded and kept in my “Apple Wallet”.  On 
Android phones it is “Google Pay”. 
 
What will your digital COVID Vaccination 
Certificate look like?  I found this type of certificate 
on the official Medicare site (I have no idea who 
Jane Citizen is). 
 
However, the certificate I downloaded to my 
iPhone is different to Jane’s but has the same 
information (vaccination info is on the reverse). 
 
BUT…. and this is important, please do not 
spend too much time worrying if you don't 
have internet access or are having a “painful” 
internet experience.  There is an easy way.  
You can do what my 70-Y-O sister-in-law did.  I 
am not sure if all Centrelink staff will be this 
helpful, but she went to a Centrelink office and 
said this is what I need please help me – and 
they did it for her. 
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TPI Ted is taking notice of the latest COVID restrictions and has been somewhat 
less travelled of late; however I have two photos from past exploits that haven’t yet 
been published in here, namely time spent in Scandinavia and Scotland. 

 
Also, during one of Pirate’s adventures he came 
across what he thinks might be Ted’s grandfather.  
I think granddad might have been hiding in 
COSTCO. 
 
We had other adventurers this month.  Whilst 
Pirate has been land-locked, Allan and Lillie -
Wardle were having a salty sojourn by the sea 
with Allan doing very nicely in the food 
department.  Have a bopeep at these beauties – 
some good tucker there. 
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Malaya and Borneo Veterans’ Day – 31 August 
 
We commemorate several days during the year, and I have previously 
written about them, including Long Tan Day and Kapyong Day. 

 
With most of us being Vietnam Vets, in August we tend to focus on Vietnam 
Veterans’ Day.  However, there is another commemoration in August.  On 31 
August, Australia commemorates Malaya and Borneo Veterans’ Day.  It is another 
day when we reflect on the service and sacrifice of Australian military personnel. 
The Australian War Memorial Roll of Honour lists the names of 61 Australians who 
lost their lives in these two conflicts, mostly army. 
 
The date, 31 August, coincides with Merdeka Day (Freedom Day), marking the 
Federation of Malaya's independence from the United Kingdom in 1957. This 
commemorates campaigns fought on the Malay Peninsula, in Sabah, in Sarawak 
and on the Malaysia-Thailand border. 
 
What follows is but a very short explanation of why we commemorate Malaya and 
Borneo Veterans’ Day.  More explanation can be found at: 
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/commemoration/commemoration-days/malay-
borneo-veterans-day 
 
The Malayan Emergency was declared on 16 June 1948 when Malayan Communist 
Party (MCP) guerrillas murdered three estate managers in Perak.  The British 
colonial government reacted slowly to the insurgency.  The assassination of British 
High Commissioner, Sir Henry Gurney, on 6 October 1951 increased the 
Commonwealth military response. 
 
Australia’s involvement began in 1950 and involved Army Navy and Airforce 
personnel.  Lasting 13 years, involvement in the Malayan Emergency was 
Australia's longest continuous military commitment of the 20th century. 
 
The Confrontation (Konfrontasi) resulted from Indonesian attempts to destabilise 
and destroy the new federation of Malaysia, which formally began on 28 September 
1963.  The conflict had its origins in the Brunei Rebellion of December 1962 when  
Indonesian-backed armed insurgents unsuccessfully tried to seize power in the 
independent enclave of Brunei. 
 
Australia initially rejected British and Malaysian requests for troops to be deployed to 
Borneo.  Although easily repelled, Indonesia’s attacks threatened to escalate.  In 
January 1965, Australia agreed to deploy Army, Navy and Air Force Personnel to 
Borneo.  Indonesia and Malaysia signed a peace treaty in Bangkok in August 1966, 
ending the conflict. 
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At times, we see photos 
published that show our 
defence personnel at work, 
mostly in setup shots, and 
hopefully doing good stuff. 
 
Occasionally a photo will 
grab your attention and this 
photo of one of our 
currently serving soldiers 
grabbed my attention. 
 
Positioned against a clear 
sky and a view of the moon 
I thought this photo was a very nice piece of work.  I couldn't resist sharing it with 
you. 
 

 
Something else I want to share with you is an email I received from 
Chris Richards who, until recently, was our TPI State President.  I will let 
Chris’ words tell the story. 
 

Hi All, 
 
Hope this email finds you well in these challenging times. 
 
As you may know, I'm on the Board of AWWQ (now located at the United 
Services Club Spring Hill).  Recently they have been successful in gaining 
funding for a Toyota Hi Ace Van to transport members to venues for 
various activities.  
 
The new van is (has been) delivered and it is hoped to gain a pool of 
casual volunteers who may be able to drive the van to support the ladies in 
accessing venues - initially in the Brisbane, Ipswich, Redcliffe, Caboolture, 
Sunshine Coast and Gold Coast areas. 
 
It's early days and usage protocols need to be developed, but if you think 
of someone you may know would be interested in assisting AWWQ then 
please contact the Executive Officer: Rachel Johnson at: 
Rachel@warwidowsqld.org.au  Phone: 38467706 
 
Thanks, and kind regards 
Chris Richards 
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If 

you 
know 

of 
som

eone 
who 

lives in rural or regional Queensland and who can’t get to an RSL, DVA or 
Centrelink office, then let them know that there is a mobile service that gets around 
Queensland.  Information about the Mobile Service Centres can be found at the 
following website: 
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/mobile-service-
centres 
 
Centre staff can help with a range of matters including new claims, updating 
information, using online accounts and the Express Plus Medicare mobile app.  
They can also provide information about how financial matters may affect your 
payments, Medicare registration and transactions, and social work support and 
referrals. 
 
Importantly, their mobile service centres also have information about Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs programs and support services for veterans and their families. 
 
