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Monthly Meetings are held on the first Monday of each Month
these are followed by the Monthly BBQ/Picnics held on the  
Fridays following the first Monday  Meeting of each month

 
Meetings Now at:  The Club, Cnr Bailey Rd & Bayview Tce Deception Bay

BBQ’s are at:  Jamieson Park Scarborough BYO CHAIR
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All	correspondence	should	be	directed	to:
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     (Web assisted by Pedro)
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THE EDITORS PAGE

RAE
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Here we are in early April ! where has the first quarter gone it feels like onlyHere we are in early April ! where has the first quarter gone it feels like only

yesterday we were sitting down to Xmas Lunch.yesterday we were sitting down to Xmas Lunch.

I hope you all have got your first Covit Vaccination some members like myself I hope you all have got your first Covit Vaccination some members like myself 

were told by our General Practitioners that we would have to wait until they were told by our General Practitioners that we would have to wait until they 

called us but I also heard that our medical practice attend the over 5o’s called us but I also heard that our medical practice attend the over 5o’s 

village on the island and do bulk immunization and vaccinations there firstvillage on the island and do bulk immunization and vaccinations there first

we thinks its because of financial considerations but then we could be wrong we thinks its because of financial considerations but then we could be wrong 

after all patients with Chronic Heart, Respiratory and other problems are after all patients with Chronic Heart, Respiratory and other problems are 

not a priority they can wait those extra weeks for their shots.not a priority they can wait those extra weeks for their shots.

With that and thanks to the grapevine within TPI Redcliffe we heard that With that and thanks to the grapevine within TPI Redcliffe we heard that 

the Hub at Morayfield were taking online appointments for the 70 plus agethe Hub at Morayfield were taking online appointments for the 70 plus age

bracket and we were in within 24 hours for the first shot.bracket and we were in within 24 hours for the first shot.

It is a welcome comfort knowing we have commenced our vaccination  TrekIt is a welcome comfort knowing we have commenced our vaccination  Trek

particularly now with the latest Covit Lockdown happening in SE Qld and particularly now with the latest Covit Lockdown happening in SE Qld and 

the increase in positive cases around 10 a day at present (is it the lull beforethe increase in positive cases around 10 a day at present (is it the lull before

the storm)the storm)

I hope you all get your vaccinations the committee haven’t  addressed or I hope you all get your vaccinations the committee haven’t  addressed or 

undertaken a risk assessment if there are members who have decided on undertaken a risk assessment if there are members who have decided on 

non - vaccination  could this impact on our members at meetings, Gatherings non - vaccination  could this impact on our members at meetings, Gatherings 

and events we organize.and events we organize.

                                                                        Cheers                                                                        Cheers
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ĠÞÑŒŒ H�Ö ŒOŎR ÒŌŊ R OMP H  
think of the anti-vax idiots. 
 I don’t apologise for that. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
The past month was quite a ride in eastern Australia, in particular the persistent 
precipitation we had for a week or so.  I hope everyone came through it OK. 
 
I have some mixed news to kick off my report this month.  We recommenced our 
monthly meetings with a great roll up at our new digs (The Decepton Bay Club).  
The feedback I have received so far is very favourable.  Many thanks to our 
Redcliffe TPI Family members for your support – we have a home again.  For those 
who could not get there, I admit that I did not take any photos, or if I did, I have lost 
them, so I will try at our next meeting. 
 
But…..since beginning to write this report the news I have from the Club is that they 
now will NOT open on Monday 5 April (Easter weekend) so the April General 
Meeting is cancelled and we have sent a message to everyone on our distribution 
list.  The next event will be the BBQ on Friday 9 April, and the next General Meeting 
will be on Monday 3 May (COVID permitting).  My apologies for these changes. 
 

After the meeting we discovered a lovely little café 
down by the bay and not very far from the club called 
The Zesty Lemon. 
 
One of the owners is ex-3RAR.  In the café I found 
that the people were pleasant and they provided 
superb service, the food was fabulous, and they had 
a beautiful blend of coffee that was not at all bitter.  
By the way, the coffee is sourced from an outfit in 
Clontarf. 
 
That particular day was a day of delightful discovery. 

 
We also had another sausage sizzle at FSB Jamieson which, thanks to our 
remarkable volunteers went off like clockwork as usual. The day was a complete 
contrast to the rainy days of late:  sun in abundance and plenty of camaraderie.    
 
Thanks to everyone for putting up with our COVID restrictions, which I don't think 
are a problem now but let’s see what the future holds. 
 
I am not sure if you know but, so that serving up our gastronomic delights goes 
smoothly, we pre-cook the snags and onions, then finish cooking them as we serve 
them to you – hopefully the snags are sufficiently black to suit your varying tastes. 
 
We always have a heap of volunteers to work the BBQ, so here are a couple of 
photos taken during the processes of pre-cooking and final finishing.  (Yes, I know, I 
need to block out the sunshine in the background). 



 

 
As they say - there can be no show without Punch.  Because our chefs have to 
coordinate their varying tasks, someone volunteered to be supervisor for the day. 

 
 
And then along came George roaring onto the 
scene on his new electric mobile, which attracted a 
lot of attention.  This little beauty folds up to fit in 
his vehicle – very nifty indeed mate. 
 
And just to round off the motoring segment, Dave 
showed us that you can have fun on a Harley on a 
Sunday.  Very nice machine. 
 
 
There was of course another very important event 
for our Redcliffe TPI Family this past month.  On 
25 March they gathered in numbers at 
Scarborough in the Sea, Salt and Vine.  “They” of 
course were some of our ladies who enjoyed 
brunch – sans hommes of course. 7
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Obviously, I couldn't be there, but I do have a photo from this gathering – I am not 
sure what about the collective noun for a gathering of COs.  Does anyone know? 
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On 5 March quite a few of us relived 
some music from the Vietnam era at 
the Redcliffe Entertainment Centre.  
The live concert featured iconic songs 
from the 60’s and early 70’s. 

 
It was an entertaining show, and the 
costumes were de rigueur for the various 
songs of the period.  The female vocalist 
made quite a few changes and, as a 
ballet dad, I can say that some changes 
were rather quick.   
 

 
As the show wound down the band took a 
selfie with the audience in the 
background.   
 
Whether it was a real selfie or not, I am 
positive that none of our TPI groupies will 
Make the  Cover of the Rolling Stone.  

 
Before the show, some of us groupies managed to get to the RSL for dinner.  I didn't 
manage to get photos of everyone, but this partial shot gives you the idea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Did I mention that the service and food in 
The Point restaurant was excellent?  
Looking in the mirror this morning, I now 
realise that we have just had a month for 
putting on weight. 
 
Prior to the show TPI Ted joined our 
groupies at the Redcliffe RSL for dinner, 
and here is some forensic evidence to 
prove it. 

 

 
 
I didn’t manage to catch Ted on the turps 
that night, but Mike was doing his best to 
feed him up before the show. 

10
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In April, some of our fearless Redcliffe TPI Family are 
flying to Norfolk Island where they will participate in 
numerous activities including Kapyong Day and 
ANZAC Day.  I have in a past report provided some 
information on Norfolk Island, but for first timers, here 
is a recap (did you know?). 

 
Norfolk Island is an external Australian territory in the Pacific Ocean about 1,600 km 
northeast of Sydney.  The island is one of Australia's most isolated communities and 
one of its oldest territories, having been settled six weeks after the Port Jackson. 
 
Norfolk Island has a diverse environment and notable historic sites offering a unique 
heritage seldom found elsewhere within Australia and around the world.  This 
remote island is also of major biological importance with many native species being 
unique to the island. 
 
