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Monthly Meetings are held on the first Monday of each Month
these are followed by the Monthly BBQ/Picnics held on the  
Fridays following the first Monday  Meeting of each month

 
Meetings Now at:  The Club, Cnr Bailey Rd & Bayview Tce Deception Bay

BBQ’s are at:  Jamieson Park Scarborough BYO CHAIR
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     (Web assisted by Pedro)
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THE EDITORS PAGE

RAE
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I have had some fun doing the Commscord and part of the roll includes

managing the Website for Redcliffe TPI Association that was set up

by far smarter persons than myself and when taking over the editor 

role I was provided with instructions on how to open DROPBOX what a 

rigmarole was that and after a dozen attempts to work with DROPBOX

it went into the DROP-Dead-Box and I fumbled away just doing the 

Commscord until the Penny dropped and I sought a highly skilled and 

very qualified IT Guru within our membership to assist myself, (in short

a sucker to do the WEB work).

With sweets in hand, tea and scones with jam and cream followed by a

lunch at Charlies (on Bribie) with their massive Charlies desert I was

able to employ the services of Pedro the IT Magician to post the 

Comms on the web and do the little (huge) things that needed doing

so I come clean and let you all know that Yes we still have our Website

which has the Comms, committee, and hopefully if I can get info to 

Pedro updates on matters within Redcliffe TPI and elsewhere.

                        Pedro at the grind once he worked out what

                         he let himself infore, Thank you heaps my

                             Chimp (champ) mate for helping me out

                               otherwise the Website would go dormant.

                                         Our Website can be found at

                                         http://www.redcliffetpi.com/.

                                     Also don’t forget that we 

                                      have our Facebook page.

Cheers
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 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
 Well, I have some good news, at last.  Your committee has identified and secured a 
venue for our meetings and I need to thank two of our people for making it possible.   
 
 The first is Kev Willoughby who suggested that we check out The Deception Bay 
Club, (the club) and the second is Bruce Cox who called in to the club on his way 
home from our February sausage sizzle to establish contact with Dave, one of two 
joint managers at the club.  Mick, Diane, Faye and I met with Dave and agreed that 
the venue is suitable for our purpose.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Club is air-conditioned with clean toilets, their A/V system has a “walk-around-
mike (WiFi), there is a good amount of parking on site and wheelchair access from 
the car park to the club (no steps).  There are plenty of tables and chairs, and Dave 
will have it set up before we arrive. 
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 There may be a slight inconvenience in that everyone will have to sign in twice.   
First, as per government COVID requirements you will have to sign in to the club 
either using their QR code or on their written list, and then you will also have to sign 
in on Mick’s meeting attendance record.   
 
 If you have a mobile phone, and haven’t already done so, depending on your brand 
of phone, the best bet is for you to download a QR reader from either the Apple App 
Store or Google Play. 
 
 I hope you will understand that we do need to observe this signing in process to get 
our meetings going and also to protect the Deception Bay Club. 
 
 Regarding refreshments, the club will provide tea/coffee and we may bring biscuits 
and things to eat.  We will also bring disposable cups and plates, and a plastic bag 
into which members will need to put used cups and plates.  These are small 
inconveniences for obtaining a quality place to meet. 
 
 The address of the club is: 
 Corner Bailey Rd and Bayview Tce 
 Deception Bay 
 
 Below is a map of the area.  You can get to the club by travelling down Deception  
Bay road from either direction then turning into Bailey Rd (at the lights).  Travel 
along Bailey Rd until there is a slight dogleg - then turn left into the car park.  You 
will know the location by signage, two bowls rinks and the club building.  If you 
actually reach Bayview Terrace you have gone just a little too far. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
You may remember the 1987 war-comedy movie Good Morning, Vietnam set in 
Saigon during 1965.  You may also remember the actual character (AFRS radio DJ 
Adrian Cronaueron) played by Robin Williams in the movie. 
 
Well, some of us are going to relive the music from that era 
on the evening of 5 March at the Redcliffe Entertainment 
Centre.  I have a lot of this music in my iTunes collection 
and include some of them on my walking playlist.  

 
The live concert features iconic 
songs from the 60’s and early 70’s.  
Featuring an on-stage live band, 
and vocalists, together with images 
and stories.  Hopefully no triggers! 
 
We will be tempted to relive the music of a generation by 
singing and dancing along with every iconic song!  (COVID 
restricted?)   

 
But I am sure I will enjoy myself because this generation 
was defined by its music: The Beatles, Bob Dylan, 
Aretha Franklin, James Brown, The Animals, Jimi 
Hendrix, Creedence Clearwater Revival, Johnny Cash, 
Peter, Paul and Mary…the list goes on, just like the 
beat! 
 

It should be an interesting 
show, also because the 
Vietnam War, generated 
some of the 20th Century’s most iconic rock, country, 
folk, soul and pop songs.  These are the songs of 
hope, courage, love, loss, anger, frustration, and 
resistance…most of all, these are the songs of 
connection. 
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 In other news from our Committee meeting – we were notified last 
year that a ballot would be held regarding State President.  There 
were two nominations:  Phil Bertuch from North Queensland and 
Ken Savage from Ipswich.  Each Social Centre had one vote.  
Social Centres received their ballot by post with a return self-
addressed envelope to reach the Returning Officer by 1 March. 
 

 As you know we were not able to have a February general meeting but were hoping 
to discuss the matter at our February sausage sizzle.  Unfortunately, we didn't 
receive the letter regarding nominations from State until after the sausage sizzle 
and, given the ballot deadline, your Committee discussed the matter, cast a ballot, 
and returned it to the Returning Officer.  We will await the outcome. 
 

 Beryl will outline some of our planned social events at our 
meeting on Monday 1 March.  In the meantime, we had this 
year’s Welcome Back Lunch at the North Lakes Sports Club.  
40 of us gathered on 24 February and enjoyed a really 
refreshing and relaxing time at the club.  It was great to get 

some of our gang back together again.  Here are a few photos from that lunch: 
 

 
 
 We were well looked after.  
The staff took our orders, 
delivered our meals and we 
paid without ever having to 
leave our seats. 
 
 Obviously. the rocky road ice 
cream was going to go down 
nicely – and trust our fiendish 
fang friend to get in on the act. 
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 As you can see, TPI Ted has been doing time 
in the outdoors lately.  He is obviously on the 
turps again and was nearly taken by a red 
claw.  Luckily Mike and Nola were on hand to 
rescue Ted and help him devour the claw and 
also help with the blonde. 
 
 
 

 If you want to keep on gathering with your TPI friends, you will 
need to be a financial member, not just with state, but also with 
Redcliffe. 
 
 Membership with state gives you membership of the TPI 
Association.  To participate in Redcliffe social events including 

our monthly free BBQs and to benefit from our generous event subsidies you need 
to be a financial member of our Redcliffe TPI Family. 
 
 So, here is another friendly reminder about membership fees.  There are a number 
of alternatives to paying Paddy in person at our meeting or BBQ. 
 
 You can send a cheque to us at PO Box 288 Redcliffe 4020, or you can direct 
deposit to our bank account (ask Paddy for the details). 
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 We had a successful 
sizzle at FSB Jamieson in 
February.  Over 50 keen 
members of our Redcliffe 
TPI Family turned out on 
a fabulous sunny day.    
Here are some photos 
that will attest to that.  If 
you weren’t there, just 
take a look at the weather 
in the background. 
 
 
 Once again, we thank our illustrious chefs on the day who never disappoint.  I also 
noticed some gentlemen planning something whilst trying to escape recognition by 
hiding under their hat and sunnies or lurking in the shadows. 
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 Don't throw your old passport photos away – you will need 
them for a renewal of your TPI/EDA travel pass.  Mine is 
due for renewal in June this year and in February I received 
a letter and pre-filled renewal application form. 
 
 You will probably find that you get a renewal notice some 

months before the due date.  It isn’t a hard process, and you will definitely need two 
passport sized photos with the usual confirmation written on the back of one. 
 

 The final item I want to mention is the COVID vaccine.  I put 
something on our Facebook page for you to read about the roll-
out of the vaccine. 
 
 This page on the Queensland Government website gives you 
information about the vaccine:  

https://www.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/155049/qld-
covax-pt-info.pdf 

 
 The vaccine is free but not compulsory, and this is my summation of information 
from that Queensland government webpage: 
 
�  COVID-19 vaccines will not infect you with the COVID-19 virus – the vaccines do 

not contain live COVID-19 virus. 
 

�  Having a COVID-19 vaccine is important to reduce the serious effects of COVID-
19 in people who become infected. 
 

�  Even though the COVID-19 vaccine has been shown to be very effective there is 
still a chance you may get COVID-19.  No vaccine is 100 per cent effective. 
 

�  Only COVID-19 vaccines which have been approved by the Australian 
Therapeutic Goods Administration will be provided in Australia.  

 
 
 And remember, your people skills are 
just fine, it's probably your tolerance to 
idiots that may need work. 
 
 Take care. 
 