I am not sure how long it takes them to get around Queensland because it is a very 
big state.  At the time of writing, the upcoming dates and locations for Queensland 
were: 
 

Where When 

Gayndah, in front of the Town Hall, Capper Street 1 September, 9 am to 4 pm 

Biggenden, opposite the Commercial Hotel/Motel 2 September, 9 am to 4 pm 

Biggenden, opposite the Commercial Hotel/Motel 3 September, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm 

Childers, near the Courthouse, Churchill Street 6 September, 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Childers, near the Courthouse, Churchill Street 7 September, 9 am to 4 pm 

Gin Gin, near Real Estate Agent, Mulgrave Street 8 September, 9 am to 4 pm 

Gin Gin, near Real Estate Agent, Mulgrave Street 9 September, 9 am to 3 pm 

 
By the way, the Mobile Service Centre in each state has a unique name - in 
Queensland it is named “Desert Rose”.  A call sign perhaps? 
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Just a note that we will be having our 2021 AGM on 
Monday 1 November 2021 at the Deception Bay Club 
commencing 0930.  On that morning the AGM will include 
an election for Office Bearers and Committee members.  
Secretary Mick has arranged for George Dragon to 
distribute the requisite nomination forms by email. 

 
George Dragon is currently updating our data base of 
members.  I ask that you complete the form George is 
providing, especially information on how we can contact 
you.  If you have an email address, recording this 
information is especially important because it is the best 
way to get our Commscord out and other information that 
we may need get to you in a hurry.  Forms will be available 
at our September meeting and BBQ 

 
And last of all, State Office is seeking contributions from TPI members 
for the next state TPI journal.  Contributor’s names will be attached to 
each article.  So, if you have an input, email your contribution to: 
 secretary@qldtpi.org.au 
 

Obviously not much has happened lately, so I really don't have that much to report.  
However, I am sure George will have a lot to keep you entertained in the 
Commscord (thanks mate). 
 
 
And remember, if the journey ahead seems too complicated, just focus on your first 
step, and then one step at a time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Take care. 

Phil 
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RAP  REPORT

The	Treasury	Report		Paddy		Mc	Scrooge	
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Nuf�ing	to	report	From	the		SECRETARY’S	DESK

 Michael K

What a busy month with many members undergoing operations, therapy
treatments, major medical diagnosises as well, as the usual members
continuing their medical managemnt plans. With privacy laws we are
unable to mention names but can say your committee members are
abreast of most cases and are always just phone call, email, message
]or otherwise away and we will be there in a ash with any support we 
can offer you.

Wishing all of you who are undergoing medical treatments the very best 
healing with your treatment management plans hoping to see them up 
and about enjoying a better quality of life that we all like to have.

With the Lock down and restrictions due to the 

dreaded covit I can report that we are in the same 

financial position as before.

My concern is that the cash holdings we hold may 

have been exposed to the covit strain so I suggest

we have our money laundered. My suggested plan is

for the executive members to take a bundle of 

ready cash and put it through the RSL pokie cash

laundering facility, can I get a seconder for that 

However I like Paddy’s suggestion that we launder our cash holdings and offer 
my services (even if I do it in myt own time) to taking a Bundle of the Oxford 
Scholar’s to the Rissole where I would put it through those horrible machines 
that advertise Jackpots then delivering small change out. 

Have you completed the members update form and more importantly
have you handed it in to a committee member so your details can be 
recorded? Forms are available on the table at the entry point
Please Note once the new register details are recorded any old contact
lists and registers will be obsolete and you will miss out in getting any 
communications news or updates as old info will not be used.  
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Moshe was sitting at the bar staring at his drink when a large, 
trouble-making biker steps up next to him, grabs his drink and gulps it 
down in one swig and menacingly says, 

“Thanks Jew Boy, whatcha going to do about it?"  
Moshe burst into tears. 

"Come on, man," the biker says, "I didn't think you'd CRY. I can’t stand to 
see a man crying. 

This is the worst day of my life," Moshe says. "I'm a complete failure. “I 
was late to a meeting and my boss fired me.  

“When I went to the parking lot, I found my car had been stolen and I don't 
have any insurance.  

"I left my wallet in the cab I took home. “I found my wife in bed with the 
postman and then my dog bit me.  

“So I came to this bar to work up the courage to put an end to it all.  

“I buy a drink; drop a capsule in and sit here watching the poison 
dissolve; then you show up and drink the whole thing! 

The 
Golfer
2021



18

Diary of a British soldier in Afghanistan:      
‘We’re on joint patrol with the Taliban, it’s surreal’ 

 In exclusive article for The Telegraph, servicemen describe life in Kabul as 
they come face to face with militants who killed their comrades 

  ByDanielle Sheridan, POLITICAL AND DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT20 August 2021 • 9:00pm 

  British forces from 16 Air Assault 
Brigade arrive in Kabul. Their week is 
documented, below, by Soldier 
A CREDIT: Ben Shread 

  British paratroopers in 
Afghanistan have found themselves 
effectively on “joint patrol” with the 
Taliban who killed their friends, 
soldiers have said. 

 The Telegraph has been speaking over the past week to servicemen from 16 
Air Assault Brigade’s 2 Para who are on the frontline in Kabul as part 
of Operation Pitting, the UK’s effort to rescue British nationals and eligible 
Afghans. 

  As city by city fell to the Taliban, the soldiers were dropped in under the cover 
of darkness to save as many as they could.  

  This is the story of their week.   

