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Please	try	reading		the	Jokes	with	your	Eyes	Closed	It	generally	helps
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Cheers  from the Editor 4

As	2019	came	to	a	close	I	had	time	to	re�lect	on	the	year	just	passed	the	decade
just	passed	and	the	start	of	a	new	year	and	decade	commencing	yes,	here	we	are	in	
2020	how	time	seems	to	�ly	by	so	fast	its	scary	how	fast	it	goes	by.	January	ius	gone

My	thoughts	went	out	to	my	beautiful	wife	(and	all	the	TPI	members	wives	and
partners	out	there)	who	have	been	there	for	us	as		24/7	as	paretners,	carer’s,
mates.	Who	have	stuck	by	us	through	our	mood	swings,	health	issues	we	have,	and
the	dependancy	we	place	on	these	beautiful	people.

We	rightfully	praise	the	heroic	efforts	of	the	�ire	�ighters		most	recently	for	their
efforts	in	�ighting	the	devastation	of	property	and	life	they	do	a	duty	for	the	
community	unsel�ishly	and	place	themselves	in	harms	way	to	do	so,	but	like	all
threats	they	are	seasonal	and	the	�ires	stop,	�loods	recede,	earthquakes	pass	and	so
life	goes	on.

For	our	partners	there	appears	no	such	respite	for	seasonal	care	because	I	know		
that	I	am	a	24/7/365		dependant	on	the	unsel�ish	care,	love,	compassion	and	true	
tolerance	my	dear	wife	provides	or	puts	up	with	day	in	day	out.

To	Dianne	&	all	the	other	TPI	members	wives	&	partners	I	say	THANK-YOU	
for	all	that	you	have	done	and	continue	doing	for	us	&	for	putting	up	with	our	crap.	
We	may	not	openly	show	it	but	we	really	do	appreciate	you	&	you	Didi	are	my	Hero.	

Ok	start	of	a	new	decade	its	no	time	to	get	complacent	you	have	much	to	live	for
and	you	need	to	get	�itter	to	stay	healthier,		2020	is	here	so	lets	all	just	live	it	up	
and	give	our	kids	heaps	of	embarrasment	for	the	antics	we	get	up	to	this	year.

Beryl	has	a	few	beaut	plans	on	outings	&	get	togethers	for	this	year
as	does	the	committee	to	keep	us	interested	and	active	during
2020	so	no	excuses	get	up,	get	out	and	about		knowing	that
you	will	only	get	out	of	life	-	what	you	put	into	it.	
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
 

First, a  happy New Year to everyone 
from your Committee, and welcome 
to  TPI Redcliffe in 2020.  We hope to 
see you at our meetings, BBQs and 
social events –

 
as the saying goes -

  

“be there or be square!”
 

 

Now, before I press on, there were
 
two

 
especially sad 

moments
 

since my last report.  Phil Anders and Bill 
Edwards have

 

both passed away.

  

You would know that 
both of them were fighting

 

cancer

 

–

 

and both have now 
lost their battle.

  

Stand down your duty done, and we will 
miss you.

 
 

By the time you will read this, both funerals will have been held, with our 
Redcliffe TPI Family being represented at both funerals.  Phil’s 

 

was on 
7 January at Great Northern Garden of Remembrance Deception Bay 
and Bill’s was on 30 January at Gregson &

 

Weight, Eumundi-Noosa 
Road, Noosaville.

 
 

Meanwhile, when Paddy & Beryl were away late last

 

year, three committee members stepped up: George 
Dragon assumed

 

the role of Treasurer,

 

Bill Abboud 
organised

 

our November social outing, and

 

Faye 
Karolak organised

 

our Christmas functions.

  

Thank you, 
because everything went smoothly.  We are fortunate

 

to 
have a

 

capable and willing team.

 
 

If you were at our December meeting you would recall 
that I mentioned some veterans were reporting on 
Facebook, and our TPI Association was

 

also reporting 
that some Gold Cards had been issued without the 
additional embossing –

 

“TPI, EDA, or

 

War Widow”.

 
 

Well,

 

DVA have now stated that this has happened to 
about 450 veterans.  My understanding is that the 
relevant people have been contacted, and 

replacement cards are being issued.  However, just as a precaution, if 
you have had one of the new cards

 

issued recently, check and make 
sure it is suitably embossed.

  

If not, let me know.

  



Just a heads up for you.  We have organised guest speakers

 

for 
some meetings over the coming months.  Our intention is that 
they will commence their presentation at 0915 –

 

but we will see 
how this fits in with our meetings and your ability to be there

 
earlier than usual.  When we do have a presentation, please plan on 
arriving at the meetng in time to brew up and be settled by 0915.

 
 We will kick off the year with a presentation at our February meeting by 

on the Yeppoon

 

resport.  This one has been suggested by Beryl as a 
possible social event in 2020, and the outcome will depend on how you 
react.

  
Beryl will introduce the segment and explain how it might fit in 

with our social calendar,
 

 Our Christmas party was held at the Redcliffe Dolphins 
Club on Saturday 7 December.

  
In the words of Frankie 

Valli “Oh What a Night”.
  

We had fabulous food, 
marvellous music and convivial

 
company.

  
I don't have room to feature 

everybody, but here is some forensic evidence of a good time. 
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Our Christmas picnic went off

 

really

 

well also.  Thanks 
to everyone for contributing.

   
 

Again, just a few photos

 

from the event, including 
three

 

that highlight some of the real talent we have in

 

our Redcliffe TPI Family.

  

You really had to be there to appreciate the 
effort of these people.

 
 

 

.    
9



OK, here is a reminder that our annual fees are due.  
If you haven’t yet paid can I please request that you 
pay your 2020 fees as soon as you are able, and 
preferably direct to Paddy.

 
 

Recall that State Office has reduced state 
membership fees; however, along with a number of other sub-branches, 
we (Redcliffe Sub-Branch) have agreed to retain our existing annual fee 
structure ($30 for TPIs and $20 for Associates).  This enables us to 
provide better welfare support and subsidise free monthly BBQs and 
other social events for financial members of Redcliffe Sub-Branch.

