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Disclaimer: The contents of this newsletter are not necessarily the 
views of the Redcliffe TPI Sub-Branch, the Editor or the 

TPI Association unless otherwise clearly stated. 

Anyone	�inding	the		humour	or	jokes	within	not	as	they’re	meant	“Just	Jokes”	
Please	try	reading		the	humor	with	your	Eyes	Tightly	Closed	It	de�inately	helps
Nothing	within	is	intended	to	be	racist,	discriminatory	or	offensive	to	anyone. 2

Monthly BBQ/Picnics are on the Fridays following the first Monday
 of each month & held at Jamieson Park Scarborough BYO CHAIR

The AGM Meeting during Corona will precede our BBQ’s at 10.30am 
6th November 2020 at Jamieson Park, Scarborough 
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THE EDITORS PAGE
RAE
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I recived these few words put together by an unknown author and 

on reading it I felt it says what the majority of Proud Australians 

believe and think today. We’re not racist, discriminatory. or prejudiced 

we are basic Aussies who invite you into our country offering you our

sanctuary and good fortune. 

WE ARE TIRED OF YOUR WHINGEING, WHINING AND CONSTANT CRYING 

OUT SUGGESTIONS OF PREJUDICE, DISCRIMINATION, RACEISM, GENDER 

OR OTHERWISE GET  OVER IT & MOVE ON WITH YOUR LIFE, STOP BLAMING

EVERYONE ELSE FOR YOUR OWN FAILINGS AND SHORTCOMINGS.
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 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
 First of all, hello from the Committee, and we hope you are all going OK while we 
are enduring this COVID-continuum.  So far, we have been lucky here in 
Queensland in that we have been able to enjoy a less restrictive lifestyle that some 
of our southern compatriots, although it seems to be getting better down there. 
 
 For me, one of the more recent Facebook posts says it all.  A photo of one of our 
Redcliffe TPI Family at a recent league game drew a question from down south 
“How the @!$# do you get to go to the footy”.  The response was brilliant - “because 
we live in Queensland”…Touché. 
 
 In the meantime, we have been trying for a meeting venue, but have been 
snookered due to COVID restrictions on indoor events.  I have summarised an email 
we received from the our usual meeting venue (Redcliffe Bridge Club) here: 

 
 The Club recommenced Bridge sessions on four days per week from July 
20

th 
and this has been successful, if a little demanding.  The cleaning 

regime ensures that it is cleaned prior to its next use. 
 
 For social distancing reasons, our tables are four times the size of a 
normal table and the tables are placed to maintain social distancing.  Our 
clubroom is of such size that we are limited to a maximum of 50 members 
in the room. 
 
 Our Management Committee has therefore decided to advise you that, for 
the foreseeable future, it will not be possible for your organisation to use 
the clubroom.  This decision will be reviewed when Queensland 
Government Covid-19 regulations are eased significantly. 

 
 I think their situation is totally understandable.  Hopefully we will be able to resume 
meetings in the club room soon. 
 
 Now let’s get started with some good news.  Unfortunately, I couldn’t be there, but I 
understand that lunch at the Pilpel restaurant went well.  George will have more info 
in this Commscord, but from this photo I can see that everyone enjoyed themselves.   
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 I know we all want to get together again, and the newly updated COVID restrictions 
allow us to do that in some situations.  We may not be having general meetings for a 
while; however, our social calendar for the remainder of this year is taking shape.  
So, I am going to stick my neck out and hopefully predict the future by outlining what 
is planned for our Redcliffe TPI Family for the rest of the year. Coming up we have: 
 
�  Races Day - Sunshine Coast Turf Club (25 October); 
�  Lunch - Belvedere Hotel Woody Point (18 November); 

�  Christmas Party – Redcliffe Dolphins Club (5 December); and 
�  Sausage Sizzles - FSB Jamieson (9 October, 6 November, 11 December). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 On 25 October we are off on our annual trip to the Caloundra races.  As usual, 
Beryl has done a lot of groundwork (thanks Beryl) and the details are as follows: 
 
�  The Sunshine Coast Turf Club (SCTC) have a COVID-Safe Plan and we will 

need to observe their requirements including those for food and beverages. 
 
�  Beryl has already emailed our member list asking for names.  Numbers are 

required for entry passes and names are needed to satisfy the requirements of 
the SCTC COVID Safe Plan. 
 

�  We will not hire a bus this year, so it will be a drive yourself to and from the races 
event – some of you may want to ride-share. 
 

�  As usual we will be paying for your entry passes – so you will not have to pay for 
entry.  Please be at the entry gate by 1145 hrs to collect your pass. 

 
�  We are not allowed to take our own food/nibbles as we have done in the past; 

however, the committee has decided to give $20 to each financial member who 
goes to the races with us as a contribution to food and beverages. 

 
We are planning on having a lunch at the Belvedere Hotel Woody 
Point on 18 November.  We will meet there at 11.45.  Please  let 
Beryl know by the November sausage sizzle if you would like to 
attend.  Beryl will need names and numbers to make the booking. 
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 OK, now I have a few more dates you need to mark in your 
diary, including two special social events in December.  All 
the good info on the December events will be provided in 
either my November or my December report but here is a 
heads up on what we have organised so far. 

 
 We are planning on a Christmas party at the Redcliffe Dolphins Leagues Club on 5 
December (if COVID restrictions allow).  We will let you know more as we work 
towards finalising this event. 
 
 On 11 December, we will have either a Christmas picnic or sizzle at FSB Jamieson.  
Usually, we have a Christmas “picnic”; however, even though we always take the 
utmost care with food, we may still be operating under a COVID-Safe Plan.  If so, it 
may well be that we will instead have to settle on another sausage sizzle. 
 
 But, as with all our social events, it is the people who are important - the food 
and beverages simply provide us with an excuse to get together.   
 

 In the meantime, and unless we have to revert to more stringent 
COVID restrictions, we will commence having sausage sizzles at FSB 
Jamieson.  I have listed the dates on the second page of my report. 
 
 So that we can legally have a sausage sizzle, we need a COVID-Safe 
Plan, which we have prepared.  Our plan sets out how we will ensure 

that our sausage sizzles are compliant with a COVID-safe environment. 
 
 We will all need to adhere to our plan.  I know this will be painful reading, but you 
need to be assured that we are taking all possible precautions to protect you.  Our 
plan is quite comprehensive, but I will just briefly outline the main points here: 
 
�  To help with contact tracing (should the need later occur), we encourage you to 

download and activate the COVID-Safe app. 
 

�  To also assist with contact tracing, I will have a nominal roll of members and on 
arrival you will have your temperature checked and recorded (note that I will not 
be using a water pistol).  If your temperature is above 37.5C you will be given the 
opportunity to have a further test up to 15 minutes following the first test.  No 
person who is unwell or who has COVID-like symptoms will be allowed to attend. 

 
�  The advance party will undertake appropriate cleaning and sanitising. 

 
�  Physical distancing will also be observed when you get food, snacks or drinks. 
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�  We will need to use cough etiquette, and hand hygiene.  Hand sanitiser 

dispensers will be provided at food and beverage stations. 
 