  Friday, August 13:  Soldier A did not expect to be packing his bags to deploy 
for a rescue mission to Kabul. He was due to be enjoying summer leave, 
switching off from the military and having a break. Instead, after Ben Wallace, 
the Defence Secretary, ordered a Non-combatant Evacuation Operation to be 
executed on Thursday, he was back on a C-17 Globemaster to Afghanistan, a p                                                                             
lace he had fought in many times before and thought he could leave behind.  

 Saturday, August 14: “It’s crazy out here,” Soldier A texted from Afghanistan. 
Within 2 hours of touching down at Hamid Karzai International Airport in 
Kabul, he had taken to the streets to rescue people.  “Everyone from 2 Para 
landed and went straight into it, we had no choice,” he said. “It was really 
chaotic as Kabul was falling.” The streets were busy, the night was hot, and at 
times personnel were forced to dismount their military vehicles to move 
displaced people out of their way so that they could find those they had been 
sent to rescue. The passengers, a combination of expats, dual nationals and 
people working with NGOs and contractors, had been instructed by the Foreign 
Office to report to a secure location, where they were picked up by the soldiers. 
“We scooped up most of the British nationals on the first day, but I believe 
there are a few still out there,” he said. Among them were blind, pregnant and 
disabled people.  
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. ������ �������� �  �� ����� �  � �� Y  ��� 
airport CREDIT: Ben Shread 

  Sunday, August 15: In the early hours 
of the morning, the evacuees were 
brought to the airfield. Ensuring the 
safe passage of the civilians to the 
airport was a “phenomenal” effort, 
which required coordination between 
the Royal Air Force and other agencies, 
including the US military, Afghan 
police and the Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Office. Once inside, 
the evacuees were fed and given the 
chance to rest.  

 However, the soldier said “conditions were basic, reflecting the emergency 
nature of the extraction”. Those who had been rescued were “relieved to be 
getting out”. “A friendly British face goes a long way,” Soldier A said. By 
nightfall, the capital had fallen to the Taliban.  

  Monday, August 16: At around 11.30am, 2 Para had completed their first 
evacuation of around 200 British nationals from Afghanistan. Packed into a 
military aircraft, the evacuees travelled to the UK via another location in the 
Middle East. “The guys and girls here have been exceptional,” Soldier A said. 
“Likewise, some of the Afghans have been unbelievably brave.” 

 With the first evacuees safely in the air, the soldiers went on to occupy the 
Baron Hotel complex around 600 metres from the perimeter of the airport, 
working around the clock. “I’m sleeping less than an hour at a time,” Soldier A 
said. “I’ve completely lost track of days.” 

 Tuesday, August 17: Crowds of people swelled around the airport entrance. 
“It’s chaos,” Soldier A explained. “People are fighting for their lives to get in 
and British soldiers are at the front of it.” The Taliban appeared to be making it 
extremely difficult for those seeking evacuation. “People are shaking with fear 
when they get to us because of the ordeal of getting past the Taliban to reach 
us,” he added. 

  The emotional strain of what they are seeing - men and women sobbing, 
pleading for their lives - takes its toll on the soldiers. “We do a job that 
volunteers us for some of the most extreme environments on earth,” Soldier A 
said. “We understand that when we sign on the dotted line, and we do what we 
have to do. But it doesn’t mean we always enjoy it.” 

 Wednesday, August 18: It is not lost on the soldiers just how unprecedented it 
is to be operating in a collegiate way with the Taliban. Many on the ground 
fought them over the 20-year war and lost colleagues along the way. However, 
today, they are not being obstructive.  “I’m pretty much on a joint patrol with 
them,” Soldier A said. “It means we stand about five feet away from them. It’s 
surreal.”  In order to get through it he said, “I’m separating the two now”, but 
conceded that the entire situation was “pretty unfathomable”. 



  “I am a little concerned, perhaps less about the Taliban’s behaviour changing, 
more about people becoming desperate,” he said.   

 

  Between Sunday, August 15 and Friday, 
August 20,  Britain had evacuated more than 
2,400 people, 599 of them UK nationals. 

Soldier A said: 'Without all the right 
documentation they just become good people 
we can’t take' CREDIT: Ben Shread 

 Thursday, August 19: Flights have started to leave regularly and Soldier A is 
confident that the UK has developed “a really good system to transition chaos” 
in order to enable orderly departures. They have also picked up people from a 
number of other nations. If things keep going at pace he believes British troops 
will be out by August 31. “We are still on for the end of the month because the 
real question is will the Taliban accept a delay, they want us out,” he said. 
Asked if he believed they will evacuate everyone they were sent to recover by 
that deadline, he added: “We are certainly trying.” 

  Friday, August 20: Since Sunday, Britain has evacuated more than 2,400 
people, 599 of them UK nationals. However, frustration has been brewing on the 
ground as to why the mission was left so “last minute”.  

  “Why we didn’t do it a month ago when the rest of the UK mission withdrew is 
beyond me,” Solider A said.  “The country was stable then. Yes, it was the plan 
to send us in, but it doesn’t make sense – take a load of people and their kit out 
of a place, to send different people and kit to the same place a month later.”  
The soldiers are the ones who have the difficult job of turning desperate people 
away at the gates of the airport.  “Without all the right documentation they just 
become good people we can’t take,” Soldier A said, although he insisted that 
despite the emotional hardship the male and female soldiers alike would carry 
on with their mission in the vein they had started. “They really are doing an 
awesome job,” he said. 
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 Below is the summary of Macron's speech on 12/6/21 in France announcing measures 
for those who do not want to be vaccinated.  The next day there were a million 
appointments to get vaccinated. 

  "I no longer have any intention of sacrificing my life, my time, my freedom and 
the adolescence of my daughters, as well as their right to study properly, for 
those who refuse to be vaccinated. This time you stay at home, not us." 