Phil 
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  PHOTOS STORED IN AN OLD BROWNIE CAMERA 
 These Pearl Harbor photos were found in an old Brownie  
 Camera which had been stored in a foot locker and just  
recently taken to be developed. 
 They are from a Sailor who was on the USS Quapaw  
 ATF-110. PEARL HARBOR – December 7th, 1941 
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SICK PARADE

The Pirate has had his

cataracts fixed up with

recent surgery his eyes

are ready for Cat Scanning 

The	Treasury	Report
Please	take	a	copy	of	the	current	Financial	Statement		
&	see	that	not	much	has	affected	our	balance	sheet.
We	are	sponsoring	the	Ladies	Luncheon	as	we	do	for
all	the	�ine	support	they	provide	to	us	&	we	are	also
sponsoring	the	Goodmorning	Vietnam	show	then	the
Golf	Trip	Away	to	Tenter�ield,	it’s	nice	to	be	back	in
business	again	
																																					Paddy	(Scrooge)		Mc-Neil

		Paddy		Mc	Scrooge	
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From	the	SECRETARY’S	DESK

Please	refer	to	the	minutes	and	to	the	list	ofPlease	refer	to	the	minutes	and	to	the	list	of
correspondence	in	&	out	that	aptly	covers	most	ofcorrespondence	in	&	out	that	aptly	covers	most	of
the	activities	happening		that	you	should	know	aboutthe	activities	happening		that	you	should	know	about

Please	refer	to	the	minutes	and	to	the	list	of
correspondence	in	&	out	that	aptly	covers	most	of
the	activities	happening		that	you	should	know	about

Michael K

Lets	not	Rush
into	any	work
I	am	Invoking																																				
			COMP	ORD																																				

	ethics																																				
Go	Slow	Work																																			

This is a Recording

George was back in Hospital again for some 
antibiotic treatment due to a couple of abscesses/
fistulas deciding to be aggressive. Home again 
but no glowing report for the Public Health system.
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 Agent Orange Exposure 
Doubles Risk of Developing 

Dementia, Study Finds 

 

 A U.S. Huey helicopter sprays Agent Orange over Vietnam. 
The U.S. military used at least 11 million gallons of Agent 
Orange in Vietnam from 1961 to 1972. Wikimedia Commons 

 26 Jan 2021      Military.com | By Patricia Kime 

	A	new	study	of	more	than	300,000	Vietnam-era	U.S.	veterans	has	found	that	those	who	were	
exposed	to	Agent	Orange	are	nearly	twice	as	likely	to	develop	dementia	as	those	who	were	not.	

	The	new	finding,	published	Monday	in	JAMA	Neurology,	is	among	the	most	substantial	to	date	
linking	cognitive	decline	with	chemicals	used	for	defoliation	during	the	Vietnam	War.	

	For	the	study,	researchers	at	the	San	Francisco	Veterans	Affairs	Health	Care	System	examined	
the	medical	records	of	thousands	of	veterans	and	found	a	two-fold	risk	of	dementia	for	those	
whose	medical	records	indicated	evidence	of	exposure.	

	According	to	Deborah	Barnes,	a	researcher	with	the	University	of	California	San	Francisco	and	
the	Department	of	Veterans	Affairs,	the	study	authors	found	that,	over	the	course	of	time,	5%	of	
veterans	with	a	documented	exposure	to	Agent	Orange	were	diagnosed	with	dementia	compared	
with	2.5%	of	vets	with	no	known	exposure.	

	"Even	though	the	absolute	rates	...	are	low,	these	veterans	were	still	relatively	young,	so	if	the	risk	
holds,	we	would	expect	that	to	increase	as	they	age,"	Barnes	said	in	an	interview	with	JAMA	
Neurology.	

	The	research	also	discovered	that	the	exposed	vets	were	diagnosed	an	average	of	15	months	
earlier	than	non-exposed	veterans	--	a	finding	that	can	have	a	huge	impact	on	former	personnel,	
their	families	and	society	as	a	whole,	Barnes	said.	

	"Studies	have	found	if	we	could	delay	the	onset	of	dementia	by	a	year	or	15	months,	it	would	
have	a	huge	impact	on	the	population	prevalence	over	time,"	she	explained.	

	For	the	study,	the	researchers	reviewed	the	medical	records	of	Vietnam	veterans	who	received	
care	through	the	Veterans	Health	Administration	from	Oct.	1,	2001,	to	Sept.	30,	2015.	They	
excluded	anyone	already	diagnosed	with	dementia	and	those	whose	Agent	Orange	exposure	was	
unclear.	

	They	found	that	even	after	adjusting	for	other	factors	and	conditions	that	can	play	a	role	in	the	
development	of	dementia	--	psychiatric	conditions	such	as	post-traumatic	stress	disorder,	
medical	conditions	like	diabetes	and	Parkinson's,	or	demographic	variables	--	the	two-fold	risk	
remained.	

	"We	did	observe	that	veterans	who	had	a	history	of	Agent	Orange	exposure	were	more	likely	to	
have	PTSD	in	their	medical	records	or	traumatic	brain	injury,	so	they	did	have	other	conditions	
that	could	increase	their	risk	of	dementia,	so	we	adjusted	statistically	and	...	yes,	there	[still]	is	an	
association,"	Barnes	said.	



	Throughout	the	Vietnam	War,	U.S.	forces	sprayed	more	than	19	million	gallons	of	defoliant,	
including	11	million	of	Agent	Orange,	to	clear	the	jungle	and	destroy	crops.	From	1962	to	1971,	at	
least	2.6	million	U.S.	service	members	were	stationed	in	Vietnam	and	other	places	where	the	
herbicides	were	sprayed	or	stored.	

	Thousands	of	veterans	have	been	diagnosed	with	varying	types	of	cancer,	heart	disease,	diabetes,	
Parkinson's	disease	and	peripheral	neuropathy	as	a	result	of	exposure	to	the	herbicides,	
according	to	the	VA.	

	The	research	didn't	explain	why	exposure	may	be	linked	with	the	development	of	dementia,	but	
one	of	the	main	ingredients	of	the	defoliants	--	dioxin	--	is	known	to	be	stored	in	fat	tissue	where	
it	"sticks	around	for	a	long	time,"	Barnes	said.	

	"It's	possible	that	Agent	Orange	stayed	in	the	fat	tissue	and	is	slowly	being	released	and	causing	
toxic	effects	on	the	brain.	But	we	also	know	that	Agent	Orange	increases	the	risk	of	other	
disorders	that	themselves	are	risk	factors	for	dementia,	so	it's	unclear	if	it's	a	direct	effect	of	the	
dioxin,	an	indirect	effect	or	possibly	a	combination,"	she	added.	

	The	researchers	said	that	their	study	has	some	limitations,	including	concerns	over	the	accuracy	
of	Agent	Orange	exposure	documentation	in	medical	records	or	misclassification	of	a	dementia	
diagnosis.	

	Also,	the	study	did	not	include	veterans	who	receive	care	outside	VA	or	contain	any	baseline	
cognitive	scores,	which	could	have	revealed	whether	any	of	the	veterans	had	undiagnosed	
dementia	at	the	start.	

	The	researchers	suggested	that	additional	studies	be	conducted	to	determine	the	relationship	
between	Agent	Orange	exposure	and	dementia	and	added	that	they	hoped	it	would	encourage	
physicians	to	screen	their	patients	for	the	condition	as	they	age.	

	Dementia	is	on	the	rise	in	the	aging	veterans	community,	with	a	20%	increase	expected	among	
VA	patients	over	the	next	decade,	according	to	the	department.	

	Barnes	said	she	also	would	like	to	see	more	research	on	the	positive	steps	patients	can	take	to	
offset	increased	risk	--	physical	activity,	healthy	lifestyle	choices,	treating	their	mental	health	
diagnoses	and	more.	

	''We	can't	change	our	past.	...	What	you	can	control	is	what	you	are	doing	now	and	what	you	do	in	
the	future.	My	hope	is	that,	even	if	these	veterans	have	this	risk	factor,	engaging	in	a	healthier	
lifestyle	may	help	them	offset	that	risk,"	she	said.	

	Patricia	Kime	can	be	reached	at	Patricia.Kime@Monster.com.	Follow	her	on	Twitter	@patriciakime.	

Agent	Oran	ge	Cont	......