�  We are having a sausage sizzle and will use the same system as our last sizzle – 
ie. have the least possible number of people handle food.  You will receive a 
finished product - no person will touch the food except those consuming it. 

 
�  The same will apply to beverages.  For example, at the tea and coffee station 

everything will be single use; disposable sachets of tea, coffee and sugar; 
disposable, tea/coffee cups, and disposable spoons. 

 
 Just remember, we all want to get together and enjoy each other’s company again, 
and your committee is doing our best to protect you when we do get together. 
 

 And now that our social events have been outlined, I turn to a more 
mundane but important event.  Our AGM usually takes place in 
November concurrently with our November General Meeting.  
However, we do not have a COVID-safe indoors venue available 
for the number of members that usually attend our AGM. 

 
 Once again, this is in the lap of the gods, but we intend holding our AGM at our 
Sizzle on 6 November, commencing 1030hrs.  It will be a rather short AGM, but the 
agenda will contain all the required and important items. 
 
 Note that Secretary Mick has arranged for everyone to receive a notice of the 
election of positions on the committee, along with a nomination form for all positions.   
There will be more information on the AGM in my next report. 

 
 You will recall that early in this COVID continuum your committee 
decided to pay TPI State Office the 2020 capitation fee for all 
members.  This meant that everyone in our Redcliffe TPI Family 
retained continuity of membership of TPI Queensland. 
 
 Since then most have paid their 2020 membership fee, but there 

are still some who are outstanding.  We understand that COVID restrictions have 
reduced the number of opportunities for you to see Paddy. 
 
 However, we now have a full book of social occasions (opportunities) for you to 
meet Paddy and pay your fees.   
 
 Please note that we do not intend doing the same thing in 2021 (pay capitation fees 
in anticipation of continuing membership). 
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 Norfolk Island – here we come!  Beryl has been busy organising 
a group tour of our members to Norfolk Island in April next year 
(incorporating ANZAC Day on the Island).  Beryl has previously 
sent information to everyone on our contact list, and details for 

the trip are being finalised as I type this report. 
 
 Already there is a large contingent going, and details have to be finalised very soon.  
Although the event is not until April next year, time is fast running out to join in.  If 
you are interested and haven’t told Beryl, you need to contact her ASAP on 0420 
696 249. 
 

 As you know, our annual golf pilgrimage to 
Tenterfield (NSW) was cancelled (there was no 
guarantee that the group could return over the 
border and avoid quarantine). 
 
 A possible alternative golf excursion to 
Toowoomba did not eventuate due COVID 
restrictions.  But due to good organising skills by 
Dave and an offer from Allan, there was a golf 
day at Wantima (Allan Wardle’s home course).      

From all reports the boys had a good but slightly windy day out.  George has a 
report and some forensic photos in this Commscord. 

 
 One thing Col Harmer did after his most recent trip with 
Garry and TPI Ted was to give me some good oil on a 
veteran’s retreat called Columboola Country.  Col 
recommends the place if anyone is headed that way. 
 

 From what I understand, Columboola 

Country is a good location to get away 

from the hustle and bustle of the city.  It 

is a four-hour drive west of Brisbane, 

just off the main Warrego Highway 

between Chinchilla and Miles, and two 

hours north of Goondiwindi. 

 

 Apparently Columboola Country is not 

your usual regimented caravan park.  They have plenty of space and distance 

between all cabins, cottages and sites.  They promote back to nature and a bush 

camping experience in 265 acres with unpowered sites from “completely remote” to 

being within the main camping area with all the modern amenities.  You can look it 

up on line here: www.columboolacountry.com.au 
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 Col is not standing still and is on the move again.  He has headed for north 
Queensland and Ted has gone with him.  Col sent some photos through from 
Townsville, and I have posted them on Ted’s Facebook page.  I have also put a 
couple in here for those not on Facebook.  Not sure which one is the Cowboys fan? 
 

 



12

 
 I have received the following message from our State President. 
 
 Malaya and Borneo Veterans 
Many of our members served during the Malaya and Borneo conflicts with 
some then serving in Vietnam.  Their contribution was remembered on 31 

August and is significant as one of Australia's longest conflicts.  Lest We Forget. 
 
 VP Day Commemoration 
 I had the honour to lay a wreath on behalf of the Association at the Anzac Square 
Cenotaph to commemorate VP Day.  Ten WW 2 veterans were present along with 
other dignitaries including the Governor and Premier.  Sadly, we are of the belief the 
Association recently lost its last WW2 member Charles John Rice.  This generation 
gave so much and asked for little in return. Lest We Forget 
 
 DVA 
 During my near 10 years on the State Executive I have never experienced a time 
when Qld DVA has been so inert.  Very little consultation has occurred with local 
ESOs and perhaps it is because a large number of DVA staff are working from 
home?  I have had issues with the Veteran Home Assist Program and will be raising 
my concerns at the Federation AGM.  I am also bitterly disappointed that DVA will 
no longer write to SRDP recipients to highlight available ESOs.  Many of our newer 
members joined our Association, due to these DVA mail outs, and are now aware of 
entit lements that would have otherwise been unclaimed.  The only reason I have 
heard for the discontinuation of the mail outs is that some ESOs were not privy to 
the mail outs and complained - so DVA, in their infinite wisdom, ceased the initiative! 
   
 State Office (SMC) Vacancy 
 The State Secretary is going to be absent receiving medical treatment.  State Office 
has a vacancy for an Assistant Secretary who would be invaluable during times 
like this.  If a member who lives in the Brisbane area has the time and skills to 
volunteer please contact me president@qldtpi.org.au  or discuss coming on the 
State Office Team.  SMC is made up of volunteers, who put in their own time to 
support members and if volunteers don't come forward, State Office cannot operate.   
As I have stated before there is a lot to learn in running an ESO and unless we 
succession plan the operation of the Association will be jeopardised. 
 
 Possible New Social Centres 
 Caboolture: If any members who live in the general Caboolture/Kilcoy area are 
interested in forming a Social Centre please email Darryl Schipp.  Darryl has kindly 
offered Remembrance House as a possible venue for a renewed Caboolture Social 
Centre.  At least 10 members are required for a Centre.  Social centres can offer 
camaraderie and welfare support as well as social activities and can nominate 2 
delegates to our State AGM.  Fraser Coast: Any member in the 
Maryborough/Hervey Bay area who would like to be a contact for a possible new 
centre please let me know.  There are a number of members in this growing area. 
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 Welfare/Concessions 
 Remember we have State Welfare Officers (Ken and Peter) who can be contacted 
by Email welfare@qldtpi.org.au who can assist in organising respite accommodation 
etc. Also, any questions on concessions or DVA entitlements then contact our State 
Concessions Officer, Ron Marsh; 
 concessionsofficer@qldtpi.org.au 
 
 AVCAT 
 Applications are now open for AVCAT scholarships here is the link: Scholarships  
Our Association sponsors two of these scholarships preferably for dependants of 
our financial members.  The selection and administration of the scheme is the 
responsibility of AVCAT.  Inquire with AVCAT if you have any questions. 
 
