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Sore Back? Get Relief Now
Gold Card holders pay no charge for Physio appointments

Do you want a Physio who understands you?
Our Physios have 50+ years of
experience helping Veterans
just like you
One on One appointments in
private air conditioned rooms.
Full privacy with no curtains

Get relief with hands on Physio
No hotpacks or tingling machines

For an appointment please call us on 38801649
Dr’s referral required
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Editors Bit 1.2
*** Breaking News from the
President ***
The Government has now
abandoned the push to divulge
veteran’s private information. At
the time of writing this update,
the ABC is reporting that the
Government has removed the
provision from the Bill now
before parliament, in an effort, to
have the rest of the Bill to be pushed through the Senate.
Phil
*** Update Over ***
It’s been a big month for me as I got married to my darling wife Suzy.
A big thank you to all the TPI guys and gals that helped with cooking and serving. They all
worked like a well-oiled machine.
I don’t have too much else to report this month as you may guess I was distracted with
other important business.
Pete Allan

For Sale
Margaret and Doug Ellis are trying to sell a twin tub washing machine for camping/caravan
for $45. Model Number XPB20-06 and is 240V. See photos below. If interested, please
contact them.

Sharing the Memories
We’re here to help a family honour the
life of a loved one with a fitting tribute.
A celebration of the loved one’s life.
A thoughtful service that brings family
and friends together to share the
memories of a lifetime of love.

For funeral arrangements
to meet every need and
every budget we’re only
a phone call away.

A Local Family Company

Freecall
All Areas

1800 672 331

All Hours

www.traditionalfunerals.com.au

Proudly owned and operated by the Jarvie and Dart families
Since 1994.

1. What theme park films Big
Brother in Australia?
2. What is the slogan of Warner
Bros Movie World?
3. The world’s fastest rollercoaster is in this theme park based on which car
manufacturer? I have been on this rollercoaster and you need to wear
eye protection because it goes so fast.
4. France’s theme park Puy Du Fou has been labelled the best theme park
in the world, what makes it so unusual?
5. Which planet when we grew up is no longer a planet?
6. What underused people mover was finally shut down in 2013 in Sydney?
7. Liberty City, Vice City and San Andreas are locals in what video game
series?
8. What actress walked down the aisle wearing a dress covered in her
children’s drawings?
9. Which well-known bachelor wed in Venice in September 2014?
10.What new title did Mary Donaldson receive on her wedding day in 2004?

Writing Occupations
1. Originates any written work.
2. Takes raw material (the copy) and improves the
formatting, style, and accuracy of the text.
3. Writes books, manuscripts, screenplays, speeches,
articles, stories, reports, or other texts that are
officially credited to another person.
4. A person who writes in a variety of different fields.
5. Self-employed writer not necessarily committed to a particular employer
long-term.
6. Collects, writes, or distributes news or other current information.
7. Writes words for songs.
8. Advises the publishing house on which books to publish.
9. Writes low-quality, rushed articles or books "to order", often with a
short deadline.
10.A person in times past who could read and write, and who made their
living by writing or copying written material and keeping records for
kings, nobles, temples, and cities.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
We had a great roll up for our General Meeting on 6 March with plenty of input from
members. We also had two new members join our Redcliffe TPI family at the
meeting (Les and Pauline Parsons) and another two at the BBQ (John and Christina
Raddatz). So it is a big welcome to all of you and I am sure you will enjoy our
company.
Peter provided updates and more information on two items in the February
Commscord. The first was DVA Coordinated Veterans Care, and the second was
Congratulatory Letters for which you can apply to receive when you reach major life
milestones such as wedding anniversaries and key age achievements (100 etc).
Andrea gave us an example of how she lost her Queensland
government pensioner electricity discount, and then had it
reinstated. Andrea is with AGL who told her that the AGL computer
identifies customers with a discount for a review after 10 years; but
instead of a review, the computer dropped Andrea’s discount
altogether. Andrea picked this up when she reviewed her invoice.
Doug Bennett also said he had a similar issue with AGL.
AGL were very good and resolved the issue in Andrea’s (and Doug’s) favour. So,
the message from this is, if you get a government discount, check each invoice to
ensure the discount has not been discontinued, especially if it is through AGL.
Paddy raised the issue of medical treatment when on an
overseas trip including the need to obtain a DVA letter listing your
accepted disabilities.
There is a DVA Fact Sheet explaining what you need to do – HSV65 Medical
Treatment While Overseas. The Factsheet provides information on DVA
arrangements for medical treatment whilst travelling or residing overseas. It also
provides information on; 1) what arrangements you should make before going
overseas, 2) how to seek a refund for eligible treatment received overseas, and 3)
what happens if you cannot pay for your treatment whilst overseas.
TIP is being replaced by Advocacy Training and Development
Program (ATDP), so ATDP accreditation is now an important issue.
Accreditation is required for members of ex-service organisations
who provide information, options and/or advice about accessing
entitlements, benefits and services. It is no longer sufficient to
have just a certificate of attendance at a course.
Accreditation is mainly for people who are dealing with ex-servicemen and women
in relation to entitlements and providing advice (mainly Pensions Officers but also
Welfare Officers in some situations). It is not required for things like hospital visits.
You can access information about ATDP at the following DVA website:
http://www.dva.gov.au/consultation-and-grants/advocacy-training/advocacy-trainingand-development-program