 
 

If you pay or have paid direct to State Office, you need to pay the 
Redcliffe fee not the state fee.  If you pay the state fee to State Office, 
we will ask you for an additional payment to make your total fee equal to 
our Redcliffe fee.  Otherwise, you may be a financial member of TPI 
Queensland, but not a financial member of our Redcliffe Sub-Branch.

 
 

Finally, a word of caution.  When you sign and date legal 
documents

 

in 2020, it would normally be the practice of 
most to shorten “2020”

 

to “20”.

  

But not according to law 
enforcement, who are warning that this habit could put 

you at major risk of fraud.

 
 

The problem stems from the ease at

 

which the year “20”

 

can be 
changed to any date from the last two decades. 

 

For example,

 

04/01/20 
could easily be changed to 04/01/2017, giving scammers a chance to 
defraud you.

  

Another example: 3 March 2020 being written as 3/3/20 
could be modified to 3/3/2017 or 3/3/2008. 

 

So, protect yourself

 

-

 

do not 
abbreviate “2020”.

 
 In fact,

 

you could get into the habit

 

-

 

when signing and dating any 
document, do not use “20”

 

as the year 2020.
 

 And
 

remember,
 

common sense is not a 
gift, it is a punishment because you have 
to deal with people do don't have it.

 
 Take care,

 

 

Phil  
10



 What the GREENS, Albo & his Opposition Together 

with the useless newspaper reporters Don’t tell us 

about the great efforts our Defence services have 

and are doing in support to the Bush Fire areas 

 CAPTION: NSW Rural Fire Service Deputy Captain 

Bobby Boate briefs members of the Australian 

Army Reserve before their next support task in 

Jerangle, NSW. Photo by Lance Corporal Brodie 

Cross. Story by Brian Hartigan 

Nearly 7000 military personnel are now supporting the front lines of bushfire fighting efforts 
across Australia, mainly in the south-eastern states. 

The bushfire crisis continues to be the Australian Defence Force’s main effort – with more 
than a little help from some foreign friends. 

 More than 3500 full-time and 3000 reserve ADF personnel are providing direct support in the 
field, at sea, in the air and from Defence bases across fire-affected regions, with another 300+ 
personnel and some serious equipment from New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Singapore and 
Japan 

 CAPTION: A Royal Australian Air Force C-17A   
Globemaster approaches RAAF Base Richmond carrying 
fire retardant donated by the United States to assist with 
fighting bushfires. Photo by Corporal Dan Pinhorn. Story 
by Flight Lieutenant Jessica Aldred. 

Once the fuel arrives into isolated areas, it’s being used for generators to maintain power to the 
community until main power sources are restored. 

The Australian Army’s 9th Force Support Battalion has a team of 18 personnel manning a 

pop-up bulk-fuel installation on base to fill smaller bladders with diesel and unleaded petrol 

Defence	personell	have	been	Involved	in	�ire	ravaged	areas	since	Serptember
�irstly	the	Qld	�iress,	then	NSW,	Victoria	&	SA	as	they	got	obliterated.	The	ADF	No’s
escalated	but	the	Pollies	just	like	to	SH!T	stir	without	addressing	the	facts	

These a snippets of info taken out of the 
Contact magazine reporting responsibly 
on ADF issues

Whilst	we	havent	mentioned	thge	Navy	we	do	know	and	have	heard	of	their
terri�ic	efforts	utilising	their	ships	and	medical	facilities	providing	supplies
and	ferrying	people	to	safety.
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CAPTION: Part of an Australian Army fodder convoy 
from Cooma to help a local charity distribute donated 
hay to fire-affected farmers in southern NSW. Some of 
the hay was trucked from Western Australia. Photo by 
Sergeant Brett Sherriff. 

 Relief is on the way to fire affected farmers in 
southern New South Wales thanks to the Australian 
Defence Force and the South Coast Rural Relief 
charity hay convoy. 

 On 18 January, a convoy made up of Army vehicles, including next-generation heavy transport trucks loaded 
with feed, left Cooma bound for multiple locations across the State. 

 The ADF is providing transport and distribution support to the charity, founded by Cobargo farmer George 
Walters 

 CAPTION: Australian Army and Royal Australian  
Air Force personnel work together to load a diesel 
fuel bladder to for Mallacoota power station onto a  
RAAF C-27J Spartan at RAAF Base East Sale 
during Operation Bushfire Assist 19-20. Photo by 
Corporal Nicole Dorrett. Story by Flight Lieutenant 
Bel Scott. 

Tens of thousands of litres of fuel is being airlifted using Army CH-47 Chinooks and RAAF 
C27J Spartans from RAAF East Sale into fire-devastated communities across east Gippsland 
and north-eastern Victoria. 

Once the fuel arrives into isolated areas, it’s being used for generators to maintain power to the 
community until main power sources are restored. 

The Australian Army’s 9th Force Support Battalion has a team of 18 personnel manning a 

pop-up bulk-fuel installation on base to fill smaller bladders with diesel and unleaded petrol 

 Air support 

�  Two Australian and two Singaporean CH-47 Chinook helicopters are operating from 
RAAF Base East Sale to provide support to firefighting operations and humanitarian 
assistance to remote and isolated communities. 

�  Air traffic controllers are providing a flight information service at the Bairnsdale 
Airport to support local authorities to manage the high volume of air traffic at the 
airport. 

�  A P-8A Poseidon aircraft is regularly conducting reconnaissance flights over fire-affected 
areas, and the following aircraft are conducting support flights: a C-17A Globemaster 
from RAAF Base Amberley, two C-130J Hercules from RAAF Base Richmond 
and three C-27J Spartans from RAAF Base East Sale. 
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CAPTION: Lieutenant Matilda Connell and Corporal 

Trent Jones from the 3rd Combat Engineer Regiment 

conduct map reconnaissance with Deputy Incident 

Controller Emma Conway and Commander Mitch 

Simmons from the Country Fire Authority, to assess 

fire damage in Omeo, during Operation Bushfire 

Assist. Photo by Private Madhur Chitnis 

Health and pastoral support 

 Air Force is operating a medical facility at RAAF Base East Sale and providing pastoral 
care to support Joint Task Force operations. Each JTF is staffed with appropriately 
credentialed mental health professionals to provide proactive and reactive mental health 
support. 