 War Widows 
 Our collaboration with War Widows is proving mutually beneficial. Remember 
Associate Membership is available to partners or members, which qualifies the 
member for a range of support services including social and lifestyle support.  Active 
service is not a prerequisite for membership as general Defence service is 
accepted.  Remembering also that when a TPI passes on their partner is eligible for 
the War Widows pension and can benefit from having a dedicated organisation 
looking after their interests.  Here is the link War Widows 
 
 Membership Fees 
 Our fees are the lowest in the Federation and now is the time to think about paying 
dues.  It is possible to pay up to 5 years in advance.  If you're unsure on your 
membership status, please contact Beryl at State Office or your Social Centre 
Secretary.  If you know of any TPIs please ensure they are aware of our 
Association. 
 
 Keep Well 
 
 Chris Richards 
 State President 
 
 Recall that I mentioned in my previous report that the Victorian Branch had seceded 
from the TPI National Federation.  Please note that I (Phil) have deleted from the 
above memo a reference to the status of the Victorian Branch because Chris’ 
comments in that memo are now dated.  I have had a discussion with Chris, and he 
has explained to me that there has been further activity, specifically on the 
interaction between Federation and our Queensland State Branch.  This topic will be 
discussed at our upcoming State AGM.  However, before then I will discuss this 
issue with our committee members and send something to you to explain what is 
happening.  In the meantime, you can rest assured that whatever happens our 
Redcliffe TPI Family (Redcliffe Sub-Branch) will operate as we normally do.  
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 I have received the following message from DVA (via State Office). 
 
 DVA is changing their contact number 
DVA's new number 1800 VETERAN (1800 838 372) will become DVA's 
primary access number for veterans and their families.  This change 

includes improvements to the DVA telephone channel to make it easier for veterans 
and their families to speak to the right person at the first point of contact. 
 
 Some other numbers will remain for specific needs, including the transport bookings 
and ex-service Organisation lines.  Phone numbers for other non-DVA services will 
stay the same.  For example, the current phone numbers for Open Arms and the 
Veterans' Review Board, will stay the same. 
 
 National Commissioner for Defence and Veteran Suicide Prevention - 
consultation process 
 The Commonwealth Attorney-General's Department will lead the public consultation 
process, including targeted engagement with key DVA stakeholders such as 
ESORT; the Council for Women and Families United by Defence Service; the 
Younger Veterans -- Contemporary Needs Forum; and the Operational Working 
Party. 
 
 Any other stakeholders seeking to make a submission on the legislation can do so 
on the AGD website: 
https://www.ag.gov.au/about-us/consultations/national-commissioner-defence-and-
veteran-suicide-prevention-public-consultation-bills 
 
 Open Arms services 
 The eligibility chart for Open Arms services is no longer on their website and has 
been superseded by a format which separately describes services each cohort is 
eligible for. The current webpage https://www.openarms.gov.au/who-we-help details 
the services available.   
  
 Veterans Health Week 
 Veterans’ Health Week (VHW) 2020 will run from 24 October to 1 November with 
the theme of Social Connection. Events can be held in the week before or in the 
three weeks after these dates. The funding application form, guidelines and other 
information can now be found on the DVA website: www.dva.gov.au/vhw. 
 
 Social Connection is one of the most important contributors to a person’s emotional, 
mental and physical wellbeing, and is even more important this year as we face 
barriers to the types of connection that we’ve always relied on.  
 
 With restrictions imposed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all organisations are 
asked to consider the advice from Queensland Health about what restrictions apply 
for people getting together. DVA will not be able to support activit ies this year that 
require people to gather in close proximity. 
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 For those who have been involved in Veterans’ Health Week in previous years, 
please note that we have simplif ied the acquittal process for 2020 based on your 
feedback, so check out www.dva.gov.au/vhw for the new streamlined acquittal 
statement. 
 
 I have seen this question posed in a number of places (how many triangles?).  I 
have included the answer here so you will get it right every time. 
 

 
 
 
 With the social events we have planned, it is very important that you let Beryl know 
ASAP of your intention to attend.  As you would be aware, all venues, especially 
those serving food and beverages, must have a COVID-Safe Plan, so numbers and 
names are crucial to us having hassle-free social events. 
 
 Remember that we are not yet meeting regularly, so if you know of someone who 
could do with some assistance and we can help, please contact someone on the 
committee.  We can’t do everything but will try to help where and when we can. 
 
 And remember, it’s not what you have in your life, 
but who you have in your life that counts. 
 
 Take care, 

 Phil 



Your Committee Wishes all members a Corana 
Free health report

PLEASE IF EVERYONE PRACTICES THEIR SOCIAL
 DISTANCING IT WILL BE FOR THE ABSOLUTE 

GOOD OF YOUR OWN HEALTH
 

Social distancing may restricts our usual contact 

Interactions but there are many other ways we can

help our members in need. if we know

Q STORE OPEN FOR SALES &ORDERS
BILL IS OPEN FOR   BUSINESS SO WHY NOT SEE WHAT ,

TERRIFIC ITEMS ARE ON SALE LIKE:  SHIRTS , 
JACKETS, HATS, MEMORABELIA & LOTS OF GIFT ITEMS.

            Phone  3886 6049 Email boody7@bigpond.com

Deliveries &/or pick up can be arranged to mutual agreement

SICK
PARADE

Have	you	checked	with	Paddy	that	he	has	a	record	of	your	payment
for	2020	or		if	you	were	one	of	the	members	the	club	paid	your
State	TPI	subsidies	for	due	to	Corona	and	cancelled	meetings.

		ALSO	PLEASE	CHECK	WITH	PADDY	THAT	THE	CONTACT	DETAILS	WE	HAVE
FOR	YOU	HAVE	NOT	CHANGED.	MAYBE	YOU	HAVE	MOVED	RESIDENCE,	GONE	

TO	NBN,		CHANGED	YOUR	EMAIL	OR	OTHER	REASONS.

There	are	still	around	25	members	we	have	a	notation	that	they	are	unpaid
at	this	stage.		We	appreciate	that	the	Coronaz	Viris	has	had	a	role	in	
members	forgetting	due	to	meetings	stopped	however	while	the
Sub-Branch	paid	the	subs	we	need	to	get	paid	by	the	member

PLEASE	DOUBLE	CHECK	WITH	PADDY	
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? ?

Please	inform	us	if	anyone	is	unwellPlease	inform	us	if	anyone	is	unwellPlease	inform	us	if	anyone	is	unwell



 

 DśĂŉ Ç╜ŕ ś   

 

 My inconsiderate and uncaring husband started to belittle 
me about how clumsy I was, and generally started becoming 
a pain in the neck. One thing led to another and somehow I 
ended up with his blood on my new white blouse!  

 I grabbed my bottle of Tide with bleach alternative, and to 
my surprise and satisfactio I am writing to say what an 
excellent product you have! 

 I've used it all of my married life, as my Mum always told me it was the best. Now that I am 
in my fifties I find it even better!  
 In fact, about a month ago, I spilled some red wine on my new white blouse.  
n, all of the stains came out!  
 In fact, the stains came out so well the detectives who came by yesterday told me that the 

DNA tests on my blouse were negative and then my lawyer called and said that I was no 
longer considered a suspect in the disappearance of my husband.  
 What a relief! Going through menopause is bad enough without being a murder suspect! I 
thank you, once again, for having a great product.  
 Well, gotta go, have to write to the Hefty bag people.  
 