Beryl suggested, and it was agreed at the meeting, that there
would be a change to our social calendar. In June delete “Car
Challenge” and insert “Mystery Trip”. More information will be
available closer to the date, but I understand it will be a bus trip to
an undisclosed location where we will have lunch.
The final issue raised at the meeting was about something we all
need to consider. There is a Bill before the Senate that gives the
Minister for Veterans Affairs the power to determine which private
information about a veteran can be disclosed publicly. It also
allows for head of DVA to disclose that information in certain
circumstances.
I quickly went through some issues related to the proposed law, including an
example when public concerns were raised about privacy - Centrelink released
information on an individual to a media organisation.
The Minister says that this law will protect veterans; however, my understanding of
the proposed law could put the confidentiality of a veteran’s medical information at
risk, or could be used to pressure individual veterans and veterans generally to not
exercise their freedom of speech to hold DVA to account.
The Minister has also stated that there are provisions protecting currently serving
members of the ADF and veterans, including requiring the head of DVA is to contact
the individual first. However, as the proposed law stood at the time of writing this
report, the Secretary must consider the veteran’s response, but the information can
still be released without the veteran’s approval.
Senator Lambie has asked the cross bench in the Senate to reject the proposed
law. Some ESOs (including ADSO, DFWA, and RAR Association) have taken the
privacy issue to the Minister. This pressure has resulted in privacy issues being
referred by the Minister for an independent Privacy Impact Assessment.
Finally, my take from this issue is that, until the matter is resolved in favour of
veterans, all veterans should be careful what they put out there in the public space,
including on Facebook.
Quartermaster Bill conducted a March sale at our meeting, and
there was plenty of the usual stock on offer. A couple of new items
up for sale include a chambray shirt, in long or short sleeve
versions, with the TPI logo $40; and cooler bags with the TPI logo
$30. We will not carry these items in stock, so if you want to
purchase a chambray shirt or cooler you will need to order them from Bill who will
need payment in full when you place your order.
Before I finish reporting on our March meeting, I need to mention our
date with the Australian Army Band at the Redcliffe Cultural Centre on
26 May. This is obviously a very popular event because Beryl had to
go to the Cultural Centre after the meeting to get more tickets. This
should be another good show from this great band.

On March 10 we again occupied Jamieson Park where we had a
beautiful Autumn get together - cool morning, sunny day and
a pleasant sea breeze. The king tide came in a little early,
but any salt water that found its way up the drains and onto
the road was gone before the troops arrived.
I have two photos from the day to share with you, including
one photo of the chefs doing a great job – thanks fellas. The rest of the
photos will be on the 2017 CD. I must not forget to mention the ladies who
make our salads and butter our bread rolls – thanks to you also. And finally,
we were very pleased to see Ray and Patricia Corry who were down from
Boyne Island.

Some of our TPI family travelled to
the Mt Tambourine area for a
couple of days (14-16 March). I
was unable to go on this one and
unfortunately the weather wasn’t
the best with some planned events
being cancelled. However, Paddy
and Beryl told me everyone had a
good time (including shopping).
We all would be aware of the wet
weather hanging around lately. I
have been reliably informed that
Dave had his work cut out for him
driving through what was at times
very trying conditions, especially on the Mt Tambourine road. However, Dave’s
extensive and exceptional experience paid dividends and he did extremely well to
bring everyone home safe and sound - well done Mate.
I also have to thank Strawb Ellis who kindly volunteered to take some photos for
me, but I won’t have them in time for this report. They will certainly be on this year’s
Photo CD. In the meantime, Beryl has posted some photos on Facebook, so I have
included one here for members who do not have access to Facebook – don’t you
just love to walk and linger longer in nature?