UAS support 

�  A Small Unmanned Aerial System (Wasp) is based at RAAF Base East Sale to 
conduct reconnaissance operations in support of JTF 646. 

Mobility operations 

�  Engineering personnel and equipment have been made available to supplement state 
capabilities in clearing and reopening roads in fire-affected areas. Other tasks 
include removing debris from public areas and clearing firebreaks and fire trails. 

Damage assessments 

�  Support is being provided to Victorian authorities to undertake rapid damage 
assessments in regional Victoria. The ADF is enhancing the search and rescue 
assessment capacity with additional vehicles and drivers. 

New South Wales and Australian Capital Territory – Joint Task Force (JTF) 1110 

Daily highlights 
�  Army engineers are helping to plan the reconstruction of a damaged roof at Mogo Zoo 

on the NSW south coast. 
�  Army personnel are helping to clear vegetation around the Canberra Deep Space 

Communication Complex at Tidbinbilla and Tharwa Bridge. 
�  6.8km of the 70km Bondo State Forest firebreak has been completed. 
�  ADF teams continue to clear routes in Snow Valley and Monaro region. 
�  Potable water transport continues within Greater Hume Council and Snowy Valleys – 

providing 40,000L per day to the community. 
�  HMAS Choules is in Sydney to collect more provisions until 22 January. 

Ongoing activity 

�  ADF teams are helping to restore a Radio Station near Glenbogen (Bega Valley). 13



 Civil Military Cooperation personnel are working in Tumut, Taree, Nowra, Cooma, 
Bombala, Bega, Richmond and Canberra. 

�  Chaplains are now operating in Bega, Cobargo, Cooma, Eden, Singleton, Tumbarumba, 
Batlow and Kiah. 

�  Water resupply continues to areas of need. 
�  ADF teams continue to establish and support distribution centres in Batemans Bay, Lake 

Conjola, Milton, Shoalhaven and Cobargo. 
�  Consolidation of fodder and hay for the non-government organisation South Coast Rural 

Relief is ongoing. 
�  Route clearance tasks in the South West Slopes and Snowy Mountains region include: 

Tumbarumba Rd, Wondalga Rd, Goat Ridge Rd, Cabramurra and Elliott Way, the 
Alpine Way, and in the vicinity of Countegany and Imlay Rd. 

�  Support to the distribution of food aid and donated goods continues in Batemans Bay, 
Lake Conjola, Milton and Shoalhaven. 

�  JTF 1110 continues to support catering efforts, providing 1100 meals a day to civil and 
military personnel at the Bega Evacuation Centre.. 

�  Support continues around the Canberra and Tumut area with clearance, logistics, 
medium and heavy plant tasks and driver support to the Rural Fire Service. 

�  Primary health care team support is being provided in Tumbarumba, Bega, Braidwood, 
Bucketty and HMAS Albatross. 

�  Two Fleetliner fuel tankers around Holbrook are providing 120,000 litres per day to 
local communities. 

�  Accommodation and meals are being provided on HMAS Albatross. 

Air support 

�  MRH-90 Taipan, MH-60R Seahawk and EC-135 helicopters continue fire mapping, 
surveillance, and search and rescue operations supporting the NSW Wales Rural Fire 
Service throughout  the Hunter, Greater Sydney, Illawarra, ACT and southern regions. 

�  Four Australian Army MRH-90 helicopters and crew are providing support out of 
Luscombe Airfield at Holsworthy. 

Recovery operations 

The ADF is providing personnel and equipment to undertake initial recovery tasks as 

identified and assessed by the NSW Government, based on advice from specialist ADF  

�  advisers. These tasks are in Tamworth, Wollondilly, Nowra, Mudgee, Maitland and 
Ŏingecarribee. 

Health and pastoral support 

�  Army has established a medical facility at Holsworthy Barracks and is providing 
pastoral care to support JSF operations. 

Liaison 

�  Army support teams have been liaising with communities in Wagga Wagga, Tumut, 
Holbrook, Cooma, Jindabyne, Tumbarumba, Jingellic, Bega, Bermagui and Eden. 
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South Australia and Tasmania  – Joint Task Force (JTF) 1111 

Daily highlights 

Kangaroo Island: 

�  The JTF has helped establish the Parndana Relief Centre. Teams continue to purify and 
distribute water for the area. Three primary health care teams are providing support in 
Parndana. 

�  JTF 1111 continues to support SA Water, SA Health, State Emergency Service and 
Country Fire Service infrastructure. 

�  Teams are assisting with livestock burial and treatment, route and fencing clearance, 
clearing felled trees and providing support for SA Water and SA Power networks. 

�  Water purification at Kingscote has so far generated 2,398,000 litres of water. 
�  An Australian Army catering detachment is helping to feed of the influx of personnel 

conducting support tasks on the island. 

Adelaide area:  

�  Army personnel are assisting the Mt Barker Council with fire track clearance. 
�  Army personnel have arrived at Cleland Wildlife Park to aid in koala feeding and 

habitat establishment. 
�  Teams continue to engage with the Lobethal Recovery Centre, which is providing 

emergency relief and recover support to residents affected by bushfires in the Adelaide 
Hills and Cudlee Creek areas. 

�  Water and emergency fodder distribution will continue in the Adelaide Hills. 

Ongoing activity 

�  Water and emergency fodder distribution will continue in the Adelaide Hills. 
�  Teams are ready to support koala rescue at Warradale Barracks. 
�  The New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) Water Treatment Facility at Vivonne Bay is 

providing up to 12,000 litres of fresh water in cooperation with SA Water. NZDF 
engineers supported repair tasks in the area. 

�  ADF teams are assisting with repairs to farms and infrastructure, roadside maintenance, 
clearing fallen trees and transporting up to 20,000 litres of water for local farms and 
livestock in the Adelaide Hills. 

�  Army support teams are disposing of deceased livestock and wildlife on Kangaroo 
Island. The teams are also assisting with fire containment tasks, equipment provisions, 
road clearance and fence repairs, removing fallen trees and replacing roadside markers. 