Cens
ored

The	Ladies	Funnybones
A	satisfaction	letter	to	the	manufacturer	by	appreciative	Lady

16
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MEET YOUR SUB BRANCH MEMBERMEET YOUR SUB BRANCH MEMBERMEET YOUR SUB BRANCH MEMBER

Peter John Newman

 (Pedro) 

 Born on Wednesday 21 June 1944 to Leonard and Irene May Newman. And was 
an Official WW2 arrival (a small 9lb bundle of explosive Pure Pom). A odd reality 
is that on Pedro’s Birth Certificate, it has an official notation on the back 

recording he was issued with a gas mask at birth (was this due to Flatulance from 
those English Kippers or War Threat related Gas Risks, both were Potent). 

SS “NEW AUSTRALIA”

 Arriving in Australia within days of his Eighth 
Birthday. With quite an amazing history having 
in those short 8 years lived in Birmingham UK, 

Durban South Africa and even quarantined on 
Prison Island off the coast of Zanzibar. Along the 

travels spending 6 months in hospital with 
Typhoid Fever at the age of 3. Pedro & family 
travelled to Australia in style Emigrant Class on 

the SS “New Australia”.  On arrival in Australia they first 
settled in Wollongong before the 
family moved to Queensland. Living 
in and around the South Western 
Suburbs of SE Qld. Our Pedro was 
quite a bright lad and was one of 
the first students to complete a 
Scholarship at Leichhardt State 
School and was named Dux of the 
year in 1958 (it’s rumor the only 
other pupil was truant at the time)  

Durban 1948

Prison Island 1948

 How appropriate to note that Pedro was born in the 
“Year of The Monkey.” He thinks this identifies him as 
intelligent, well liked by all and likely to succeed in 

whatever he chooses. (us ejadacataded guys all know 
that Monkeys just go around scratching their Behinds 

all day long eating Bananas). We also learned that 
Pedro received 6 of the best for “dumb insolence” at 
one time. Maybe it follows why he joined the RAAF 
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 Like most lads when old enough it was to take on Part time tasks and jobs while at 
School  that included: Queensland Times paper run over Denmark Hill and West 
Ipswich before school, Walking greyhounds for Dogman Jimmy Ah Wah, a 

Projectionist at Avon Theatre, & even Droving cattle. (Cattle Rustler more like it) 

 Pedro commenced working in 1959 as Linotype Mechanic at Queensland Times, 

then a Clerk at Zupps Motors and Gadsden Paper Sacks. It was around  this time 
he returned to England on the SS Fairsea searching for his misplaced Gas mask 
but he only stayed for 6 months realizing it was a mistake going back to the old 

Dart because Australia had so much more on offer to a young smart Guy. 

 On returning in 1962 He embarked on a new career at Brisbane Special Hospital 

(now known as The Park Centre for Mental Health.) and within a few years 
qualified as a Registered “Psyco” Nurse. Most significant & enlightening was 
meeting The lovely Nurse Jean.  

 In 1967 with itchy feet he joined the RAAF as a Radio Technician enjoying Two 

swan postings to RAAF Butterworth Malaysia during his tenure with the RAAF 

 First was 1969-1972 with 75 Sqn followed by 
the second with 3 Sqn 1977-1979. The lifestyle in 
Butterworth was magnificent for the family 

with both sons and Jean remembering it fondly 
along with curfews which meant you were shot 

if found on the streets after curfew. Recently 
Pedro’s grown Sons Phillip was also posted 
there and Andrew flew in there regularly. 

 Other RAAF postings not as memorable as 
Butterworth were in South Australia, New 

South Wales and Victoria and a short posting to 
Amberley. In all Pedro Served for 21+ years 
therafter retired. The Butterworth Days

Like Father Like Son

Butterworth Guys
A Seniors MomentA Seniors Moment

Turning 70Turning 70

A Seniors Moment

Turning 70



 During his retirement Pedro has been quite active where he taught at U3A 
Redcliffe, a Volunteer Tax Return Officer, Editor of the Commscord Redcliffe 
TPI, Vice President Redcliffe RSL & Still Fixes / teaches Computer Programs etc. 

for the fee of coffee and scones so if you need help just call PC fixer Pedro 

 Another joy both Pedro and Jean enjoy is travelling they have been on many 

overseas holidays and just enjoy these trips (which Covit has now Buggered up) as 
well as the mates at Redcliffe TPI on the day trips gatherings enjoying the happy 
mood within the sub branch membership.  

 Most recently they moved in and settled in a Over Fifties Independent Life Style 
Village and enjoying the change with less work and more freedom time.. 

CAN YOU FIND PETER JOHN NEWMAN (PEDRO) AMONG THIS 75SQN PHOTOCAN YOU FIND PETER JOHN NEWMAN (PEDRO) AMONG THIS 75SQN PHOTOCAN YOU FIND PETER JOHN NEWMAN (PEDRO) AMONG THIS 75SQN PHOTO

 Thank You Peter John Newman for your service to Country 

& for your most valued friendship with all at the Redcliffe TPI 

From	the	SECRETARY’S	DESK

Michael K

Sorry	but	I	checked	and	you	guy’s	do	not	have	Sorry	but	I	checked	and	you	guy’s	do	not	have	
suf�icient	Security	clearance	for	me	to	tell	you	suf�icient	Security	clearance	for	me	to	tell	you	
what’s	Happening	so	I	left	it	to	the	Junior	ranks	what’s	Happening	so	I	left	it	to	the	Junior	ranks	
to	inform	you.	Otherwise	I	has	Nuf�ing	to	Reportto	inform	you.	Otherwise	I	has	Nuf�ing	to	Report

Sorry	but	I	checked	and	you	guy’s	do	not	have	
suf�icient	Security	clearance	for	me	to	tell	you	
what’s	Happening	so	I	left	it	to	the	Junior	ranks	
to	inform	you.	Otherwise	I	has	Nuf�ing	to	Report
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 ARMY STRUCTURE 
 The Australian Army at a glance  

 
 A RAAF Ex Ex Ex-Mate once told me he didn’t understand the Army military system.  Dumb 
Baggage Handler, I said to myself, then I explained, “The system is really simple.”  
  
 You see, all people in the Army are soldiers, all privates are soldiers, but not all soldiers are 
privates.  Some are officers who are commissioned, but some are officers who are not 
commissioned.  Obviously if every private was called private it would be confusing, so some 
privates are called things like trooper, driver, gunner, craftsman, sapper or signaller.  Not all of the 
drivers actually drive because some of them cook, but we don’t call them cooks, for that matter, not 
all drivers are called drivers – some of them are privates or gunners. Gunners as I’m sure you know 
are the blokes that fire guns, unless of course they are drivers or signallers in which case we call 
them gunners rather than drivers or signallers just to make it clearer.  All gunners belong to the 
artillery, except that in the infantry we have gunners who are called privates because they fire a 
different sort of gun, for the same reason we call our drivers and signallers private as well.  
  