In the 2016 census the population was 1,047 with approximately 20% identifying as 
having Pitcairn ancestry.  The main language on Norfolk Island is English, but some 
Norfolk Islanders speak the local language Norf'k which is a mix of Tahitian and Old 
English from the Bounty descendants. 
 
The Kingston and Arthur's Vale Historic Area (KAVHA) is recognised for its 
picturesque character, historic associations, outstanding Georgian buildings and 
townscape, and evocative ruins.  The site contributes to the life, identity and culture 
of Norfolk Island residents - couple of photos here of part of the area. 
 
The KAVHA site was previously occupied by 
the seafaring Polynesians, then as a British 
convict settlement from 1788 until 1814, and 
a subsequent phase of convict settlement 
between 1825 and 1855.  In 1856 the 
KAVHA site was settled by the Pitcairn Island 
descendants of the Bounty mutineers and 
Tahitians. 
 
In 2003 KAVHA was listed on the Norfolk 
Island Heritage Register and on Australia's 
National Heritage List in 2007.  In 2010 
KAVHA was inscribed on the World Heritage 
List as one of 11 historic sites that together 
form the Australian Convict Sites World 
Heritage Property.   
 
Have an enjoyable trip everyone! 
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I am not sure if you will recall, but after the 2019 TPI State AGM I 
advised you that the State AGM had a presentation on the topic of 
Aged Care including things to be aware of including financial 
pitfalls.  The presentation was well received by delegates, and we 
had hoped to have this presentation at one of our General 
Meetings last year. 

 
But, as you know, 2020 has been a long journey and the presentation didn't happen.  
However, I would like to inform you that we have arranged for that presentation to 
be given at our 3 May General Meeting. 
 
The basic advice is: if you, or someone you know, is contemplating aged care, even 
if it's not for some time then please seek advice from a Financial Advisor who 
specialises in Aged Care.  It is a minefield for the inexperienced and could prove 
costly for those who do not prepare themselves adequately.  The person who will 
provide the presentation is from DVA and is passionate about informing veterans on 
this important issue. 
 
I strongly advise you (veterans and especially partners) to attend our May 
General Meeting. 
 

Will you light up the dawn in 2021?  Queensland RSL is again 
encouraging people to Light Up The Dawn this ANZAC day.  I 
thought following the popularity of this occasion last year that it 
might become a regular event.  It certainly provides all people, old 
and young, who would otherwise not participate in a dawn service, 
with the opportunity to take part at home.  It will be interesting to 
see if it stands the test of time. 

 
If you are planning on going to RSL commemoration activities on ANZAC Day, make 
sure you check their website or contact the relevant sub-branch.  For example, at 
Redcliffe there will be a dawn commemoration, but not much else (check their 
website).  I am not sure about any other RSL/sub-branch that may be closer to you. 
 

For people who go to the Redcliffe RSL Club at any time, be aware 
that it is now easier to COVID check in.  They have joined the 
Queensland government’s list of establishments that use the “Check in 
Qld” QR codes.  The “Check in Qld” app can be downloaded from both 
the Apple App Store and Google Play.   

 
Unfortunately, not all establishments in Queensland have opted in at this stage, but 
it is a much easier process when they do.  For example, with the “Check in Qld” app 
you can nominate what they call “Frequent Guests”.  These can be family members 
and other people who often accompany you.  Once you input their details, that is it.  
When checking in you simply nominate who is with you saving you and them time. 
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I mentioned in my previous report that the ballot for President of TPI 
Queensland has been held.  Well, the ballot has been determined and 
a number of other positions have also been filled. Currently, State 
Management Committee is as follows:  
 

   President:  Ken Savage  
   Secretary:  George Robinson 
   Welfare Officer: John Custance 

 
If you can’t get to our meetings - can we help?  I realise that our 
changed meeting venue may provide challenges for some.  If this is the 
case, please contact someone on the committee and we will see who in 
our Redcliffe TPI Family may be able to help. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has paid their full membership for 2021, your 
support is very much appreciated.  We will continue to repay your 
support as best we can; by supporting you when needed and by 
providing opportunities for our Redcliffe TPI Family to get together, 
including our free and subsidised social events. 

 
However, Paddy has reminded me about people who pay direct to state but do not 
pay the additional amount to be a member of our Redcliffe TPI Family.  These 
people will be members of TPI Queensland, but not the Redcliffe Centre and as 
such will not be entitled to receive the benefits of belonging to our local group such 
as the newsletter and our free or subsidised social events, including our monthly 
BBQ. 
 
 
 
And remember, a person who never made a mistake, never made anything. 
 
Take care. 
 

Phil 
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 We had a novel experience at a recent meeting of our book club at the Men's Shed. One of our 
members said his wife said we should read a book called "Fifty Shades of Grey" as we could learn 
something from it. 

 All the guys were asked to attend our next meeting with some notes relating to their experience of 
reading the book and its relevance to our activities. At the next meeting we had a full house where 
all the guys recounted the literary impact of the novel.   Here are their experiences: 

 Billy Bob, 77 

 We tried various positions – round the back, on the side, up against a wall.But in the end we came 
to the conclusion the bottom of the garden was the only place for a good shed. 
 

 Raafy Lad, 76 
She stood before me, trembling in my shed 
“I’m yours for the night,” she gasped, “You can do whatever you want with me.” 
 So I took her to Bunnings. 

 Johnny Whiskers, 78 

 She knelt before me on the shed floor and tugged gently at first, then harder until finally it came. I 
moaned with pleasure.  Now for the other boot 

 Kenny Grains, 73 

 Ever since she read THAT book, I’ve had to buy all kinds of ropes, chains and shackles. 
 She still manages to get into the shed, though. 

Chookman, 60 

 “I’m a very naughty girl,” she said, biting her lip. “I need to be punished.” 
 So I invited my mum to stay for the weekend. 

 Navvy , 75 

 “Harder!” she cried, gripping the workbench tightly. “Harder!” 
 “Okay,” I said. “What’s the gross national product of Nicaragua?” 

 Strawberry Fields, 74 

 I lay back exhausted, gazing happily out of the shed window. 
 Despite my concerns about my inexperience, my strawberry’s had come up a treat. 

 Gorgy Guy, 70 

 “Are you sure you can take the pain?” she demanded, brandishing stilettos. 
 “I think so,” I gulped. 
 “Here we go, then,” she said, and showed me the receipt. 

 A voice from the backroom, 79 

 Hurt me!” she begged, raising her skirt as she bent over my workbench. 
 “Very well,” I replied. “You’ve got a fat arse and no dress sense.” 

 NuMoon Laddy, 88 

 “Punish me!” she cried. “Make me suffer like only a real man can!” 
 “Very well,” I replied, leaving the toilet seat up. 

50 Shades of Grey in the Mens Shed
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SICK PARADE

The	Treasury	Report
Copies	of	the	current	Financial	Statement	are	on	the		
table.	the	sponsortship	for	the	Ladies	Luncheon	as	
	the	Good	morning	Vietnam	show	has	had	minor	
impact	&	we	have	the	Golf	Trip	Away	to	support,
Isn’t	it	nice	to	be	back	to	business	as	usual	again	
																																					Paddy			Mc-Neil
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From	the	SECRETARY’S	DESK

Are	you	talking	to	me?	Who	are	You?	please	read	Are	you	talking	to	me?	Who	are	You?	please	read	
the		emails	sent	out	during	the	month	&	refer	to	the	the		emails	sent	out	during	the	month	&	refer	to	the	
minutes,	also	the	correspondence	in	&	out	that	covers	minutes,	also	the	correspondence	in	&	out	that	covers	
most	activity	occurring	during	the	busy	month.most	activity	occurring	during	the	busy	month.