�  ADF personnel are helping with property clean-up for residents near Cudlee Creek 
(around Adelaide). 

�  Army catering staff are assisting in the provision of meals for South Australia Country 
Fire Service personnel. 

15



 International assistance 
 The Government of Japan has provided two C-130 Hercules aircraft and associated 

personnel. The Japan Self-Defense Force aircraft are based at RAAF Base Richmond.  
The JSDF flew its first C-130 mission supporting operations on Kangaroo Island on 
January 19. The team delivered cargo and personnel in fire-affected areas such as 
Kingscote. The C-130 will move equipment between Kingscote and RAAF Edinburgh 
today. 

�  The Republic of Fiji’ has provided a platoon of around 50 engineers, who will work 
alongside ADF personnel operating out of East Gippsland. 

�  The New Zealand Defence Force and the Singapore Armed Forces are providing support 
through military assets and personnel. 

�  The Papua New Guinea Defence Force has provided 100 light engineers who are working 
with JTF 646 

SICK
PARADE

Wishing all in  hospital, recovering or not enjoyng good health a speedy 

recovery to better health & improved quality of life.

If we don’t know anyone’s in Hospital or they’re not travelling well healthwise 

our volunteer wellbeing people can’t get to see if they need assistance etc.

Also many of our members take great interest in fellow members wellbeing &

recovery they like to know when someone is down so they can help. Please if 

you know a member is not well let us know also let your family know how to 

contact us in cases we can help with.

*
*

*
Bill Abboud appears to be getting on top of his health issues and
is looking better. (Was it the Camel-Riding-?) 

Brian Smith is on the mend after a some treatment in Hosp 

Dick Kennedy is understood to have moved into daughters home
down the Gold Coast while recovering if anyone has a contact
number please let someone on the committee know so we can see
how he is getting along. 16



On the soles of his feet we would see Michael’s origin 

as they are stamped “Made in India”. because those 

Indians love to stamp anything originating out of their 

country. Born around 1947 in a Military Hospital in 

Poona India to parents Ken and Maud where Father 

Ken was a Red Coat Officer in the Indian Army and so it 

was Mike’s first 3 years were as a Blonde Hair little 

fella who was constantly in mischief due to a wild older 

brothers using Mike and his pram as tools of trade 

when raiding coconuts along the beach’ 

MEET YOUR SUB BRANCH MEMBERMEET YOUR SUB BRANCH MEMBERMEET YOUR SUB BRANCH MEMBERMEET YOUR SUB BRANCH MEMBER

Michael Kenneth Burnside

1968--1969

 But as the boys grew & could now spell their own names they moved up and out to 

Karachi, Pakistan where the lads attended Karachi Gramma until 1952 returning to 

Pommy Land. the “Burnside Boy’s” were notorious, and so it was the shipping company 

would only accept them in two trip batches (Mum Bill and Mike) then (Dad, Dave & Pete) 

Back in the UK Mike attended Frays College (a Private school nurturing az Toffey Nose 

Pom/Indian) around Middlesex where he joined the boys brigade playing Bugle in the 

band and playing soccer & cricketfor the school when he wasn’t playing Truant. 

1963 saw the family migrate to Aussie Land where Dad who had never grown anything 

was going to buy a Farm of some sorts Yep!! no problemo they sent Mikey off to Agri 

school for 3 months followed by a year at Gatton College WHAM farming solved and a 

Pineapple farm was bought at Amamoor, Mary Valley where life was far too prickly so the 

lads up & left home, Mike did return to Mummy but worked for a pineapple farm in 

Gatton until his Marble came out in that all great National Service Lotto Draw. 

 As it was he scored Infantry and was posted to 9 RAR becoming a forward scout,(most 

Shorthy’s were put up front as they made small targets) serving time with Support 

Section D Company where clever Infant-try guys nicknamed him “Pineapple” Active Duty 

in Vietnam was 379 days 1968-1969 Then discharged circa Jan 1970 

New years eve 1969 Mike met the love of his life “Nola” in the Swank upper Caboolture 

Dance hall where he like many young returned servicemen was quite plastered and to 

impress his newfound girly friend he allowed her to drive his shiny new Falcoon hard top 

schmicko car.Lovely Nola drove him home to sober the Piss Head up & Mum was not 

impressed Informing Nola “NEVER to bring that Drunken Soldier home again!”. 

 On the soles of his feet you would see clearly stamped 

“Made in India”. those Indians love stamping anything 

originating out of India.  Born around 1947 in the 

Military Hospital at Poona India to parents Ken and 

Maud, Father Ken was a Red Coat Officer attached to 

the Indian Army and so Mike’s first 3 years were as a 

Blonde Hair tike who was constantly in mischief due to 

the wild older brothers using Mike in his pram as tools 

of trade when raiding coconuts along the beach’ 
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1972 saw them married but only after Nola made Mike chase her all over Qld through 

school positions at Goomeri, Gympie and Inglewood (he gave that Ford a work over 

chasing her overland & his forward scout skills came in handy) they started their family 

with son Justin 1976 then Daughter Tanya 1978 with 5 beautiful grandchildren today. 

Mike worked many jobs in Civy Street in areas of Motor Body Repairs, Spare Parts, a 

Comm car driver sucking up to the Pollies, a Public Servant Baggage handler & protocol 

rubbing noses with  VIP’she cheauffered followed by some Truck driving but in between 

he had time raising the kids even to the point of entering the scouts and Girl Guides 

driving the kids around and loved cooking chips by the tonne for fund raising. 

2001 Mike finally received his TPI status and retired to their dream home at Murrumba 

Downs enjoying travelling all over the world or off in their dream machine motor home, 

living the dream. Today he is quite happy & satisfiedwith their life achievements. 

The Many Faces of (Ma-Hat And-Ma-Coat   ooops) Mikael Kenneth Burnside 

Slim	Scout

Caught	
Ya

Babes

Of�icial	Tester	Duty

Proud	Veteran

The	Awsome	Falcoon

Boozer	Duty

Bikey
Mikey Yes	

with	
no

make-up
on

The	Chef

Golf	Star

Cheauffer	Sucker	Upper
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A couple is lying in bed.  
The man says, 'I am going to make  

you the happiest woman in the world...' 
     The woman replies, 'I'll miss you... 