 A Lance Corporal is called Corporal, unless he is a Lance Bombardier then we call him Bombardier 
to distinguish him from a full Bombardier, who is just like a Corporal.   All other ranks are called by 
their rank for the sake of simplicity except that Staff Sergeants are called Staff, but they are not on 
the staff, some Warrant Officers, who are not officers, are called Sergeant Major although they are 
not Sergeants or Majors.   Some Warrant Officers are called Mister which is the same thing that we 
call some officers but they are not Warrant Officers.  A Lieutenant is also called Mister because 
they are subalterns, but we always write their rank as Lieutenant or Second Lieutenant, and second 
comes before first.  
  
 When we talk about groups of soldiers there obviously has to be clear distinction.  We call them 
Officers and Soldiers although we know that officers are soldiers too, sometimes we talk about 
officers and other ranks which is the same as calling them soldiers.  I guess it is easiest when we 
talk about rank and file which is all the troops on parade except the officers and some of the NCOs 
- - and a few of the privates – and the term is used whether everyone is on parade or not.  
  
 A large unit is called a battalion, unless it is a regiment but sometimes a regiment is much bigger 
than a battalion and then it has nothing to do with the other sort of regiment.  Sub units are called 
companies unless they are squadrons or troops or batteries for that matter.  That is not radio 
batteries and don’t confuse this type of troop with the type who are soldiers but not officers.  
  
 Mostly the Army is divided into Corps as well as units, not the sort of Corps which is a couple of 
divisions but the sort which tells you straight away what trade each man performs, whether he is a 
tradesmen or not.  The Infantry Corps has all the infantrymen for example and the Artillery Corps 
has all the gunners. Both these Corps also have signallers and drivers except those who are in the 
Signals or Transport Corps.  In fact the Signals Corps is not a service at all because it is an Arm.  
Arms do all the fighting, although Signals don’t have to fight too much, rather like the Engineers 
who are also an Arm but they don’t fight too much either  
  
 So you see, it’s really quite simple whereas in the RAAF you are a Baggage Handler,or a Fly Boy. 
Then In the Navy its an Able Seaman Stoker or Deck Swabber but those services maintain their 
KISS systems for the brighter intake recruits.  



SELECTED PORTALS OF 
THE MONTH OCTOBER OVER THE YEARS 

October 1 

�  1918 – Australian troops capture Damascus. 

�  1925 – Greater Brisbane was inaugurated as a single municipal authority 
under Brisbane City Council. 

�  2005 – The 2005 Bali bombings take place, killing 23 people (including the three 
suicide bombers) and injuring 129. Four of the dead and 19 of the injured are 
Australian. 

October 3 

�  1950 – Pitting Australian and British forces against communist China, the First 
Battle of Maryang San in the Korean War begins 

�  1952 – The first British nuclear test is conducted at Montebello Islands, Western 
Australia, at the invitation of the Menzies government. 

October 6 

�  1911 – Compulsory voting is introduced. 
�  1978 – Rock and roll singer Johnny O'Keefe dies. Aussie King of Rock 

October 7 

�  1798 – George Bass and Matthew Flinders leave Sydney to explore Van Diemen's 
Land. 

�  1830 – The "Black Line" campaign of the Black War begins in an attempt to capture 
all Tasmanian Aborigines. The campaign lasts seven weeks and only succeeds in 
bringing two Aborigines to the authorities. 

October 8 

�  1908 – The capital of Australia was chosen, settling a feud between 
rivals Melbourne and Sydney. 

�  1931 – Death of Sir John Monash, Australian military commander of the First World 
War, in Melbourne aged 66. 

�  2003 – Frederik, Crown Prince of Denmark's engagement to Australian lawyer Mary 
Donaldson is announced. 

�  2004 – Schapelle Corby is apprehended by police in Indonesia carrying 4.1 kg of 
cannabis. 

October 10 

�  1835 – Governor Bourke implemented the doctrine of terra nullius by proclaiming 
that Indigenous Australians could not sell or assign land, nor could an individual 
person acquire it, other than through distribution by the Crown. 23



 1915 – Twenty-six men left Gilgandra, New South Wales on the "Cooee March"; the 
first of the World War I Snowball marches. At each town on the route they shouted 
"cooee" to attract recruits; the march arrived in Sydney on 12 November with 263 
recruits 

�  1923 – Telephone link between Sydney and Brisbane officially opened. 

�  1924 – Commonwealth Electoral Act was enacted making voting in federal elections 
compulsory. 

October 12 

�  1846 – Bushranger Lawrence Kavenagh is executed by hanging. 
�  1912 – A fire at Mount Lyell traps miners underground, killing 42 men. 
�  1923 – Cairns, Queensland is proclaimed a city. 
�  2002 – Eighty-eight Australians are killed in Bali in bombings committed by Jemaah 

Islamiyah. 

October 13 

�  1933 – Australia's first traffic lights are installed in Sydney. 

October 14 

�  1935 – The Hornibrook Bridge opens, connecting Brisbane and Redcliffe, the 
2.8 km bridge is one of the longest timber and girder bridges in Australia. 

�  1959 – Death of Errol Flynn, flamboyant film actor, in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
aged 50. He shares coffin space with six bottles of whiskey, a parting gift from his 
drinking buddies. 

October 15 

�  1953 – The first of two nuclear tests in Operation Totem was conducted 
at Woomera, South Australia. 

�  1970 – A portion of the West Gate Bridge in Melbourne collapses, killing 35. 

October 16 

�  1975 – The Balibo Five, a group of Australian television journalists based in the 
town of Balibo in the then Portuguese Timor (now East Timor), are killed 
by Indonesian troops. 

October 17 

�  1900 – Natural gas is found at Roma in Queensland. 
�  1917 – The two halves of the Trans-Australian Railway meet. 

October 18 

�  1790 – HMS Supply returns from Batavia with more supplies for the colony. 
�  1869 – The Lithgow Zig Zag Railway was opened. 
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October 19 

�  1812 – Indefatigable, the first direct convict transport from Britain to Tasmania 
arrives in Hobart. 

�  1979 – The Australian Federal Police is established. 
�  1991 – The perjury trial of former Queensland Premier Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen ends 

in a hung jury. Prosecutors decide against a retrial on the basis of Joh's advancing 
age & divided public opinion. 

�  2001 – SIEV-X, an Indonesian fishing boat en route to Christmas Island, carrying 
over 400 asylum seekers, sank in international waters with the loss of 353 people. 

October 20 

�  1973 – The Sydney Opera House is opened by Queen Elizabeth II. 
�  1987 – The Black Monday stockmarket crash causing the All Ordinaries Index to fall 

25%, the single biggest one day drop in the market's history. 
�  1989 – The Grafton bus crash occurs, with 21 people killed and 22 injured when a 

tourist bus collides with a semi-trailer on the Pacific Highway near Grafton. 

October 21 

�  1944 – The heavy cruiser HMAS Australia is rammed by a Japanese aircraft while 
operating in the Philippines, in what is claimed to be the first kamikaze attack. 

October 22 

�  1894 – Martha Needle is hanged in Melbourne Gaol for the poisoning of her 
husband, and three children, in an attempt to obtain money from insurance policies. 

October 23 

�  1937 – The ACTU calls on the government to boycott trade with Japan, following 
the Japanese invasion of China. 

�  1942 – The Battle of El Alamein, in Egypt, began with a massive artillery 
bombardment preceding attacks by British and Australian divisions. 