 "It’s a matter of individual responsibility [...] but also a matter of our freedom" 

 In France, those who do not get vaccinated will no longer be able to go to 
restaurants, cafes (from early August), cinemas & museums (from July 21) and 
get on airplanes or trains (from August).  Alternatively, you will have to submit 
a negative test, which will no longer be free (49 euros for the PCR, 29 for the 
antigen). 

 Macron then announced the vaccination obligation for medical personnel & for 
those who work in contact with fragile people.  Since September 15, a nurse 
who has refused to be vaccinated will no longer be able to go to work and 
receive a salary.  "We cannot make those who have the civic sense to get 
vaccinated bear the burden of inconvenience," Macron said. "The restrictions 
will weigh on others, those who for reasons incomprehensible in the country of 
Louis Pasteur, science and the Enlightenment still hesitate to use the only 
weapon available against the pandemic, the vaccine."  "I am aware of what I am 
asking you," he said, "and I know that you are ready for this commitment. This 
is, in a sense, part of your sense of duty." 

 “Get vaccinated!” was the president’s overall message. He even tweeted a GIF 
of himself repeating the phrase.  “The equation is simple. The more we 
vaccinate, the less space we leave this virus to circulate.” 

 Macron explained that the government was striving to achieve a 100% vaccination 
rate across the country. 

Extract of France President Macron’s Speech
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 CRABBY OLD WOMAN 
 
 What do you see, nurses what do you see?  What are you thinking when you’re looking at me             

 A crabby old woman not very wise,   Uncertain of habit with faraway eyes? 

 Who dribbles her food and makes no reply, when you say in a loud voice I  wish you’d try! 

 Who seems not to notice the things that you do,  And forever is losing a sock or shoe!   

 Who, resisting or not let’s you do as you will, with bathing and feeding the long day to fill?   

 Is that what you’re thinking?  Is that what you see? 

 Then open your eyes nurse you are not looking at ME!! 

 I’ll tell you who I am as I sit here so still, As I do at your bidding, as I eat at your will.   

 I’m a small child of ten with a father and mother, brothers and sisters who love one another. 

 A young girl of sixteen with wings on her feet.  Dreaming that soon now a lover she’ll meet.  A bride 
soon at twenty my heart gives a leap, remembering the vows that I promised to keep. 

 At twenty five now.  I have young of my own who need me to guide and a secure happy home.   

A woman of thirty my young now grown fast, bound to each other with ties that should last.                    
At forty, my young sons have grown and are gone,  but my man is beside me to see I don’t mourn  

 At fifty once more babies play round my knee.  Again we know children my loved one and me  

 Dark days are upon me, my husband is dead, I look at the future I shudder with dread  

 For my young are all rearing young of their own, and I think of the years and the love I have known.  
I’m now an old woman and nature is cruel.  Tis jest to make old age look like a fool.  The body it 
crumbles, grace and vigor depart.       

 There is now a stone where I once had a heart.                                   

 BUT inside this old carcass a young girl still dwells,  and now and again my battered heart swells. 
Swells 

  I remember the joys, I remember the pain and I’m loving and living life over again. 

 I think of the years all too few, gone too fast.  And accept the stark fact that nothing can last.  So open 
your eyes people open and see NOT a crabby old woman…look CLOSER SEE ME!!! 
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News from the street is that one of our RAAF veteran lads who we all know 
probably never road a bicycle due to the RAAF doctrine of “Never use your 
own energy when you can use the provided servants to do it for you.
However this Gentleman with questionable wisdom thought it a great idea
and to save time  warming up at the GYM when he got there, he came up 
with the idea that a bike ride down to the Gym could count as his warm up!!

The problem was that the bike he rode had no TRAINER Wheels fitted for use
by the RAAF guys, most of us aware their limited experience on manual labour
and childhood skills would see them quite taxed on riding a pedal bike.
                                                                            As fate would have it no sooner did our
                                                                             intrepid RAFFY get on a bike and take
                                                                            off  when an abrupt life lesson struck as 
                                                                            he hit a small Pebble on the path resulting 
                                                                            in an embarasing & unceramonious arse  
                                                                            over heels as he flew over his handle bars  
                                                                            without grace or style our Judges scored
                                                                           his effort and their comments.

RAAF Veteran attempting new Activity

3 42

A very ordinary

attempt with very

limited form

No Grace
No Style
No Brains

a fellow
RAAFY, so
Embarrasing 
He Shouldn’t
have tried it

However his better half Jan, has researched 
the matter and arranged for him to ride the 
suitable form of Cycle more fitting for
Ex RAAFy’s on any future attempts.
It is a TRICYCLE in RAAF colours with 
the optional Wide wheels to assist in
preventing over-toppling and also able to
traverse pebbles on the path
Go for it Laddy we know you can leap 
tall buildings in a single bound 
when you wear your red ........ 

The double 
sommersauilt
with a Half 
Twist attempt

S

Oh
Sh!t
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 BYE BYE BLACKBIRD 

 FROM AN SR-71 PILOT.......Very interesting read.... SR-71 Blackbird 

 

 

 In April 1986, following an 
attack on American soldiers in a 
Berlin disco, President Reagan 
ordered the bombing of 
Muammar Qaddafi's terrorist 
camps in Libya  
 

 My duty was to fly over Libya , 
and take photographs recording 
the damage our F-111's had 
inflicted. 

 Qaddafi had established a 'line of death,' a territorial marking 
across the Gulf of Sidra , swearing to shoot down any intruder, that 
crossed the boundary. 

 On the morning of April 15, I 
rocketed past the line at 2,125 
mph. 
 I was piloting the SR-71 spy plane, 
the world's fastest jet, 
accompanied by a Marine Major 
(Walt), the aircraft's 
reconnaissance systems officer 
(RSO). 