'It's just too hot to wear clothes today,' 
 Pedro says as he stepped out of the shower.  

'Honey, what do you think the neighbours 
 would think if I mowed the lawn like this?' 

'Probably that I married you for your money,' 
 she replied. 

 
Dear Lord, I pray for Wisdom to  

understand my man; Love to forgive  
him;  and Patience for his moods. 

Because, Lord, if I pray for Strength, 
 I'll beat him to death. 

AMEN 

The	Lady’s	know	how
to	hit	below	the	Belt

1

2

3
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A few questions on Acroynm’s to see if your Grey Matter is working

ACROYNM: 

pronounceable word formed from the first letter (or first few letters) of 

each word in a phrase or title. Sometimes, the newly combined letters 

create a new word that becomes a part of everyday language. 

Questions: Name the words/phrases that the Acronyms below are 

derived from (double points for correct answer to No-10) 

 

1. WD-40   

2. M&Ms  

3. NECCO   

4. YAHOO 

5. TASER  

6. Smart Car  

7. ZIP (code) 

8. USA PATRIOT Act  

 

9. TIME (Magazine) 

10. FANY  

11. Canola  

12. Nabisco 

13. Laser 

14. SPAM   

15. BMW 

16. 3M  

17. GOOGLE (had to add this one  

Answers: can be found further on within this Commscord edition ( for 

the Cheats & Lazyards) 



Instead	of	a	sign	that	says
“Do	not	Disturb”		I	need	one
that	says			“Already	Disturbed
Proceed	with	due	Caution”

 A Letter from an Irish Mother. 
  
Dear son, just a few lines to let you know I am still alive.  I’m writing this letter slowly because I 
know you can’t read fast.  You won’t know the house when you get home – we have moved.  About 
your father, he has a new job.  He has 500 men under him.  He cuts the grass at the cemetery.  
There was a washing machine at the new house when we moved in but it wasn’t working too 
good.  Last week I put in 14 shirts, pulled the chain and haven’t seen the shirts since. 
  
Your sister had a baby this morning but I haven’t found out whether it’s a boy or a girl, so I don’t 
know if you are an Aunt or Uncle.  Your Uncle Patrick drowned last week in a vat of whiskey in the 
Dublin Brewery.  Some of his workmates tried to save him but he fought them off bravely.  They 
cremated him and it took three days to put out the fire. 
  
I went to the doctors on Thursday and your father went with me.  The doctor put a small tube down 
my mouth  and told me not to talk for ten mutes.  Your father offered to buy it from him.  It only 
rained twice this week, first for three days, then for four days.  Monday was so windy one of the 
chickens laid the same egg four times.  We had a letter from the Caretaker, he said if the last 
payment on your Grandmother’s plot wasn’t paid in seven days, up she comes. 
  
PS.  I was going to send $10 but I sealed up the envelope. 
  
Your loving Mother.  
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Vietnam Timeline reflections
Operation Bribie 17/2/1967  53 years ago

an	APC	with	some	serious	
damage	in�licted	during	
the	�ire	�ight	at	operation
Bribie

 On the afternoon of 17 February 1967, an Australian force found itself facing defeat in a 
thick patch of jungle near the coast of Phuoc Tuy province. Operation Bribie, as the battle 
was known, was one of Australia’s worst days in Vietnam. Planned and organised in 
haste, Bribie was an attempt to destroy a communist force that had attacked the village of 
Lang Phuoc Hai earlier that day. The 6th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (6RAR) 
and armoured personnel carriers (APCs) of A Squadron, 3rd Cavalry Regiment, were 
ordered to cut off the enemy’s withdrawal routes. They were expecting to encounter 
small, scattered groups of soldiers heading back to their jungle bases. 

 First on the scene was A Company, 6RAR. After being landed by choppers they quickly 
made their way into the forest but had covered less than two hundred metres before 
coming under fire. Machine gun and small arms fire, and snipers shooting from the trees, 
forced the shocked Australians to ground. Six members of 2 platoon were killed or 
wounded in less than a minute when they assaulted the Viet Cong position. This was not 
just an enemy camp, as the Australians assumed. It was a strong defensive position, its 
extent unknown, it’s occupants all but invisible. The contact was just minutes old but the 
Australians were already in deep sh!t. 

 B Company arrived next. Under fire, they leapt from their choppers into the scrub and 
moved towards the sounds of battle. Meanwhile, facing a company of Viet Cong armed 
with at least six machine guns, A Company’s forward platoons were lying prone. After 20 
minutes of unrelenting fire they managed to extricate themselves, some carrying the 
wounded on their backs. 

Then C Company, carried to the battle in APCs, arrived. Moments later, D Company’s 
helicopters flew into the landing zone. When the last aircraft was safely away, the 
Australians called down artillery fire on the enemy position and planned their assault. 

In the continuing belief that the enemy position was merely a camp, 6RAR was deployed 
and ordered to attack. Within metres of their start lines the Australians came under fire. 
Every step forward took them deeper into a ‘U’ shaped position, fire from the flanks 
intensified, everywhere men were hit. With visibility limited to only a few metres hardly 
an enemy soldier had been seen. 
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B Company’s 6 platoon were ordered to destroy a machine gun position. They fixed 
bayonets and rose yelling. Enemy bullets tore through some and forced the rest to ground. 
Then 5 platoon received a similar command; to advance 30 metres and try to outflank the 
same gun. Platoon commander John O’Halloran told his men to fix bayonets but most no 
longer carried the weapon, others could not hear him over the din of gunfire. On his order 
5 platoon ran forward with a roar only to be cut down almost immediately. Hidden 
machine guns opened up on the right flank, leaving eight members of the nine-man-strong 
1 section either killed or wounded. The Australians had advanced about 25 metres, and 
half the men in the forward two sections were casualties. 5 platoon was almost 
surrounded and taking heavy fire. 