	

Before	and	after	spraying	effect	of	Agent	Orange	

		 	

We	handled	this	stuff
no	PPE	No	Shirts	&	in	

Shorts

They	never	worried	who	or	what
	was	underneath	path

On	land	into	the	water	streams	
who	cared	but	no	acceptance
by	Australian	government

18



MEET YOUR SUB BRANCH MEMBERMEET YOUR SUB BRANCH MEMBERMEET YOUR SUB BRANCH MEMBER

Stephen Arnott Hollick 

 
Corps Recruit Note! 
the Elite RAE Badge

Mandatory Engineer 
Training in Amber Ale

Lean, Mean Fighting 
Combat Engineer

 June 29, 1950 was the outbreak of the Korean War, on the same day 10lb 9onz Stephen 

Richard Hollick was hatched in Hobart Taswegia, Rumour is he is a descendant from Convict 

stock (his Nick Name is Light Fingers) It was discovered little Steve could read & write, a 

miracle (never before in Tasmania an under 8 could do this), so the family upped and moved 

to the mainland taking him out of Convict Classes Ha ha!!.  The fam settled in Oakleigh, 

Victoria where Steve would come to hone his Prankster skills resulting in expulsion from Little 

Cubs as well as suspension from Tech school, where he was caught making laxette chocolate 

cakes for his teachers.  On obtaining his Junior Tech Certificate he left school taking on a 

butchers apprenticeship, but found it too dull so at age 16 he left home moving to Gaytown 

(Don Dunstan Country) Whyalla, SA, doing concreting work learning that this work was and 

should be left for the Italian concreters who owned the personally fitted gum Boot company? 

Steve has a proud family military heritage, His maternal grandfather served on the Somme in 

WW1, his father served in the NT and Indonesia during WW2 & all 3 had their 21st birthdays in 

theatres of war. 

 Back In Melb now expecting a Nasho call up when his Jitters got the better of him so he just 

got up and enlisted in the ARMY to his Mums horror 
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 Strolling through basic training at Kapooka, it was now off to where the elite recruits showing 

potential went “School of Military Engineering” SME for Corps training 

 It was here he met another Engineer Ronnie Reid, who are  still great mates 48 years later (bit 

like a Marriage) So January 1971 he was off to Vietnam to 1 FD SQN, RAE, as a 'lean green 

Engineering fighting machine', Steve Sucked up til he got his LCPL status. 

9 months later (short Timer) he returned to Aussie &, was posted to 21 Construction SQN  (up 

the old red rooster) in Puckapunyal  

 Steve honed his newfound Vietnam skills learnt in the Vungers  street Bars on the Victorian 

ladies keeping himself active, He was there for a year before a hasty posting to Sydney, 1FER, 

for his shotgun assisted wedding to wife no1  The marriage produced 2 lovely daughters, In 

1976 he made corporal and was posted to 5 Engineer group, Haberfield (sounds like Hillbilly 

country! were the Hollick’s feuding with the Real McCoy’s at the time in Habberfield?)  

 1978 he qualified as Supervisor transport, Early 1980 he was posted to 18FD SQN (Lt) in 

Townsville  At this time the 1st marriage failed with the parting of ways however not good at 

doing his own laundry it was only a short time before he met the love of his life, the delightful 

Faye in Melbourne (WRAAF), and due to the now nicer company he kept he was promoted to 

SGT  The end of 1981 saw them marry, and a posting as Chief Clerk to the School of Languages, 

RAAF base Point Cook for a year (yeah the RAFFy’s couldn’t speak very well so an Army 

Engineer was called in to improve the RAAF’s IQ levels)  

Early 1983 saw a posting to Brisbane, 2/3 FER. It was here he was promoted to WO2 (we think 

it was due to the improvements to speech & IQ of the RAAF RABBLE). It was also where they 

purchased 4 acres at Burpengary (Backs onto Remembrance House), and built their family 

home  After 2 years in the house, and 1 daughter, the A-H’s were on the move back to 21 

Construction SQN Puckapunyal  Another daughter born here, shortly before a deployment to 

the Famous cream of the RAE, 17 Construction SQN, UNTAG Namibia for a 6 month 

Peacekeeping tour. There to oversee the free & fair elections, notably they were the first 

armed Peacekeeping force to leave Australia. By this time he'd racked up 20 years of service, 

and submitted his discharge in Africa. Discharged on 2 July 1990 at 9.30 am, ear pierced by 

10am (they wouldn’t do Nose Piercing back then & also didn’t shave or haircut for many 

years). A week later they left on an 18 month adventure around Australia, with 1993 seeing 

the arrival of a son 

  We return back to that adventurous time Steve had in Puckapunyal back in 1972. It was a 

sunny day in 1996 when Steve received a phone call from a young lady saying she was 

engaged to Steve’s son. What The Heck!! What Son? behold Stevie learnt he had a son that 

had been adopted out, incredibly just 6 days younger than Steves eldest daughter!!!  (should 

have been a Sailor) His Mum reckoned 'it must have been a busy week for her little Stevie'. 



March	25th	LADIES	MORNIN	G	TEA.
Please	let	Faye	know	if	you’re	attending	so	she	

can	book	for	the	numbers
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Thankyou for your service Steve

UC		Da		Loi
Numba	Won

 These days life is quiet, pottering on the property, doing some travelling reading, listening to 

talkback radio and his idol Elvis.  Recently he’s had some unkind medical diagnosis which he is 

taking on front on, “hang in there mate stay positive & strong” fellow Ginger Beer 

 George ran into one of Steve’s “Old Vunger’s bar girl friends”a tad older but still looking as 

gorgeous as ever, She sent Steve this photo so he could recall the Good times had in Nam.  

Jimmy	
Durante
would	
be	proud

THE	THREE	AMIGO’S	WHAT	UPLIFTING	SMILESTHE	THREE	AMIGO’S	WHAT	UPLIFTING	SMILESTHE	THREE	AMIGO’S	WHAT	UPLIFTING	SMILES
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GOLF	&	RUSTY	SWINGERS	

DAVE	RICKMAN				Phone				0458	883	108

All	you		Rusty	Swingers	out	there	Dave	has	organised	a	trip
away	that	was	postponed	due	to	the	Covit-19	and	Border
closures	when	it	was	supposed	to	be	back	in	2020

NANANGO	GOLF	TRIP	AWAY:			7/8th	APRIL		(OVERNIGHT	STAY)

LOCATION:			NANANGO		(SHARE	ACCOM	OR	EXTRA	FOR	SINGLE)

PROPOSED			DRIVE	UP	AND	PLAY	9	HOLES	WED	7th	FOLLOWED	
ACTIVITY						BY	SPONSORED	$20	VOUCHER	FOR	DINNER	AT	RSL
																								18	HOLES	GOLF	NEXT	MORNING
COST:								$115	PER	PERSON	SHARE	ACCOM	EXTRA	FOR	SINGLE

REGISTRATION:			CONTACT	DAVE	RICKMAN	ASAP	IF	YOU	WANT
																																			TO	BE	INCLUDED	SO	HE	CAN	ORGANISE	IT
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 I sat, as did millions all around the world, 
and watched as the government underwent a 
peaceful transition of power  yesterday   

 At first, I felt a swell of pride and  patriotism 
while  Joe Biden took his Oath of Office 

 However, all  that pride quickly vanished as I 
later watched  21 Marines,  in full dress 
uniform with rifles,  fire  a 21-gun salute to 
the President 

 It was then that I  realized how far America's 
military had  deteriorated 

Every one of them missed the  Turkey 

This came from a Marines wife it says it all

Hillary Rodham
Clinton

William Jefferson
*Bill) Clinton

Nancy  Pelosi Barack Hussein
Obama

Sheilla Jackson

Bill is the best
husband & father
I know, Faithful
True and Loyal

Hillary is as honest
as the day is long.
Whatever that’s

supposed to mean

You don’t need
God anymore.

You have us
Democrats now

Your Business you 
didn’t build that.
Someone else did

Homicide is the
leading cause.

of Murder

These are actual quotes made by these individuals



 RAAFy's 
 

T A V L U H A D T V S R R B W B H R Q H 
E O I L I G T N O E C E V I H A T E Z U 
Z J L R M G M N L Q T L N E X G R P K M 
O L W I C A H U O S I J F Q Y G O U D H 
D L U K P R C T A M E B D N M A W S S R 
G S N V Y R A M E E R T K P A G R N C K 
Q U Y O E L E F L N Q A G G C E E K M Z 
R V N H I B N T T Z I K E O H H T R S A 
O L Q S O R R X H T G N Q L I A T J Y M 
F B R L H A O F O G E V G L N N U W P R 
B U G T I I P J X Q I C V L I D B P E N 
S C D N M O P U S G B F H X S L I M C H 
Q Y E S I O U Q I R I P F N T E K D G G 
J R E N O O P S R E V L I S I R I D M R 
G R O U N D C R E W F I G O E C N M H U 
A V I A N O I C S T E C H N I C I A N B 
L C H O P P E R N A P F T J X R Q A E N 
T E N R O H I R S D H O E W A I U C N I 
J S H Z A J W A A F A Q R G Z Y Z J G D 
H Y Q F K U W J O Y Y A E E M O W Y P E 

 

 

AIRCRAFTTECHNICIAN 
AVIANOICSTECHNICIAN 

BAGGAGEHANDLER 
BUTTERWORTH 
CHOPPER 
EDINBURGH 
FIGHTER 

FIGHTERPILOT 
GLOBEMASTER 
GROUNDCREW 
GUNSHIP 

 

HERCULES 
HORNET 

IRIQUOISE 
LEARMONTH 
LIGHTENING 
MACHINIST 
MIRAGE 
ORION 

SILVERSPOONER 
SUPER 

WINJEELTRAINER 

 
 

WORDSEARCH
FIND	THE	22	WORDS	(If	you	can)
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 Most of us TPI members are Returned Veterans as are most partners who endured the 

Vietnam War back home while we were away.  I am posting the storey from extracts out 

of the DVA ANZAC Portal / Vietnam War over a number of Commscord volumes.  