Are	you	talking	to	me?	Who	are	You?	please	read	
the		emails	sent	out	during	the	month	&	refer	to	the	
minutes,	also	the	correspondence	in	&	out	that	covers	
most	activity	occurring	during	the	busy	month.

Michael K

Pauline Farmer enjoyed the Flower arrangement

she received from us it brightened her mood as

well as the room.

Both knees now been overhauld Pauline will be

the pacemaker in no time.

So busy &
no time to

Rest 

Everyone appears to be fit and healthy a nice finding for our

members even Paddy, George & Pirate have not had any time

inside a hospital this month must be close to a record
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 Redcliffe 

 The cop pulled up next to a guy unloading garbage out of his ute into the 

ditch.The copper asked, “Why are you dumping garbage in the ditch?  Can’t 

you see that sign right over your head.” 

 “Yep,” he replied. “That’s why I’m dumpin’ it here, ‘cause the sign says:  

‘Fine For Dumping Garbage.’” 

Our Clever Members Our Clever Members Our Clever Members 

You can get your bets down with 

Ladbrokes they have some top odds!!! 
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 To help save the economy, the Government will 
announce next month that the Immigration Department will 
start 

deporting senior citizens (instead of illegal’s) in order to 
lower pensions and healthcare costs (flu jabs, walkers, 

wheelchairs, free prescriptions, bus passes, etc.)  

 The Government has established that older people are 
easier to catch and, in most cases, will not remember how  

to get back home. 

 I started to cry when I thought of you  m ayb e I'd never see  
you again. Then it dawned on me... 
 

I'll w ave to you on the bus! 

 

Instead of wondering when your next holiday is
maybe you should look at setting up your life

so you don’t need to escape from it.
 



MEET YOUR SUB BRANCH MEMBERMEET YOUR SUB BRANCH MEMBERMEET YOUR SUB BRANCH MEMBER

John  Clarkson 
 John Clarkson was born on 1st July 1944 at Wynnum 
and was the only child to Aubrey and Doris coming 
into this world following some 14 years prior practice 
by the parents who were married in 1929.  Johns father 
held high status of Deputy Industrial Registrar in the 
Industrial Court within the Qld State Government, but 
sadly two heart attacks was one too many hence in 
1959, aged 58 years young he passed away suddenly. 

 You wouldn’t say John was a scholar at school neither was he gifted in the sporting 
arenas even though his father was a standout Rugby player just missing out on the Qld 
side, & was also an accomplished tennis player.thats possibly where Johns son, David, 
(born May 1980), got his sporting prowess as a half back or winger in both Rugby 
Union and League, backing up in summer months as a medium pace bowler at Cricket.   
However, John missed out on all those skills 

RAAF

Apprentice Vietnam Home RAMBO Gunship Guru

 During the school years, little Johnny just managed getting by with exams and tests, 
etc.  It wasn’t until he joined the RAAF as an apprentice at Wagga Wagga that he 
apparently responded to the strange type of teaching and he began to do better. 
(Excelling in the RAAF but!!! possibly may have found the Army a bit more 
challenging) 

In June 1976 John wed his wonderful wife Margaret and the family has grown to this 
day where they have two Children:Leane and Michelle (from Margaret’s 1st marriage) 
then later David, 6 Grandchildren:Christopher and Amy (from Leane), Scott and 
Michael (from Michelle), then Ethan and Heidi (from David’s marriage) and yes they 
are Great Grandparents to  Two boys and a girl – all from Christopher’s marriage. 
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In 20o4 they moved to Narangba and pursue a happy 
active life with many varied Interests keeping them 
busy like Travel firstly Caravanning up to 2016now by 
car Church being Members of North Pine Baptist; 
Reading fiction or biographies; Music Concerts of QLD 
Symphony Orchestra at QPAC averaging 6 per year; 
Probus Assoc meetings & outings; Ex-Service 
memberships: TPI Assoc; 9SQN Assoc; Australian 
Armourers Assoc; and RAAF Association.  

  John wrote a Book that covers his life during his RAAF life from the early 
apprenticeship start through the 20 years following where he had some 20 plus 
postings during his career covering many operational squadrons before and 
after the Vietnam War. Alas I admit I havn’t read it (my working life had me 
reading writing contracts presentations and constantly reading documents so 
on retiring I only read jokes and comics) the book was too long to include as a 
monthly series in the Comms however for members who are interested please 
get onto the Redcliffe Website where you can download a copy to read. 

 John has an abundance of experience within the RAAF one of the few who had 
experience in all types of squadrons Bomber, Fighter, Aircraft Trials, Choppers 
(including the Famous Gunships) Explosive Ordnance, Drafting & Publications, 
Maritime and Reconnaissance so much that the RAAF asked him as a past serving NCO 
if he would like to make a short story describing what a wonderful (!) life he had in the 
service – mainly to commemorate the centenary of the RAAF 31 March 2021. 

 After his RAAF life he joined Qantas, spending 7 years 
in Maintenance Planning, getting the position due to 
experience in maintenance planning in a RAAF unit, he 
then progressed to Flight Operations writing 
publications for the pilots,  again due to his experience 
with aircrew in the RAAF,  
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Qantas

Thankyou for your service John



You didn’t know that some of our committee members
could double as look alike famous people

Ma Barker
is now

Ma Baker

Our Colonel
has a uncanny
resemblance

REDCLIFFE TPI

Cant find a worthy
lookalike for our
intrepid striking
William from the

Armoured
Camel Corps
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The Three wise men (Stoolies)

Three Buddies in Crime
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GOLF	&	RUSTY	SWINGERS	

DAVE	RICKMAN				Phone				0458	883	108

All	you		Rusty	Swingers	the	trip	away	is	on	this	week	don't	sleep	in

NANANGO	GOLF	TRIP			7/8th	APRIL		(OVERNIGHT	STAY)

LOCATION:			NANANGO		(SHARE	ACCOM	OR	EXTRA	FOR	SINGLE)

PROPOSED			DRIVE	UP	AND	PLAY	9	HOLES	WED	7th	FOLLOWED	
ACTIVITY						BY	SPONSORED	$20	VOUCHER	FOR	DINNER	AT	RSL
																								18	HOLES	GOLF	NEXT	MORNING

COST:								$115	PER	PERSON	SHARE	ACCOM	EXTRA	FOR	SINGLE

REGISTRATION:			CONTACT	DAVE	RICKMAN	ASAP	IF	YOUR
																																			UNABLE	TO	GO	OR	FOR	DETAILS	ETC	

23

 A man was sitting, watching his wife, who was looking at herself in the mirror. & 
as her birthday was not far off he asked what she'd like for her birthday 

 'I'd like to be eight again', she replied, still looking in the mirror 

 On the morning of her Birthday, he  made her a 
nice big bowl of Coco Pops, then took her to 
Adventure World theme park. What a day! He put 
her on every ride; the Death Slide, the Wall of 
Fear, the Screaming Roller Coaster,  

 Hours later they staggered out of the park. Her 
head was reeling and stomach felt squeezy. Off 
to a McDonald's where he ordered her a big Mac 
& shake 

 Then it was off to a movie, popcorn, a soda pop, 
and her favorite candy,  M&M's.  

 Finally, she wobbled home with her husband 
and collapsed into bed exhausted 

 He leaned over his wife with a big smile and lovingly asked, 'Well Dear, what 
was it like being eight again? 

 Her eyes slowly opened and her expression suddenly changed 

 'I meant my dress size, you retard Moron!!!!' 