The wounded needed to be evacuated and the survivors withdrawn from where they lay, 
just metres from enemy guns. Help eventually came in the shape of APCs but unsure of the 
beleaguered Australians’ positions, the crews had trouble locating B Company. Fires 
started by incendiary grenades added smoke to the confusion and now enemy soldiers 
armed with anti-tank weapons joined the battle. An hour after entering the jungle the 
APCs found B Company and, as fierce fighting continued, wounded men were loaded on 
board. One APC was struck by a recoilless rifle round which killed the driver. A second 
round injured the vehicle’s commander and wounded for a second time the men in the 
back who thought their ordeal was over. Fire from the APCs poured into the enemy 
positions, eventually making it possible for the Australians to break contact and regroup 
at the landing zone. 

The battle ended just before 7.30 that evening. In just over five hours of fighting eight 
Australians had been killed and another 27 wounded. That night the enemy position was 
bombarded. Napalm incinerated some of the corpses, making a terrible job worse for the 
soldiers detailed to return to the scene the following day. By then the enemy had gone. 
One of them had written in blood on the side of the wrecked APC Du Me Uc Dai Loi, the 
Vietnamese equivalent of ‘Get fucked Australians’.  

The men who inflicted such heavy damage on the Australians seemed to have been a 

rearguard, covering the withdrawal of a larger force. Making excellent use of an old 

position, they had built covered, well-camouflaged fighting pits. They employed 

impressive discipline and displayed great courage. Some Australian survivors felt that 

Bribie had been a defeat. ‘It was us who copped a hiding,’ said one. Official estimates 

numbered the enemy dead at between 50 and 70. As was so often the case in Vietnam, no-

one really knew 

6	RAR	troops	being
picked	up	after	the
battle;

‘map	of	the	operation
Bribie	action	plan
that	was	used. 22



Is anyone in need 

of one of these aids

They’re sitting & 

gathering dust so 

if you can use any

please just call.

Bill Abboud on  3886 6049  or

Bill will arrange for you to look at

the items or when or how you can get them

 
to anyone needing one or more of these 

FREE

ANOTHER CHANCE SALE
The QM Bill has conned the committee to extend his big
Discounts for a further month.  all current stocks
of clothing apparel.and many more items are on sale
so now is a good time to twist his arm and make offers 
for a new shirt, jacket etc you can take a sure bet 
the prices will go back up in March. 

SENSIVITY PERSONIFIED 

The room was full of pregnant women with their husbands.   
The instructor said, "Ladies, remember that exercise is good for you. Walking is especially 
beneficial. It strengthens the pelvic muscles and will make delivery that much easier. Just 
pace yourself, make plenty of stops and try to stay on a soft surface like grass or a path." 
"Gentlemen, remember - you're in this together. It wouldn’t hurt you to go walking with her. 
 In fact, that shared experience is good for you both.” 
 Suddenly all became very quiet as the men absorbed this information. 
After a few moments a man, named Dave, at the back of the room,  
slowly raised his hand. 
"Yes?" said the Instructor. 
"I was just wondering if it would be OK if she carries a golf bag  
while we walk?" 
This kind of sensitivity just can’t be taught. 
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1. Water Displacement – 40th 

Attempt. 

2. Mars & Murrie’s (candy’s 

founders last names). 

3. New England Confectionery 

Company. 

4. Yet Another Hierarchical 

Official Oracle. 

5. Thomas A. Swift‘s Electric 

Rifle. 

6. Swatch + Mercedes + Art 

(collaboration of Swatch and 

Mercedes).  

7. Zone Improvement Plan 

(code). 

8. Uniting and Strengthening 

America by Providing 

Appropriate Tools Required 

to Intercept and Obstruct 

Terrorism (Linguists call this 

a “backronym”). 

9.  “The International Magazine 

of Events. 

10. First Aid Nursing Yeomanry. 

11. Canada oil, low acid. (There 

is no canola plant). 

12.  National Biscuit Company. 

13.  Light amplification by 

stimulated emission of 

radiation. 

14. Shoulder of Pork and Ham. 

15.  "Bayerische Motoren 

Werke” (translates from 

German to “Bavarian Motor 

Works.”). 

16. Minnesota Mining and 

Manufacturing (the company 

that makes Post-Its and 

office supplies). 

17.  'Global Organism 

Optimized for Gratification 

and Logical Exploration" 

 

Acroynm	answers
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Major William Thomas (Bill) Edwards OAM (Rtd) 
Service No  16314 

 
It is with heavy hearts that we advise that our dearest member 

Major W, T. (Bill) Edwards OAM (retired) 
passed away in the early hours of 24 January 2020 

 
Bill had a 3 year 3 week and 1 day battle with cancer without the 

fight ever leaving him however his final parade has come. 
 

Bill leaves his dearest wife Corale, Lihou , son Marcus and many 
family and friends behind. 

 
A proud ex serviceman who served his country doing overseas tours 

in Malaya with the Artillery and then in Vietnam  
with 2 Comp Ord, Ordnance. 

VALE 
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I begin by telling those of you who don’t know, for a period of some 40 years, my work as a loss adjuster 
involved me in natural disasters, ranging from Cyclone Tracey through to a lesser involvement in 2009. I 
was appointed as National Chief Loss Adjuster, an advisory role, to the Insurance Council of Australia on 
all natural disasters but particularly bush-fires. This role was interactive with all agencies and spanned 
over more than 10 years. It was both proactive in planning stages and reactive after events. I was heavily 
involved in the 1983 Victorian fires. 

I acknowledge the advice of The Bureau of Meteorology and the Climate Council, it’s a reality to the effect 
the projected changes to climate, and was derived from modelling, which strongly suggested change 
would occur unless man made contribution was reduced. 

Somehow or other, sections of our communities have taken control of the scientific argument about the 
future and have interpreted it to mean the change has already occurred. Not so. Records I have seen, 
actually show that the slight upward trend in temperatures on a global scale seem to be in direct line with 
the earth’s ever occurring ”natural” climatic change patterns. History shows numerous ice ages, when the 
planet cooled, to corresponding heating up periods, over billions of years. This has always occurred. It is 
the nature of our planet and cannot be influenced by what man can or cannot do. On the other hand, the 
impact of humans is a future projection, well founded on scientific modelling. 