 I hope you find the reading of past history to your liking.  LEST WE FORGET the 

mates who never made it back and those who still suffer from the effects of that War.  

 The Vietnam War 

 The Vietnam War was the longest twentieth century conflict in which Australians 

participated; it involved some 60,000 personnel and grew from a limited initial commitment 

of 30 military advisers in 1962 to include a battalion in 1965 and finally, in 1966, a task force. 

Each of the three services was involved, but the dominant role was played by the Army. 

 After the cessation of combat operations in 1972, a limited number of Australian personnel 

remained in Vietnam, and elements of the RAAF returned in 1975, carrying out evacuations 

and assisting refugees almost until the moment of South Vietnam's surrender. 

 In the early years Australia's participation in the war was not widely opposed. But as the 

commitment grew, as conscripts began to make up a large percentage of those being 

deployed and killed, and as the public increasingly came to believe that the war was being 

lost, opposition grew until, in the early 1970s, more than 200,000 people marched in the 

streets of Australia's major cities in protest. 

 By this time the United States Government had embarked on a policy of 'Vietnamisation' - 

withdrawing its own troops from the country while passing responsibility for the 

prosecution and conduct of the war to South Vietnamese forces. Australia too was winding 

down its commitment and the last combat troops came home in March 1972. The RAAF, 

however, sent personnel back to Vietnam in 1975 to assist in evacuations and humanitarian 

work during the war's final days. Involvement in the war cost more than 500 Australian 

servicemen their lives, while some 3,000 were wounded, otherwise injured or were victims of 

illness. 

 The South Vietnamese fought on for just over three years before the capital, Saigon, fell to 

North Vietnamese forces in April 1975, bringing an end to the war which by then had 

spilled over into neighbouring Cambodia and Laos. Millions lost their lives, millions more 

were made refugees and the disaster that befell the region continues to reverberate today. 

For Australia the Vietnam War was the cause of the greatest social and political dissent 

since the conscription referenda of the First World War. 

 

 One of the most famous images of the Vietnam 

War was captured by Michael Coleridge on 26 

August 1967 The image which has been etched 

on the rear wall of the Australian Vietnam 

Forces National Memorial on Anzac Parade in 

Canberra, shows members of 5 Platoon, B 

Company, 7RAR waiting to be airlifted by US 

Army helicopters from an area just north of 

Phuoc Hai. [AWM EKN/67/0130/VN] 

Part	...	1
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 Background 
 The distant origins of the Vietnam War lie in the nineteenth-century colonisation of 
Indochina (Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam) by France. French rule lasted until 1940 when 
the Japanese, embarking on a series of conquests in Southeast Asia and eventually war 
against Western powers, occupied Vietnam. Japan's defeat in 1945 saw France seeking to 
regain control of her erstwhile colonies. Establishing the state of Vietnam, France installed 
the former emperor, Bao Dai, as head of state. For many Vietnamese, however, the end of 
the Japanese occupation meant the chance for independence, duly proclaimed by Ho Chi 
Minh, leader of Vietnam's Communist Party, in September 1945. 

 France refused to accept the declaration, and eight years of war followed, ending with the 
French defeat at Dien Bien Phu in 1954. The peace settlement, known as the Geneva 
Accords, divided the country; the North under the communist Ho Chi Minh, and the South 
under President Ngo Dinh Diem who had deposed Bao Dai and proclaimed the Republic of 
Vietnam in October 1955. 

 The Geneva Accords mandated that a Vietnam-wide election, aimed at reunifying the 
divided country, be held in 1956. Diem claimed that the people of the North could not vote 
freely, and with the backing of the United States, he refused to participate. Relations 
between the two Vietnams grew increasingly tense and in 1960 the North, aiming to 
overthrow Diem and reunite the country under communist rule, proclaimed the National 
Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam. 

 Known as the Viet Cong (Vietnamese Communists) and hoping to foment a general 
uprising, the Front embarked on a guerilla campaign throughout the South. The South 
Vietnamese Army proved unable to counter the insurgents' tactics and the United States, 
alarmed at the prospect of communism spreading throughout South-East Asia, began to 
significantly increase what had been a limited amount of assistance to the South. By 1962 
more than 11,000 United States military advisers had arrived in the country. They 
represented the beginning of a build-up in United States troop numbers that would peak at 
more than 500,000. 

  Australia, communism and Southeast Asia after Dien Bien Phu 

 In the wake of the Viet Minh victory over France in 1954, concern at communism’s growing 
influence in Asia was widespread as people sought both explanation and remedy. Carlos P.   

 Romulo, who wrote this article for the RSL’s monthly magazine, Reveille, that year was a 
man of considerable experience and influence. He spent time in Australia during the 
Second World War as General MacArthur’s aide-de-camp but his career encompassed a 
great deal more. Romulo had, among other things, been a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist, 
editor, academic and, during the Second World War, he had attained the rank of general in 
the United States Army. After the war he became Head of the Philippines Delegation to the 
United Nations before becoming President of the United Nations General Assembly. 

 Despite being a great admirer of the United States, colonial masters of the Philippines for 
many decades, Romulo was, nevertheless, a staunch advocate for the freedom of subject 
peoples. In this article he suggested that only when their own freedom from colonialism was 
assured would the people of Southeast Asia assist the west in its fight against communism.  

 With hindsight we see that Romulo’s suggestion that the United States was unlikely to 

commit to an all-out intervention in Vietnam was erroneous, but the article indicates how an 

experienced, senior diplomat viewed the threat of communism in Asia after the French 

defeat in Vietnam. 



Australia enters - 1962 

 In the early 1960s South Vietnam was a land beset by problems. The government was 
under threat from a growing communist insurgency, losing control over the countryside 
outside major towns and cities and facing internal dissent. The South Vietnamese 
government sought assistance from the United States and her regional ally, Australia. Both 
countries responded with civil and military aid. Australia's contribution was small in 
comparison to America's, but sufficient to show loyalty to the United States, Australia's most 
valued ally. The United States was keen to avoid the appearance of replacing French 
colonialism with American imperialism, and the involvement of other countries from the 
region, such as Australia, helped avoid this perception by suggesting a more international 
approach. 

 Australia's initial military contribution to South Vietnam was modest; comprising a team of 
30 advisers who worked in various areas of the country under the command of Colonel F.P. 
'Ted' Serong. Known as the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam (AATTV), they gave 
Australia a presence in South Vietnam and were seen as an embodiment of the Australian 
doctrine of 'Forward Defence' - meeting threats at their source rather than waiting to fight an 
enemy on Australian soil. 

 Colonel Serong arrived in Saigon, South Vietnam's capital, on 31 July 1962. His men 

followed on 3 August. This small unit was the vanguard of Australia's decade-long 

involvement in the Vietnam War. 

 The Australian Army Training Team Vietnam 

 The first contingent of the Australian Army Training Team (AATTV) arrived in South 
Vietnam on 3 August 1962. It numbered just 30 men and was made up of a mixture of 
officers, sergeants and warrant officers under the command of Colonel F.P. 'Ted' Serong.  
 
 Team members were deployed to South Vietnam for a 12-month tour of duty with the 
option of extending for an additional 6 months. The AATTV's numbers grew, as did the 
range of ranks held by its members, over the ten years that it served in Vietnam, peaking at 
224 in 1971, shortly before Australia's withdrawal. 

 From the beginning the AATTV was divided into groups and dispersed. Some worked with 
Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) units, some with indigenous peoples in the 
remote, mountainous areas of the country's north-west, some with South Vietnam's Civil 
Guard which was responsible for protecting key provincial infrastructure, some with the 
ARVN's elite Ranger units and some with the American Combined Studies Division which 
trained village militias and which was also involved in the Phoenix Program that targeted 
Viet Cong cells and cadres for assassination. 

 Until 1964 AATTV personnel were forbidden from joining those whom they trained on 

operations, a ban that proved completely impractical when they were caught in ambushes 

and which diminished their credibility in the eyes of their students. After the policy changed, 

allowing participation in operations, AATTV members often found themselves engaged in 

combat more fierce than that experienced by most other Australian units in South Vietnam. 

By 1965 AATTV advisers were accompanying South Vietnamese Units on patrol and 

helping defend bases from attack. Designated as trainers they were often leaders, 

demonstrating military and counter-insurgency skills in the heat of battle. 27
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 For many in the AATTV, service in Vietnam was an isolating experience. They often 
worked alone or in pairs in small, mainly American, advisory teams which served with 
Vietnamese units. Their dispersal meant Australia had a country-wide presence and with it 
the ability to assess the situation outside Phuoc Tuy, the province in which most Australians 
in Vietnam served. 