 We had crossed into Libya , and were approaching our final turn 
over the bleak desert landscape, when Walt informed me, that he 
was receiving missile launch signals. 

 I quickly increased our speed, calculating the time it would take for 
the weapons, most likely SA-2 and SA-4 surface-to-air missiles, 
capable of Mach 5 - to reach our altitude. 

 I estimated, that we could beat the rocket-powered missiles to the 
turn, and stayed our course, betting our lives on the plane's 
performance. 
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 After several agonizingly long seconds, we made the turn and 
blasted toward the Mediterranean .... 

 'You might want to pull it back,' Walt suggested. It was then that I 
noticed I still had the throttles full forward. 

 The plane was flying a mile every 1.6 seconds, well above our Mach 
3.2 limit.  It was the fastest we would ever fly. 

 I pulled the throttles to idle, just south of Sicily , but we still 
overran the refuelling tanker, awaiting us over Gibraltar ... 
 
 Scores of significant aircraft 
have been produced, in the 100 
years of flight, following the 
achievements of the Wright 
brothers, which we celebrate in 
December. 

 Aircraft such as the Boeing 707, 
the F-86 Sabre Jet, and the P-51 
Mustang, are among the 
important machines, that have 
flown our skies. 

  

 But the SR-71, also 
known as the Blackbird, 
stands alone as a 
significant contributor to 
Cold War victory, and as 
the fastest plane ever, 
and only 93 Air Force 
pilots, ever steered the 
'sled,' as we called our 
aircraft. 



 To our surprise, a navy F-18 came over the radio, with a ground 
speed check. 

 I knew exactly what he was doing. 

 Of course, he had a ground speed indicator in his cockpit, but he 
wanted to let all the bug-smashers in the valley, know what real 
speed was, 'Dusty 52, we show you at 620 on the ground,' ATC 
responded. 

 The situation was too ripe. 

 I heard the click of Walt's mike button in the rear seat. In his most 
innocent voice, Walt startled the controller by asking for a ground 
speed check from 81,000 feet, clearly above controlled airspace. In 
a cool, professional voice, the controller replied, 'Aspen 20, I show 
you at 1,982 knots on the ground.' We did not hear another 
transmission on that frequency, all the way to the coast. 

 

                 < /SPAN>  

 The Blackbird always showed 
us something new, each 
aircraft possessing its own 
unique personality. 

 In time, we realized we were 
flying a national treasure. 

 When we taxied out of our 
revetments for take-off, people 
took notice. 

 Traffic congregated near the airfield fences, because everyone 
wanted to see, and hear the mighty SR 71. 

 You could not be a part of this program, and not come to love the 
airplane. 

 Slowly, she revealed her secrets to us, as we earned her trust.. 

 One moonless night, while flying a routine training mission over 
the Pacific, I wondered what the sky would look like from 84,000 
feet, if the cockpit lighting were dark. 

 While heading home on a straight course, I slowly turned down all 
of the lighting, reducing the glare and revealing the night sky. 

 Within seconds, I turned the lights back up, fearful that the jet 
would know, and somehow punish me. 

 But my desire to see the sky, overruled my caution, I dimmed the 
lighting again. 

 To my amazement, I saw a bright light outside my window. 

 As my eyes adjusted to the view, I realized that the brilliance was 
the broad expanse of the Milky Way, now a gleaming stripe across 
the sky. 28



 The SR-71, was the brainchild of Kelly Johnson, the famed 
Lockheed designer, who created the P-38, the F-104 Starfighter, 
and the U-2. 

 After the Soviets shot down Gary Powers U-2 in 1960, Johnson 
began to develop an aircraft, that would fly three miles higher, and 
five times faster, thanthe spy plane, and still be capable of 
photographing your license plate. 

 However, flying at 2,000 mph would create intense heat on the 
aircraft's skin. Lockheed engineers used a titanium alloy, to 
construct more than 90 percent of the SR-71, creating special tools, 
and manufacturing procedures to hand-build each of the (40 
planes.. (Wow ! ! ! 40 planes???? I thought only 7.) Special heat-
resistant fuel, oil, and hydraulic fluids, that would function at 
85,000 feet, and higher, also had to be developed.  

 

 In 1962, the first Blackbird 
successfully flew, and in 1966, 
the same year I graduated from 
high school, the Air Force began 
flying operational SR-71 
missions. 

 I came to the program in 1983, 
with a sterling record and a 
recommendation from my 
commander, completing the 
weeklong interview, and 
meeting Walt, my partner for 
the next four years. 

 He would ride four feet behind me, working all the cameras, radios, 
and electronic jamming equipment. 

 I joked, that if we were ever captured, he was the spy, and I was 
just the driver. 

 He told me to keep the pointy end forward. 

 We trained for a year, flying out of Beale AFB in alifornia , Kadena 
Airbase in Okinawa , and RAF Mildenhall in England .. 

 On a typical training mission, we would take off near Sacramento , 
refuel over Nevada , accelerate into Montana , obtain a high Mach 
speed over Colorado , turn right over New Mexico, speed across the  
Los Angeles Basin, run up the West Coast, turn right at Seattle , 
then return to Beale. 

 Total flight time:- Two Hours and Forty Minutes. 

 One day, high above Arizona , we were monitoring the radio traffic, 
of all the mortal airplanes below us. First, a Cessna pilot asked the 
air traffic controllers to check his ground speed. 'Ninety knots,' ATC 
replied. A Bonanza soon made the same request. 'One-twenty on 
the ground,' was the reply. 
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 Where dark spaces in the sky, had usually existed, there were now 
dense clusters, of sparkling stars. 

 Shooting Stars, flashed across the canvas every few seconds. 