The true position, despite all the comments about what the current fires mean in a climate change 
scenario, is that nobody can tell if there is any connection. What I can tell you with absolute certainty is 
that these fires, as bad as they were, are no more intense, widespread, dangerous or unexpected in 
outcome, to many previous and historic events  

There is no accurate method to measure such outcomes. However, it is possible to look at prevailing 
conditions and contributing factors to seek patterns or influential factors. 

Take a look at the following comparative data, much of which has been ignored by the frantic argument to 
directly link man made climate change to the outbreak and effects of these latest fires. I detail some of the 
arguments I have heard go unchallenged or are simply ignored and unreported, particularly by the ABC 
who are the appointed official national disaster communications service. 

This the first time such fires have been rated as catastrophic.. True, but not because they were rated any 
worse than many previous fires. In 2009, following the bush-fire inquiry, the defined categories of fire were 
renamed. Catastrophic 

 Climate Change a professional view outlined 
Posted by a man with 40 years experience of 
direct involvement with bushfires and other 
disasters. If you don't believe the greens are 
behind the ongoing failure to manage our forests 
/ fuel loads etc – you’re as gullible as Sarah 
Hansen Young.and as bright as the rest of the 
Greens 

"I am writing this because I am appalled at the 
amount of near hysterical reaction to the recent 
NSW, Qld and Vic bush-fires. My reasoning is not 
so much about the fires or the people affected, 
but about whether “man made” climate change is 
the underlying cause. Before I go further, my 
stance is not personal but rather a professional 
reaction. A	�iremans	photo	at	the	Taree	�ires



26

It was introduced as the most severe warning. So this description was never intended to make people think 
they were the worst fires ever. I have heard many media reports entrench this mistake. 

The fires are occurring earlier because of climate extending the summer risk. Can only be applicable in the 
North. However, NSW has a long history of November and December bush-fires. In 1944, the Blue 
Mountains lost 27 homes and other property in November. Since then, I can recall at least 3 other similarly 
timed events in NSW. So this year was not unique, as has been strongly inferred by many reporters. In 
southern areas, January and February have historically been 
prone to outbreaks. 

These fires are the most widespread and worst ever. They certainly were disastrous. However, it is 
impossible to compare unless it can be based on raw data…. Have more lives been lost than ever before. 
No, although 1 is far too many. In 2009, 173 people died. In 1983, 75 people died. In 1962, 62 people 
died. In that decade one of the victims in Eltham North was George Crowe, my Grandfather and Grandma’s 
father in law. 

In 1967, it was reported that 2,600 square kms of land was devastated in just 5 hours (Just try to imagine 
that ferocity). In 2009 there were 2030 homes destroyed and in 1983 there were 6,000 homes and other 
buildings destroyed. Does this define which fire was the worst. NO. 

All fires are bad but to try and claim the current fires are the worst ever is a blatant disregard for historical 
fact. Worse still, it is a deliberate attempt to scare people into accepting the fanatical side of the global 
warming argument, by accepting radical changes to our economy, power generation and mining - let alone 
agriculture and transport - must occur right now and in a premature manner. The so called re-definition of 
the predicted changes into an emergency, is a way to virtually destroy our entire way of life. 

The fires were started as a result of climate changed conditions. Clearly wrong. 80% of fires were started 
by people either deliberately or accidentally lighting them.Dry lightning strikes have been long recorded 
and are nothing new. 

What has our Media and ABC generally ignored. One of the most clear data based facts, reported out of 
the 2009 Inquiry, was the finding that fire intensity is proportional to and severely aggravated by fire loads 
created by undergrowth and forest floor debris accumulation. We can’t control wind and heat but we can 
control fuel load. 

Ask any active Rural or Country serving fireman what they think of this hazard. Then ask your Green Party 
representative, why they have influenced the management of National Park maintenance, as well as local 
government reserves, to leave far too much of the forest floor intact at any cost. Winter back burning, 
firewood removal and general debris clearance has been widely restricted by stupid 
laws. 

They argue it preserves natural ecosystems that rely on such decaying material. Well, systematic removal 
of this fuel load may well disrupt some Eco-systems, consider this. A bush-fire positively destroys them all. 

The only identifiable and recently introduced risk factor, is the environmental law changes that have 
impacted a fire’s intensity potential and capacity to burn faster and hotter. I Find this hard to believe, Go 
into a forest and try setting fire to a living gum tree with a match. Now stoop down and see if you get any 
better results from the dead and therefore dry undergrowth at your feet. This is the effect ember spread has 
on adjoining bush-land. 

There is much more to say about bringing sanity back into discussions and I have my own opinion that if 
you believe the science of global warming, stick to the science and ignore the fanatical self professed 
experts, like some of the current crop of Green Party politicians and shrieking media, self appointed, 
experts. No, before it is said. I was not self appointed to my former career positions. 

Go	to	page	28	for	ending



POETS	PAGEPOETS	PAGE !  great Aussie Poem 

 The sun was hot already - it was only 8 

o'clock 

the cocky took off in his Ute, to go and 

check his stock. 

He drove around the paddocks checking 

wethers, ewes and lambs, 

the float valves in the water troughs, the 

windmills on the dams  

He stopped and turned a windmill on to fill a 

water tank 

and saw a ewe down in the dam, a few 

metres from the bank.  

"Typical bloody sheep," he thought, "they 

have no common sense, 

they won't go through a gateway but they'll 

jump a bloody fence." 

The ewe was stuck down in the mud, he 

knew without a doubt 

she'd stay there 'til she carked it if he 

didn't get her out.  

But when he reached the water's edge, the 

startled ewe broke free 

and in her haste to get away, began a 

swimming spree.  

He reckoned once her fleece was wet, the 

weight would drag her down 

if he didn't rescue her, the stupid sod 

would drown. 

Her style was unimpressive, her survival 

chances slim, 

he saw no other option, he would have to 

take a swim. 