October 24 

19?? – Dianne  Denier Dragon was born in Oakleigh Victoria 

October 25 

�  1938 – Kyeema air disaster kills 18 in Mount Dandenong, Victoria. 
�  1990 – Nelson Mandela visits the Parliament of Victoria, eight-and-a-half months 

after his release from prison in South Africa. 
�  2004 – A car bomb explodes near the Australian embassy in Baghdad, killing 

several Iraqi civilians and injuring thee Australian soldiers 



October 26 

 1958 – The wreckage of the Australian National Airways Avro 618 Ten Southern 
Cloud is found after 27 years missing. 

�  1964 – Eric Edgar Cooke hanged, last person in Western Australia to be executed. 
�  1985 – The Mutitjulu people of central Australia were given freehold title 

to Uluru and the surrounding National Park. 

October 27 

�  1953 – Brit ish nuclear test Totem 2 is detonated at Emu Field, South Australia. 
�  1980 – The Great Barrier Reef is listed as a World Heritage Site. 
�  2002 – Terrorist group Jemaah Islamiah (JI) is banned by the Attorney-General 

October 27 

�  1834 – The Battle of Pinjarra occurs in the Swan River Colony in present-
day Pinjarra, Western Australia. Between 14–40 Aborigines are killed by British 
colonists. 

�  1916 – The first plebiscite on the issue of military conscription was held; it was 
defeated. 

�  1971 – The Brit ish satellite Prospero X-3 was launched into space from Woomera, 
South Australia, making Britain the seventh country with a satellite. 

October 29 

�  1914 – The War Precautions Act 1914, which gave the Government of 
Australia special powers for the duration of World War I and for six months 
afterwards, was passed by the Parliament of Australia. 

�  1982 – Lindy Chamberlain is sentenced to life imprisonment for the murder of her 
baby daughter Azaria; husband Michael Chamberlain is charged as an accessory. 

October 30 

�  1942 – Australian 9th Division reaches sea in Battle of El Alamein. 
�  1988 – Expo '88 draws to a close after running for six months. 

The	Treasury	Report
My	report	will	be	tabled	at	the	meeting	in	the
usual	format	with	my	explanations	&	comments

Let	me	say	we	are	in	a	sound	position	with	our
healthy	�inancial	status.

																																					Paddy	(Scrooge	McDuck)	Neil

		Paddy		Mc	Scrooge	
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In	the	Comms	Timeline	Part		I	printed	that	the	KIWI	Artillary	Battery		were	at	Bien	Hoa	&	provided	
173	Airborn	their	Artilliery	support.	One	of	our		member	Gunners,	Drop	Shorts,	9	Mile	Snipers		has
corrected	the	Fake	News	&	I	unreservedly	apologise	for	any	incorrect	references	but	I	please	ask	to	
not	to	shoot	the	Messanger	,	the	article	was	taken	as	written	within	the “Military history of Australia 
during the Vietnam War” - From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
		

A	bit	of	Nostalgia

Can	you	recall	these	two	items.	RAAF-ys	may	recall	the	Fancy	paper	coasters	sipping	
their	Gin	&	Tonics	whereas	the		tough	ARMY	and	nifty	NAVY	lads	didn’t	require	them	
their	ice	cold	Beer	or	Bundy	&	Cokes	were	never	put	down	long	enough	to	need	a	coaster.

What	about	the	envelope	I	can	recall	a	letter	a	day	was	sent	back	home	to	either	the	
Family	and	the	love	of	my	life.
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26	members	ventured	out	for	a	
great	lunch	subsidised	by	the	
Sub-Branch	at	the	lovely	PilPel	
restuarant	(the	old	Coles	Bldg)
enjoying	a	terri�ic	lunch	great	
service	with	�ine	cusine	from	the
middle	East.	It	was	hoped	that	
William	would	perform	a	classy
Belly	Dance	on	the	Table.

He	didn’t	oblige	(Stage	Fright)
but	it	may	have	looked	a	lot
like	this	insert	.	(nice	ruby	Bill)

 I dialled a number and got the following 
 recording:  

 "I am not available right now, but  
 Thank you for caring enough to call.    
 I am making some changes in my life.    
 Please leave a message after the    
 Beep. If I do not return your call,    
 You are one of the changes."  
 

 What's the difference between stress,  
tension and panic?  
 Stress is when your wife is pregnant,  
 Tension is when girlfriend is pregnant,  
and Panic is when both are pregnant 

Making	Changes Difference	between

	BILL	AND	TEAM	AT	LUNCH	PILPEL	RESTUARANT



The	Gifted	Talents	of	Beryl’s	Baking	Skills

Three	of	the	members	had	LEO	birthdays	during	August
and	it	was	a	good	reason	to	get	out	&	celebrate	the
three	Birthdays	so	off	to	Northlakes	Sports	Club	it	was.

On	the	day	Beryl	brought	in	her	work	of	Art	to	make	it
a	special	memory	she	had	baked	and	hand	made	the
decorations	depicting	each	of	the	Birthday	members
individuality.
The	“Dragon”		for	George	
“Elmo”	the	cute	white	Dog,	Gloria’s	pet	&	family	member
&	“The	Camel	Train	around	the	cake”	for	Bill

Thanks	Beryl	for	making	the	day	that	more	special	what	a	Talent	you	have.
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 YOU HAVE TO LOVE A  GOOD NURSE 

A policeman was  rushed to the hospital with an inflamed appendix.. The doctors  

operated and advised him that all was well, however, the policeman kept  feeling  

something pulling at the hairs in his crotch.Worried that it  might be a second surgery 

and the doctors hadn't told him about it, he finally  got enough energy to pull his 

hospital gown up enough so he could look at what  was making him so 

uncomfortable.Taped  firmly across  his pubic hair and private parts were three wide 

strips of adhesive tape, the  kind that doesn't come off easily --- if at all.Written on 

the tape  in large black letters was the sentence,"Get well soon,  from the nurse in the 

Ford Focus you  gave a speeding ticket to last  week." 

Kind of brings  tears to your eyes doesn't it? 

You	don’t	
remember		me	do	you	of�icer
You	gave	me	a	speeding	ticket	
last	week	for	5ks	over	the	limit.
Yeah	I	was	running	late	for	work
in	the	surgery	ward	when	you

delayed	me	even	more
You	Will	now	!!.
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DATE CLAIMERS FOR UPCOMING EVENTSDATE CLAIMERS FOR UPCOMING EVENTSDATE CLAIMERS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS

OCTOBER	25TH	SUNSHINE	COAST	RACE	DAY	OUT
ENTRY	AND	LUNCH	SUBSIDY	BY	SUB-BRANCH

ARRANGE	OWN	TRANSPORT	AND	MEET	AT	11:30
AT	THE	ENTRY	POINT

NOVEMBER	6TH	AT	J
AMIESEN	PARK	10:30	START
PRECEDING	THE	BBQ/PICNIC

2020	AGM

18TH	November	11:45	MEET	FOR	LUNCH18TH	November	11:45	MEET	FOR	LUNCH
BELVEDERE	HOTEL	WOODY	POINTBELVEDERE	HOTEL	WOODY	POINT
lUNCH	SUBSIDY	BY	SUB	BRANCHlUNCH	SUBSIDY	BY	SUB	BRANCH