 It was like a fireworks display with no sound. 

 I knew I had to get my eyes back on the instruments, and 
reluctantly, I brought my attention back inside. 

 To my surprise, with the cockpit lighting still off, I could see every 
gauge, lit by starlight. 

 In the plane's mirrors, I could see the eerie shine of my gold 
spacesuit, incandescently illuminated, in a celestial glow. 

 I stole one last glance out the window. Despite our speed, we 
seemed still before the heavens, humbled in the radiance of a much 
greater power. 

 For those few moments, I felt a part of something far more 
significant, than anything we were doing in the plane. 

 The sharp sound of Walt's voice on the radio, brought me back to 
the tasks at hand, as I prepared for our descent. 
 

 
 

 The SR 71 was an expensive 
aircraft to operate. 

 The most significant cost was 
tanker support, and in 1990, 
confronted with budget 
cutbacks, the Air Force retired 
the SR 71. 

 

 The SR 71 served six presidents, 
protecting America for a quarter 
of a century. 

 Unbeknown to most of the country, the plane flew over North 
Vietnam , Red China , North Korea , the Middle East , South Africa , 
Cuba , Nicaragua , Iran , Libya , and the Falkland Islands . On a 
weekly basis, the SR 71, kept watch over every Soviet Nuclear 
Submarine, Mobile Missile Site, and all of their troop movements. 
 It was a key factor in winning the Cold War. 

 I flew about 500 hours in this aircraft. I knew her well. She gave 
way to no plane, proudly, with great impunity. She defeated every 
missile, outran every MIG, and always brought us home. 

 In the first 100 years of manned flight, no aircraft was more 
remarkable. The Blackbird had outrun nearly 4,000 missiles, not 
once taking a scratch from enemy fire. 

 On her final flight, the Blackbird, sped from Los Angeles to 
Washington in 64 Minutes, averaging 2,145 mph   
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	ZEN		TEACHINGS	

	3.				No	one	is	listening	until	you	fart.		

	8.		If	at	first	you	don't	succeed,	skydiving	is	not	for	you.		

		19.	We	are	born	naked,	wet	and	hungry,	and	get	slapped	on	our	ass	...	then	
things	just	keep	getting	worse.	

 IRISH DIVORCE 

		A	man	in	Ireland	calls	his	son	 in	London	the	day	before	Christmas	Eve	and	says,	"I	
hate	to	ruin	your	day	but	I	have	to	tell	you	that	your	mother	and	I	are	divorcing;	 	
forty-five	 years	 of	misery	 is	 enough".	 "Dad,	what	 are	 you	 talking	 about?'"	 the	 son	
screams.	"We	can't	stand	the	sight	of	each	other	any	longer",	the	father	says.	 	
	"We're	sick	of	each	other	and	I'm	sick	of	talking	about	this,	so	you	call	your	sister	in		
Leeds	and	tell	her".	Frantically,	the	son	calls	his	sister,	who	explodes	on	the	 	
phone,	"Like	hell,	 they're	 getting	divorced",	 she	 shouts,	"I'll	 take	 care	of	 this".	 She	
calls	Ireland	immediately	and	screams	at	her	father,	"You	are	NOT	getting	 	
divorced.	Don't	 do	 a	 single	thing	until	 I	 get	there.	 I'm	 calling	my	brother	back	 and	
we'll	both	be	there	tomorrow.	Until	then,	don't	do	a	thing,	DO	YOU	HEAR	ME?"	 	
and	 hangs	 up.	 The	 old	 man	 hangs	 up	 his	 phone	 and	 smiling,	 turns	 to	 his	
wife.		"Done!	They're	coming	for	Christmas	-	and	they're	paying	their	own	way!"	
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NANANGO-KINGAROY TPI GOLFERS TOUR
Your time runs out today to get
your name down to join in with
the Golfing Swingers & Hookers 
tour group to Nanango on 28th 
to 1st Sept

Admiral Dave Rickman is in charge
 so if you would like to join the Happy
Hookers & Swingers group don’t 
hesitate contact: 
Dave on Phone :-  0458 883 108
Email:- david_rickman@bigpond.com

don't leave it as close date is TODAY

The tour is self drive or car pool 
with another member and Paddy
will as usual contribute some $$$
towards the Tour of 2021 
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 The room was full of pregnant women with their husbands ... 

 The instructor said, "Ladies, remember 
that exercise is good for you. Walking is 
especially beneficial - it strengthens the 
pelvic muscles and will make delivery 
that much easier. Just pace yourself, 
make plenty of stops and try to stay on a 
soft surface, like a grass path. 
 "Gentlemen, remember -- you're in this 
together. It wouldn't hurt you to go 
walking with her. In fact, that shared 
experience would be good for you both." 

 The room suddenly became very quiet as the men absorbed this information. 
 After a few moments a man, name unknown, at the back of the room, slowly 
raised his hand. 
 "Yes ?" said the Instructor. 
 "I was just wondering if it would be all right if she carries a golf bag?" 
   
 Brings a tear to your eye, doesn't it? ... 

 (THIS LEVEL OF SENSITIVITY CAN'T BE TAUGHT) ...  



 SAS soldiers declare war on Brereton 

 MATTHEW BENNS CLARE ARMSTRONG 

 ‘Lives ruined’ by war crimes inquiry 

 SPECIAL Forces soldiers are preparing a legal class action over their treatment during the 
inquiry into alleged war crimes in Afghanistan by Major General Paul Brereton. 
 Thirteen soldiers from the Special Air Service given notices to show cause why they should not 
be dismissed after the Brereton report came out have now been told there is not “sufficient 

information” for their cases to be referred to investigators. 