He peeled his shirt and singlet off, his 

trousers, boots and socks 

and as he couldn't stand wet clothes, he 

also shed his jocks. 

He jumped into the water and away that 

cocky swam  

he caught up with her somewhere near the 

middle of the dam. 

 

 The ewe was quite evasive, she kept giving 

him the slip 

he tried to grab her sodden fleece but 

couldn't get a grip. 

At last he got her to the bank and stopped 

to catch his breath 

she showed him little gratitude for saving 

her from death. 

She took off like a Bondi tram around the 

other side 

he swore next time he caught that ewe he'd 

hang her bloody hide. 

Then round and round the dam they ran, 

although he felt quite puffed 

he still  thought he could run her down, she 

must be nearly  

stuffed..  

The local stock rep came along, to pay a 

call that day, 

he knew this bloke was on his own, his wife 

had gone away. 

He didn't really think he'd get fresh scones 

for morning tea 

but neither was he ready for what he was 

soon to see. 

He rubbed his eyes in disbelief at what 

came into view 

for running down the catchment came this 

frantic-looking ewe. 

And on her heels in hot pursuit and wearing 

not a stitch 

the farmer yelling wildly, "Come back here, 

you lousy bitch!" 

The stock rep didn't hang around, he took 

off in his car  

the cocky's reputation has been damaged 

near and far. 

So bear in mind the Work Safe rule when 

next you check your flocks 

spot the hazard, assess the risk and always 

wear your jocks! 
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I can only reflect that the handful of ex-firemen who were paraded before the media, may have had other 
agendas. The spokesman listed his current occupation as a “Climate Change Consultant”. Another said 
outright, on camera, that fires have always been linked to climate change. I prefer to listen to our 
Indigenous community who talk of bush-fire management over thousands of years. - oops before any hint 
of an industrial age, meat production or mining. 
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Q:   Someone has told me that 

menopause is mentioned in the bible... 

Is that true?& Where can it be found? 

A:   Yes. Matthew 14:92:"And Mary 

rode Joseph's ass all the way to Egypt" 

Q:   How can you increase the heart 

rate of your over-70 year-old husband? 

A:   Tell him you're pregnant. 

Q:   What can I do for these crow's 

feet and all those wrinkles on my face? 

A: Go braless.It usually pulls them Out 

Q:   As people age, do they sleep more 

soundly? 

A:   Yes, but usually in the afternoon. 

Q:   Where should 70-plus year olds 

look for eye glasses? 

A:   On their foreheads. 

Fetch
Cat

OK		Chicky	Babe
I’m	ready	to	Stand	

up	now



Citroen's WW II Sabotage 

 You’re likely going unaware that this 
year is the 100th anniversary of 
Citroën.  While doing some research I 
have happened to stumble upon a 
fascinating bit of wartime Citroën lore. 
It involves screwing with Nazis in a 
genuinely clever and subtle way that 
nevertheless had big repercussions.  
I'll explain.  
 

So, when France was occupied by the Germans in 1940, major French 
factories like Citroën were forced to produce equipment for the Nazis.  
Citroën president Pierre-Jules Boulanger knew he couldn't just refuse to 
produce anything, but he also knew there's no way in hell he's going to just 
roll over and build trucks for a bunch of filthy Nazis.  Pierre had a plan.  
 
John Reynold's book Citroën p2CV describes Boulanger's sabotage 
efforts.  Of course, he instructed workers to set a nice, leisurely pace when 
building trucks (likely Citroën T45 trucks) for the Wehrmacht, but that's 
fairly obvious.  What was brilliant was Boulanger's idea to move the little 
notch on the trucks' oil dipsticks that indicated the proper level of oil down 
just a bit lower.  
 
By moving the notch down, the trucks would not have enough oil, but 
German mechanics would have no idea, because, hey, the little notch on 
the dipstick says its just fine.  Then, after the truck has been used for a 
while and is out deployed somewhere crucial, whammo, the engine seizes 
up, and you've got a lot of angry, stranded, vulnerable Nazis, balling up 
their little fists and madly barking curses in German. 
 
It's such a fantastic act of sabotage:  it's extremely cheap to implement, it's 
subtle, there's no way to see something amiss is happening as the trucks 
are being built, and it delivers its blow away from the site of the sabotage 
and when it will cause the most inconvenience and trouble.  

 That's some mighty good sabotaging, Pierre. 
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Can	U	Remember
CONTACTS LIST

SUDOKO  ?:

Did	U	Know
A	Gold�ish			Has	a	memory	span	of	3	Seconds
Just	the	same	as	a	few	members	we	hsve

An	Ostriches	eye			Is	bigger	than	its	Brain
Just	the	same	as	a	few	members	we	have

Women	Blink			Twice	as	much	as	men
Proves	they	don’t	believe	their	own	sight
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FEBRUARY 2020

3rd           Monday         Gen Meeting

7th           Friday            TPI Picnic/BBQ (Jamieson Park)

 20th         Thursday       Luncheon at Mamma’s 

MARCH

2nd           Monday         Gen Meeting

6th            Friday            TPI Picnic/BBQ  (Jamieson Park)

TBA           Camel Farm - Bus Trip Tea, Lunch & show 

APRIL

6th            Monday         Gen Meeting

10th          Friday            TPI Picnic/BBQ  (Jamieson Park)

TBA          Apr/May Possible train trip away to Bayview Towers

                 with Bowls/Golf/sightseeing/shopping or whatever

MAY

4th            Monday          Gen Meeting 

8th            Friday            TPI BBQ (Jamieson Park)

JUNE

1st            Monday           Gen Meeting

3rd            Wednesday     Schrek the Matinee show day out

5th            Friday             TPI BBQ (Jamiesoin Park)

JULY

TBA         Xmas in July at Harrigan’s Hotel Jacobs Well

AUG

TBA           Yet to be decided open for ideas

SEPT

TBA            Golfers Trip to Tenterfield

OCT

TBA           Caloundra GG’s Punters Day Out

NOV

TBA           Seeking Ideas from members

DEC

12th           Xmas Party at Redcliffe Dolphins Leagues Club

18th           Xmas Break up Picnic at Jamieson Park