 As Australia and the United States began to withdraw their forces from Vietnam the 
AATTV's role changed to resemble what it had been like when they were first deployed.  

 Training became the main priority as Vietnamese units were prepared for the time when 
they would have to fight without the support of allies. The last members of the AATTV to 
leave South Vietnam departed on 18 December 1972, a little more than ten years after the 
first members arrived. 

 During their decade in Vietnam the AATTV became the most highly decorated Australian 

unit to serve in the war. Four Victoria Crosses were awarded to AATTV members, along 

with numerous other awards and decorations, including those issued by the United States 

and the Republic of South Vietnam. Most awards recognised bravery in combat; some were 

for service to the people of South Vietnam. 

 Three members of the team 
Peter Conway 

 In June 1971 WOII Peter Conway, a member of the Australian Army Training Team 
Vietnam (AATTV), went on leave to Australia. Like many members of the Team, he 
travelled using the American system, flying Pan Am to Australia and back to Vietnam.   

 Having had that experience Warrant Officer Conway decided to let other advisors know 
what to expect when their turn for leave came up. 

 The article provides an interesting glimpse into the procedures men had to follow before 
leaving Saigon and suggests something of the American experience as well as that of an 
Australian member of the AATTV. 

 Warrant Officer Conway recalled only ever having received two copies of The Adviser 
during his year in Vietnam. The magazine ceased production at the end of Australia's 
involvement in the war but the Queensland Branch of the AATTV Association continues to 
produce its successor, a national magazine titled The Advisor, edited since 2003 by Peter 
Conway. 

 George Logan 

 Warrant Officer Class II George Logan was a member of the Australian Army Training 

Team Vietnam between 1969 and 1970. He had already served in Vietnam with the 7th 

Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (7RAR) during its first tour in 1967-68. In April 1970, 

during an operation in the vicinity of the A Shau Valley in South Vietnam's far north, Logan 

wrote this letter to his father revealing something of how he viewed the war and his part in 

it. 
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 The letter was written over several days and addressed to Logan's father, a veteran of the 
Second World War with whom he had often spoken about his experiences of operations in 
Malaya and later Vietnam. By 1970 George and he agreed that letters addressed to both 
parents would be fairly innocuous while other letters, for his father only, would convey more 
of the reality of the war that George was experiencing. 

 Many years later, after his father's death, George's mother told him that the plan had failed.  
She had known all along of the subterfuge, and with the words 'You don't think I wouldn't 
make sure I saw all the letters my son sent from the war?' handed them back to George. 

 Ray Simpson 

 Within a matter of weeks in May 1969 two members of the Australian Army Team Vietnam 
(AATTV) performed acts of valour for which they received the Victoria Cross (VC), the final 
two of four VCs awarded to members of the AATTV. Warrant Officers Keith Payne and Ray 
Simpson were both serving in Kontum Province near the Laotian border in operations 
described in the dry language of the AATTV's monthly report as involving frequent 'contact 
with platoon to battalion size NVA forces'. 

 In several of these encounters, Simpson, a veteran of the Second World War, Korea, the 
Malayan Emergency and now on his third tour of Vietnam, repeatedly risked his life in a 
demonstration of leadership that he was extremely fortunate to survive. As the 
accompanying citations show, this was not the first time Simpson had behaved this way in a 
dangerous situation. Five years earlier he was seriously wounded but continued to lead his 
men through a violent action until a relief force arrived. For this he was awarded the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal. The citations for both of Simpson's awards are shown here. 

 Simpson's soldierly skills were born of decades of experience and a lifetime of reading 
military history. A complex man, he could be blunt and even rude but he has also been 
described in The Australian Dictionary of Biography as proud, moral and compassionate, 
without pretension and devoted to his wife, Shoko, a Japanese woman whom he met during 
the Korean War. Simpson died of cancer in Tokyo in October 1978. 

 
 Bien Hoa Province 

 The takeover of South Vietnam would be a direct military threat to Australia and all the 
countries of South-East Asia. It must be seen as part of a thrust by Communist China 
between the Indian and Pacific Oceans.' 

 [Prime Minister Sir Robert Menzies, Hansard, 29 April 1965.] 

 On the afternoon of 29 April 1965, Australians were warned that the Australian 
Government would 'provide an infantry battalion for service in Vietnam.' Prime Minister Sir 
Robert Menzies delivered a statement to the Lower House of Parliament that evening, 
explaining that the decision was made in response to a request for 'further military 
assistance' by the Government of South Vietnam and in consultation with the United States 
Government. 

 Five days after the Prime Minister's announcement, the Leader of the Opposition in the 

House of Representatives, Arthur Calwell, spoke in Parliament, opposing Australia's 

commitment of troops to South Vietnam. 
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 Our men will be fighting the largely indigenous Viet Cong in their own home territory. They 
will be fighting in the midst of a largely indifferent, if not resentful, and frightened population. 

 They will be fighting at the request of, and in support, and, presumably, under the direction 
of an unstable, inefficient, partially corrupt military regime which lacks even the semblance 
of being, or becoming, democratically based. 

 [Excerpt from Mr Arthur Calwell's speech, 4 May 1965.] 

 On 27 May 1965, a company of 1RAR and attachments together with a small media 
contingent left Sydney for South Vietnam. Their voyage on HMAS Sydney took 14 days and 
they arrived at the port of Vung Tau on 10 June. The remainder of 1RAR travelled to South 
Vietnam by air. They were attached to the US 173rd Airborne Brigade and stationed in Bien 
Hoa province approximately 25 kilometres from Saigon (now Ho Chi Minh City), an area 
held by Viet Cong. 

 The Australians, comprising one infantry battalion of approximately 600 combat troops, an 
Armoured Personnel Carrier unit, the Prince of Wales Light Horse, a Royal Australian Air 
Force (RAAF) unit with six Caribou planes, a small surgical team, a handful of civil 
engineers, diary and signals experts and the men in the Australian Army Training Team 
Vietnam (AATTV), were under the command of Colonel, later Brigadier, Oliver Jackson, the 
Commander, Australian Army Force, Vietnam. Although Jackson, based at the Australian 
Headquarters in Saigon, was under the operational control of the Commander, United 
States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, General William Westmoreland, he 
remained responsible for 'matters of Australian administration and support.' 

 Once they had set up their base and their defences around the 1RAR position, the 
Australians began to patrol their tactical area of responsibility (TAOR). Tasked with 
securing the Bien Hoa air base, deep patrolling and offensive operations into areas 
adjacent to the base, and conducting combined operations with US and ARVN troops, the 
Australians soon discovered their tactics were very different from those of their allies. 

 This, along with the recognition that a single Australian battalion would always need to be 
integrated with a United States brigade, led military and political planners to the conclusion 
that Australian forces in Vietnam should comprise a task force with its own area of 
operations. Thus, in 1966, the 1st Australian Task Force, made up of two battalions, 5RAR 
and 6RAR, was dispatched from Australia to Phuoc Tuy Province to set up a new 
Australian base at Nui Dat. 

 

All the way with LBJ 
 The Vietnam War, in essence a conflict between North Vietnam and South Vietnam, had 

wider implications because of North Vietnam's communist associations. In the wake of the 

Second World War, with Russia ascendant in Eastern Europe and China dominant in north 

Asia, western fears of a communist expansion throughout Asia were running high. The 

United States was concerned that, should North Vietnam prevail and turn Vietnam into a 

communist state, neighbouring countries such as Laos, Cambodia and Thailand were also 

likely to succumb in what was called the 'domino effect'. As an ally of the United States and  

 with its own interest in seeing the South-East Asian region free of communism, Australia 

was an enthusiastic supporter of American policy in Vietnam. 



 

 America's fear of a North Vietnamese victory and its implications for regional politics led to 
its involvement in the war in Vietnam as an ally and supporter of the anti-communist South 
Vietnamese regime. Australia quickly followed suit, offering military trainers to assist South 
Vietnamese forces in a move aimed at supporting United States policy and addressing 
Australia's own regional concerns. 

 Over the following years both the United 
States and Australia increased their 
commitment to South Vietnam, including the 
use of conscripts in combat. Military might 
was not, however, sufficient to prevail over 
either southern communist insurgents nor 
the North Vietnamese Army.  Even when 
United States and South Vietnamese forces 
did inflict a major battlefield defeat on their 
enemies during the 1968 Tet offensive, 
popular opinion in the United States and 
Australia turned against the war. The 
propaganda victory won by the communist 
forces ultimately proved to be of greater 
moment than their military defeat. After 
1968 the United States began withdrawing 
its forces from Vietnam until, by late 1972, 
carriage of the war had been placed in the 
hands of South Vietnam which, in 1975, 
was defeated by the North. 

 Troops of 1RAR landed in June 1965, with  

military police from the American 173rd  

Airborne Brigade keeping watch.  