 It is understood that in addition to the group’s challenge of the inquiry’s legitimacy in the high 
court they are planning individual cases over the way Major General Brereton (pictured) and 
his inquiry teams interrogated soldiers. 

 “We were told we did not need legal representation and were then not allowed to leave the 
room for hours at a time,” one Special Forces operative told The Courier-Mail. 
It is understood soldiers broke down in tears as they were repeatedly harangued to produce 
evidence pointing to war crimes. 

 “Then statements were mailed to soldiers living on the SAS base at Swanbourne naming the 
person making allegations against them,” he said. “These were people living next door to each 
other, it’s almost as though they wanted to set fire to the place.” 

 In November, the Brereton report recommended 19 individuals be investigated by the Office 
of Special investigations on the basis of “credible information” of war crimes. However, the 

information gathered by the inquiry does not meet the standards of evidence to be admissible 
in a court of law. 

 Chief of the Defence Force Angus Campbell issued an apology to the Australian public when 
the report was issued. He did not respond to requests for a similar public apology to the 13 
soldiers told last week that he was “not satisfied that there is sufficient information available 
to me to refer the matter” to investigators. 

 When the report came out, Prime Minister Scott Morrison apologised and promised “justice is 
provided and compensation is paid to the victims”. 
 Yesterday he said it was “very relevant” the soldiers had their notices quietly withdrawn. “It 
just goes to show that there are people making assumptions about these issues and shouldn’t 

be making those assumptions,” he said. 

 Former Special Forces major Heston Russell said a public apology was needed. “These men 
have had their lives ruined by these allegations and have been persecuted for nearly a year 
without a day in court,” he said. 

 “The Australian public and parts of the media were too quick to throw their hands up in the 
air and believe our soldiers were guilty of war crimes. Now the Taliban is back, they can see 
the barbarity our soldiers were dealing with.” 
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And from one of our own members is this concern shared relating to 
the mens Prostrate Problems 
 
Čts	with	concern	that	l	notify	members	that	my	Urologists	has	informed	me	that	DVA	
will	be	cutting	funding	to	Robotic	Prostate	removal.		

They	will	be	cutting	the	funding	of	this	operation	by	$2500.00		

He	said	that	at	the	end	of	the	month	the	Urological	Ass	of	Australia	will	probably	
decide	to	no	longer	continue	offering	this	treatment	to	gold	card	DVA	patients	
through	private	hospitals.	

This	will	mean	that	the	only	option	for	us	will	be	radical	Prostate	surgery	that	is	a	
lot	more	invasive	surgery	and	harder	to	recover	from.	

I would like to let the members know about my most recent experience at the 
Caboolture Private Hospital.  
I had surgery at the North West Private Hospital and couldn't ask for better 
treatment and care excellent.  
However my follow-up for my tiral avoid to remove the catheter was made by my 
surgeon to be undertaken at the Caboolture Private that turned into a disaster. 
L rang the Cab Pte Hosp to confirm the time of my admission where they 
informed me that they had nothing for me to have this procedure done. 
So after ringing my surgeon’s rooms they confirmed that all was sent from their 
end. 
Again I rang Cab Pte Hosp and miracu-ass-ly they said that they would fit me in. 
But now informed me that there was an upfront fee of $480.00 to be paid by me 
prior to the procedure date and time 
Getting a tad agitated and somewhat distressed with the news l rang DVA and 
was informed that no gold card holder through DVA should ever be charged an 
upfront fee. 
Again back to ringing the hospital & after some heated discussion they waved 
their fee. 
The treatment that l received following my admission is another story. It was that 
bad my surgeon has asked me to write to him with my experience so he can 
investigate.  
The Caboolture Private reasons for the upfront fees were due to the fact that my 
surgery was not done at Caboolture. However the Hospital has no facility for the 
operation I had and is not available to be done at Caboolture. They are both 
Ramsay health services so I cannot work out their reasoning.  
 
I hope this May help anyone who finds themselves in this position.  

Welcome to the world of Hospital Dealings

A member sharing his experience at Caboolture Private Hospital
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 A  SHORT LOVE STORY 

 A man and a woman who had never met before, but who were both married to 
other partners, found themselves assigned to the same sleeping room on the 
Ghan train.  

 Though  initially embarrassed and uneasy over sharing a room, they were both 
very tired  and fell asleep quickly, he in the upper berth and she in the  lower 

 At 1:00 AM, the man leaned  down and gently woke the woman saying, "Ma'am, 
I'm sorry to bother you, but would you be willing to reach into the closet to get 
me a second blanket?  I'm awfully cold." 

 "I have a better idea," she replied. "Just for tonight, let's pretend that we're 
married." 

 "Wow!  That's a great idea!", he exclaimed. 

 "'Good", she replied. "Get your own frigging blanket." 

 After a moment of silence, he farted. 

                                 The  end…. 
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Back on the Bottle just 
another Covit side effect



  

 

 

 

 

Anyone remember the poet Pam 
Ayres? Well, she's  73 and still 
going strong. 
This is her latest ode to 
coronavirus… 

I'm normally a social girl 
I love to meet my mates 
But lately with the virus here 
We can't go out the gates. 
 
 You see, we are the 'oldies' now 
We need to stay inside 
If they haven't seen us for a while 
They'll think we've upped and died. 
 
 They'll never know the things we did 
Before we got this old 
There wasn't any Facebook 
So not everything was told. 
 
 We may seem sweet old ladies 
Who would never be uncouth 
But we grew up in the 60s - 
If you only knew the truth! 
 
 Then we settled down, got married 
And turned into someone's mum, 
Somebody's wife, then nana, 
Who on earth did we become? 

There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll 
The pill and miniskirts 
We smoked, we drank, we partied 
And were quite outrageous flirts. 
  