 The moral of the story:  Even when a man is listening, he is gunna get it wrong ! 
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	MEMORY	TEST!		(Your	mind	isn't	as	sharp	as	it	once	was!	Not	the	sharpest	tool	in	the	shed)	
This	is	a	a	Baby	Boomer	test!		There	are	19	questions.		(Average	score	is	12).	
	This	one	will	be	difficult	for	the	younger	set.		Have	fun,	but	no	peeking!	Until	you	finish	
Good	luck,	youngsters…		
1.   Look it’s the Milky... 
 A.  Way 
 B.  Day 
 C.  Bar Kid 
 D.  Drink 
 E.  Ice Cream 
 F.  Bar Mum 

2. Muhammed Ali, was… 
A. Sugar Ray Robinson 
B. Roy Orbison 
C. Gene Autry 
D. Rudolph Valentino 
E. . Cassius Clay 
F. Mickey Mantle 

3.  You can bank on… 
A. Me 
B. The Wales 
C. The Commonwealth 
D. The National 
E. The CBA 
F. Us 

4.  Remember one Flick 
and… 
A. I am back 
B. They're gone 
C. Its Ok 
D. They're dead 
E. I will be back 
F. another Flick 

5.  Guess whose Mum’s.. 
A. Gone mad 
B. Baked a Cake 
C. Works 
D. Got a Whirlpool 
E. Shopping 
F. Lady Clairol 

6. Skipper's Mate Bob 
Denver was Dobie's buddy 
A. Stuart Whitman 
B. Randolph Scott 
C. Steve Reeves 
D. Maynard G. Krebs 
E. Corky B. Dork 
F. Dave the Whale 

7.  Liar, liar... 
A. You're a liar. 
B. Your nose is growing. 
C. Pants on fire. 
D.Join the choir. 
E. Jump up higher 
F. On the wire 

8.  Superman fights a 
battle for truth, justice & 
A.  Wheaties 
 B.  Lois Lane 
C. TV ratings 
D.  World peace 
E.  Red tights 
F. The American way 

9.  Car 54... 
A. Where are Yo? 
B. It's time 
C. Reverse! 
D. Where Is car 56? 
E. Did you crash? 
F. park here 

10. Open wide come inside 
its... 
A. Fun Time 
B. Playschool 
C. Dinner Time 
D. Time for Bed 
E. Romper Room 

11. Dorie Evans said... 
A. Who are You? 
B. Wear a uniform 
C. Why wasn’t I told? 
D. where did you get that? 
E. You don't know. 
F. 'Trust me'. 

12. Father Knows. 
A. It all 
B. What you did 
C. Best 
D. Everything 
E. Your Name 
F.  Who ate the Pie 

13. Brylcream. 
A. Smear it on 
B. A little dab'll do ya 
C. Tame that cowlick 
D. Grease ball heaven 
E. It's a dream 
F. We're your team 

14. I found my thrill. 
A. In Blueberry muffins 
B. With my man, Bill 
C. Down at the mill 
D. Over the windowsill 
E. On Blueberry Hill 
F. Too late to enjoy 

15. What do M & M's do? 
A. Make your tummy happy 
B. Melt in your mouth, not in 
your hand 
C. Make you fat 
D. Melt your heart 
E. Make you popular 

16. Name the Beatles. 
A. Ron, George, Pete, Roscoe 
B. Don, Steve, George, Ringo 
C. John, Paul, George, Ringo 
D. Jay, Paul, Mike, Ringo 
E. Lew, Pete, George, Rudi 
F. Jack, Ben, Skip, Harry 

17. I'm strong to the finish. 
A. Cause I eats my broccoli 
B. Cause I eats me spinach 
C. Cause I lift weights 
D. Cause I'm the hero 
E. And don't you forget it 
F. Cause Olive Oyl loves me 

18. When it's least 
expected, you're on 
A. Smile, you're on Candid 
Camera 
B. Smile, you're on Star Search 
C. Smile, you won the lottery 
D. Smile, we're watching you 
E. Smile, the world sees you 
F. Smile, you're a hit 

BABY BOOMERS QUIZ



The Vietnam War 

Part	...	2

 Armour 
 Armoured personnel carriers 

 Armour played a vital role during Australia's war in Vietnam. The ubiquitous armoured 
personnel carrier (APC) made its first appearance in the conflict during mid-June 1965 as 
part of the 1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (1RAR) group then operating under the 
command of the 173rd United States Airborne Brigade in Bien Hoa Province. At the 
vanguard of the APC's seven-year-long deployment to South Vietnam was 1 Troop, A 
Squadron, 4th/19th Prince of Wales Light Horse. 

 Equipped with the American type M113 A1 family of armoured vehicles the Troop and its 
successors were highly mobile. Their vehicles could operate over a wide range of terrains, 
including through heavily forested areas and, with their amphibious capability, were also 
able to ford streams and cross inundated paddies. 

 In 1966 the 1st Armoured Personnel Squadron worked with the 5th Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment (5RAR) and 105 Battery, Royal Australian Artillery in establishing the 
Task Force base at Nui Dat. Shortly afterwards, though not for the first time, they proved 
their worth in a perilous situation. At Long Tan APCs were one among several elements 
that swung the course of the battle in the Australian's favour. While artillery had a 
devastating effect on the enemy and the infantry, pinned down and under heavy fire, 
withstood assault after assault, it was the arrival of the APCs from 3 Troop 3rd Cavalry 
regiment, spitting fire from their .50 calibre machine guns into an enemy force massing for 
yet another attack, that forced them to disperse and withdraw. 

 APC crews could expect to spend lengthy periods away from the Task Force Base at Nui 
Dat during which crews would spend much of their time in vehicles that in effect became 
their home when on operations. Armoured vehicles required constant maintenance, some 
of which, including changing tracks in the field, was carried out by crew members, but the 
heavier tasks were the province of the Royal Australian Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers (RAEME). In the case of APC's, RAEME personnel undertook, among other 
tasks, major engine repairs, the replacement of guns and any welding that was required.  

 While the field crews were expected to ensure that the vehicles' supplies of oil other 
lubricants and water were maintained. 

 Unfortunately APCs were very vulnerable to mines and their thin armour made them 
targets for recoilless rifle fire and rocket propelled grenades. Every time they went into the 
field crews risked death or injury from these devices and images of damaged APCs are a 
vivid reminder of the dangers these men faced. The 3rd Cavalry Regiment, for instance, 
suffered 20 deaths during the war, 17 of whom were killed in action. Another 110 members 
of the unit were wounded in action and one author has suggested than 1 in 7 members of 
the Regiment could expect to become a battle casualty in Vietnam. 

 Having been among those present at the establishment of the Task Force Base, the 

Cavalry were among the last to leave. No. 1 Troop helped close down the base area and 

left Vietnam on 12 March 1972. 25
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 The birthday of the Armoured Corps, Cambrai Day, in 
November 1970 being observed by the crews of Centurion 
tanks from A Squadron, 1st Armoured Regiment and APCs 
from B Squadron, 3rd Cavalry Regiment. The parade took 
place at Nui Dat. [AWM FAI/70/0852/VN] 

 Tanks 

 Australian tanks, in the form of elements of C Squadron, 1st Armoured Regiment, reached 
Vietnam in February 1968. Eventually the squadron's organisation included four tank 
troops, two gun tanks on squadron headquarters and a Special Equipment Troop of two 
tank dozers and two bridge layers. A Light Aid Detachment (LAD) from the Royal Australian 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (RAEME) included two armoured recovery vehicles as 
well as two fitters tracks. 

 Not everyone, including some in the Armoured Corps itself, was of the view that tanks 
would be effective in Vietnam. The Centurion, with which they were equipped, had been 
developed in Britain and intended for use in northern Europe. The experience of tank 
operations in jungle settings against the Japanese in the Second World War, however, 
suggested that armour could play a useful role in such conditions. 