 

 The battalion was comprised entirely of regular troops during its first deployment, and was 

maintained and supplied by the Americans. Unfortunately, much of its equipment was old or not 

well suited to the war, and it was found that Australian and American doctrine and tactics 

differed markedly. The battalion saw some hard fighting and lost 23 men killed before returning 

to Australia in June 1966. AWM DNE/65/0002/VN Part	2	in	next	edition
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 The President looked Ken squarely in the eye, and 
with a stern voice, he asked: 

 "Have you ever had sex with my secretary, Miss 
Floyd?" 
 "Oh, no, sir, definitely not...!" Ken replied. 
 "Are you absolutely sure...?" asked the president 
 "Honest, Pres I've never been close enough to 
even touch her...! 
 "You'd swear to that...?" 
 "Yes, Sir I swear I've never had sex with Miss 
Floyd, anytime, anywhere 

The	Ladies	Funnybones	&	The	guy’s	humour

 WOMEN WHO KNOW THEIR PLACE.... 

 Barbara Walters, of 20/20, did a story on roles in Kabul , Afghanistan, 
 several years before the Afghan conflict. 

 She noted that women customarily walked five paces behind their husbands. 

 She  recently returned to Kabul and observed that women still walk behind their 
husbands. 

 Despite the overthrow of the oppressive Taliban regime, the women now seem 
to (and are happy to ) maintain the old custom. 

 Ms. Walters approached one of the Afghani women and asked,      “ Why  do you 
now seem happy with an old custom that you once  tried so desperately to 

change ?” 

 The woman looked Ms. Walters straight in the eyes, and without hesitation said,  
LAND MINES & TERRORIST BOMBERS 

 Moral of the story is (no matter what language you speak or where you go) 

 BEHIND EVERY MAN, THERE'S A SHARP & SMART WOMAN ! 

Big business uses the right people to do the tough Jobs

 All the members of the Committee were called 
into the Presidents office, one after another, 
until only Ken, the most recent committee man 
appointed, was left sitting outside 

 Finally, his turn came and Ken entered the 
office to find the President  and the other  shifty 
executive members seated at the far end of the 
table with smirks on their faces 
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Are the Pfizer and Oxford-AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccines 
safe? What are the side-effects? 

ABC Health & Wellbeing   By Claudine Ryan and health reporter Olivia Willis 

Australia will begin rolling out COVID-19 vaccines later this month.(ABC: Edwina Seselja) 

Since COVID-19 first upended our lives in early 2020, a vaccine has been considered our ticket 

back to 'normal life'.In January, we took one step closer to that goal, with the national medicines 

regulator approving the first COVID-19 vaccine (from Pfizer) for use in Australia. 

While most of us are eager to get immunised, many people still have questions about the safety 

of the incoming vaccines. 

With the help of vaccine experts, we've answered five of the most common questions 

identified by the ABC and Google Trends. 

Are COVID-19 vaccines safe? 
In order for a vaccine to get approved for use in Australia, it needs to go through a series of 

rigorous safety checks. 

The Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) — which is responsible for approving vaccines —

 carefully assesses the results of vaccine trials, makes sure manufacturing standards are up to 

scratch, and uses its own laboratories to "assess the quality of every batch of a vaccine before it 

can be supplied". 

Earlier this week, the TGA said following a thorough and independent review of Pfizer's COVID-

19 vaccine submission it decided the vaccine met the high safety, efficacy and quality standards 

required. 

The approval is on a provisional basis, meaning it is valid for two years, and allows the vaccine to 

be supplied in Australia for people aged 16 and older. 

All other COVID-19 vaccines undergoing evaluation by the TGA (including the Oxford-

AstraZeneca vaccine) will also have to meet the same strict safety requirements. 

Like any vaccine approved for use in the community, COVID-19 vaccines have been studied 

extensively across multiple pre-clinical and clinical trials. 

The process begins with research on cells and animals in the lab (these are the pre-clinical 

studies), and then progresses to large-scale testing in humans (these are the clinical trials). 

Over a period of several months, more than 43,000 people were involved in the clinical trials for 

the Pfizer vaccine, and another 23,000 were included in the Oxford-AstraZeneca trials. 

Both vaccines were found to be effective at stopping people getting sick (to differing degrees), 

and both companies reported very few serious side effects (more on those below). 

What are the ingredients in COVID-19 vaccines? 
COVID-19 vaccine ingredients vary depending on the vaccine. 

According to the Department of Health, vaccines may contain some of the following ingredients: 

�  a protein component of a virus 

�  a piece of genetic code (DNA or mRNA) 

�  a very small dose of a weakened virus 

�  a substance to boost the immune response (an adjuvant) 

�  a small amount of preservative 

�  sterile salt water (saline) for injections 

The newly-approved Pfizer vaccine contains mRNA (which encodes the SARS-CoV-2 spike 

protein), plus a handful of pharmaceutical ingredients that help to stabilise it. You can find a full  
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list of the ingredients on the vaccine's product information sheet on the Australian Register of 

Therapeutic Goods. 

Once other COVID-19 vaccines are approved by the TGA, their specific ingredients will also be 

listed here. 

Are there any side effects? 
People who get immunised may experience some mild side effects, and these have been 

reported in places where COVID-19 vaccines have been rolled out. 

The US Centers for Disease Control describes these as 'normal signs that your body is building 

protection'. 

Common side effects include: 

�  pain and swelling in your arm (where you get the jab) 

�  tiredness 

�  headache 

�  fever 

�  chills 

Severe side effects from vaccination are rare, but sometimes can emerge after a vaccine or drug 

has been rolled out in the community and tested on millions of people. 

To date, there have been very few serious side effects reported following COVID-19 vaccination, 

however there have been some instances of severe (though treatable) allergic reactions. 

Health authorities estimate the rate of anaphylaxis (the most severe type of allergic reaction) is 

about 11 cases per 1 million doses of the vaccine — a rate they describe as "exceedingly rare". 

There have also been reports of several deaths in frail, elderly people in Norway who received 

the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine. 

Despite some initial concern, the Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety has since found 

the vaccine was not the likely cause of the deaths and recommends older people still get 

vaccinated. 

One person out of more than 11,000 people included in the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine trial 

results experienced transverse myelitis, a very rare condition that involves the inflammation of 

the spinal cord, but it is unknown whether or not this is related to the vaccine (another person 

who received the placebo also experienced transverse myelitis, as did another person with a 

history of multiple sclerosis). 

Could there be some long-term side effects? 
Rare but serious side effects are why health authorities continue to closely monitor vaccines 

once they've been approved for use. 

So far, no long-term adverse effects have been reported in people who participated in clinical 

trials (who were immunised several months ago), but researchers will continue to keep a close 

eye on them. 

Similarly, regulators like the TGA will oversee the safety of COVID-19 vaccines in the community 

for several years after they have been approved. 

Because the approval of the Pfizer vaccine is on a provisional basis, the company is required to 

keep providing information to the TGA on longer term efficacy and safety from ongoing clinical 

trials and post-market assessment. 

It's also worth noting that while serious side effects from vaccination are rare, people who get 

infected with COVID-19 can become seriously ill and/or suffer debilitating symptoms months 

after infection. 



SELECTED PORTALS FOR 
THE MONTH MARCH OVER THE YEARS 

March 1 
�  1901 – Following Federation, naval and military forces of the States are transferred to 

Commonwealth control. 
�  1942 – The heavy cruiser HMAS Perth is sunk by the Japanese during the Battle of Sunda 

Strait. 357 are killed, and 109 die later in prison camps. 
March 2 
�  1994 – A parcel bomb explodes at the Adelaide office of the National Crime Authority, 

killing Detective Sergeant Geoffrey Brown and injuring lawyer Peter Wallis. Dominic Perre 
is charged but released due to lack of evidence. 

�  1996 – The Coalition is elected and John Howard becomes Prime Minister of Australia. 
March 3 
�  1911 – The city of Palmerston in the Northern Territory is renamed Darwin in honour 

of Charles Darwin. 
�  1942 – Japanese forces carry out air-raids on Broome. 
�  1986 – The Australia Act 1986, which completes Australia's independence from 

the United Kingdom, is proclaimed by Queen Elizabeth II at a ceremony in Canberra. 
March 4 
�  1804 – The Castle Hill convict rebellion took place near Sydney; 200 convicts rebelled, 51 

were later punished and nine hanged. 
�  1899 – Cyclone Mahina hits Bathurst Bay on the Cape York Peninsula killing 410 people. 
�  1989 – The first election are held in the newly independent Australian Capital Territory. 
March 5 

�  1983 – The ALP, with Bob Hawke as leader wins with one of the biggest parliamentary 
majorities in Australian political history. 

March 6 

�  1788 – Lieutenant Philip Gidley King takes formal possession of Norfolk Island. 
�  1989 – Former National Safety Council of Australia boss John Friedrich is arrested in 

Western Australia on AUDS$237 million fraud charges. 
March 7 
�  1987 – Elections in the Northern Territory return CLP government of Stephen Hatton to 

power. 
March 8 

�  1828 – Australian postage stamps are issued for the first time. 
�  1973 – The Whiskey Au Go Go fire occurs in Brisbane's Fortitude Valley, 15 of the club's 

patrons were killed.  
March 9 

�  1951 – In Australian Communist Party v Commonwealth, the High Court of 
Australia holds that the Federal Parliament's attempt to ban the Communist Party of 
Australia is unconstitutional. 