We didn't mind the change of pace 
Because our lives were full 
But to bury us before we're dead 
Is like a red rag to a bull! 
 
 So here you find me stuck inside 
For four weeks, maybe more 
I finally found myself again 
Then I had to close the door! 
 
 It didn’t really bother me 
I'd while away the hour 
I'd bake for all the family 
But I've got no flaming flour! 
 
 Now Netflix is just wonderful 
I like a gutsy thriller 
I'm swooning over Idris 
Or some random sexy killer. 
 
 At least I've got a stash of booze 
For when I'm being idle 
There's wine and whiskey, even gin 
If I'm feeling suicidal! 
 
 So let's all drink to lockdown 
To recovery and health 
And hope this awful virus 
Doesn't decimate our wealth. 
 
 We'll all get through the crisis 
And be back to join our mates 
Just hoping I'm not far too wide 
To fit through the flaming gates! 
 

 

Another late Poem Offering from a member
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A far more accurate account of the events of that fateful morning....  A far more accurate account of the events of that fateful morning....  

Just Love
This one for all our

LADIES

Baby bear goes downstairs, sits in his small chair at 
the table.  
He looks into his small bowl. It is empty. 

    'Who's been eating my porridge?' he squeaks 

 
 Mummy Bear puts her head through the serving hatch from the 
kitchen and yells, 'For heaven's sake, how often do I go through this 
with you idiots?  
 It was Mummy Bear who got up first.  
 It was Mummy Bear who woke everyone in the house.  
 It was Mummy Bear who made the coffee.  
 It was Mummy Bear unloaded the dishwasher & put everything away.  
 It was Mummy Bear who swept the floor in the kitchen.  
 It was Mummy Bear who went out early morning to get paper & 
Bread.  
 It was Mummy Bear who set the damn table.  
 'It was Mummy Bear who walked the bloody dog, cleaned the cat's 
litter, gave them their food, and refilled their water, 'And now that 
you've decided to drag your sorry bear-arses downstairs and grace 
Mummy Bear with your grumpy presence, listen carefully, because I'm 
only going to say this once... 
 
 'I HAVEN'T MADE YOUR PORRIDGE YET' 

Daddy Bear arrives at the big table and sits in his big 
chair...  
He looks into his big bowl and it is also empty.  

'Who's been eating my porridge?!?' he roars.  
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Members Questionaire
We need to update our member register after noting outdated information and 
we don't have next of Kin details in the event of emergencies. 
With Covit - 19 requiring we follow a duty of care to members & comply to the 
government expectations we at all times have a safe workplace at our meetings 
BBQ’s & gatherings  tey are workplaces. To comply we must keep an acurate 
register of members details so if our records are accessed for any emergency or 
a covit exposure happens on any of our events or sites it is vital we can contact 
everyone without delay.
Please complete this form for every member & hand to George, Paddy or Bill  so 
your information can be updated with current correct information.

 Members Current Details:
 
Name:   ........................................     Surname:   .........................................

Address:    .....................................................................................................

Town ......................................................................   Post Code:  ...............

Phone Home:  07) ................................    Mobile:   ....................................

Email:   ................................................................  TPI Badge No:  ................

Where did you serve in the ADF:      ARMY / & Corps .........................

  NAVY Ship Or base ...................... /  RAAF  & Base  .............................

Next of Kin:

Vacinations:  Have you had Vaccination for: (Circle Yes / No & type)

Covit 19:   Yes / No      AstraZeneca / Pfizer     Appx Date: .....................

Please complete one form for each person that is a member

Signed:  ................................................            Date:  ......../......../ 2021

NOK  Name:  ................................      Surname:  ....................................

Relationship:  ................................    Phone No:  ................................ 

Email Address: .......................................................................................

Month Year
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CALENDAR OF 2021 ACTIVITIES 

Our Monthly Meetings are held commencing at 10am on the first 
Monday of each Month at the Deception Bay Club located at the

Cnr Bailey Rd and Bayview Rd, Deception Bay,
You are invited to join us so why not come along have a cuppa &

mingle with our members who are  laid back enjoying a yarn and 
the company & mateship with their like minded Ex Services family

types we are Non Political, just enjoying each others company and a 
few laughs.

Following the meeting days we hold our free BBQ for members on the 
FRIDAY FOLLOWING OUR MONTHLY MONDAY MEETINGS

Commencing at around 8am at:   Jamieson Park Scarborough around the
corner from Morgans seafood and the Boating precinct at Scarborough

so why not join us for a totally free sossage sizzle, drinks, coffee/tea, cake 
and biscuits with a mostly  laid back relaxed social BBQ feel good chat 

Come and get together with like minded people enjoying the value of  nice 
like minded company.

Come and join us at our Meetings or BBQ

										
Sept		6th					General	Meeting		WITH	SOME	LUCK		BUT	SAFETY	FIRST
											10th			BBQ	Sizzle	at		FSB	-	Jammiesen	Park,	Scarborough
											15th			Ladies	Morning	Tea	&	Tattle	Tales	at	Burpengary	club
										28th				Swingers	&	Hookers	Golf	Group	Away	Trip	to		Nanango

Oct				4th				General	Meeting
											8th				BBQ	Sizzle	at		FSB	-	Jammiesen	Park,	Scarborough
										24th		Day	at	the	Races	“GG’s”	Corbauld	Park	Caloundra

Nov			1st					General	Meeting		
											5th					BBQ	Sizzle	at		FSB	-	Jammiesen	Park,	Scarborough
									

Dec				4th				Xmas	Party	Dinner		at	Dolphins	Leagues	Club
											10th		Xmas	Picnic	at		FSB	-	Jammieson	Park,	Scarborough
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