 The idea that tanks might be of value in South Vietnam gained impetus after two 

operations in which Australians suffered losses that shocked the relatively small force then 

serving in Vietnam; Bribie and Renmark in February 1967. On Bribie, having attacked into a 

strong defensive position, an Australian force suffered the loss of eight men killed and 27 

wounded. During this fight APCs were used almost as if they were tanks, a hazardous 

practice not recommended in armoured doctrine. On Renmark, however, no enemy troops 

were seen until after the damage had been done. Seven Australians were killed and 26 26
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 Months passed, however, before the decision to send tanks, along with a third battalion 
group and other units to Vietnam was taken on 6 September 1967. More months passed 
until the tanks reached the theatre of operations. They were soon in action on Operation 
Pinaroo during which they worked with infantry, artillery, engineers and with APCs. But it 
was not until May 1968 that tanks experienced their first major test, during the battle for Fire 
Support Bases Coral and Balmoral. On the bases themselves the tanks were able to act as 
an adjunct to artillery, but it was outside the wire that they demonstrated their true worth. In 
a series of encounters with enemy bunkers the tanks proved that they could work in tandem 
with the infantry to destroy these well-fortified positions. Their canister rounds shredded 
foliage, deprived the enemy of cover and killed anyone unfortunate enough to be in a 
bunker under tank fire. Crews could also use the weight of their vehicles, by turning the 
tank on its tracks, to crush bunkers beneath them. For some in the infantry the mental shift 
from being wary of working with tanks to considering them a most valued asset took just a 
single action and a matter of hours. 

 Thereafter tanks were regarded as a welcome addition to the Australian force. Working 
closely with the infantry they undoubtedly saved many Australian lives. Over time events 
proved that in most environments tanks and infantry were a powerful combination; tank 
crews needed infantry to locate targets and deal with enemy troops, particularly those 
armed with rocket propelled grenades, and the infantry needed tanks to clear lines of sight, 
open pathways and destroy bunkers. 

 Having proved themselves on many occasions in jungle or rural settings, tanks also 
demonstrated how effective they could be in an urban setting in June 1969 during the Battle 
of Binh Ba. Described in the 5th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment's (5RAR) after action 
report as a 'battle winning factor' the tanks at Binh Ba have also been credited with playing 
a major role in keeping Australian casualties low – only one Australian was killed in the 
battle, but most of the eleven wounded were members of tanks crews. 

 As part of the withdrawal from Vietnam, the 1st Armoured Regiment was recalled to 

Australia, leaving Vietnam in September 1971. For the infantry who remained, the absence 

of tanks rendered their task more difficult and more dangerous. 

 Conditions 

 To serve in Vietnam was to serve in a hot, humid tropical environment. To serve inside an 

armoured vehicle during the war was to compound the discomfort of a climate that was very 

foreign to most Australians. Alternating between an unpleasantly hot dry season and a wet 

season during which the relative humidity could approach 100 per cent, South Vietnam's 

climate drained men of energy and demanded high levels of endurance. 



clearing. These hidden weapons were the cause of many Australian casualties in Vietnam 
and armoured vehicles were particularly vulnerable. The danger grew as the war went on 
and on occasions such as Operation Renmark in February 1967 the havoc that mines could 
wreak was made tragically clear. 

 To counter the threat mini-teams from the Royal Australian Engineers (RAE) were 
allocated to armoured troops on operations. These men had a particularly dangerous duty, 
sitting on the front of an armoured vehicle looking out for signs of mines which, if they were 
located, then entailed the nerve-wracking task of defusing any anti-lift devices and 
neutralising the mine. (Was Just like Baby sitting, someone had to) 

 Also vital to the successful prosecution of armoured operations was the work of the Royal 
Australian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (RAEME). While crews were able to carry 
out certain essential maintenance tasks in the field, RAEME personnel were the mainstay 
of vehicle repair, they kept the armoured vehicles operational. RAEME sub-units operated 
as part of a Royal Australian Armoured Corps Regiment of Squadron and were known as 
Light Aid Detachments (LADs). LADs included those in the main support section that 
generally worked at the Task Force Base and sections allocated to each armoured troop. 
Each LAD was under the command of an Artificer Sergeant Major who would also advise 
armoured personnel on repairs and maintenance schedules and would also supervise the 
work of tradesmen. 

 Repairs were often carried out in the field under all manner of conditions and in a wide 
range of environments. Being in the field meant that RAEME personnel were just as likely 
as any soldier in the combat arms to encounter the enemy and in addition to working on all 
types of vehicles, not just armour, they too had to be ready to engage the enemy should the 
need arise. At times some of their number volunteered to replace wounded crew members 
so that vehicles could get back into action quickly. 

 To carry out their repair work LADs employed a variety of tools including specially modified 

APCs equipped with cranes, welding equipment and storage space in which spare parts 

were carried to avoid having to wait for much needed items to be brought to vehicles in the 

field. Heavier items were commonly brought to the site of break-downs or repairs by 

helicopter. Speed was often of the essence, as a disabled armoured vehicle offered a 

tempting target for the enemy. 

Artillery 

 Captain Mike Thompson arrived in Vietnam in early August 1962. A member of the first 
contingent of the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam (AATTV), Thompson was the 
only artilleryman among the group of 36 officers and men to have been selected. He was 
the first Australian gunner to serve in Vietnam, but neither he nor his successors in the 
AATTV served with South Vietnamese artillery units. 

 Not until September 1965, three years after Thompson left for Vietnam was an Australian 

battery, the 105th Field Battery, deployed. Fortunately the battery had not long completed a 

training exercise in air mobility, an aspect of the war in Vietnam that would become familiar 

to all Australian artillerymen who served there. 
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 For APC crews, the dry season meant operating through a constant haze of dust that 
penetrated their clothing, permeated their pores and worked its way into their eyes and ears 
causing conjunctivitis and ear infections. The heat and humidity too could become difficult 
to bear inside an armoured vehicle that magnified the outside temperature. In the wet 
season, a different set of problems emerged, not the least of which was the need for 
vigilance against getting one's vehicle bogged. Rain and damp, however, caused the most 
obvious and most common problems. Men stayed wet for much of the time and being inside 
a vehicle made little difference if the hatches were open. Crews whose APC's floors were 
covered in sandbags for extra protection against mines had also to contend with the extra 
weight when the sandbags took on water as well as the unpleasant odour of mildew and rot 
common to tropical environments. 

 Tank's crews, not surprisingly, experienced similar discomforts. As one Australian engineer 
put it: 

 The Centurion tank, … some situations we had to have the hatch down, … even with the 
armoured personnel carriers you had to be hatched down at different times, looking through 
periscopes which is very frustrating. Of course heat built up in the tank … and the armoured 
personnel carrier, gets very hot with weapons going off, cordite, heat of the motor, heat of 
everything else that's going on all the time. It's very uncomfortable. 

 [Desmond Kearton, RAEME, Australians at War Film Archive] 

 As one author on the subject of armour in Vietnam put it: 

 'it can be a test of human endeavour inside a noisy metal box all day in 40-degree heat, 
with 80 per cent relative humidity and no one has had a shower for a week.' 

 [McKay, G., and Nicholas, G., Jungle tracks, Australian armour in Vietnam, Allen and 
Unwin, Sydney, 2001, p. 37.] 