March 10 
�  1946 – An Australian National Airways (ANA) DC3 aircraft crashes near Hobart, killing 25. 
�  1959 – The Australian population officially reaches 10 million. 
�  1971 – William McMahon becomes with twentieth Prime Minister of Australia, March 11 
�  1983 – Bob Hawke becomes the twenty-third Prime Minister of Australia. 
�  1996 – John Howard becomes the twenty-fifth Prime Minister of Australia. 36



March 12 
 1868 – Prince Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh, was picnicking in the beach-front suburb 

of Clontarf, when Henry James O'Farrell fired a revolver into the Duke’s back, in 
Australia's first attempt of political assassination. 

�  1980 – James Miller is sentenced to life in prison for committing the Truro murders. 
March 13 
�  1884 – Daisy Bates married Breaker Morant. 
�  1993 – The Paul Keating-led Australian Labor Party returned to power after federal 

election. 
March 14 
�  1831 – The Surprise, the first paddle steamer built in Australia, was launched in Sydney. 
�  1942 – Japanese forces bomb Horn Island in the Torres Strait. 
March 15 

�  1877 – Cricketers representing England and Australia played the first Test match at 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground. 

�  1973 – Attorney-General Lionel Murphy and the Commonwealth Police conduct a raid on 
the ASIO offices in Melbourne. 

�  2006 – The 2006 Commonwealth Games begin in Melbourne. 
March 16 

�  1914 – Fourteen people die in a train accident at Exeter, New South Wales. 
March 17 
�  1826 – Bushranger Matthew Brady is captured by John Batman near Launceston. 
�  1853 – The last major St Kilda Road robbery occurs during the Victorian gold rush. 
March 18 

�  2003 – Prime Minister John Howard pledges 2000 personnel for the Iraq War. 
March 19 
�  1790 – The HMS Sirius, while transporting supplies to Norfolk Island, is wrecked and 

destroyed on a reef. 
�  1866 – Nineteen year old bushranger John Dunn is hanged. 
�  1932 – The Sydney Harbour Bridge is opened to traffic.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
March 20 
�  1912 – The SS Koombana  sinks near Port Hedland, Western Australia, during a tropical 

cyclone, with the loss of at least 138 passengers and crew 
�  1916 – Troops from the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) land in France. 
�  1942 – American general Douglas MacArthur makes his "I shall return" speech 

at Terowie, South Australia, after the unsuccessful defence of the Philippines. 
�  1990 – British-born serial killer John Wayne Glover is arrested for the murders of six 

elderly women on Sydney's North Shore. 
�  2003 – Two-thousand Australian troops participate in the 2003 invasion of Iraq. 
March 21 
�  1918 – The Australian Corps commences fighting to stop the German 

offensive Operation Michael, the German advance near Amiens. 
�  1931 – The ANA aircraft Southern Cloud, carrying eight persons, disappears on a flight 

between Sydney and Melbourne. The wreckage is not located until 1958. 
�  1975 – Malcolm Fraser replaces Billy Snedden as leader of the Liberal Party of Australia. 
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March 22 
 1942 – Japanese aircraft bomb Katherine, this was the only air raid against Katherine, 

one man was killed. 
March 23 
�  1887 – 81 miners are killed during a coal gas explosion at Bulli, New South Wales. 
�  1911 – The steamer SS Yongala sinks in a cyclone off the coast of Townsville, Queensland 

killing 122 people. 
�  1922 – An act is passed in the Queensland parliament abolishing the Legislative Council 

of Queensland; Queensland is the only Australian state with a unicameral parliament. 
March 24 
�  1990 – Bob Hawke-led Australian Labor Party returned to power at federal election. 
March 25 

�  1900 – The SS Glenelg is wrecked off the Victorian coast, resulting in 31 deaths. 
�  1935 – An unnamed cyclone strikes the northwest coast of Western Australia, killing 140 

people. 
�  1936 – Tasmania is connected to mainland Australia by telephone for the first time. 
March 26 
�  1984 – The $100 note was put into circulation,  
�   ���6 – The 2006 Commonwealth Games held in Melbourne close, Australia wins 84 

gold, 69 silver and 68 bronze medals, the most of any competing nation. 
March 27 
�  1914 – Eighteen people die in the shipwreck of the steamship Saint Paul at Cape 

Moreton, Queensland. 
�  1939 – The first Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation Wirraway training aircraft, takes to 

the air at Fishermans Bend, Victoria. 
�  1986 – The Russell Street Bombing in Melbourne claims the life of the first female police 

officer killed in the line of duty. 
March 28 
�  1885 – HMQS Gayundah arrives in Brisbane. The Captain refuses to relinquish his 

command and is removed by a boarding party of Queensland Police. 
�  1942 – The first shipload of 8398 American servicemen arrive in Sydney for action in 

the Pacific theater. 
March 29 
�  1901 – The first federal election of the Commonwealth of Australia 

elected members and senators to the first Parliament of Australia. 
March 30 

�  1932 – The Grey Street Bridge, later renamed the William Jolly Bridge, was opened 
in Brisbane. 

�  1985 – Sallyanne Atkinson was elected as Brisbane’s Lord Mayor, the first woman to hold 
the post and the first woman Lord Mayor in Australia. 

March 31 
�  1921 – The Australian Air Force is established, it officially becomes the Royal Australian 

Air Force in August. 
�  1928 – The first Australian Grand Prix motor race was held at Phillip Island. 
�  2002 – Janelle Patton becomes Norfolk Island's first murder victim in 150 years. 
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 Mechanics test results 

 A Gynecologist had become so fed up insurance and paperwork he was burned 

out He thought another career may suit him where his skills maybe beneficial,  

so decided to become a mechanic and enrolled at the local technical college,  

attended all classes,  & learned all he could 

 When the time for the practical exam approached,  the Gynecologist studdied  

for weeks, then on the day completing the exam with tremendous skills 

 The results came back & he was surprised to find he had received the score  

1 50 % he called the instructor saying "I am not ungrateful for such a great 

result”,  but is there an error in my grading 

 The instructor said,  "During the exam,  you took the engine apart perfectly,  

that was worth 50% of the total mark.  "You put the engine back together 

perfectly,  which is also worth 50% of the mark. " This equalled an A 

 After a pause,  the instructor added,  "I gave you an extra 50% because you 

did it through the muffler,  which I've never seen done in my entire 

mechanical career 

 The following questions were set in last year's examination  
These are  answers (by 16 year olds) 

Q. Name the four seasons   
A. Salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar 
Q. In a democratic society, how important are elections  
A. Very important. Sex can only happen when a male gets an election 
Q. What are steroids 
A. Things for keeping carpets still on the stairs (Pour a double, ther’s little hope) 
Q.. What happens to your body as you age 
A. When you get old, so do your bowels and you get intercontinental 
Q. What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty  
A. He says goodbye to his boyhood and looks forward to his adultery  (So true) 
Q. Name a major disease associated with cigarettes  
A. Premature death  
Q. What is artificial insemination  
A.. When the farmer does it to the bull instead of the cow 
Q. How can you delay milk turning sour  
A. Keep it in the cow  (Simple, but brilliant) 
Q. What is the fibula?  
A. A small lie 
Q. What does 'varicose' mean? 
A. Nearby 
Q. What is a terminal illness  
A. When you are sick at the airport.  (Irrefutable) 

WHY DO TEACHERS DRINK

Those answers seem acceptable to me I would give them a 

9/10

39





RECOMMENDED DR’S 
Good Dr’s are harder to find than a pot of gold at the end of a Rainbow.  We become 

a Number or $ sign to their practice, personal care or real interest is rarely experienced.
so If you know of any good medical practioners/specialist and would recommend them

then please share who they are with us.
 

SEND ME AN EMAIL WITH THEIR NAME AND LOCATION

Call(07) 3283-7001 for an appointment 

Suite 23, Peninsula Specialist Centre, 101 George St,  
Kippa-Ring, QLD 4021 

For  COPD, emphasema or respiratory issues, Dr Mowlem is one
of the best caring Drs specialising in this field around Redcliffe 
& Caboolture areas. There are many of us TPI guy’s enjoying a far
better quality of life due to her personal care. hospitalisation is 
available  at both Redcliffe or Caboolture private hospitals .

   BULK BILLED HOME 
BASED SLEEP STUDIES 

     LUNG  
 FUNCTION 
EQUIPMENT 

  IMPATIENT 
ADMISSIONS 

I can usually remember Monday to Thursday
So If you can remember Friday to Sunday 

Lets get together and party on 

“MEMORIES”
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THE BATHTUB TEST

At a visit with my Dr I asked him how

can you Drs tell if a person should be 

in a old peoples home

He said “we fill a bathtub & offer a

teaspoon, teacup & bucket to them 

asking them to empty the bathtub”

I see a normal person would use the

bucket its bigger than the other two

“No” A normal person would just pull

the plug out  Do you want a bed near

the window or the wall?