On April 22 we are off to Eumundi,
best known for it's markets.
Eumundi is a laid-back hinterland
town, and its emblem is a fig tree.
Fig trees adorn the main street in
memory of twenty soldiers from
the area who lost their lives during
World War 1.
Did you know the origin of the name Eumundi is disputed, but the most common
interpretation is that the village is named for a Kabi Kabi aboriginal tribe warrior
Huon Mundy.
The Eumundi markets were first established in 1979 with just three stalls and one
community organisation. Now, nearly 40 years later a number of community and
commercial entities work together to host the markets where you will find original
artworks, sculptures, furniture, handmade toys, home wares, and skincare, as well
as cutting edge fashion and jewellery by local designers, all guided by the local
ethos of “we make it, bake it, grow it, sew it”.
If you’re a foodie, you will love the markets - laksa, calamari, Thai, paella, quality
coffee, chocolate, great cakes, old fashioned lemonade, and more. They have a
wealth of fresh produce – including fresh fruit and vegetables, freshly baked breads,
locally made cheeses and yoghurts.
And, when you need a break from the shopping, sit back and be entertained by a
line-up of performers guaranteed to get you in the groove. There will be plenty of
local talent to keep you entertained, with world-music sounds, country tunes and
tribal rhythms.
You may go on our trip to experience the markets or to buy things; however, there is
so much more to the township. There are many shops and eateries open 7 days a
week. So let’s also have a look around town to discover the charm of this little
Sunshine Coast hinterland village.

If you were at our March meeting you would have
picked up that Pete and Suzie were to be married.
And on Saturday 18 March at the Shorncliffe VMR
function room this good-looking couple did indeed do
the deed.
Now, I have obeyed Diane’s instructions not to make
any of my photos public this soon; but I did manage
to get this photo for you from Facebook.
There were about 80 guests, and plenty of food on
offer including some very scrumptious deserts.
You may not be aware that Pete had asked the
Committee if we would be able to provide volunteers
to assist with catering - and we did. At the BBQ,
Paddy and Dave cooked up a storm while Mick,
Darryl and I were their “runners”. Up and down the
stairs we went - a bit like doing a stepper workout at
the gym, but with plenty of king prawns on the side.

Just as well I took this
photo before things
started - these were
three very busy ladies
that evening.

Although the boys
look to be somewhat
relaxed in this photo,
they also were very
busy little bees once
the action started.

On 13 March we sizzled again at Bunnings, and it was a
totally different day from last time. It was the start of a wet
week in BrisVegas, so the atmosphere was cool, and at times
it drizzled, but hey, beggars can’t be choosers when it comes
to the weather.
In the end it was a very profitable day, especially for a Monday, and we even sold
some snags early on while I was there. It was as if I was wearing young Potter’s
cloak of invisibility. Thanks everyone for helping - and here is the team on the midmorning shift.

I would normally reserve any additional photos for the 2017 CD, but how could I not
put this one in here when it clearly shows Mick the photo bomber in action.

I know that various organisations are selling tours into southeast Asia that include a
commemorative visit to the Long Tan Cross. If you plan to join one of these groups
for Anzac Day or Long Tan Day this year, or indeed any year, you need to be aware
of the situation in Vietnam.
Recall that In August 2016, the Vietnamese Government did not permit the planned
Long Tan 50th anniversary commemoration service to take place at the Long Tan
Cross site. More than 1,000 Australians were abruptly barred from commemorating
last year’s 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan, which prompted the
Australian government to plead with the Vietnamese government to reverse its ban.
An official party, including the Australian and New Zealand ambassadors, laid
wreaths at the site with small groups of veterans given limited access on the day.
On March 17 it was confirmed that Australians will not be allowed to commemorate
Anzac Day at the Long Tan Cross site this year. However, the Vietnamese
government has informed Canberra that small groups may be allowed low-key visits
to the site (with no media).
Veterans’ Affairs Minister Dan Tehan said that Australians travelling to Vietnam
should plan accordingly. “While disappointing, we respect Vietnam’s right as a
sovereign nation to determine the nature of commemorations held on its soil”. “We
also thank them for allowing continued access for small groups making private visits
and for providing us with this advice in time to allow Australians to properly plan
their visits.”
So there you have it. If you intend going to Vietnam and want to visit the site, you
are advised to plan your itinerary and adjust your expectations taking into account
the fluctuating nature of permissions.