 Of course the climate was something that everyone who served in Vietnam had to reckon 
with. In combat, however, the crews of armoured vehicles and, indeed, infantrymen 
travelling in APCs faced heavy calibre weapons and the ever present threat of mines whose 
explosive power could be measured in the tens of kilograms. APCs, with their relatively thin 
armour, were vulnerable to rocket propelled grenade (RPG) fire as well as recoilless rifles 
and of course mines and booby traps. Even the more heavily armoured Centurion tanks 
were at risk should an RPG hit them in the right, or, depending on one's point of view, . 

wrong place. Proving the value of armour on combat operations in Vietnam was not without 
cost. 

Supporting Armour 

Engineers 

Us Engineers know it was more like we had to 

show them the way and unbog them as often as 

they went outside

 Engineers carried many responsibilities in Vietnam, among them the construction of roads, 

water supply and reticulation, civil aid projects that could include building schools, installing 

windmills and maintaining roads and bridges, many of which were destroyed by the enemy 

more than once during the war. One of their more hazardous tasks, however, was mine  29
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 Air mobility, usually involving helicopters, provided gunners with a quick, reliable means of 

moving their artillery pieces from one location to another; an important requirement in a war 

with no front line and in which the enemy could appear almost anywhere 

 

 A member of the 131st Divisional Locating Battery 
with a radar controlled detector designed to locate 
the source of enemy fire. Once the position of, for 
example, an enemy mortar was detected artillery 
could zero in on the target. [AWM 
COL/66/0980A/VN] 

 The 105th Field Battery operated at first with the 1st 
United States Infantry Division and later in support of 
the 173rd Airborne Brigade with which the 1st 
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, was also 
operating. Not surprisingly the Battery soon began 
registering a number of 'firsts' Two days after arriving 
at Bien Hoa that September the 105th fired its, and 
Australia's first, artillery rounds of the war. Later that 
year, during Operation Hump in November, it 
became the first Australian battery carried to an 
operation by Iroquois helicopter. 

 During January 1966 the Battery was in again in action, this time on Operation Crimp 
during which United States and Australian forces encountered an extensive Viet Cong 
tunnel complex. By the time Crimp ended on 14 January, the number of Australian dead in 
Vietnam had doubled from eight to sixteen. Numbered among those killed on the operation 
was the battery's forward observer, Captain Ken Bade, who was attached to a 1st Battalion 
rifle company during the operation. 

 Not long after Operation Crimp the Government announced an increase in Australia's 
commitment to the war. The battalion that had deployed in 1965 would be followed by a 
self-contained task force of two infantry battalions and supporting elements, including the 
1st Field Regiment, the first time that the regiment had been committed to operations since 
its formation after the Second World War. From then on each Australian battalion had its 
own support battery whose commander was always located with the battalion commander. 

 The desperate fighting at Long Tan shortly after the Task Force's arrival demonstrated very 

clearly the value of artillery support to an infantry force in peril. So dire was the situation 

and so close to the Australians were enemy troops that artillery was called onto friendly 

positions and throughout the terrible hours of fighting the guns kept up a constant fire as 

they broke up enemy attacks and struck at likely concentration and forming-up areas.  

Part	3	Final	in	next	edition
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 ARLINGTON CEMETERY 
 Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

 

1   How many steps does the guard take during his walk across the tomb of the Unknowns     
and why? 

 21 steps: It alludes to the twenty-one gun salute which is the highest honor given any 
Military or foreign dignitary 

 

 2   How long does he hesitate after his 
about face to begin his return walk and 
why? 

 21 seconds for the same reason as 
answer number 1 

 
3   Why are his gloves wet? 
 His gloves are moistened to prevent his 
losing his grip on the rifle 

 
4    Does he carry his rifle on the same 
shoulder all the time and, if not, why 
not? 
 He carries the rifle on the shoulder 
away from the tomb. After his march 
across the path, he executes an about 
face and moves the rifle to the outside 
shoulder 

 
DB    How often are the guards changed? 

 Guards are changed every thirty 
minutes, twenty-four hours a day, 365 
days a year 
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 What are the physical traits of the guard limited to? 
 For a person to apply for guard duty at the tomb, he must be between 5' 10' and 6' 2' tall 
and his waist size cannot exceed 30 
 They must commit 2 years of life to guard the tomb, live in a barracks under the tomb, and 

cannot drink any alcohol on or off duty for the rest of their lives 
 They cannot swear in public for the rest of their lives and cannot disgrace the uniform or 
the tomb in any way 
 After two years, the guard is given a wreath pin that is worn on their lapel signifying they 
served as guard of the tomb. There are only 400 presently worn 
 The guard must obey these rules for the rest of their lives or give up the wreath pin 
 The shoes are specially made with very thick soles to keep the heat and cold from their 
feet. There are metal heel plates that extend to the top of the shoe in order to make the 
loud click as they come to a halt 
 There are no wrinkles, folds or lint on the uniform. Guards dress for duty in front of a full-
length mirror 

 The first six months of duty a guard cannot talk to anyone nor watch TV. All off duty time is 
spent studying the 175 notable people laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery 
 A guard must memorize who they are and where they are interred. Among the notables 
are 

 President Taft, 
 Joe Lewis {the boxer} 
 Medal of Honor winner Audie L. Murphy, the most decorated soldier of WWII and 
of Hollywood fame 
Every guard spends five hours a day getting his uniforms ready for guard duty 

 
 In 2003 as Hurricane Isabelle was approaching  Washington, DC, our US Senate/House took 

2 days off with anticipation of the storm.  On the ABC evening news, it was reported that 
because of the dangers from the hurricane, the members assigned the duty of guarding the 

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier were given permission to suspend the assignment 
 They respectfully declined the offer, "No way, Sir!" Soaked to the skin, marching in the 
pelting rain of a tropical storm, they said that guarding the Tomb was not just an 
assignment, it was the highest honor that can be afforded to a serviceperson 
 
 The tomb has been patrolled continuously, 24/7, since 1930 
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Senate votes for suicide Royal Commission 
 
 A motion calling on the government to establish a Royal Commission into 
veteran suicide passed through the Australian Senate. 

 According to Senator Jacqui Lambie (via Facebook) the motion was supported 
by “every single Senator in the building — including the government itself”. 

 Senator Lambie said that the second part of the motion – which said that the 
motion should be transmitted to the House of Representatives for concurrence – 
was very important. 

 “It doesn’t sound like much, but it actually means that the House of 
Representatives has to vote on whether or not to agree to a Royal Commission,” 
she said. 
 “That means the Prime Minister is going to have to vote on a demand, 
supported by his own Senators, to call a Royal Commission – him, and every 
single member of the House of Representatives. 

What is a Royal Commission? 
In Australia, a Royal Commission is the highest form of inquiry into matters of public 
importance. Royal Commissions can investigate allegations of wrongdoing, or just 
provide advice and information to governments on a particular policy issue, though the 
former is more common these days. They are “connected with the peace, order and 
good government of the Commonwealth, or any public purpose or any power of the 
Commonwealth” according to the Royal Commissions Act 1902. 

What are the powers of a Royal Commission? 
A Royal Commission is different to a Commission of Inquiry which is launched by the 
parliament and reports to them. Royal Commissions are not judicial, so they can’t 
actually decide or determine anything, but commissioners are given quasi-judicial 
powers within the terms of reference of that Commission. The findings in a Royal 
Commission can then be referred to the police. A Royal Commission offers a number 
of broad powers to commissioners during investigation, including the ability to call and 
cross-examine witnesses under oath, obtain evidence (sometimes including classified 
information), rights of entry and phone-tapping, while also providing protection to 
witnesses and inquiry members from legal action such as defamation. 