World’s eyes on Australia to see if we can resist China 

Clive Hamilton January 6, 2021 

Before the pandemic, Australia had been receiving a stream of visitors from Western civil 
services, intelligence agencies, universities and parliaments, all interested in one thing: what 
measures had Australia taken to protect its institutions from interference and infiltration by the 
Chinese state?  

Experts have been explaining what Australia has done and the circumstances that turned this 
country into the global leader pushing against the Chinese Communist Party’s interference. 

Two important factors persuaded the Turnbull government to introduce these and other 
policies. First, public alarm was rising following media reports about donations by CCP-linked 
people to political parties, centring on the Dastyari affair. Second, the evidence in a series of 
secret intelligence briefings describing the extent of Beijing’s campaign to win friends among 
Australia’s elites became overwhelming. 

Responses have included outlawing foreign interference, banning Huawei from the 5G network, 
excluding Chinese investors from buying up critical infrastructure and working behind the scenes 
to shake institutions such as universities out of cash-induced complacency. 

Today, Australia has become a model for other nations concerned about China’s influence. Some 
have introduced foreign interference legislation mirroring Australia’s. 

During the past nine months, Beijing has subjected Australia to an escalating program of 
punishment, mainly by the use of economic coercion but also by a diplomatic freeze backed by a 
barrage of insults and threats emanating from the highest levels of the party in Beijing. 

The Canberra embassy issued 14 demands we must satisfy if we wanted China to back off, 
including abolishing our foreign interference law, allowing Huawei into our 5G network, 
permitting unrestricted Chinese investment and limiting media criticism of the regime. 

The trigger event for Beijing was Foreign Minister Marise Payne’s call in April for an independent 
inquiry into the origins of the coronavirus. 

But the retribution follows growing annoyance in the CCP, reaching up to general secretary Xi 
Jinping, that China’s attempts to break our resistance to its domination are failing. For Beijing, and 
for democracy, the geopolitical stakes could hardly be higher. 

If Australia stands strong and refuses to be intimidated, sticks to its position and takes the pain 
then Beijing must realise sooner or later that its campaign won’t succeed and grudgingly will 
resume normal relations with Australia. 

That outcome would send a powerful message to the rest of the world: it’s possible for medium-
sized nations to maintain their independence in the face of severe pressure from Beijing. A 
decisive blow would be dealt to Beijing’s goal of gaining global supremacy, if not by its United 
Front strategy of co-opting elites, then by economic blackmail. 

On the other hand, if Australia’s resolve weakens under pressure and we give way to Beijing’s 
demands then it would represent a stunning victory for the CCP’s tactic of bullying and economic 
retribution. 42



I went to the Drs

with fluid on my

Knee. he said you

are not Aiming

Straight

The message to the rest of the world would be shattering. In the corridors of power, those 
urging resistance to the CCP would be told: “Australia tried but was forced to back down. China 
is too powerful. Only the US can resist and who knows for how long.” 

This would pave the way for China to rapidly become the dominant power in the world from 
where the CCP would spread its malign influence. 

Party documents are unequivocal: the CCP is hostile to free speech, a free media, religious 
freedom, independent courts and civil society. 

So the stance being taken by the government in Canberra has world historical significance. 

The vital question is: who in this unequal contest will win? 

The Morrison government has made it very clear that Australia’s principles are not negotiable. 
But Beijing believes that if it imposes enough economic pain on Australians then we will be forced 
to trade our principles for higher growth. 

The crucial factor in this fight is Australian public opinion. Communist Party bosses tend to 
believe that winning over powerful elites is enough. In pursuing that tactic they have been very 
successful. There are powerful voices in Australia urging the government to capitulate to Beijing’s 
pressure. 

Certain former prime ministers, premiers, mining magnates, vice-chancellors, strategic analysts 
and Sinologists are all telling the government to appease Beijing. And some of the leaders of the 
industries being squeezed by China’s trade bans have become, in effect, mouthpieces for Beijing, 
calling on the government to “fix the relationship”, as if it’s all our fault. This is exactly what 
Beijing planned. 

But in democracies political parties want to win elections above all else. Most Australians have 
been woken from their slumber and now see China as a serious threat to the democratic 
practices that for too long they had taken for granted. 

With an election due at the end of this year or early next, the public must therefore watch both 
sides of politics closely for any signs of wavering. If our leaders go weak at the knees then the 
rest of the world is imperilled. 

Clive Hamilton is a professor at Charles Sturt University in Canberra and co-author with 
Mareike Ohlberg of Hidden Hand: Exposing How the Chinese Communist Party is 
Reshaping the World (Hardie Grant). 

 A Qld politician was visiting a remote little rural town in outback Queensland 
and asked the locals what the State government could do for them. 

 "We have two big needs,” said the towns 
people.“First, we have a hospital but no doctor.” 

 The politician whipped out his cellphone, spoke 
for a while and then said, “I have sorted that out.  

 A doctor will arrive here 
 tomorrow. 
 What is your other need?” 

 The town’s people replied,  
 “We haven’t got any mobile phone 
reception in our town”  43



CALENDAR OF 2021 ACTIVITIES 

March	5th			7.30pm	Musical	“Good	Morning	Vietnam”	Redcliffe	ENT	CentreMarch	5th			7.30pm	Musical	“Good	Morning	Vietnam”	Redcliffe	ENT	Centre
March	25th		Ladies	Morn	Tea	-	Sea	Salt	&	Vine	(let	Faye	Know	if	attendingMarch	25th		Ladies	Morn	Tea	-	Sea	Salt	&	Vine	(let	Faye	Know	if	attending

March	1st			Possibly	resume	meetings	subject	to	premises	availability	
March		5th			Sossage	sizzle	while	Covit	on-off	restrictions	exist
March	5th			7.30pm	Musical	“Good	Morning	Vietnam”	Redcliffe	ENT	Centre
March	25th		Ladies	Morn	Tea	-	Sea	Salt	&	Vine	(let	Faye	Know	if	attending
April		5th		General	Meeting	(if	Covit	restrictions	and	location	available)
April			8/9th		Golf	trip	away	to	Nanango	
April		9th		BBQ	at	Jamieson	Park		Scarborough
April		20-27th		Trip	to	Norfolk	Island	for	participating	members
April	25th		ANZAC	DAY
May		3rd		General	Meeting
May		7th		BBQ	Sizzle	at	Jamieson	Park	Scarborough
May	
June
July			Xmas	in	July	at	“Secrets	on	the	Lake	Restuarant”	at	Montville

	
Picnic	at	Bullocky’s	Rest	at	Lake	Kurwongba			Date		TBA

Please	make	sure	you	put	your	name	down	on	the	sheets	that	are	going	
around	or	Text	Beryl	Neil	letting	her	know	your	interested.

PLEASE	DON’T	PUT	YOUR	NAME	DOWN	IF	YOU	ARE	NOT	A	DEFINATE	
STARTER,		WE	ARE	MADE	TO	PAY	FOR	LATE	CANCELLATIONS	OR	NO	SHOWS	

		PADDY	IS	ACCEPTING	MEMBERS		DUES	FOR	2021	NOW	AS	THEY	ARE	DUE	&	OVERDUE
SO	WHY	NOT	GET	THEM	OUT	OF	THE	WAY	

FULL	TPI	MEMBERSHIP	IS	$30		WITH		ASSOCIATES	FEES	AT	$20		OR	$50	A	COUPLE

NOW DUE
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MEETINGS	ARE	NOW	BACK	ON
Due	to	the	dreaded	COVIT-19	goings	on	we	had	no	access	toDue	to	the	dreaded	COVIT-19	goings	on	we	had	no	access	to
our	usual	meetings	venue	at	the	Bridge	Clubour	usual	meetings	venue	at	the	Bridge	Club
Phil	&	Michael		have	negotiated	with	a	new	venue	that	isPhil	&	Michael		have	negotiated	with	a	new	venue	that	is
large	enough		to	accomodate	our	regular	attendee	numberslarge	enough		to	accomodate	our	regular	attendee	numbers
So	make	note!	the	1st	Monday	each	month	meetings	are	onSo	make	note!	the	1st	Monday	each	month	meetings	are	on

Location:			The	Deception	Bay	ClubLocation:			The	Deception	Bay	Club
																							Cnr	Bailey	Rd	and	Bayview	Terrace																							Cnr	Bailey	Rd	and	Bayview	Terrace

Due	to	the	dreaded	COVIT-19	goings	on	we	had	no	access	to
our	usual	meetings	venue	at	the	Bridge	Club
Phil	&	Michael		have	negotiated	with	a	new	venue	that	is
large	enough		to	accomodate	our	regular	attendee	numbers
So	make	note!	the	1st	Monday	each	month	meetings	are	on

Location:			The	Deception	Bay	Club
																							Cnr	Bailey	Rd	and	Bayview	Terrace