18TH	November	11:45	MEET	FOR	LUNCH
BELVEDERE	HOTEL	WOODY	POINT
lUNCH	SUBSIDY	BY	SUB	BRANCH

Saturday	5th	December	Xmas	PartySaturday	5th	December	Xmas	Party
DOLPHINS	LEAGUES	CLUBDOLPHINS	LEAGUES	CLUB
More	info	will	be	providedMore	info	will	be	provided

Saturday	5th	December	Xmas	Party
DOLPHINS	LEAGUES	CLUB
More	info	will	be	provided

Year	End	Xmas	break	up	BBQ/PicnicYear	End	Xmas	break	up	BBQ/PicnicYear	End	Xmas	break	up	BBQ/Picnic
at	Jamieson	Park	Scarboroughat	Jamieson	Park	Scarboroughat	Jamieson	Park	Scarborough

11	December	2020	11	December	2020	11	December	2020	



GOLFERS	GROUP

DAVE	RICKMAN		
Phone	

0458	883	108
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 If you would be interested in joining in on these  

Golf activity days please give Dave Rickman a call  

to register  your interest or if you want more  

info on what the set up & go is 

G,Day all, 

On a very windy Friday morning this month 7 of us 

more intrepid TPI golfers played at Alan Wardles 

home course of Wantima as we were not able to 

travel to Tenterfield for our usual trip away. 

 

The scores reflected the windy conditions but a 

great day was had. Here are a couple of photos of a 

couple of our group showing off their form also a 

group photo…and you can see why they say only a 

mother could love them. 

Call	Him	RUSTY	
Swings	like	a	rusty	gate

Nickname	“Classy”
in	need	of	many	classes

	to	�ix	his	swing

The	7	Dwarfs	so	where	is	Snow	White	&	The	7	Dwarfs	so	where	is	Snow	White	&	
can	you	name	all	the	Dwarfscan	you	name	all	the	Dwarfs

The	7	Dwarfs	so	where	is	Snow	White	&	
can	you	name	all	the	Dwarfs
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A	bit	of	Trivia	of	old	sayings	&	their	origins

 During WWII , U.S. airplanes were armed with belts of 
bullets which they would shoot during dogfights and on 

strafing runs. These belts were folded into the wing 
compartments that fed their machine guns. These belts 
measure 27 feet and contained hundreds of rounds of 
bullets. Often times, the pilots would return from their 

missions having expended all of their bullets on various 
targets. 

 They would say, “ I gave them the whole nine yards,” 
meaning they used up all of their ammunition. 

  Early aircraft's throttles had a ball on the end of it, in order to go full throttle the pilot 
had to push the throttle all the way forward into the wall of the instrument panel.  

Hence "balls to the wall" for going very fast. And now you know, the rest of the story. 

*************************************************************

*************************************************************

*************************************************************

 As incredible as it sounds, men and women took baths only twice a year (May and 
October). Women kept their hair covered, while men shaved their heads (because of 
lice and bugs) and wore wigs. Wealthy men could afford good wigs made from wool. 
They couldn't wash the wigs, so to clean them they would carve out a loaf of bread, put 
the wig in the shell, and bake it for 30 minutes. The heat would make the wig big and 
fluffy, hence the term 'big wig'. Today we often use the term 'here comes the Big Wig' 
because someone appears to be or is powerful and wealthy. 
 

Our	own	Big	Wig	look	alikes	who	do	you	reckon	they	resemble

  In George Washington's days, there were no cameras. One's image was either 
sculpted or painted. Some paintings of George Washington showed him standing 
behind a desk with one arm behind his back while others showed both legs and both 
arms. 
Prices charged by painters were not based on how many people were to be painted, 
but by how many limbs were to be painted. Arms and legs are 'limbs,' therefore 
painting them would cost the buyer more. Hence the expression, 'Okay, but it'll cost 
you an arm and a leg.' (Artists know hands and arms are more difficult to paint.) 
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Norfolk	Island	2021	

Have	you	booked	in	for	the	weeks	R	&	R	being	organised	for		the	week	around
ANZAC	DAY	2021.
The	dates:			20	-	27	April	2021
Location:					Staying	at	the	Governors	Resort
Cost:														$2000	per	person		twin	share	with	great	facilities	&	Activities	included
																									Includes	-	one	bedroom	executive	unit,	one	car	hire	per	room,	
																									four	Dinners,	one	lunch,	a	Gun	Fire	Breaky	for	vets,	and	various	
																									Tours/Activities	included	with	free	times	etc	to	do	your	own	thing
Extras	Available	at	your	own	cost	are	Golf,	Lawn	Bowls	and	other	tours	etc

												CONTACT	BERYL	TO	GET	MORE	INFO	OR	TO	GET	ON	THE	LIST

 I mowed the lawn today, and after doing so 
I sat down and had a cold beer.  The day 
was really quite beautiful, and the drink 
facilitated some deep thinking.  
 My wife walked by and asked me what I 

was doing, and I said, "Nothing." 
 She then said, "That's what you did 

yesterday!" 
 I replied, "I WASN'T DONE , SO I'M IN 
THE MIDDLE OF FINISHING RIGHT 
NOW." 

 The reason I said "nothing" instead of 
saying "just thinking" is because she then 
would have asked, "About what?"  At that 
point I would have had to explain that men 
are deep thinkers about various topics, 

which would lead to other questions.        

 Finally I pondered an age old question:  "Is giving birth more painful than 
getting hit in the Goolies by a cricket ball?"  Women always maintain that 
giving birth is way more painful than a guy getting hit in the Goolies by a 
cricket ball, but how could they know?        
  

 Well, after another beer, and some more heavy deductive thinking, I have 
come up with an answer to that question.  Getting hit in the Goolies is more 
painful than having a baby, and even though I obviously couldn't really know, 
here is the reason for my conclusion. A year or so after giving birth, a woman 
will often say, "Gee It would be nice to have another baby."       
  

 On the other hand, you’ll never hear a guy say, "You know, I think I would like 
another whack in the Goolies."       
 
 I rest my case and it’s time for another beer, and then maybe a nap.  
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The	Current	Navy	Fleet	of	Ships
A short series covering our Nifty Navy fleet of ships
over the next few editions 

The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) fleet is made up of 46 commissioned warships as of 
May 2020. 

The main strength is the eight frigates and three destroyers of the surface combatant 
force: eight Anzac class frigates and three Hobart class destroyers. Six Collins-
class boats make up the submarine service, although due to the maintenance cycle not 
all submarines are active at any time. The issues have now been fixed and five 
submarines are available for service. Amphibious warfare assets include 
two Canberra-class landing helicopter dock ships and the landing ship HMAS Choules. 
Thirteen Armidale-class patrol boats perform coastal and economic exclusion 
zone patrols, and four Huon-class vessels are used for minehunting and clearance 
(another two are commissioned but in reserve since October 2011). Replenishment at 
sea is provided by the Sirius, while the two Leeuwin-class and four Paluma-
class vessels perform survey and charting duties. 