How is a Royal Commission launched? 
In Australia, a Royal Commission is called by the federal government, the state 
government, or both. The government is responsible for establishing the terms of 
reference (or limitations) of a Royal Commission. They provide funding and appoint 
commissioners, who are usually retired or serving judges and are never serving  

Morrison and his executive now have the final say after it went through 
will he he take on the 6 members who would have crossed by not passing it 
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politicians. Within the terms of reference, governments usually include a date by which 
the commission must finish (or else it could drag on forever). A Royal commission has 
the power to hear witnesses under oath, collect evidence and offer protection to people 
who co-operate. And while there is a general framework by which a Royal Commission 
is carried out, what powers it is given in the investigation process can differ vastly, 
depending on the terms of reference for the commission, which are established by the 
government. While some commissions see very broad terms of reference – such as 
the ability to use electronic surveillance, as seen in the Royal Commission into the 
New South Wales Police Service in the 90s – others are not given as much power. 

What is the aim of a Royal Commission? 
The ultimate aim for a Royal Commission is to hold people accountable for doing the 
wrong thing, and create a plan – or recommendations – to prevent future wrong-
doings. But it doesn’t always work out that way. That can be because the findings and 
recommendations are not then being implemented by the government of the day. But 
there have been Royal Commissions that have changed things significantly. 

Does the government have to implement all the recommendations made in a 
Royal Commission? 
No they’re not compelled to. An example of that would be the Royal Commission into 
Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. It was launched in 1987 and finished in 1991. It’s now 
been 30 years since that royal commission, and a recent report from Deloitte found 
that only two thirds of the recommendations have been fully implemented. Some of 
those recommendations were aimed at reducing the rate at which Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders are jailed, such as non-custodial sentencing and diversionary 
programs. That’s right. And thirty years on the rate of incarceration for Indigenous 
Australians has actually doubled. 

What are some Royal Commissions that are currently running? 
The Morrison Government has three Royal Commissions on its plate at the moment – 
let’s just run through each of their scopes and due dates quickly Claire. The most 
recently announced is the one into bushfires. And that’s come out of the Black Summer 
of 2019/2020, this will look into Australia’s preparedness, response and recovery 
efforts, as well as looking at how the levels of government coordinate when responding 
to national emergencies. The report is due on 31 August 2020. 

The Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety was launched in 2018 after 
a damning report by ABC TV Four Corners in 2016 that showed video evidence of the 
mistreatment of a resident in an Adelaide aged care facility. The report is due on 30 
April 2020. 

A Royal Commission into disabilities was established in 2019 after prolonged calls 
from disability advocates, as well as a Senate inquiry. It’s called the Royal Commission 
into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of People with Disability, and the report 
is due on 29 April, 2022. 



SELECTED PORTALS FOR 
THE MONTH APRIL OVER THE YEARS 

April 1 
�  1938 – New monthly newspaper Abo Call begins publication in Sydney, focusing on 

issues of Aboriginal rights and edited by activist Jack Patten. 
�  1955 – The Far East Strategic Reserve (FESR) begins in response 

to communist aggression in South East Asia following World War II. 
April 2 
�  2005 – A Royal Australian Navy Westland Sea King helicopter crashes on the Indonesian 

island of Nias while providing humanitarian support. 
April 3 
�  1954 – Vladimir Petrov, a Soviet diplomat, defects to Australia, sparking the Petrov Affair. 
�  1982 – After almost 27 years in power, the Liberal/National coalition government is voted 

out in Victoria and replaced by the ALP. 
April 4 
�  1845 – The cutter Americana is wrecked in the Torres Strait, the sole survivor, Barbara 

Thompson, lives with the local indigenous people until 1849. 
�  1929 – A dam on the Cascade River collapses, the subsequent torrent kills 14. 
April 5 
�  1932 – Racehorse Phar Lap is found dead. 
April 6 
�  1844 – John Gavin is the first European settler to be legally executed in Western 

Australia. He was executed for murder at the age of fifteen. 
�  1895 – Waltzing Matilda is first performed at the North Gregory Hotel, Winton,  
�  1942 – The 41st Infantry Division arrives in Australia, during World War II one million 

Americans were stationed in Australia. 
April 7 
�  1841 – Edward John Eyre becomes the first European to cross the Nullarbor Plain, arrives 

in Western Australia. 
�  1851 – Edward Hargraves proclaims the discovery of gold at Ophir, New South Wales. A 

court decides that Hargraves companions William Tom and John Lister found the gold. 
�  1967 – Peter John Badcoe died in the Vietnam War, he was awarded the Victoria 

Cross for bravery, conspicuous gallantry and leadership on more than one occasion. 
April 8 
�  1817 – Australia's first bank, the Bank of New South Wales ( Westpac), is established. 
�  1930 – Brisbane City Hall is officially opened. 
�  1933 – A secession referendum (voting card pictured) in Western Australia passes, with 

68 per cent voting in favour of secession from the Commonwealth. 
April 9 
�  1865 – Bushranger Dan Morgan is shot and killed at Peechalba Station in Victoria.  
April 10 
1941 – The Siege of Tobruk begins, for most of the siege, Tobruk was defended by 

the Australian 9th Division under General Sir Leslie Morshead 
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April 11 
 1921 – Bert Hinkler flies from Sydney to Bundaberg non-stop, breaking his own record. 
�  1934 – Charles Ulm successfully delivers the first airmail from Australia to New Zealand. 
April 12 
�  1835 – The convict transport George III sinks in D'Entrecasteaux Channel, 139 male 

convicts drown.. 
�  1924 – The battlecruiser HMAS Australia is scuttled off Sydney Heads. 
April 13 
�  1829 – Melbourne's first post office opens. 
April 14 
�  1986 – The second trial of former Attorney-General of Australia Lionel Murphy begins in 

Sydney; accused of attempting to pervert justice, he was eventually acquitted. 
April 15 
�  1944 – Fred Paterson is elected to the Parliament of Queensland, He is the only member 

of the Communist Party of Australia to ever be elected to an Australian Parliament. 
�  1991 – The Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody hands down its findings. 
April 16 
�  1868 – A railway linking the Queensland town of Dalby to Ipswich is completed. 
�  2003 – The Australian Army's Special Operations Command begins a four-day chase of 

the North Korean ocean freighter Pong Su off the coast of Lorne, Victoria. 
April 17 
�  1935 – Australia's national airline, Qantas, operates its first overseas passenger flight, 

from Brisbane to Singapore. 
�  2003 – The Woomera Immigration Reception and Processing Centre  is closed, with 

detainees transferred to the Baxter Immigration Reception and Processing Centre,  
�  2005 – The Bali Nine, a group of nine people are arrested in Indonesia. 
April 18 
�  1831 – The Sydney Morning Herald, Australia's oldest newspaper, is first published  
April 19 
�  1770 – Captain James Cook and crew of HMS Endeavour first sight the Australian Coast. 
�  1818 – Phillip Parker King discovers Port Essington (pictured), later one of the first 

British settlements in what is now the Northern Territory. 
�  1984 – Advance Australia Fair is proclaimed as Australia's national anthem,  
�  2006 – Severe Tropical Cyclone Monica makes landfall near the Lockhart River in FNQ. 
April 20 
�  1908 – Forty-four people are killed and 400 injured after two trains collide at the Sunshine 

railway station, the junction of the Ballarat and Bendigo railway lines. 
�  1954 – In the Petrov Affair, Evdokia Petrova seeks political asylum when the plane taking 

her back to the Soviet Union lands at Darwin, her escorts disarmed by police. 
April 21 
�  1973 – Sir Arthur Fadden (pictured), the 13th Prime Minister of Australia, dies 

in Brisbane at the age of 79. 
�  1976 – A gang of six men steal between A$6 million and 12 million from the Victoria Club, 

located in Queen Street, Melbourne. 37



April 22 
 1887 – A cyclone hits near Broome, Western Australia, killing at least 140 people. 
�  1983 – Diplomat Valery Ivanov, the head of the Soviet embassy in Canberra, is expelled 

from Australia after trying to involve Australian Labor Party David Combe in espionage. 
April 23 
�  2005 – Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen, the longest serving Premier of Queensland, dies at the 

age of 94 in Kingaroy, Queensland. 
April 24 
�  1899 – The Scottish barque Loch Sloy is wrecked offshore of Kangaroo Island, South 

Australia, killing 31 people. 
�  1918 – In the First World War, Australian and British forces counter-attack German troops 

near Amiens, Frances, commencing the Second Battle of Villers-Bretonneux. 
April 25 
�  1915 – The Gallipoli Campaign commences, with the Australian and New Zealand Army 

Corps (ANZAC) landing at Anzac Cove on the Gallipoli peninsula in present-day Turkey. 
�  1918 – In the Second Battle of Villers-Bretonneux, Australian and British troops 

counter-attack German forces near Amiens, France, with Clifford Sadlier later receiving 
the Victoria Cross for his actions. 