And now for a military “what is that?” I was
flicking through some old photos, and
came across this one of a “private” place I
found in our Nui Dat lines on my first tour.
Do you know what it is?
I must admit that this is a bit unfair on
some of you because if you were in the
Navy I doubt you would have used one,
and if you were in the RAAF you would
never have been allowed to use one. But,
if you have a head for detail, the angle might give it away.
In any case, here are some clues: it is a phone, but not for calling home; it has a
drainage pit, but not for collecting rainwater; it was the work of a burglar of sorts, but
was never stolen; it was surrounded by a hessian wall, but not to keep Charlie out;
and it helped to improve your aim, but not with your rifle.
If you have an unusual “what is that?” photo from when you were “in country” (on
deployment) - and it doesn’t matter which theatre of operations it was, consider
sharing it with us. Just give it to Peter and he may put it in Commscord (nothing
rude of course).
The military has a long tradition of pranking
recruits. Just remember that most of the
jokes played on recruits are good-natured
and mean no real harm. Here are some,
and I will bet you know a few more:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

to the kitchen for a left-handed spatula;
to the radio shack for a can of squelch;
to naval stores for a long weight and a
water hammer;
to the hangar for 8 metres of flight line;
to the hanger to get prop-wash for the
propellers;
to the Q Store for a box of grid squares;
or even
a four-litre can of dehydrated water.

And remember; when a married man says, “I will think about it” - what he really
means is he doesn't know his wife's opinion yet.
Take care,

Phil

Dietitian & Exercise Physiologist
Are you looking for expert advice on how to improve your health and wellbeing?
Ambition Health was founded by Mitch Peterman – an experienced and dedicated Dietitian and
Exercise Physiologist. Mitch is passionate about empowering people to achieve better health through
good nutrition and safe physical activity. Mitch prides himself on providing a tailored plan to each
individual based on their unique situation and circumstances.
Entitled Department of Veteran’s Affairs (DVA) clients may be referred for clinically relevant Dietitian
and/or Exercise Physiology treatment by their GP on a valid D904 referral form.
Locations:
328 Oxley Ave, Margate (next to the Golden Ox)

11/328 Gympie Rd, Strathpine

Call Mitch today on 0413 745 812 or visit www.ambitionhealth.com.au

TPI REDCLIFFE
2017 Social Calendar
First Monday of the month – General Meeting
Friday following monthly meeting, free BBQ
Note: The following are indicative events for the months shown. There may be
some changes. TBA - dates will be confirmed, as we get closer to each event.
February
23
16
March
14-16
April
22
May
26

Welcome Back Lunch (Belvedere Hotel, Woody Point)
Ladies Morning Tea (Jo-Anne Shorrocks Home)
Bus Trip – Mount Tambourine
(2 nights at the Mount Tambourine Motel)
Bus Trip – Eumundi Markets
Lunch at Rick’s Garage (Palmwoods)
Army Big Band (Redcliffe Cultural Centre)
Lunch at Redcliffe RSL

June
TBA

Car Challenge

July
TBA

Christmas in July

August
6

Steam Train Sunday
Lunch in Brisbane City somewhere

September
5-8

Tenterfield Golf

October
TBA

Caloundra Races

November
TBA

Lunch at Woodford Hotel

December
8
15
TBA

Christmas Dinner Party
Christmas Picnic
Potential – Mamma Mia Stage Musical (QPAC)

Also – Potential for a Bay Islands Cruise some time during the year
(goes to Moreton Island and St Helena Island)

Eagers Kia at 485 Gympie Road, Kedron, Qld, 4031

Your New Car Sales contact is Steve Horne on (07) 3634 3383 or Mobile 0414 637 037

1. Dreamworld
2. “Hollywood on the Gold
Coast”
3. Ferrari World in Abu Dhabi.
4. Rides, It’s a theatrical
retelling of history events
from French history
5. Pluto
6. Sydney Monorail
7. Grand Theft Auto
8. Angelina Jolie
9. George Clooney
10. Crown Princess of Denmark

Phil’s Occupations Answers
1. Author
2. Copy Editor
3. Ghost Writer
4. Polygraph
5. Freelancer
6. Journalist
7. Lyrist or Lyricist
8. Commissioning Editor
9. Hack writer
10. Scrivener
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