In addition to the commissioned warships, the RAN operates the sail training 
ship Young Endeavour and two Cape-class patrol boats acquired from the Australian 
Border Force. Other auxiliaries and small craft are not operated by the RAN, but 
by DMS Maritime, who are contracted to provide support services.[1] 

The lion's share of the RAN fleet is divided between Fleet Base East (HMAS Kuttabul, 

in Sydney) and Fleet Base West (HMAS Stirling, near Perth). Mine warfare assets are 

located at HMAS Waterhen (also in Sydney), while HMAS Cairns in Cairns 

and HMAS Coonawarra in Darwin host the navy's patrol and survey vessels.  

Submarines    Collins class 

Australia operates a single class of diesel-

electric submarines, the six Collins-

class boats which began entering service 

in 1993. The Collins was designed by the 

Swedish submarine builder Kockums as 

the Type 471 specifically to meet 

Australian requirements, many of which 

were derived from Australia's need for 

great range without utilizing a nuclear 

propulsion system. The ships themselves 

were built in Australia by the Australian 

Submarine Corporation in Adelaide, South 

Australia. The submarines are classified 

by the RAN as guided missile submarines 

(SSG), but are often referred to as hunter-

killer submarines (SSK) in the international 

press. 



Amphibious warfare 

Canberra class  

 While these vessels represented a major increase in capability for the RAN, they have 

found themselves mired in numerous technical and operational problems. Meanwhile, 

the RAN has struggled to sufficiently crew their submarine fleet, with at times no more 

than two qualified crews available.[2] The twelve-boat strong Future Submarine 

Program (SEA 1000) was initiated to replace the existing six Collins-class boats. 

The Shortfin Barracuda, the conventional-powered variant of the French Barracuda-

class submarine, proposed by French shipbuilder DCNS, was chosen by the Australian 

government as the design for the new boats.[3] 

Ĭ ÒŖÑ Ĩ ÑǾŅŎǾÖ MŌŃÑ ĖǾÖMÖ ÑŌP Î POÑǾ ŅÑMPÞǾÑŒ 

GÒŒŐÕMŃÑÖÑŌPÈ 

3051 t surfaced 

3353 t submerged 

 

Length: 77.4 metres 

(254 ft) 

 

Complement: 58 

Submerged speed: 

21 knots (39 km/h; 24 mph) 

 

Surfaced speed: 

10.5 knots (19.4 km/h; 

12.1 mph) 

 

Surfaced range: 

11,000 nautical miles 

(20,000 km; 13,000 mi) 

 

Submerged range: 

480 nautical miles (890 km; 

550 mi) 

6 × 21-inch (530 mm) torpedo 

tubes, firing: 

Mark 48 Mod 7 

CBASS torpedoes, 

UGM-84C Sub-Harpoon anti-

ship missiles, or 

Stonefish Mark III mines 

Sonars: 

Scylla, SHORT-TAS 

 

Radar: 

Type 1007 

 

Periscope: 

CK043, CH093 

 

 The Canberra class are landing helicopter 
ŕ ◘ľ ╫ ships based on the design of Spanish 
ship Juan Carlos I. The hull of each ship 
was built by the designer, Navantia, then 
was transported to Australia by heavy lift 
ship for internal fitout and installation of the 
superstructure by BAE Systems Australia.  

Designed to transport and land an amphibious force of up to 1,600 soldiers by landing 

craft and helicopter, the Canberras are the largest ships ever operated by the RAN. 

Lead ship HMAS Canberra was commissioned into the RAN in late 2014. The second 

ship of the class, Adelaide, was commissioned at the end of 2015. 35



 Choules 

Size Performance Armament Other features 

Displacement: 

27,500 t full load 

 
Length: 

230.82 metres 

(757.3 ft) 

 

Complement: 

358 personnel 

(293 RAN, 62 

Army, 3 RAAF) 

1,046–1,600 

troops 

Maximum speed: 

Over 20 knots (37 km/h; 

23 mph) 

 

Range: 

9,000 nautical miles 

(17,000 km; 10,000 mi) 

4 × Rafael Typhoon 25 mm 

6 × 12.7 mm machine guns 

Aviation: 

6-spot helicopter 

deck 

8 × helicopters 

(standard load) 

 

Boats carried: 

4 × LLC in well 

deck 

 

Vehicle deck: 

Up to 110 

vehicles 

 

Name Pennant number Commissioned Homeport Notes 

Canberra L02 28 November 2014 Fleet Base East RAN Flagship[4] 

Adelaide L01 4 December 2015 Fleet Base East 

 
 

Ç╙ś Bay-class landing ship 

ŕ ◘ľ ╫ HMAS Choules was acquired by the 

RAN in 2011. The ship was originally built 

by Swan Hunter for the British Royal Fleet 

Auxiliary, and entered British service in 2006 

as RFA Largs Bay. She was made 

redundant in the 2011 Strategic Defence and 

Security Review and sold to 

Australia. Choules represents a major 

increase in sealift capability for the RAN, 

particularly after mechanical issues in 2010 

and 2011 forced the early retirement of the 

navy's two Kanimbla-class vessels, and 

put HMAS Tobruk in dock for an extensive 

refit. 36



Size Performanc e Armament  Other features 

Displacement: 

16,190 t full load 

 

Length:  

176.6 metres 

(579 ft) 

 

Complement: 

158 personnel 

356–700 troops 

M aximum speed: 

18 knots (33 km/h; 21 mph) 

 

Range: 

8,000 nautical miles 

(15,000 km; 9,200 mi) 

Unarmed A viat ion:  

Helicopter deck,  

no permanent 

hangar; 

temporary 

hangar can be 

fitted 

 

Boats carried:  

1 × LCU, 1 × L CM-

8, or 2 × LCVP in 

well deck 

2 

× Mexeflotes on 

flanks 

 

Vehicle deck:  

32 tanks or 150 

trucks 

Name 
Pennant 

number 

Commissioned Homeport  Notes 

Choules  

L100  
13 December 

2011  

Fleet Base 

East  

In  Royal Fleet  Auxiliary service 

2006–2011 

 

The	NAVY’s	new
secret	weapon
A	highly	trained

Underwater	Sniffer
Dog																																																																																																				

You missed
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REMINDER

Last chance to get on the 
Caloundra Races Day Out

Sunday 25 October Sunday 25 October Sunday 25 October 

Entry Free, Cash for LunchEntry Free, Cash for LunchEntry Free, Cash for Lunch
See	Beryl	today	if	you	want	to	go

Back the Fillies & Mares,frontline winners

out-running the Old Colts behind them

NAVY
   3

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 

April 2021     A trip to Norfolk with members showing 
lots of interest Deposits Must be Paid by end October
See Beryl for more details & Register before it fills up.

OCT
25th				Caloundra	Race	Day	Corbold	Park	11:30	meet	at	entry	gate
NOV
6th							AGM	preceding	the	Monthlyt	BBQ/Picnic	10:30	start	then	lunch
18th				Lunch	out	at	Belvedere	Hotel	Woody	Point	a	subsidised	event
DEC
5th						Xmas	fun	nightr	party	at	Dolphins	Ldeagues	Club	book	early
11th				Xmas	Sizzle/Picnic	at	Jamieson	Park	last	event	this	year	as	we	close
														down	until	February	2021