�  1927 – Anzac Day is uniformly observed in all Australian states for the first time. 
�  1975 – The Australian embassy in Saigon, South Vietnam, is closed and staff evacuated 

prior to the Fall of Saigon. 
April 26 
�  1924 – Explosion on the SS Singapore, in Port Adelaide, South Australia, kills 13 people. 
�  1939 – Robert Menzies becomes Prime Minister of Australia 
�  1970 – Queen Elizabeth II opens the National Carillon in Canberra, a gift of the British. 
April 27 
�  1904 – Alfred Deakin resigns as Prime Minister of Australia due to the Protectionist 

Party's inability to pass legislation, and is succeeded by Chris Watson, the leader of 
the Labor Party. 

April 28 
�  1656 – The Vergulde Draeck, a Dutch East India Company ship bound for the port of 

Batavia (now Jakarta), is wrecked south of Ledge Point in present-day Western Australia. 
�  1996 – 35 people are murdered by Martin Bryant in the town of Port Arthur, Tasmania. 
April 29 
�  1941 – A 7.2-magnitude earthquake, the strongest recorded in Australia, hits near the 

station of Meeberrie in the Murchison district of Western Australia. 
�  1952 – The ANZUS Treaty,  alliance between Australia, New Zealand, and the United 

States, comes into force. 
�  1988 –, Queen Elizabeth II opens the National Stockman's Hall of Fame Queensland. 
April 30 
�  1915 – During the Gallipoli Campaign, HMAS AE2, a Royal Australian Navy submarine, is 

sunk by enemy shellfire in the Sea of Marmara in present-day Turkey. 
�  1988 – World Expo 88 , opens in Brisbane, Queensland. 
�  2006 – Miners Brant Webb and Todd Russell are found alive five days after a mine 

collapse in Beaconsfield, Tasmania. 38
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 Tasmania 

 A senior citizen from Tasmania was overheard saying, “When the end of the 

world comes, I hope to be in Tasmania .” 

 When asked why, he replied, “I’d rather be in Tasmania ‘cause every dang 

thing happens 20 years later in Tasmania than in the rest of the world.” 
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RECOMMENDED DR’S 
Good Dr’s are harder to find than a pot of gold at the end of a Rainbow.  We become 

a Number or $ sign to their practice, personal care or real interest is rarely experienced.
so If you know of any good medical practioners/specialist and would recommend them

then please share who they are with us.
 

SEND ME AN EMAIL WITH THEIR NAME AND LOCATION

Call(07) 3283-7001 for an appointment 

Suite 23, Peninsula Specialist Centre, 101 George St,  
Kippa-Ring, QLD 4021 

For  COPD, emphasema or respiratory issues, Dr Mowlem is one
of the best caring Drs specialising in this field around Redcliffe 
& Caboolture areas. There are many of us TPI guy’s enjoying a far
better quality of life due to her personal care. hospitalisation is 
available  at both Redcliffe or Caboolture private hospitals .

   BULK BILLED HOME 
BASED SLEEP STUDIES 

     LUNG  
 FUNCTION 
EQUIPMENT 

  IMPATIENT 
ADMISSIONS 
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 This Ode to RAR Veterans was prepared by Padre Gary Stone OAM Honorary 
RARA Chaplain and approved by an RARA National Council with it to be 
specifically read at remembrance services for those who have died post their 
military service. It is to be read after the Ode to the Fallen. 

 ODE TO RAR VETERANS 

 We remember our mates who soldiered on, 

long after their days in uniform we’re done. 

 We honour their service to all those in need, 

when Duty First continued, to be their creed. 

 Bless them dear God, and help them find rest, 

alongside their mates, who gave of their best. 

 And bless us dear God, in the service you expect, 

and may we do so with courage, honour and respect. 

Ted Chitham 





 New Zealand 

 The owner of a golf course in Why Kick a Moo Cow was confused 

about paying an invoice, so he decided to ask his secretary for 

some mathematical help. 

 He called her into his office and said, “Yewz graduated from the   

University of Noo Zeeland and I need some help. If I wuz to give 

yew   $20,000, minus 14%, how much would you take off?” 

 The secretary thought a moment, and then replied, “Everthang but 

my earrings.” 

Our Southern CousinsOur Southern CousinsOur Southern Cousins
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 Early politicians required feedback from the 

public to determine what the people considered 

important. Since there were no telephones, 

TV's or radios, the politicians sent their 

assistants to local taverns, pubs, and bars. 

They were told to 'go sip some ale' and listen to 

people's conversations and political concerns 

Many assistants were dispatched at different 

times. 'You go sip here' and 'You go sip there 

The two words 'go sip' were eventually 

combined when referring to the local opinion 

and, thus we have the term 'gossip 

Now Faye I am only in here

because our Politician asked me

to Go-Sip for him otherwise I 

would have been home hours ago



CALENDAR OF 2021 ACTIVITIES 
April		5th		General	Meeting		CANCELLED	DUE	TO	COVIT	LOCK	DOWN

April			8/9th		Golf	trip	away	to	Nanango	

April		9th		BBQ	at	Jamieson	Park		Scarborough

April		20-27th		Trip	to	Norfolk	Island	for	participating	members

April	25th		ANZAC	DAY

May		3rd		General	Meeting	(Guest	Speaker	DVA	�inancial		traps	)

May		7th		BBQ	Sizzle	at	Jamieson	Park	Scarborough

May	

June

July			Xmas	in	July	at	“Secrets	on	the	Lake	Restuarant”	at	Montville

August				September				October				November				December		TBA

	

Please	make	sure	you	put	your	name	down	on	the	sheets	that	are	going	
around	or	Text	Beryl	letting	her	know	of	your	interest.

IF	YOU	ARE	NOT	A	DEFINATE	STARTER	PLEASE	LET	bERYL	KNOW	YOUR
CIRCUMSTANCE	WE	USUALLY	PAY	FOR	LATE	CANCELLATIONS	OR	NO	SHOWS	
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MEETINGS	ARE	HAPPENING
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So	make	note!	the	1st	Monday	each	month	meetings	are	onSo	make	note!	the	1st	Monday	each	month	meetings	are	on

Location:			The	Deception	Bay	ClubLocation:			The	Deception	Bay	Club
																							Cnr	Bailey	Rd	and	Bayview	Terrace																							Cnr	Bailey	Rd	and	Bayview	Terrace
Time:											0930hrs	for	coffee	and	chit	cattingTime:											0930hrs	for	coffee	and	chit	catting
																							with	meeting	commencing	at	1000hrs																							with	meeting	commencing	at	1000hrs
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